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All  the  former  Numbers,  from 
No.  15  to  24,  are  reprinted,  and  may 
be  had  at  the  Office,  No.  192,  Strand, 
upon  application.  The  wholesale 
price  is  i2s.6d,  a  hundred,  and,  if  a 
thousand  copies  be  regularly  taken  these  things  to  him;  but,  though,  I 
by  persons  in  the  country^  the  pric«  i  dare  say,  Lord  Palmerston  wishes  the 


of  the  custom  of  our  enemies.  In  the 
same  town  a  foolish  and  lying  paper, 
at  a  i^enny^  has  been  printed  and 
hawked  about  the  country  in  opposi- 
lion  to  me.  Lord  Palmerston, 
the  Secretary  at  TVar,  lives  close  by 
RoMSEY,    and   the    people    impute 


i&  Ik.  a  hundred. — —Letters  witli 
Order*  must  he  postpaid — ^The  clear 
profit  upon  100,  sold  by  retail,  is, 
45.  2d.  and,  upon  1,000,  if  taken  in 
the  Country  r^  gularly,  is,  2L  I6s.  Sd, 
— It  is  desirable  to  have  large,  whole- 
sale sellers,  in  the  country,  who  will 
take  thousands  a  week  and  supply 
others  who  retail  round  about, — If  any 
persons,  disposed  to  do  this,  will 
address  theoiselves,  postage  paid,  to 
the  publisher,  their  propositions  will 
be  attended  to. — I  have  heard  of 
various  unfair  means ^  made  use  of  by 
our  enemies  in  the  country,  to  pre- 
vent the  circulation  of  the  Register. 
No  Wonder;  for  they  justly  dread 
the  effect  of  the  people  hearing  those 
truths^  which  have  been  kept  from 
them  for  so  many  years.  At  Romsey, 
in  Hampshire,  particular  pains  have 
been  taken  in  this  way.  The  keep- 
ers of  public-houses  have  by  busy 
persons  been  frightened  for  their 
licences,  A  bookseller,  who  sold  the 
Register,  was  scared  by  threats  of  loss 


Register  and  its  author  both  at  Old 
Nick,  I  do  not  believe  him  capable 
of  acting  so  mean,  so  base,  so  cow- 
ardly, so  infamous  a  part.  No :  these 
acts  must  have  been  committed  by 
some  dirty  wretch,  who  is  seeking  to 
get  an  office.  I  should, however,  like 
to  know  the  names  and  cJmraeters  and 
callings  of  these  wretches,  that  I  may 
expose  them .  In  the  meanwhile  I  as- 
sure our  good  and  honest  friends  in 
the  Country^  that  though  the  blood- 
suckers call  my  little  book  seditious^ 
it  contains  no  sedition,  no  libel,  and 
that  I  will  answer  with  my  life  for  the 
lawfulness  of  every  word  of  it.  It  is 
lawful  for  any  one  to  sell  it.  Seve- 
ral persons  have  been  threatened  to  be 
prosecuted  under  the  ffawher'^s  and 
Pedlar  s  Act  for  hawking  my  little 
book.  I  will,  therefore,  explain  this 
matter.  All  Hawkers  and  Pedlars 
must  have  a  licence  *  But  in  the  first 
PLACE,  any  one  may  sell  any  thing  in 
a  Market  Town  on  the  Market  Day, 

without    any    licence.      Secondlv, 
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all  ^'  printed  papers,  licensed  bt/  Au- 
^'  thotiti/^'''*  may  be  hawked  about 
without  a  licence  ;  and,  this  paper  of 
mine  is  licensed  by  authority  now,  as 
much  as  news-papers  are,  seeing  that 
I  have  now  pnid  a  tax  for  it  at  the 
Stamp-Office  in  London.  This  was 
not  the  case  with  the  open-sheets ; 
but,  even  in  that  case,  the  thing- 
has  always  been  permilled  by  the 
gdveiTiment;  and  it  is  well  known, 
that  JLast' Dying  Speeches  and  nu- 
merous other  papers  have  always 
been  permitted  to  be  hawked  about. 
Nay,  the  penny  papers  in  opposition 
to  me,  are  rermitted  at  this  a.oment. 
^An  impudent  fellow  at  Lymington, 
who  was  asked  by  some  of  the  people, 
why  he  dared  to  hawk  them^  if  mine 
could  not  be  hawked,  said,  that ''  the 
''  govermneni  would  protect  him,''  My 


readers  may  be  sure  that  this  is  false. 
The  government  would  not  be  guilty 
of  such  base  partiality  and  injustice, 
though  some  wretches,  who  wish  to 
get  into  favour  and  to  fatten  upon 
the  people,  may  wish  it. — So  that 
.there  is  wo  danger  from  the  laxo.  Any 
one  may  sell,  at  any  time,  and  in  any 
place,  or  in  any  manner. — Those  who 
sell  by  retail  ought  iofoldihe  Regis- 
l^er,  that  the  purchasers  may  have 
them  ready  to  begin  reading,  and, 
before  beginning  to  read,  the  reader 
should  stick  a  pin  in  the  middle  of 
tlie  back  of  the  book  to  hold  the 
leaves  together  when  they  are  cut 
open. — Thus  each  Number  will  be  a 
nice  little  handy  book  of  itself;  and, 


as  the  pages  will  be  marked  by  fi- 
gures, the  several  Numbers,  when 
put  togetlier  at  the  end  of  a  ceitain 
time,  will  make  a  tolerably -Jilick 
book,  which  a  man  may  read  over 
and  over  again,  and  it  will  serve 
his  children  to  read  as  they  grow  up, 
and  thus  will  they  be  well  inform- 
ed as  to  their  right-s  and  duties 
as  well  as  their  fathers  and  mothers. 
And,  why  should  they  not?  Why 
should  they  be  ignorant  of  those 
rights  and  duties  ?  Have  not  the 
Labourers,  as  well  as  their  em- 
ployers, liberties  and  lives  to  .de- 
fend ?  Do  they  not  mainly  assist  to 
fight  the  battles  of  their  country  by 
sea  and  land  ?  Are  they  not  called 
out  to  serve  in  the  militia  and  local 
militia?  Have  they  not  wives  and 
children  whom  they  love  to  see  hap- 
py ?  Have  they  not  arms  to  fight  and 
to  labour,  and  hive  they  not  minds  to 
understand,  and  hearts,  to  feel  ? — 
Have  they  not  a  right  to  happiness, 
and  shall  I  be  accused  of  sedition^ 
because  I  endeavour,  to  the  best  of 
my  humble  abilities,  to  point  out  to 
them  how  to  obtain  and  secure  that 
happiness  ? 


To  those  Gentlemen,  who  have 
taken  the  trouble  to  forward  me,  by 
letter,  the  copies  of  Votes  of  Thanks^ 
1  beg  to  return  my  best  acknowledge- 
ments. I  am  particularly  gratified 
by  a  vote  passed  at  Sheffield,  con- 
cluding with  an  expression  of   "a 


773] 


DkcembeTi  21,  1816. 


[774 


<^  convicti0n,  that,  in  the  late  tiimwlt, 
''  in  this  town,  the  influence  of  IVIr. 
*'  Cohbett's  excellent  advice,  which 
'•  had  been  so  generally  read,  pre- 
"  vented  the  multitude  from  pro- 
''  ceeditu;  to  any  serious  acts  of  Riot, 
"  to  which  'they  were  frequently  in- 
"  cited  by  di,v(Trderly  persons." 


An  Address 

TO  THE 

COUNTRY   GENTLEMEN, 

Showing  that  their  only  remaining  choice 
is  between  Parliamentary  Reform  and 
Total  Ruin. 


London^  mtk  Dec.  1816. 
Gentlemen, 
Iniiuraerable  are  the  instances  [n  private 
life  where  men  blindjy^jgftd  pertinaciously 
listen  to  those  who  are  their  worslt  enemies, 
who  are  undermining  their  characters  and 
their  fortunes,  and  who  are  fattening  at 
their  expence,  while,  towards  those  who 
are  natur  ally  as  well  as  by  inclination 
their  friends,  they  wear  an  eye  of  constant 
suspicion,  and  entertain  a  feeling  nearly 
approaching  to  that  of  enmity.  That 
this  failing,  which  is  so  common  amongst 
individuals,  is  not  without  its. influence  on 
whole  bodies  of  men,  the  conduct  of  the 
Country  Gentlemen  of  these  Islands,  for 
many  years  past,  most  abundantly  proves. 
And,  as  such  conduct  in  private  life  seldom 
fails  to  produce  ruin  to  the  party,  or  his 
family ;  so,  in  your  case,  total,  ruin  to 
ycMirselves,  or,  at  least,  to  your  descend- 
ants, appears  to  be  a  consequence  altoge- 


ther inevitable,  uiUeis  you  immediately 
rouse  yourselves,  shake  off  the  infatuation, 
and  act  as  becomes  men  who  have  cliildren 
whom  they  do  not  wish  to  become  beg- 
garly dependents. 

Amongst  the  other  marks  of  this  fatal 
infatuation,  is,  an  obstinate  refusal  not 
only  to  follow  the  adviw  of  those  who 
propose  a  Reform  of  the  Parliament,or  who 
disapprove  of  the  measures  of  the  govern- 
ment ;  but,  a  refusal  equally  obstinate  to 
hear  what  they  have  to  say.  A  stubborn, 
a  stupid,  a  contemptible  obstinacy,  to  give 
way  to  which  is  justly  punishable  with 
ruin  and  disgrace.  And,  indeed,  instead 
of  patiently  hearing  what  we  have  to  say, 
no  small  part  of  you  have  repaid  our  en- 
deavours with  every  species  of  persecution 
within  your  power.  You  have  shown  no 
sense  of  justice  in  these  matters.  You 
have  not  heard  both  sides ^  as  common 
fairness  pointed  out ;  but  have  sutfered 
yourselves  to  be  led  along  by  Corruption's 
sons,  as  an  ass  is  led  by  a  gipsey  ;  you 
have  spitefully  kicked  at  every  man  who 
has  endeavoured  to  set  you  free ;  and  even 
now,  when  your  backs  are  breaking  under 
your  burdens,  and  your  bones  are  sticking 
through  your  skins,  you  appear  to  feel  a 
new  /it  of  alarm  at  the  proposition  of  that 
measure,  which  alone  can,  by  any  possi- 
bility, afford  you  relief  and  security. 

Under  such  circumstances,  it  is  almost 
impossible  for  us  so  far  to  master  our  re- 
sentment as  to  entertain  a  desire  tbet^ou 
should  now  act  the  part  that  becomes  you  ; 
but,  to  harbour  such  resentment  would  be 
to  inj'ure  the  great  cause  of  the  country, 
and  it  is,  therefore,  our  dnty  to  bury  it,  \i 
possible,  in  everlasting  oblivion.  For  my 
own  part,   bred    up   in  the  country,  apd 
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taught  in  early  life  to  look  towards  your 
order  with  great  respect ;  remembering 
the  times  when  your  hospitality  and  bene- 
volence had  not  been  swept  away  by  the 
tax-gatherer ;  having  still  in  my  recol- 
lection so  many  excellent  men,  to  whose 
grandfathersj  upon  the  same  spots,  my 
grandfathers  had  yielded  cheerful  obe- 
dience and  reverence,  it  is  not  without 
sincere  sorrow  thjct  I  have  beheld  many  of 
the  sons  of  these  men  driven  from  their 
fathers'  mansions,  or  holding  them  as  little 
better  than  tenants  or  stewards,  while  the 
swarms  of  Placemen,  Pensioners,  Con- 
tractors, and  Nabobs,  with  all  the  keen 
habits  of  their  former  lives,  have  usurped 
a  large  part  of  the  soil,  and  wholly 
changed  the  manners  and  even  the  morals 
of  the  cotintry.  Upon  this  occasion,  I 
wish  to  address  you  in  the  temper  inspired 
by  the  recollection  of  early  impressions, 
rather  than  in  that  which  recent  facts 
would  naturally  dictate.  For  more  than 
ten  years  I  have  been  endeavouring  to 
convince  you,  that  that  which  has  now 
taken  place  would  take  place.  I  have 
hitherto,  with  regard  to  you,  laboured  in 
Tain ;  and,  one  more  eifort,  though  it 
should  prove  equally  useless,  will  form  but 
a  trifling  addition  to  the  disappointments 

already  experienced. 

My  opinion  is,  that  you  have  now  no 
choice  remaining,  except  that  which  lies 
between  a  Reform  of  Parliament  and  the 
loss  of  your  estates  through  the  means  of 
taxation  ;  and  the  soundness  of  this  opi- 
^  nion  I  will,  if  you  will  give  me  a  patient 
hearing,  endeavour  to  prove  in  the  clearest 

manner. 

Let  me  first  ask  you  a  question  or  two 

ippUcabie  to  this  matter.     Look,  each  of 


you,  just  around  your  own  neighbour- 
hoods. Take  a  circumference  of  thirty 
or  forty  miles.  Put  all  the  Gentlemen's 
mansions  within  that  compass  down  upon 
paper.  Write  against  each  who  was  the 
owner  thir/^  1/ ears  ago ^  and  who  is  the 
Owner  nozi\  And  then  tell  me,  what 
reason  you  have  to  hope,  that  your  sons 
will  possess  your  estates  ?  If  you  have 
any  love  for  your  children,  can  you  take 
this  survey  without  experiencing  tJie  most 
poignant  anguish  ?  Then,  look  at  the 
numerous  little  farm-houses  tumbling 
down,  or  suffered  to  dwindle  into  wretch- 
ed sheds  for  labourers.  Look  at  the  out- 
stretchings  of  the  Metropolis,  and  see  the 
increase  of  glittering  chariots  that  rattle 
through  its  streets  and  squares  ;  then  turn 
to  the  places  where  numerous  hamlets 
once  stood  inhabited  by  happy  people ; 
and,  then  tell  me,  whether  the  accumula- 
tion of  property  into  great  masses,  by  the 
means  of  taxes  and  loans,  h,ave  been  for 
the  glory  or  the  disgrace  of  the  country  ? 
Seart:h  the  poor-books  of  fifty  years  back, 
and,  when  you  find  but  one  pauper  for 
every  hundred  patters  that  now  are  upon 
those  books,  tell  m*e  whether  you  can  be- 
hold the  horrid  sight  without  shame  for 
the  present  and  appreheusion  for  the  fu- 
ture? The  sons  of  Corruption  would 
fain  induce  you  to  believe,  that  this  dread- 
ful change  has  been  produced  by  a  change 
in  the  morals  and  manners  of  the  labouc- 
ifig  people.  This  k  not  a  very  decent 
charge  to  make  against  them  at  the  close 
of  a  war,  during  which  those  classes  have 
shown  so  much  valour,  and  have  endured 
with  patience  so  many  and  such  great 
hardships.  But  the  fact  is,  that  there  is 
less  drunkenness  than  formerly  ;    the  la* 
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bourers  work  harder  than  their  forefathers 
worked ;  and,  it  surely  will  not  be  de- 
nied, that  they  are  better  educated,  if  by 
education  we  mean  reading  and  writing. 
What,  then,  can  have  caused  the  poor- 
rates  to  rise,  during  the  sway  of  the  Pitts 
and  the  Roses,  from  two  millions  and  a 
quarter  to  eight  millions  a  year  ?  What 
can  have  been  the  cause  of  this  increase  of 
human  degradation  ?  It  is  useless,  besides 
being  unjusif,  to  rail  against  the  poor.  It  is 
clear,  that  they  ought  to  be  fed,  that  they 
have  both  a  legal  and  equitable  right  to  be 
fed  out  of  the  produce  of  the  soil;  but,  it 
is  also  clear,  that  they  must  be  so  fed. 
They  never  crm  be  made  to  die  by  thou- 
sands quietly  under  the  hedges  ;  and,  if 
they  coidd^  the  evil  would  be  still  greater; 
for  then  there  would  be  nobody  to  labour, 
and  the  country  would  become  again  a 
wilderness. 

It  FS  impossible  for  you  to  dwell  upon 
reflections  of  this  kind  for  ten  minutes 
without  being  convinced,  that  there  is 
so«ie  great,  radical  cause  of  all  these 
evils.  And,  does  it  not  become  you, 
then,  patiently  to  investigate  that  cause? 
if  you,  however  unreasonably,  have  im- 
bibed a  dislike  of  the  person  w  ha  now  ad- 
dresses you ;  if  you  have  been  addicted, 
however  unjustly,  to  rail  against  his  mo- 
tives ;  if  you  still  think  him  actuated  by 
mischievous  designs,  even  that  opinion 
ought  not,  unless  you  prefer  self-destruc- 
tion to  self-preservation,  to  shut  your 
ears  against  his  reasonings,  which  can 
belong  to  no  family  or  name,  which  must 
he  either  true  or  false^  whether  they 
come  from  him  or  any  body  else;  thus  to 
shut  your  ears  would  be  io  act  as  foolish  a 
part  as  the  refusing  of  a  guinea  because 
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tendered  to  you  by  a  man  against  whom 
you  happened  io  have  a  grudge.  If  you 
had  a  bad  opinion  of  the  man  who  tender- 
ed the  guinea,  you  would  examine  very 
carefully  to  ascertain  whether  it  \sn,sgold ; 
you  would  weigh  it  to  see  whether  it  was 
zoelshi :  but,  if  you  found  it  of  pure  quality 
and  of  full  quantity,  you  never  would  be 
so  foolish  as  to  refuse  to  put  it  into  your 
pocket. 

But,  at  the  present  day,  there  is  ano- 
ther and  most  important  reason  for  your 
lending  a  patient  ear  i  for  your  examining 
and  well  weighing  what  is  tendered  to  you, 
which  reason  is  this :  that  your  farmers, 
your  tradespeople,  your  workmen  of  all 
sorts  are  verj/  attentively  reading  upon 
these  subjects.  It  is  quite  useless  for  you 
to  endeavour  to  discourage  and  check  the 
progress  of  political  knowledge.  That 
knowledge  has  gone  forth  like  the  rays  of 
the  sun  bursting  a  black  cloud  asunder ; 
and,  it  is  as  impossible  to  destroy  the 
eflfect  cf  that  knowledge  as  it  would  be  to 
smother  the  rays  of  the  sun.  Even  err  or  ^ 
when  strongly  imprinted  on  the  mind,  has 
always  been  found  extremely  difficult  to 
efface.  What,  then,  is  to  efface  triithy 
when  imprinted  on  the  mind  in  fair  and 
distinct  characters?  "  lihc  lower  classes^'" 
as  they  are  called  by  the  sons  of  Corrup- 
tion, appear,  io  some,  tp  have  becoine  en- 
lightened all  of  a  sudden.  They  have,  in- 
deed, put  forth  their  proofs  of  knowledge 
all  of  a  sudden  ;  but,  the  truth  is,  that  they  , 
have  long  been  acquiring  that  knowledge. 
They  have  been  patiently  and  impartially 
listening;  they  have  been  reading  atten-, 
tively  what  you  have  been  turning  your 
eyes  from ;  and  now  that  the  times  call 
them  forthj  they  astonish  you  with  their 
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political  learning.  You  must,  therefore,  if 
it  be  only  in  your  own  defence,  now  resort 
to  the  same  sources.  It  is  useless  for  you, 
in  conjunction  with  the  Pittite  Parsons, 
to  shut  the  light  out  of  Reading  Rooms 
and  great  Booksellers'  shops.  It  makes 
its  way  through  the  country  in  spite  of 
your  and  their  threats.  1\  hvis  been,  by 
^a   singular  process,    shut  out   of  Mess- 


forward  and  exercised  them  with  talent 
and  spirit,  and,  at  the  same  time,  with 
the  greatest  possible  prudence.  Must 
not  the  natural  consequence  be,  that  the 
people  wi^U  drop  that  respect  for  the  rich 
which  they  have  hitherto  enteriained  ? — 
And,  is  not  this  a  most  awful  warning  to 
the  Country  Gentle-men?  Must  they  not 
see  in  these  instances  a  proof,  that,  un- 


Rooms  and  Ward -Rooms.     Bat  all  these    less^/idfj/place^hemselves  at  the  head  of  the 


measures  have  only  served  to  keep  the 
higher  or  richer  classes  in  political  igno- 
rance, while  the  middle  and  louver  classes, 
as  you  call  them,  have  been  acquiring 
light,  and  improving  in  knowledge.  The 
mass  of  information  wkich  has  been  dis- 
covered at  the  several  publicmeetings 
seems  quite  surprizing.  The  Majors, 
Provosts,  Boroughreev^s,  and  others, 
who  have  refused  to  call  public  meetings, 
imagined,  I  dare  say,  that  the  people 
were  nothing  of  themselves.  They  have 
found  their^mistake  by  this  time,  and  they 
must  have  been  reaely  to  gnaw  their  very 
lingers  off  to  see  the. accounts  of  those 
proceedings,  which  have  been  published, 
and  in  which  a  degree  of  talent  and  of  wis- 
dom has  appeared,  surpassing,  and  very 
far  surpassing,  any  thing  that  was  ever 
before  brought  forth  at  Public  Meetings 
III  this  or  any  other  country.  At  Not- 
tingham, the  Corporate  Body,  like  men 
of  sense,  have  cordially  acted  with  the 
people ;  but,  at  Manchester,  Wigan, 
Boston,  Lynn,  Glasgow,  Paisley,  Ren- 
frew, and  divers  other  places,  all  psrsoi^g 
in  authority  have  either  thrown  obstacles 
in  the  way,  or  have,  at  the  very  least,  re- 
fused, to  participate.  This,  however,  has 
not  at  all  held  the  people  in  check.  They 
know^heir  rights,  and  they  have  come 


people,  in  the  work  of  Reform,  the  peo- 
ple will  find  leaders  amongst  their  own 
body  ?  Must  they  not  see  even  a  i^reater 
ilanger  ;  must  they  not  see,  that,  if  they 
still  keep  aloot,  they  will,  at  la«t,  be- 
come objects,  not  aitogf^iher  of  contrmpt, 
but  also  of  resentment  ?  When  the  rich 
and  the  powerful  of  both  the  politieal 
factions  united  met  in  the  open  air  at 
Maidston;:  to  propose  an  address  to  the 
Prince  on  the  Man  iage  of  his  Daughter, 
they  had  no  more  idea  of  an  opposition 
from  ^ he  people  than  they  had  of  an  open- 
ing of  the  earth  beneath  them.  What 
must  have  been  their  "•  surprhe  and  re^ 
gret^"^  when  they  fon ud  the  people,  not 
that  shouting,  huzzaing  rabble  that  fol- 
lowed Old  Biucher  about  the  streets,  but 
a  well-informed  body,  who  saw  to  the 
bottom  of  the  subject,  who  knew  how  to 
trace  their  own  suffer-ngs  down  from  the 
grants  of  public-money,  and  who,  having 
spirit  equal  to  their  understanding,  hissed 
the  rich  and  powerful  addressers  from  the 
open  air  into  a  room  in  a  tavern  !  Will 
not  instances  like  these  satisfy  you,  that 
the  time  is  arrived  for  you  to  show  your, 
selves  ?  If  they  will  not,  you  must  be  in 
more  than  Egyptian  darktiess. 

But,  and  this  brings  me  to  the  main 
point  as  concerns  you,  what  do  the  peo- 


781] 


December  21,  1S16. 


[J82 


pie  ask  for  ?     They  do  not  ask  for  any 
one  thing,  in  the  obtaining  of  whidi  you 
are  not  as  deeply  interested  as  they  are. 
They  do  not  ask  for  yoiir  properti/  fo  be 
taken  from  i^ou  ;  they  do  not  ask  for  your 
rents  to  he  reduced.     On    i\\Q  contrary, 
they  ask  for    that  which   would  prevent 
vour  total   ruin   and   the    annihilation  of 
your  very  names.     Your  conduct  is  rjost 
surprising,  and  not  to  be  accounted  for 
upon  any  supposition  short  of  that  of  the 
existence  of  an   almost  self-devotion   to 
<lestruction.     You  have  seen  a  law  passed 
to  make  a  tax   on  your  land  perpetual  ; 
then,  upon  the  back   of  tliat,  you  have 
seen  another  passed,  under  the  name  of  a 
redemption  of  that  taocy  to  make  you  pur- 
chase the  tax,  or  to  enable  the  govern- 
ment to  sell  it  to   any  body  else.     And, 
thus,  you  have  been  comp€Med  to  pur- 
chase back  part  of  your  own  estates^  or  to 
sell  a  part  of  them  in  order  to  prevent  the 
government  fram  selling  to  other  indivi- 
duals a  rent  charge  upon  the  whole.     In 
same  instances  the   right   to  receive   the 
tax  has  been  bought  by  individuals;  in 
others  you   have  sold  part  of  the  CvStates 
entailed  upon  your  sons,  in  order  to  buy 
the  property  in  the  remainder.     And,    in 
all  this  you  appear  to  have  very  qujetly 
acquiesced  !     You  now  hear  your  rents 
attacked;  not  by  X\iQ people ^  but  by  some 
of  the  Correspondents   of  the  Hoard  of 


Jgriculiure^  which  Board  is  a  Government    to  abandon  to  the  rain,  the  wind  and  the 


Board,  and  maintained  at  the  public  ex^ 


out  of  sight  ;  and,  if  W^y  mean  any 
thing  practical,  thfey  must  mean,  timt 
you  ought  to  he  compelled  to  lower  your 
rents;  or  in  other  words,  to  surrender 
another  large  part  of  your  estates  I  And 
yet,  you  appear  to  feel  no  sort  of  alarm  at 
proceedings  and  propositions  like  these  ! 
You,  wise  men  that  you  are,  arc  not  to 
be  awakened  to  a  sense  of  darvger  by  any 
thing  but  the  expression  of  the  people's 
wish  to  have  a  voice  in  the  choosing  of 
those  who  are  to  make  laws  and  impose 
taxes  ! 

That,  if  ncr  change   take  place,   your 
Estates  will   pass  away  from  you  is  not 
now  attempted  to  be  denied  by  any  one 
who  has  the  ability  to  put  pen  to  paper. 
And,   yet   you    remain    stagnant   as   the 
weeds  of  Letlie  \    The  operation  of  the 
funding    and   army    system    upon    your 
estates  is  jast  as  visible  as  the  operation 
of  lading  water  out  of  one  bucket  and 
putting  into  another ;  that  is  to  say,  it  is 
thus  visible  to  all  eyes   but  yours ;  for, 
if  it  were  visible  to  you,  your  co.c.d*ct 
would  denounce  you  as  dovvnright  idcots, 
You  see  your  incomes  fail  off;  you  see 
your  tenants  ruined;  you  see  all  the  la-, 
bourers  become  paupers ;  you  are  com- 
pelled to  shut  up  your  windows,  to  turn 
ofFyour  servants,  to  lay  down  your  horses- 
and   carriages,   to  hang  or  drown  your 
dogs,  to  cease  all  hospitality,  and  finally 


bats  the    mansions,  in   which^  you    were 


pence.  Rents!  These  persons  complain  |  born,  and  which,  only  in  your  immediate 
of  your  high  rcyts  ;  and  i\\Qy  propose,  !  fathers*  life  times,  were  scenes  of  plenty, 
that  they  should  be  reduced.  They  say,  i  hilarity  and  happiness.  You  slide  into 
that  high  rents  are  the  cause  of  the  na-  j  some  patched-up  farm  house  and  vainly 
tional  misery,  taking  care  to  keep  the  ^hope,  by  assuming  the  occupation,  to  shase 
Debt  and  Taxes  and  Change  o€  Currency  j  in  the  profits,  of  the  farmer  ;  or  you  hide 
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your  diminished  heads  in  some  gaudy  box, 
where  art  is  at  strife  wi^  nature,  in  the 
skirts  of  the  Metropolis,  and  where,  in- 
stead df  the  Toice  of  your  hounds,  you 
are  cheered  with  the  rumble  of  the  conve- 
nient short  coach  which  takes  you  to  steal 
your  politics  while  you  are  snapping  up 
your  dinner  ;  or,  unable  to  endure  this 
degradation  in  the  land  of  your  fore-fa- 
thers, you  decamp  to  some  foreign  shore^ 
■wlier€,  while  you  linger  out,  in  as  tate  of 
voluntary  exile,  a  liCe  of  shabby  gentility, 
your  children  imbibe  the  rudiments  of  that 
mongrel  education,  which  well  prepares 
them  to  wander  through  the  world,  cursed 
with  poverty  and  pride,  loaded  with  con- 
tempt aiid  bereft  of  the  benefits  of  com- 
passion. 

All  this  you  know  ;  all  this  you  see 
before  your  eyes;  all  this  many  of  you 
afe  now  actually  experiencing  ;  and  yet 
not  a  hand,  not  a  tongue,  have  you  moved 
in  order  to  get  rid  of  the  cause  of  your 
ruin !  If  there  be  ten  men,  composing 
a  community  ;  if  each  has  a  certain  por- 
tion of  property;  if  two  out  of  the 
ten  contrive,  by  any  means  to  appro- 
priate to  themselves  a  certain  large  part 
of  the  property  of  the  other  eight 
every  year  ;  is  it  not  clear  as  day*light, 
that,  in  a  very  few  years,  the  two  must 
liave  all  the  property/,  and,  of  course,  the 
eight  have  no  property  at  all  ?  And  yet 
you  will  not  see,  that  the  Taxgatherer, 
who  takes  a  large  part  of  your  incomes 
aod  hands  it  over  to  the  Placemen,  the 
Pensioners,  the  Grantees,  the  Fundhold- 
ers,  and  the  Army,  arc  actually  engaged 
fh  such  a  transfer  !  You  will  not  see  this ; 
but  you  sec  dreadful  dangers  in  a  Reform 


of  the    Parliament,    which    would    very 
nearly  put  an  end  to  thie  transfer  I 

Well !  But  you  do  see  it.  You  see 
it  and  feel  it.  You  know,  that,  in  a  sho^t 
time,  you  must  be  ruined,  if  no  change 
take  place*  The  delusive  hope,  that  it  is 
a  sudden  transition  from  war  to  peace  has 
been  dispelled  ;  you  see  that  the  cause  is 
as  permanent  as  the  60  millions  of  taxes 
and  the  8  or  10  millions  of  poor-rates. 
You  do,  at  last,  confess,  that  the  loss  of 
your  estates,  of  which  I  warned  you 
more  than  ten  years  ago,  has  taken  place 
in  part  and  is  now  upon  the  eve  of  eon- 
summation.  Vou  wish  not  to  be  wholly 
stript.  You  would,  if  you  could,  save 
the  remnant  of  your  property.  Why, 
then,  do  you  not  join  the  people^  who 
with  undivided  voice  are  praying  for  that 
change,  which  they  look  to  as  the  only 
means  of  affording  effectual  present  re- 
lief and  future  security,  and  which  cer- 
tainly is  as  necessary  to  you  as  to  them  ? 

The  Press  of  Corruption  call  upon  yoa 
to  keep  aloof  upon  these  groiuids  :  They 
say,  that  the  standing  army  is  necessary 
to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  country; 
that  the  present  amount  of  Civil  List, 
Sinecures,  Pensions,  Grants  and  Salaries 
is  also  necessary  ;  and  that,  to  reduce  the 
interest  of  the  Debt  would  be  a  breach  of 
national  faith  and  a  robbery. 

Now,  the  Reform ers;say,  and  I  for  one, 
that  a  Reform  would  cause  the  peace  of 
the  country  never  to  be  broken,  or  at- 
tempted to  be  broken,  except  in  such  a 
trifling  degree  as  to  be  easily  restored  by 
peace-officers.  We  say,  that,  as  to  Sine- 
cures, Pensions,  &c.  a  Reformed  Parlia- 
ment woald  reduce  them  io  the  standard 
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of  strict  public  services.  We  say,  that, 
as  to  Salaries  and  Pay,  they  would  be  re- 
duced in  iiie  pjoportion  in  which  the 
wages  of  labourers  and  mechanics  and 
manufacturers  ha?e  been  reduced.  We 
say,  that,  if  we  were  to  stop  here,  the 
drain  upon  your  estates  would  become 
much  less  than  it  is.  Bat,  I  am  not  for 
stopping  here.  I  am  for  making  that  re- 
duction of  the  interest  of  the  Debt,  which 
has  been  stigmaiized  as  a  breach  of  na- 
tional faith.)  and,  by  others,  as  a  robbery  ; 
and,  I  will  endeavour  to  profc,  that  it  is 
neither  one  nor  the  other. 

At  several  of  the  public  meeting*  it  has 
been  resolved,  that  the  Debt  is  not  na- 
tional \  that  those  only  owe  the  money, 
who  have  tioted  for  those  who  borrowed 
the  money ;  and  that  those  who  have 
filled  the  seats  owe  the  Debt.  Without 
attemptiog  to  entor  into  thi«  question  at 
present,  I  shall  proceed  to  say,  that  those 
who  have  lent  their  money  to  the  go- 
vernment were  the  best  judges  of  the  se- 
turity  they  received  for  re-payment. 
They  very  well  knew,  that  they  had  no 
other  security  than  that  which  the  power 
of  collecting  a  sufficiency  of  taxes  gave 
them ;  aad,  the  simple  question  is,  whe- 
ther, in  order  to  collect  a  sufficiency  of 
taxes,  the  nation  is  bound  to  hazard  the 
very  lives  of  a  great  part  of  the  people. 
I  say,  that  it  is  not;  I  say,  that  the  safety 
and  happiness  of  raUlions  is  to  be  preferred 
to  the  safety  and  happiness  of  thousands; 
and,  I  say,  that  this  is  a  principle  that  is 


currency  One  pound  of  which  was  equal 

in  value  to  a  pound  of  the  present  day  ; 
but,  all  those  who  lent  the  Government 
money  after  the  stoppage  of  fhe  Bank  in 
1797,  lent  no  such  a  thing.  They  lent  a 
paper-money  of  inferior  value  ;  and  now, 
when  the  currency  has  been  again  raised 
in  value,  is  the  nation  bound  to  pay  the 
leaders  as  much  of  iMs  paper  as  they  lent 
of  an  inferior  paper  ?  If  the  lending  had 
been  in  pieces  of  gold  of  orbS  ounce  weight 
each,  would  it  be  d  robbery  to  make  pay- 
ment for  ten  pieces  in  five  pieces  of  tiso 
ounces  weight  each  ?  If  the  lending  had 
been  in  bushels  of  wheat  at  9s.  a  bushel, 
would  it  be  a  robbery  to  ma^ke  payment 
for  ten  bushels  in  five  bushels  at  18s.  each  ? 
And,  though  the  price  of  wheat  rs  now 
more  than  half  what  it  used  to  be  when 
the  money  was  lent,  this  is  merely  owing 
to  a  short  crop^  and,  if  we  take  all  the 
articles  of  produce,  lean  stock,  meat, 
wool,  ftax,  and  corn,  they  do  not  sell /or 
half  the  price  they  sold  for  when  the  main 
part  of  the  money  was  borrowed.  And 
yet  they  call  it  robbery,  if  we  do  not 
continue  to  pay  two  for  one  ! 

Nor  had  the  nation  any  thing  to  do  in 
changing  the  value  of  the  currency.  The 
Governor  and  Directors  of  the  Bank 
Company  wore  bound  by  law  to  pay  the 
amount  of  their  notes  to  the  bearer  upon 
demand  in  gold  and  silver.  They  issued 
such  large  quantities  of  Notes,  that,  in 
1797,  when  the  holders  of  the  Notes  went 
for  payment,  the  Governor  and  Directors 


and  humanity. 

But,  let  us  look  a  little  into  the  facts 
of  this   case.      There   are   some  of  the 


consonant  with  every   notion   of  justice     went  to  Pitt  and  told  him  ^Ae/r  year* /or 


the  safety  of  their  concern  Pitt  procured 
an  Order  of  Council  authorising  them  to 
refuse  to  pay  their  notes  1     This  was  all 


FundholderSj  who  lent  their  money  in  a    unlawful ;  but,  the  Parliament  ptssed  an 
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act  to  protect  the  GoTeruor  and  Directors 
and  Pitt  and^the  ('oiincil  against  the  con- 
sequences of  this  great  and  jnemorable 
breach  of  the  laws.  This  Bank  Company 
are  amongst  the  very  greatest  of  the  Fund- 
holders^  and  they  cry  aioud  about  breach 
of  faith,  about  robbery,  because  Mr. 
Preston  and  others  have  proposed  to  pay 
them  no  longer  the  value  of  two  bushels 
of  wheat  for  the  value  of  one  bushel  of 
wheat ! 

The  Bank  paper,  including  the  Country 
paper^  which  depended  upon  that  of  the 
London  Bank,  has  now  been  more  than 
half  d/r«sy«  in.  Whose  fault  was  that  ? 
Not  the  naiion''s.  The  nation  had  no 
hand  in  the  stoppage  of  1797,  nor  had  it 
any  hand  in  drawing  in  the  paper.  The 
whole  has  bceii  done  by  those  who  manage 
the  paper-money  ;  and  yet,  the  nation  at 
large  are  to  be  called  robbers,  if  they 
assert,  that  they  ought  not  to  be  wholly 
ruined  by  the  operations  of  these  ma- 
nagers ! 

Let  us  take  the  case  of  the  common 
day-labourer.  Infinite  pains  have  been 
taken  by  the  sons"bf  Corruption  to  per- 
suade the  labouring  classes,  that  they  do 
not  pay  any  part  of  V.^q  Debt,  Oh,  no  ! 
great  care  is  taken,  these  corrupt  men 
tell  them,  not  to  tax  THJEM.  Great 
care  is  taken  to  lay  the  weight  upon  the 
shoulders  ©f  those  who  are  able  to  bear 
it.  Great  care  is  taken  not  to  make 
the  p«or  man  contribute  towards  the 
support  of  the  spleiulid  -Sinecure  Place- 
man and  Pensioner ;  and  these  cor- 
rupt men  say,  ,  that  the  war,  having 
been  carried  on  for  the  protection  of* 
property,  men  of  pi^operty  are,  and  ought 
to  l>€,   liable  to  pay  the  interest  of  the 


Debt  which  was  contracted,  that  is  to 
say,  ^^  money  that  zvas  borrowed  and 
expended  upon  the  zcar.  If  this  really 
r/ere  the  case^  and  if  the  taxes  paid  by 
you  and  your  yeomanry-cavalry  tenants, 
did  not  at  all  affect  the  labouring  classes, 
it  would  be  a  matter  of  much  less  conse- 
quence than  it  is.  But,  this,  is  not  the 
case.  The  Press  of  Corruption  tell  the 
labouring  people  a  gross  and  wicked 
falsehood  when  it  tells  them,  that  they  are 
not  taxed.  They  are  taxed,  and  pretty 
handsomely  too.  The  Malt,  Beer,  Lea- 
ther, Salt,  Sugar,  Tea,  Tobacco,  Soap, 
Candles,  and  Spirits,  of  w^hich  the  farmer's 
man,  the  artizan,  the  m&chanic,  and  the 
manufacturer,  and  their  families,  consume, 
and  must  consume,  a  very  large  part  of 
all  tiiat  is  consumed  in  the  country  ;  these 
articles  all  pay  a  heavy  tax,  and,  indeed, 
the  taxes  raised  upon  the  Malt,  HopSy 
and  Beer  alone  amount  to  a  greater  sum, 
and  a  much  greater  sum,  than  the  taxes 
on  all  the  Land  and  all  the  Houses,  all 
the  WindozDs,  all  the  Carriages,  all  the 
Horses,  all  the  Servants,  all  the  Dogs, 
and  all  the  other  taxes  imposed  on  the 
rich  and  not  on  the  poor.  Let  us,  how- 
ever, come  to  the  proof;  for  this  is  a 
great  matter.  Let  me  go  to  the  Book  ; 
the  Book  of  all  Books ;  the  Book  of 
Taxes !  Here  I  have  it  before  me.  It  is 
an  account  of  what  the  Government  re- 
ceived from  the  people  in  England,  Scot- 
land, and  Wales,  during  the  last  year  of 
our  lives.  It  received,  for  the  above- 
mentioned  things,  as  follows  : 


For  Beer,  Hops  and  Malt    •••• 
For    Land,  Houses,   Windows, 
Carriages,  Horrses,  Mules,  Ser- 
vants, Bailiffs^  Waiters,  Pow 
der  Tax,  Dogs,  &c.  &c.  oi)ly 


Pounds. 
9,^88,641 


7,n6,200 
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So  that  the  Beer,  Hops  and  Malt  alone, 
which  are  chieiiy  used  by  those  uho  are 
called  the  ''  Lower  Classes,^^  pay  neariy 
one  fourth  part  more  every  year  than  all 
(he  Land,  Hou.ses,  Windows,  and  the 
other  things  just  narru^d.  And,  yet, the 
Corrupt  Press  would  fawi  make  the  La- 
bouring Classes  beli-eve  that  the^  pay  no 
taxes,  and  that  great  cafe  h^s  been  taken 
not  to  lay  any  burdens  upon  those  who 
are  not  well  able  to  bear  them  !  And, 
this  is  the  reason,  forsooth,  w!iy  the 
poor  ought  not  to  have  a  vote  at  elec- 
tions ! 

But,  I  am  wandering  from  the  point 
immediately  before  me,  which  was  to 
show  how  the  common  day-labourer 
stands  affected  with  regard  to  the  Debt 
The  p.xpcncGS  of  the  Gov^ernment  may  be 
divided  into  two  heads  : — Ftrst,  the  ar- 
my, navv,  civil  list,  pensions,  S:c.  and, 
SeconcL  the  Debt,  The  taxes  required 
to  pay  the   army,  navy,  &<:.   amonnt   to 


from  9^.  to  10^.  a  week.  And,  if  we 
reckon  th^  tirae  that  he  now  loses  for 
want  of  work,  whi^h  used  never  to  be  tlie 
case,  his  wages  have,  in  faat,  j^specially  if 
vre  include  the  want  of  work  for  his  wife 
and  children,  been  reduced  ofie  half. 
And,  is  he  still  to  pay  the  61.  135.  4d.  a 
year  on  account  of  the  Debt?  When 
the  Debt-money  was  borrowed,  it  took 
only  about  eight  weeks'  wages  in  the  year 
to  pay  hh  portion  of  the  charge  for  the 
Debt ;  but  now  it  takes  sixteen  leeeks"* 
wages  272  the  year ;  and  the  Fundholder 
can  have  these  sixteen  weeks'  wages  for 
the  same  quantity  of  money  that  he  could 
have  had  eight  weeks'  wages  '  when  the 
Debt-money  was  borrowed.  And  yet 
they  call  it  a  robbery  to  reduce  the  pay- 
ment from  sixteen  weekb'  wages  to  eight 
weeks'"  wages !  Nay,  they  call  it  a  ro&- 
beiy  to  re>duce  tha  F uiidholder  .one  per 
cent;  that  is  to  say,  they  Call  it  a  rob- 
bery to  give  him  more  than  tiie  amount  of 


about  2^  millions  a  year;  and   iho  taxes    twelve  weeks'  wages  for  the  eight  weeks' 

wages  which  he  lont  to  the  gOTcrnment  ! 
This  they  stigmatize  as  a  robbery  ;  this 
they  call  a  breach  of  national  faith; 
against  this  they  cry  as  loudly  as  parson 
Parks  cried,  the  other  day,  against  the 
''"horrid  and  diabolical  plot,"  which  he 
had  discovered  in  a  hackney  coacla,  and 
which  Consisted,  I  suppose,  in  the  en- 
twining of  ribbons  of  colours  red,  white 
and  blue ! 

It  is  impossible  to  take  this  view  of  the, 
matter  and  not  to  be  convinced,  that 
things  cannot  go  on  in  their  present  train 
for  any  k«gth  of  (ime.  The  question, 
thereiorc,  is  not,  whether  all  ^hall  remain 
as  it  is  or  a  change  'ako  place;  for  a 
change  of  some   sort  must  take   place ; 


required  to  pay  the  interest  of  the  Debt 

to  about  44  millions  a  year  ;  so  that  the 

charge  for  the  Debt  is  twice  as  great  as 

the   charge   k>r  every    thing   else.     The 

commonest  da} -labourer  pays,  in  taxes, 

according  to  Mr.  Preston's  computation, 

ten'  pounds  a  year^  if  he   earn  eighteen 

pounds   a   year,  and,   of  course  his   ten 

pounds  are  divided  nearly  as  follows  : 

£    s.    d. 
For  Army,  Civil  List,  Sec.     3     6     8 

For  Debt    'e  13    4 


10    0     0 


Now,  when  the  greater  part  of  the 
Debt-money  was  borrowed,  U^c  labouring 
man  used  to  receive  at  Botley  from  1 5s. 
to  ]8s.  a  week ;  and  be  now  receives  only 


791J 


Address  to  the  Country  Gentlemen. 


[792 


audi  the  only  question  is^   of  what  sort 
tliat  change  shall  be. 

I  believe,  that  most  men  are  convincedj 
fhat,  if  a  Reform  of  the  Parliament  had 
talvcn  place  in  1792,  we  never  should 
have  seen  a  war  against  the  people  of 
France ;  that  we  should  have  suffered 
that  people  to  settle  their  affairs  in  their 
own  way  ;  that  we  should  not  have  ex- 
pended million  after  mUlion  on  the  Bour- 
bon fugitives  and  French  aristocratic  and 
ecclesiastical  Emigrants,  while  our  own 
list  of  paupers  was  increasing  at  so  dread- 
ful a  rate  :  and  that  we  should  never  have 
heard  of  votes  for  monuments  to  comme- 
morate the  glory  of  having  restored  the 
Bourbons  and  the  Inquisition.  I  believe, 
that  most  men,  high  as  well  as  low,  are 
now  convinced  of  this.  I  believe  also, 
,that  the  same  conviction  prevails  as  to  the 
impossibility  of  sufficiently  reducing  the 
expe\!ces  of  the  conntry,  and,  of  course, 
the  taxes,  icithout  a  Reform.  At  any 
rate,  the  people,  the  great  body  of  the 
people,  are  now  most  thoroughly  con- 
vinced, that  their  miserie,s  can  never  have 
an  end,  until  this  Reform  shall  tuke  place. 
They  now  clearly  sec  what  are  the  real 
causes  of  their  sufferings:  they  see  that 
they  arise  from  taxation  and  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Paper-money  ;  they  have  too 
much  sense  to  believe  that  Soiip-Kettles 
can  form  a  permanent  establishment,  and 
too  much  spirit  to  endure  the  thought  of 
IiYing  all  their  lives  upon  alms ;  they 
laugh,  and  well  they  may,  at  the  idea  of 
Saving  Banks,  where  they  are  to  provide 
for  sickness  and  old  age  by  putting  by 
apenny  or  two  a  week^  while  each  la- 
bourer is  paying  about  four  shillings  a 
week  in  taxes.     In  short,  they  now,  in 


spite  of  all  the  endeavours  to  '*  irritate 
and  mislead,''^  clearly  see  their  way,  and 
are  coolly  and  firmly  pressing  forward 
with  petitions  for  Reform. 

And,  why  are  you  alarmed  at  this? — 
Do  yoa  fear  the  consequences  of  putting 
an  end  to  that  mass  of  bribery  and  cor- 
ruption and  immorality  of  every  s©rt, 
which  now  attend  elections  ?  How  can, 
you  be  injured  by  annual  parliaments  and 
universal  suffrage  ?  If  the  Members  be 
really  the  choice  of  the  people,  what  is  it 
io you  how  often  they  are  elected  ?  Does 
universal  suffrage  frighten  you  ?  Why 
should  it,  if  universal  taxation  does  not  ? 
By  the  word  universal  it  is  impossible 
that  we  should  mean  universal  in  its  lite^ 
ral  sense.  We  often  say,  that  ^' all  the 
worliV  knows  such  or  such  a  thing.  But, 
by  these  words,  we  do  not  mean,  that  all 
the  people  in  all  countries,  savages  and 
all,  know  it.  The  word  universal  is 
made  use  of  to  save  the  repetition  of  a 
great  many  words.  We  explain,  that  we 
mean,  that  every  mrtw,  who  is  of  age,  and 
who  is  untainted  with  any  infamous  crime, 
should  have  a  vote  ;  and,  when  we  have 
so  clearly  shown,  that  even  the  common 
day-labourer  is  so  heavily  taxed^  we  wait 
to  hear  the  arguments  to  prove  that  he 
ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  have  a  vote 
in  the  choosing  of  those  by  whom  he  is  so 
taxed,  and  such  arguments  we  have  not 
yet  heard. 

The  practicability  is  all  that  can  possi- 
bly remain  in  doubt,  for  the  justice  of 
the  thing  is  clear.  Some  persons,  very 
sincere  and  v^ry  able  friends  of  Reform, 
are  disposed  to  stop  at  house-holders  ; 
that  is  to  say,  all  men  who  are  masters  of 
a  fcouse,  or   occupy  a    house,    whether 
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they  pay  any  direct  rates  or  taxes,  or 
whether  they  do  not.  This  would  be 
doing  a  great  deal ;  for,  as  it  would  in- 
clude all  cottagers  and  all  married  jour- 
neymen, it  would,  perhaps,  satisfy  the 
people.  But,  certainly,  nothing  one  inch 
short  of  this  ever  will  satisfy  them  ;  and, 
in  this  case,  the  ballpt  appears  necessary 
to  preserve  the  free  exercise  of  this  inva- 
luable right ;  for,  without  the  ballot,  what 
Is  to  protect  the  farmer  and  the  house- 
holder against  their  landlord  ?  In  America, 
where  so  very  small  a  part  of  the  farmers  are 
tenants^  and  where  (he  labouring  classes 
are  so  very  independentj  they  have  stiU  ad- 
hered to  the  ballot,  which,  besides  the 
protection  it  affords  to  tenants  and  other 
dependent  persons,  has  the  excellent  ef- 
fect, in  many  cases,  of  preventing  strife 
amongst  neighbours  and  relations.  The 
Abbe  Mably,  a  French  writer  of  great 
eminence,  in  his  Letters  to  Mr.  John 
AoAMs  on  the  American    Constitutions, 


vision  against  an  evil  that  cmght  not  t9 
exist;  and  he  predicts,  that  it  will  tend  to 
degrade  the  people.  He  wrote  in  1786  ; 
but,  his  prediction  has  not  yet  been 
fulfilled.  HowcTer,  I  would  break  with 
nobody  on  the  subject  of  thebalkt,  nor  do 
I  believe  #lie  petitioners  in  general  would. 
I  have  confidence  enough  in  the  honesty 
and  spirit  of  my  countrymen  to  believe 
that  without  the  ballot,  they  would  act  au 
became  freeman. 

But,  after  ali^  let  us  have  the  subject 
fairly  dismissed  ;  let  a  BUI  be  brought  in, 
and  let  ug  whea  we  see  its  provisions,  ex- 
amine wkether  tiiey  be  good  or  bad.  \jtt 
fre€  discussion  take  place,  and  I  will  en- 
g«g«)  Hiat  wt  arrive  at  the  truth.  And,what 


has  any  one,  who  means  rightly,  to  f%arr 
from  such  a  reform  ?  It  contemplates  n* 
hostility  to  any  lawful  prerogative  or  ppi». 
vilege ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  fully  con- 
templates ^Q,  real  enjoyment  of  both  by 
those  who  are  entitled  to  them.  Are  you 
afraid,  that  such  a  Reform  would  fill  the 
Comraofis',  or  People's,  House  with  low 
and  foolish  men  ?  If  yon  are,  upon  what 
are  your  fears  founded  ?  Has  a  represen- 
tative system,  from  top  to  toe,  produced 
this  ^^q^qX  in  America  }  No  :  the  four  per- 
sons who  have  been  Presidents,  Messrs. 
Washington,  Adams,  Jefferson,  and 
Madison,  were  the  four  men  most  distin- 
guished in  their  country  for  political 
talent  and  wisdom,  equal  to  any  inen 
upon  earth  as  to  {private  character,  and  ail 
of  them  possessrog  estates,  to  which,  un- 
augmented^)  they  retired  at  ike  termina- 
tion of  their  public  duties.  The  two 
Houses  of  Congress  are  filled,  with  very 
few  exceptions,  by  men  of  some  fortune 


finds  fault  of  the  ballot,  as  being  a  pro-    as  well   as   men  of  distinguished  talent. 


Why,  then,  should  you  suppose,  that  ihQ 
people  of  England,  if  free  to  choose, 
would  fix  therr  choice  on  men  of  no  orO" 
pcrt^  and  ?io  talent! 

But,  are  you  afraid,  that  the  king 
M  ould  be  compelled  ^to  put  his  authority 
into  the  hands  of  men  having  no  noble 
bhod  in  their  veins,  and  that,  thus,  the 
ancient  families  of  the  kingdom  would 
have  the  shame  of  submitting  to  the  sway 
of  up-starts?  Before  you  express  such  a 
fear,  you  should  ask  yourselves,  who  and 
whence  came  those  who  have  this  svray 
in  their  hands  Nov^r.  The  Lord  Chan- 
cellor is  the  son  of  a  Coal-Merchant ; 
Lord  Sidmouth  the  son  of  a  Doctor  of 
Physic ;  Lord  Liverpool  the  son  of  a  very 
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clever  man,   who   was  once  a   writer  in 
reviews  and  other  such  publieations;  Mr. 
Vansiitart  was,  not  many   years  ago,  a 
Sessions  Lawyer  in  Berkshire;    Mr.  Cun- 
ning's oiigrn  I  hav«  no  certain  trac€  of; 
Mr.  Iluskisson  is  a  farmer's  son,  and  has 
been  an  Apothecary  or  Banker's  Cl«rk  ; 
and  our  worthy  friend  Old  George  Rose, 
af  whose  heels  the  Baronets  and  'Squires 
of   Hampshire    follow   like    well-trained 
spaniels,    was    a    Purser    in    the    Navy. 
Come,  come,  then  I    Cheer  up  !    Don't  be 
frightened  !     What  is  it  that  has   raised 
these  men,  aiul  many  others  who  could  be 
mentioned,  to  such  a  height  of  power  ? 
Why,  tJieir  application  to  business  ;  their 
industry ;   their  store  of  knowledge  cal- 
culated for   the  purposes  of  supporting 
the  system  ;   their  superior  talents  of  the 
sort   that  are  required  to  carry  on  that 
which    they   are    wanted    to    cjrry    on. 
If,     therefore,     the     notion     of    attach- 
ing Tmportance  to  mere  birth  were  to  be 
admitted   to   be    wise   instead   of"  being 
foolishness  itself,   what  have  you  to  fear 
on  this  score  from  the  proposed  Reform  ? 
Nay,   I  see  no  reason  at  all,    why  the 
present  manisters,   with  an  exception  or 
two,    should    not    remain    as    they    arc. 
A  reformed  parliament   would  certainly 
leave  the  king  perfectly  unfettered  in  his 
choice;  and,  li  is  the  evils  of  the  present 
sj'stem  that  wc  want  to  get  rid  of,   and 
not  of  the  men  who  carry  it  on.     For,  as 
you  must  have  observed,  amongst  all  the 
numerous  petitions  for  Reform,  not  one 
expressed  a  wish  to   produce  a   change  of 
the  ministers.     The  Whig  press  has  been, 
indeed,  labouring  at  this  point;  but,  its 
effttrts  have  been  so  contemptible  in  point 
of  effect,  that  not  a  single  petition   fcon- 


tains  any  such  thought.  Pitt,  in  hi^ bet- 
tar  days,  and  before  his  coanection  with 
Dundas,  said,  that  without  a  reform  of 
the  parliament,  no  minister  in  England 
oould  be  honesty  by  whieh  he  meant,  I 
suppose,  that  no  minister  ceuid  act  freely 
and  eifectualiy  for  the  good  of  the  coun- 
try ;  and  this  appears'  to  be  the  opinion 
of  the  people. 

Now,  iien,   if  no  other  considerations 
had   any   weight    with  you,   do   you  not 
perceive,   that  there  is  diinger    to   your- 
selves   in    keeping  aloof   from    so   many 
thousands   and  hundreds  of   thousands  of 
sturdy  men  as  are  now  so  eagerly  seeking 
for  the  accomplishment  of  this  great  wish 
of  their  hearts  ?     You  cannot  deny,  if  the 
question  be  put  home  to  you,   that  you 
lament  the  events  of  the  last  twenty-five 
years.     You  cannot  say,  that  you  believe 
the  present  distress  and  misery  io  be  tem- 
porary. You  cannot  point  to  any  ground 
o^  hope  of  aa  alteration  for  the  better,  if 
the  present  system  be  persevered  in.    You 
can  hardly  endure  the  idea  of  seeing  your 
estates    wholly    pass    away    from    you. 
And,  if  you  were,   or  are,  insensible  to 
every  other  feeling,  d^  you  not  dread  the 
thought  of  being  held  in  contempt  or  ab- 
horrence by  the  Labouring  Classes  ?    And 
yei^^  must  not  this  be  the  case,  if  yo'<u  still 
resolve  to  keep  aloof?     They  have,  every 
where,  with  their  accustomed  deference  to 
their    superiors   in    rank   and   property, 
been   anxiously   looking    towards   those 
sijperiors.     They  have  respectfully  urged 
them  to  take  tbe  lead  ;  and,  they  have, 
every  where  except  g.t  Nottingham  and 
Norwhch  and  in  the   County   of    Corn- 
wall,   met  with    refusal,    and,    in   some 
eases,    with   insult    and    abuse.       This, 
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however,  has  not  prevented  them  from 
exercising  their  right  of  petition,  and,  in 
their  cool,  decorous  and  able  manner  of 
doi-ng  it,  they  have  given  those  superiors 
a  lesson  which  ought  to  be  a^'varning  to 
them  in  future.  That  men  should,  by 
false  pride,  be  rendered  so  stupid  as  to 
cast  away  proffered  influence  and  power 
would  appear  incredible  were  not  the  fact 
attested  by  undeniable  evidence.  At 
Carlisle  the  Labouring  Classes  have 
made  a  formal  and  written  application 
to  their  employers  to  place  themselves  at 
their  head  in  t^  work  of  petitioning. 
The  document  is  curious  and  interesfing, 
and  is  as  follows.  The  application  ap- 
pears to  have  been  a  Circular. 

''  Sir, — We  the  Operative -^  |n  your 

*  employ,  considering  the  necessity  of  a 
'  Reform  in  Parliament  to  be*  the  only 
'  means  of  relieving  the  present  existing 
'  distress  of  the  country,  call  upon^ou  to 

*  eome  forward  along  with  1} our  ]Jr other 
'  Manufacturers  of  other  Trades  in  call- 
'  ing  a  General  Public  meeting  to  «  xpress 
'  the  grievances   which    the   people    lie^ 

*  under  and  <he  necessity  of  Redress. — 
'  Sir, — It  is  the  full  intention  of  the  Peo- 

*  pie  to  Petition  the  King,  likewise  the 
'  Legislature — and  if  you  absolutely  re- 
'  fuse  to  act  in  a  public  capacity  iu  the 
'  business,  we  shall  be  under  the  dis- 
'  agreeable  tiecesgiti/  of  taking  the  cause 
'  in  hand  ourselves — But  we  fondly  hope 
'  you  will  accede  to  our  reasonable  re- 
'  quest  and  come  forward  to  use  every 
'  lawful  means  in  your  power  to  redress 

*  your  own  grievances  and  the  grievances 

*  9fyour  Servants* 

^  A.nd   Your  Petitioners    zvill  ever 
"  Fray:' 
Now,  I  should  be  glad  to  know,  what 
;>roceeding  could  be  more  proper,  more 


sensible  than  this  ?  What  more  reason- 
able, what  more  fair  and  honest?  And 
yet,  it  appears,  that  the  Employers,  ' 
though  Qiot  with  insult  and' abuse,  declin- 
ed the  invitation  upon  the  vague  assertion, 
that,  ''  no  benefit  could  be  expected  to 
result"  from  slich  a  public  meeting.  The 
insult  and  abuse  wcreleft  to  be  supplied  by 
the  proprietor  of  the  Courier,  who  was 
once  himself  21  journeijman  taylor^  and 
who  now,  affecting  airs  of  high-bloody 
treats  these  sensible,  modest  and  snfiering 
people  as  if  Ihey  were  so  many  curs,  fit 
to  be  fed  only  on  carrion.  Y>o  you  think, 
that  THIS  is  the  way  to  conciliate  the 
people,  to  cheer  them  with  hope,  to  in- 
duce them  to  exercise  fortitude  and  pa- 
tience, and  to  strengthen  the  natural  ties 
which  bind  them  t,o  their  superiors  in 
rank  and  wealth  ?  No  :  but  it  is  the  way 
to  burst  those  ties  asunder  and  to  de- 
stroy them  for  ever.  A  Reform  will  take 
place,  or  it  will  not.  If  it  do  not,  if  it  be 
fin  illy  refused,  and  that,  too,  as  these  vile 
writers  would  recommend,  without  a  fair 
and  full  and  candid  hearing,  what  difiap- 
pointuient,  what  heart-burnings,  what 
hatreds,  what  resentments,  what  combus- 
tibles are  here  gathering  together  !  And, 
,if  it  do  take  place,  in  what  contempt  will 
the  mass  of  the  people  hold  thos^  whom 
they,  with  that  modesty  which  is  insepa- 
rable from  true  courage,  now  look  up  to 
as  their  superiors!  And,  therefore,  in 
keeping  aloof  from  the  people  in  this  the 
hour  of  their  distress  and  anxiety,  are  you 
acting  the  part  of  men  who  from  a  just 
estimate  of  the  means  of  presei  ring  even* 
your  own  property  and  character,  to  say 
nothing  of    the    pea^ce,    happiness,    and 
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powei  of  our  country,  which  might  as  far 
surpass  all  others  in  prosperity  as  it  does 
in  enterprize,  talent,  and  renown  ? 

Thecoun'rv,  nstpad  of  being  disturbed, 
as  the  truly  seditious  writers  on  the  side 
of  Corruption  would  fain  make  us  be- 
lieve; instead  o(  bt^ing  '^  irritated  ^^  by  the 
agitation  of  the  question  of  Reform,  is 
kept,  by  the  hope,  which  Reform  holds 
out  to  it,  in  a  state  of  tranquitlHy,  wholly 
unparalleled  in  the  history  of  th«  world, 
nnder  a  similar  pressure  of  sufTeriag.  Of 
this  fact,  the  sad  scenes  at  Dc^ndec  are  a 
strong  and  remarkable  instance.  At  the 
great  and  populous  towns  of  Norwich, 
Manchester,  Paisley,  Glasgow,  Wigau, 
Bolton,  Liverpool,  and  many,  many 
others,  where  the  people  are  iuffering  in 
a  degree  that  makes  the  heart  sink  within 
one  to  think  of,  they  have  had  their 
meetings  to  petition  for  Reform;  they 
have  agreed  on  petitions  ;  hope  has  been 
left  in  their  bosoms  ;  they  have  been  in- 
spired with  patience  and  fortitude ;  and 
all  is  tranquti.  But,  at  Dundee^  where  a 
pevrtial  meeting  had  been  held  early  in 
November,  and  mhere  a  gentleman  xssho 
moved  for  Reform  had  been  borne  down^ 
tliere  violence  has  broken  forth,  houses 
have  been  plundered,  and  property  and 
life  exposed  to  all  sort  of  perils,  and  this, 
too,  amongst  the  sober,  tlie  sedate,  the 
reflecting,  the  prudent,  the  moral  people 
of  Scotland  ! 

One  would   think,   that  this  iastance 
alone  would  reuse  you  from  your  unac- 


countable state  of  torpidity.  The  pen- 
sioned Burke  insolently  said,  that  the 
King  held  his  crown  in  contempt  of  the 
Reformers  of  1789.  You  cannot  hold 
your  property  in  eontempt  of  the  people  ; 
and,  if  you  could  do  li^  what  would  yonr 
property  be  worth  ?  Yet,  every  day  that 
passes  over  your  heads,  is,  by  your  keep, 
ing  aloof,  separating  you  more  and  more 
widely  from  the  people,  the  great  mass  of 
whom  are  well  convinced,  that  yen  have 
only  io  place  yourselves  at  their  head  to 
obtain  for  them  the  full  accomplishment 
of  their  wishes  ;  and,  what  Is  more,  they 
would  be  satisfied  with  less  if  speedUy  ob- 
tained by  your  assistance. 

Thus,  it  appears  to  me,  that  every  con- 
sideration, whether  as  to  self  or  to  coun- 
try, calls  on  you  to  eome  forth  and 
cordially  join  in  the  work  of  obtaining  a 
Reform,  The  approaching  session  of 
parliament  will,  if  I  am  not  much  de- 
ceived, be  the  most  important  that  this 
country  ever  saw.  Its  measures  will 
finally  pronounce  on  your  fate;  and, 
what  sort  of  fate  that  will  be  will  w^lly 
depend  on  yourselves. 

Wm,  Cobbett, 


The  next  Register  will  contain  an  Ad-  I 
dress  to  the  CLERGY.     Also  the  Sequel 
of  the  SURPRIZING  PLOTS. 
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SHH 


wammenaaaama 


TO  HAWKEKS. 

At'Wolvrihainpton,  1  am  told,  a  man  has 
!)t'en  taken  into  custody,  and  held  in  ])risoji 
till  the  next  day,  and  then  dischaitred.  This 
inau  was  selling  my  Resrislcr  in  that  town, 
on  the  iiinrktt  d;iy.  if  he  will  come  to 
London,  I  will  pay  his  ojitside  coach  hire 
and  other  expences,  in  order  that  steps  \\\\\y 
be  taken,  to  obtain  him  redress,  or,  at  least, 
to  nwke  a  full  exposure  of  the  mattw.  He 
must  brinjj  with  him  the  full  Christian  and 
Sirnamcs  of  the  Magistrate  who  Cxixused  him 
to  be  imprisoiK'd,  and  must  he  ready  to 
m^ake  an  atSdavit  of  all  the  circumsteoces. 
— At  Coventry,  .some  proceedings,  <;f  a 
soqirwbut  similar  nature,  have  taken  place, 
I  wish  botli  the  men  who  have  been  arrested 
at  Coventry  arwi  aii^ain  di^charired,  also  to 
come  to  London,  pj^pared  wiili  uU  the 
names  and  dates, and  every  thijijr  necessary 
to  the  adoption  of  proper  proceedings.  I 
visli  all  these  persons  to  be  here  on,  or  im- 
mediately after,  the  eighteenth  of  February, 
but  not  before. 


a  week's  delay  in  the  Publication. — I  am 
Jils«  preparinc;  a  work  to  be  entitled  ''  Coi3- 

*'   lUri  I's         I*AUI  iA^JKMAKY   '    K  EG  ISTKtJ ,'' 

which  will  include  a  coaipicte  abiidtiinent 
of  the  I*roceeuings  of  the  wlioie  Session  in 
one  Volnme,  with  all  useful  imhiic  acconnta^ 
net.  This  will  be  ',>iib!i^.(xi  at  the  close  of 
the  Session,  and  will  be  sold  for  tai  shillin;rs 
on  lart:e  [wper,  and  four  shiJiings  upon  the 
common  paper. 


\ 


ADVERTI3KMF.NT. 


Some  parts  of  the  laxt  Number,  otvin«:  to 
an  error  of  the  pi  ess,  wtje  mackitl  Volume 
33  in  place  of  Volume  32. — The  whole  of 
the  numbers,  bei^inning  with  No.  15  of  Vol. 
31,  in  short  all  the  numbers  of  the  l{eai>tt  r 
which  have  been  published  in  a  cheap  form, 
ai*  now  reprinting  and  will  be  ready  for 
xkiivery  iu  the  course  of  next  v\  eek.  Ihey 
will  ali  tlien  be  iu  the  pamphlet  form  ;  and 
will  make,  when  put  together,  a  nice  little 
ckcap  book. — Aii  soon  as  possible,  the  for- 
mer part  of  Volume  31,  that  is  to  sav,  from 
the  month  of  Juno  last  up  to  the  tinie  when 
the  Cheap  Registers  began,  will  be  re- 
printed, and  will  be  .»^old  for  about  -i'wenty- 
peflce !  »o  that,  then,  everybody  will  be 
enabled  to  have  the  whole  of  Volume  3  I  for 
about  Fonf  Shillin'js  ;  and  ^hose  who  uuiy 
already  have  the  latter  part  of  the  numlreAs. 
of  that  volume,  in  the  pamphlet  form,  n.ay 
h'dve  thtf  foinier  part  of  that  vohinio  for 
about  Twenty  pence,  as  1  said  befor»». — I 
have  altered  luy  pVin  wiih  regaid  to  P<;//^t 
Oi^aiiist  Gold.  I  shall  maike  an  addition  to 
if,  brinfjing  the  history  of  Paper  Money 
down  to  the  present  time,  and  also  of  t)ie 
debt,  taves,  ^c.  I  shall  print  two  editions 
of  it,  one,  upon  fine  large  J>v>per,  to  be  re- 
tailed for  ten  shillings;  ar.d  oiU',  for  the  m<i 
Qi;  schools,  and  of  ?/f«7ig //erwM-i;  iu  general,  to 
be  sold  retail  for  Jimr  slulijo^s,  bound  in 
Ittoardd. — This  new  urran^eiiwjj,!^  trtiU  cause 


A  Letter 

TO 

LORD  SIDxMOUTH. 
On  caUing  out  the  Veofiianri/,  S^'c. — - 
On  the  Princes  Speech. — The 
Vulgar  have  eyes  to  see. — Base. 
DcTHf/gognes.  y—  Lord  Cochrtme's 
7notion  in  a'tfenct  cf  the RefcrmeriL 
—  LherpQol  Ventry  Extraordi- 
nnry. 

LondnUf  .iONi  Jan.  1IJ17. 
IMy  LnRD~It  i:j  now  about  '27 
years,  siuce  Hurkk,  who  soon  att(^i- 
wurds  beciune  a  j»!eat  jiensiotier  for 
life,  with  a  rcversioivcny  pension  to 
his  wife, 'and  on  Vihose  executors,  for 
three  tives,  two  hirjje  grunts  of  lh« 
public  iijotiey,  ajjnuitlW  p'^'^d  oat  of 
the  ta.\<is,  urcstttled  ;  li  is  ngw  about 


•2/    \ears    since    thai    man  drew 


his 


quill  a^ainst  the  Parliainentary  Ke- 
fotniers,  whom  lit  designated  by  all 
^o^ti>  of  iuUl  •appeliiilionts,  and,  to 
stirle  the  ))(incipfes  of  wiioni,  he  cried 
alotid  for  thai  war,  which,  vitter  ha\*its:r, 
by  iis  final  succe&s  on  the  C'nlinent 
of  Eiivope,  res  ored  the  Uourboaa 
>tnd  the  lnqiti->!tion,  h?is  left  th isi 
country  in  u  state  of  misery,  which  k 
believe  lo  bewiiliont  h  parallel  in  liic 
history  of  civi[ii;eJ  wmi.  it  is  now 
ubout  C4  years,  since  Mr.  Gkky  (n<>'W 
Lord  Gr.  y)  presented  to  the  Mon-e 
ofConi;no4)s  a  Petition  un  llx*  sibject 
ot  the  st;:te  of  the  ripre^eniulion, 
and  praying  for  a  Krefoi't^  of  \hot 
Hwiise.  Tliat  Pelitipn  hus  Uij  ou 
-  £ 
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^be  table  of  llie  lioiise  from  that  day 
to  this,  and  nothing  liiJs  been  done 
respecting  it.  No  one  has  ever  at" 
tctnpted  to  deny  its  alleviations,  or 
any  part  of  them.  Jt  is  now  ahout 
24^ -years  since  the  sword  was  drawn, 
iiud  Ihe  h'Q^tJCS  entered  into  against 
the  peo|>le  of  France,  and  since  new, 
and  heretofore  unheaj-d  of,  penal 
statutes  were  passed  to  keep  down 
tile  spirit  of  Jacobinism,  as  it  was 
caiicd,  Imt  whi^'h  was  visible  only  in 
the  slihpe  of  Reform. 

Now,   my    Lord,    look    back    over 
these  years  of  prosecuiions^  imprison- 
ntcnts,  transportings,  hangings,  (piar- 
terings,  and  bloodshed,  in   every  way 
m  vhich   blood   can   be  shed  !   Look 
back  across  this  scene  of  human  woo, 
asid    reflect  on  the   situation  of  this 
kingdom  at  the  outset  of  the  contest  ! 
In   the    year   1792,   before    the    fatal 
war    begun,   the  annual  expence   on 
«cionnt   of   the  Debt  was    less   than 
nint'  miUicns  ;    that   charge    U    now 
more   than  forty-four  milJions,     The 
arr.ual  amount  of  the  poor-rates  was 
then  about  fw^o  and-  a  qumfter  mil- 
liohs ;    tliat  amount  was^  last    year, 
eight  millions^  and,  this  year,  it  will, 
probably,  be  nearer  twelve    millions 
than  eight.     CrimeSi  the  iiaerease  of 
vhich   is  the  most  certain  as  well  as 
the  most  lamentable  proof  of  an  in- 
ri-ease  of  the  misery  and  degradation 
of  a  people,  have  increased   in  a  de.- 
gree  equal  to  tiie  increase  of  the  Debt 
and  Taxes.     Tlie  wliole  of  the  taxes, 
in  1792,  amounted  to  less  than  sixteen 
mllions.     Last  year  they  amounted  to 
itearlv  seventu  mit lions.     We  do  not 
pos3ei>s  an  account  of  all  the  (Ttmes 
in   so  accurate  away;  but,  from  re- 
turns laid  before  the  House  of  Com- 
nions  up   to  1809,  it  appeared,   that, 
taking  the  country  all  through,  crimes 
had  increased  -  with    the   increase  of 
taxes  ;  and,  from  a  paper,  transmitted 
to    me   sbrae   time   ago    by    Mr.    W. 
Goodman  of  Warwick,  and  which 
paper    he    also    transmitted    to    Sir 
l\ichaid  Phillips,  whb  has  inserted  it 
in    Ijis    excellent    Magazine    for    ibis 
rnonjli,  it  appears,  that,  ft^rfhe  County 
of  Warwick,  the  number  of  prisoners 
tried   in   1792  W45t  one  hundred  and 


six  ;  and  that  the  number  of  prisoners 
tried  for  the  same  County  iu  18l(> 
was^ye  hundred  and  twenty.  There 
can  be  little  doubt,  that  the  increase 
of  crimes  is  in  nearly  the  same  pro- 
portion throughout  the  whole  king- 
dom ;  and,  surely,  a  more  melancholy 
fact  never  was  made  known  to  tiie 
world. 

When  the  war  was  at  an  end;  when 
the    ** neiv  doctrineSf'^  as  they  were 
called,  ha^l  been  trampled  under  foot 
by  our  government  and  its  allies  upon 
the    Continent,  your  Lordship    must 
remember  hito  what  insolenjt  strains  of 
triumph  the  Times  newspaper  amd  its 
readers  Lnrst  forth  !     However,  these 
persons,    not  yet  satisfied,  then  began 
to   put  forth   their  declarations,  that 
the  republicj)f  America  must  also  be 
!  subdued  :  they  said  (or,  at  least  Wal- 
;  TKR  did),  in  direct  terras,  that  it  was 
I  necessary  to    the  tranquillity    of  the 
[world,  that  the  American  Government 
j  should    be  overthrown;    that    "this 
!  *'  nnschievous  example  of  the  success 
I  ^'  of  Demoratic  Rebellion"  should  be 
!  destroyed. — And,  all  the  London  new- 
I  papers  published,  under  the  title  of  a 
;  speech,   delivered    by    Sir    Joseph 
!  YoRKE  (one  of  the  Lordsof  the  Ad* 
I  miralty)  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
j  just  after  the  fall  of  Napoleon,  a  de- 
claration, that  more   was  yet   to  do, 
\  for  that  James  Madison  was  not  yet 
■  dethroned  ! 

j  Alas  !  My  Lord,  you  know  but  too 
!  well  how  that  war  uas  carried  on, 
and  how  it  ended  !  And  you  also 
know,  that  Mr.  Madison,  after  a 
most  glorious  careeras  the  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate of  a  free  and  happy  people, 
has  now  retired  to  spend  his  old  age 
as  a  private  citizen,  beholding  his 
country  settled  in  perfect  peace  and 
uncommon  prosperity. 

And,  how  does  your  Lordship,  at 
I  the  end  of  this  quarter  of  a  century  of 
war,  ftnd  Old  England'^  How  does 
she  stand  at  the  close  of  this  long  con- 
test against  the  principles  of  demo- 
ci^cy,  as  we  called  them  1  How 
has  peace  Ion nd  her  ?  In  1814,  when 
the  Kings  and  "  OW  Blucher'*  were 
feasted  and  huzzaed,  and  v/heu  the 
country  was  all-  in  a  blaze  with   bour 
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fires  and    ilkiniinations   mid  fires   to 
roast  oxen;  in  th^Jt  hour  of  the  triumph 
of  Walter  and  Stewart  and  all  the 
swarm  of  corruption  ;    in  that  hour  of 
drunken  joy,  1,  for  my  part,  not  only 
mourned,  but  I  openly  expressed  my 
mourning,  and   I  gave  my  reasons  for 
that  mourning,  and  put  Ihem  upon  in- 
delible record.     I  saw  that  my  country 
was    ruined  ;    I  saw  that  days  of  deep 
and     lasting    misery    were  at  hand. 
When  the  overseer  of  ray  tything  came 
to    ask   my    subscription  towards  IJue 
ox,  which  had  been  led    by  my  door, 
decorated  with    orange-coloured    rib- 
bons :  *'  No,"  said  I,  *'  Mr.  Haines, 
"  I  will  keep  my  money  for  the  time, 
"  when  this  bawling  and  feasting  and 
**  boozing  will  be  turned  into  cries  of 
**  distress  and  starvation,  which  time 
"  is  at  no  great  distance."  Mr.Haines's 
civility  prevented  him  from  laughing  in 
my  face,  in  which  respect  he  wa^  more 
ciV.l  -than  the  publi-c  in  general.     But, 
my  Lord,  a  short  time  has  proved  my 
apprehensions  lo  have   been    but  too 
well  founded.     I   had  long  seen,  that 
the  system  of  Paper-Money  and  Debts 
and  Funds  and  Standing  Armies  could 
not  go  ©n  in  peace^  without  the  utter 
ruin  and   starvation  of  all  labouring 
classes.  This  v^qs  proved  in  "  Paper 
"  against   Gold,"    and  the   prin- 
ciple* had  been  asserted  and  enforced 
by  me  many  years   before.      It  was 
under  this  conviction,  that,  so  early 
as  the  year  1804,   when  the  annual 
charge   of  the   Debt   was  not  much 
more   than    the   half    of    its  present 
amount y  1  most  anxiously  laboured  to 
produce  a  chinge  of  system.     After 
thirteen  years   of    unpopularity   and 
obloquy,  I  have  lived  to  see  the  truth 
of  my  opinions  recognized  by  ninety - 
nine  hundredths    of  the  people,  and 
not  openly  denied^  or,  if  deni«datall, 
by  mere  assertion,  unsupported  by  any 
show  of  argument.     I   Irave  lived  to 
see  more  than  a  hundred  public  news- 
papers ^dopim^  all   my   formerly  re- 
probated   doctrines  about  tire  Debt, 
the  Sinking  Fund,  the  Funding  System, 
the  efTectsof  Taxation,  the  Pauperizing 
degradation,  and,   indeed,  the  whole 
of  that  set  of  doctrines,  by  which  1 

/;  2 


was  distinguished  only  to  be  cenured 
or  ridiculed. 

Now,  my  Lord,  this  is  a  wonderful 
change!  It  is  a  complete  revolution 
in  the  mind  of  a  whole  nation.  A  far 
more  important  revolution  it  is  tlian 
that  of  1683,  which  .very  justly  ex- 
pelled one  Royal  Family  and  intro- 
duced another  in  its  stead;  and,  if 
*rhere  be  any  two  points,  upon  which 
men  are  now  more  unanimous  than 
uf)OQ  any  of  the  others,  connected 
with  politics,  it  is  these  two ;  namely, 
first,  that  taxation  produces  misery, 
and  misery  crimes;  and,  second,  that 
the  only  eftectual  remedy  for  tlrese 
dreadful  evils,  under  which  the  nation 
is  now  smarting,  writhing  and  i^roaning, 
is,  a  radical  Reform  in  the  Commons', 
or  People's,  House  of  Parliament, 
Upon  these  points  the  public  mind  is 
made  up.  The  truth  of  the  positions 
has  been  demonstrated  so  clearly  ;  and 
the  impression  of  this  truth  upon  the 
public  mind  is  so  deeply  engraven, 
that  it  is  impossible  for  any  human 
power  to  ren>ove  it. 

This  being  the  state  of  things,  it  is 
hardly  necessary  for  me  to  tell  your 
Lordship,  that  your  Letter  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  Connty  of 
Leicester,  as  published  in  the  COU- 
RIER of  Saturday  last,  has  given  me  an 
uncommon  degree  of  pain,  and  especi- 
ally as  being  signed  wit;h  your  name. 
Saving  much  of  disapprobation,  which 
I  have  often  expressed  with  as  much 
openness  as  I  dajed,  I  have  had  some 
things  to  say  in  cordial  approbation 
of  your  Lordship  as  one  of  the  ser-- 
vants  of  the  king;  and,  I  shall  always 
recollect,  that,  when,  just  up-on  the 
Gve  of  that  trial,  wliich  ended  in  so 
heavy  a  punishment  on  me,  spme  of 
the  base  wretches  of  the  press  had  as- 
serted, that  you  paid  me  money  for 
writing  a  paper,  in  1803,  calling 
upon  the  people  to  defend  their  coun- 
try against  the  menaced  attack  of  the 
French;  I  shall  always  recollect,  with 
what  promptitude  and  kindness  yoMr 
Lordship,  in  a  paper  under  your  own 
hand,  enabled  me  to  refute  this  base 
and  mahgnant  accusation,  'lliere  is 
also  another  fact,  which,  injustice  to 
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your  Lordship,  I  dught,  at  this  critical  j  ref»ular  army,  suoli  as  our  forefatiiers 
moment,  to  state.      And  that  is,  that    never  dreamt  of,  and  while  we  have 


Gill  RAY,    the    caricaturist  ^    of  St. 
Jamus's  Street,  who,  when  your  Lord- 
ship) bfcanie  prime  minister  in   1801, 
exhibited  you  in  sucli  odious  colours, 
confessed  to  me^  that  he  did  it,  because 
you.  had  stopped  his  pension   of  two 
hundred  pounds  a  year,     I  could  men- 
tion others,  whose  einiiity  your   Lord- 
ship was  honoured  with  on  the  same 
|;*|;ouikI  ;  and,  my  real   belief  now  is, 
that  if  you  had  hud  a  reformed  Parlia- 
ment to  co-operate  with  you,  England 
would  have  recoveined  from  her  blows, 
and  would    have  been,  at  this  day,  a 
ilourishii)^,     happy     and     contented 
nation.     But,   alas !    the   system  was 
too'stron;:,'for  your  wishes.     You  were 
compelled,    either  to  sink,  or   to  go 
with  the  stream. 

In  year  letter  to  the  Lord  Litute- 
nant,    you    call  upon  him  to  recom- 
mend  to  the  Magistrates  to  swear  in 
the  respectable  house-holders  as   Spe- 
cial Constables  ft>r  a  sf)ace  of  time  not 
less  than  three  months,  and    also  to 
commuuie;?te  to    tlie  commanders  of 
.Yeomanry  Corps  the  wish  of  the  go- 
vernment that  they  wepuld  hold  their 
Corps   in  a   state   of  prepar(ftw7i  to 
afford  prompt  assistance  to  the   Civil 
Antkvj'ities,  in  case  of  nec<?Ssity ;  and 
your  Lordship  tells  him,  that  the  rea- 
son is,  that  it  Is,  *' expedient,  under  the 
*'  presekt  circumstances  of  the  Coun- 
*'  try,  that  the  Civil  Power  should  be 
*'  streagihened."     This  being  the  rea- 
son for  thti  measure,  it  is  of  great  im- 
portance lo  inquire,  what    those  cir- 
cumstances of  the  Country  reaUy  are. 
Great  m^^st  have  been  your  1-ord- 
ship's  grief,  when  you  put  your  hand 
Ut  this  Letter ;  for,    what  docs  it  say  ? 
Why,  that,   after  a  quartey  of  a  cen- 
tury  of  taxation,  pauperisiiig,^    loans 
and  wars,  a  peiice  has  becu  obtained 
with  all  tiie  world,    and    that,    at  the 
end   of  more   than  two  years  of  this 
lijeate,  fcuch  a  measure  as  this  is  neces- 
sary, and  that  the  ordinary  powerS  oj 
t'le    magistrates  au-l   peace    officers, 
groat  as  ihey   have  been  made  of  late 
y^ars,  arc  t-vea  uovy  mbuftiticnt  to  in- 
sure  tuiepublic  tranquillity  ;  and  that. 


loo. 


iiiOU*,a 


we  Lave  a  kirge  standing 


actually  a  Jaige  army  of  Englishmeu 
in  France  for  the  purpose  of  preserv- 
ing tranquilUty  there,  and  of  upholding 
the  family  of  Bourbon.  This  is  what 
your  Lordsbip'jy  letter  w^ill  say  to  all 
the  world. 

What    then  are   these    **  Circum- 
**  stances  of  the  Country  ]"     Are  they 
such  as    to    call  for  military  force  ] 
But  I  will  po«^tpone  the  consideration 
of  this  question  till   1  come  to  oftWr 
your  Lordship  some  remarks  on  the 
latter  part  of  the  SPEECH,  delivered 
to  the  Parliament  on  Tuesday  last. — 
That  Tuesday,  my  Lord,  was  a  every 
important  day.     It  will,  hereafter  be 
so  considered  ;  and,  as  I  was  a  coin 
siderable  actor  in  that  day's  affairs,  I 
will   by   and   by   give  the  history   of 
them,  as  far  as  Ihey  came  within  ray 
knowledge,  without  the  smallest  dis- 
guise or  reservation.      I  will  tell  yo\ir 
Lordship   all    the   secrets  of  the  lie- 
formers,  and  then  you  will  see  cleariy 
what  sort  of  measures  are  necessary 
in  order  to  put  them  down. 

The  first  part  of  the  Speech  I  shrill 
pass  over,  the  war  against  Algiers  and 
the  wars  in  Hindostan  being  of  not  so 
much  importance  in   my  eyes  as  the 
case  of  oidy  one   single  starving  Erig- 
lish  manufacturer.     But  the  slate  of 
the   revenue  and  ^  t\\t  finance  is  of 
real  importance,  and,  therefore,  of  tiie 
part  of  the  Speech,  which  relates  to 
that    1    shall    take  particular  notice. 
His  Royal  Highness,  the  RegeHt,    is 
represented  to  hay*  said^  "  I  have  di- 
*<  rected  the  Estimates  ^br  the  current 
"  year  to  be  laid  before  you.      They 
**  have  been  formed  upon  a  full  eon- 
^  sideration  ol'all  lire  present  circum- 
"  stances   of   tiie    country,    with  au 
"  anxious    dcsiie    to  make  eveiy  re- 
"  ductionin  our  establishments  wliicb 
'•  the  safety  of  the  empire  aud  sound 
^'policy    allo-w.      I   rect)mmend    the 
"  state    of   the    Public    Income    aud 
**  Expenditure  to  your   e;irly  and  6t- 
•'  rious attention.    1  regret  to  be  und*  r 
**  the  necessity  of  informing  \ou  that 
"  there  hai  bet  n  a  deficiency'in  thepro- 
"  duce  of  the  Revenue  in  the  last  year ; 
'  butl  trusi  tltvit  it  is  to  be  akcribe(i 
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"  t%  temporary  causes;  and  I  have  the 
"  consolation  to   believe  that  you  will 
**  find  it  practicable  to  provide  for  the 
•*  public  service  of  the  year,  without 
•*  making  additions  to  the  burtheus  of 
*'  the   people,  and    without   adopting 
'  any  mt^iSWYe  injurious  to  that  system 
"  by  wliicli  the  public  credit  of  the 
''country  has  been  hitherto  sustaine<l." 
Kow,  ray  Lord,  first  permit  me  to 
remind  you  and  the  nation,  that  I  saiil,  . 
last  ^eaVf  that  this  would  be  th©  case ; 
that,  for  several  years,   I  have  been 
warning  the  government  oi  what  has 
now    happened  ;    that   I    specifically 
foretold,    that  the  Revenue  would  fall 
oflf  thus,    and  especially  in    a  letter 
published  in  the  Register  in  the  month 
of  October,    1815,    where    not   only 
this  coHsequtnce  was  clearly  pointed 
out,  but  where  also   the  causes  were 
fully  developed,    and    developed    so 
clearly  as  to  shew,   that  subjects  of 
this  nature  were  not,  as  Mr.  Dawson 
appears  to  suppose  "  quite  above  the 
*'  comprehension  of  the  vulgar."  In- 
deed, my  Lord,  I  believe  that  there 
arc  now  very  few  of  the  people,    who 
do  not  clearly  understand  tliese  mat- 
ters, or,  at  least,  of  that  part  of  the 
people,    who  have  been  lon^  in   the 
practice  of  reaxling  my  writings. 

I  knew  the  Revenue  would  fall  off, 
and  1  now  say,  that,  it  will  not,  during 
the  year  1817,  yield  a  clear  amount  of 
more  than  35  millions.  I  give  this  as 
my  decided  and  settled  opinion.  My 
Lord,  1  wish  with  all  raj  heart  I  could 
see  that  ground  for  trust  and  consola- 
tiaUf  which  his  Royal  Highness  has 
lold  the  Parliament  he  perceives.  But 
I  really  can  see  no  such  ground,  unless 
I  am  to  conclude  that  there  is  a  fair 
prospect  of  our  seeing  a  radical  reform 
in  the  Commons*  House  of  Parlia- 
laent.  Were  that  Reform  to  take 
place,  T  have,  in  my  No.  15  of  Vol. 
31,  which  number  was  written  on  the 
twelfth  of  October  last,  shown,  as  I 
think  very  clearly,  that  there  would  be 
good  ground  for  trust  and  consolation ; 
but,  short  of  the  measures  there 
pointed  out,  I  can  see  no  such  ground. 
It  is  to  me,  my  Lore,  quite  melan- 
choly to  hear  Gentlemen  in  high  sta- 
tion founding  their  hopes  on  llie  pos- 


sible revival  of  commtrce^  %  which 
they  always  mean  external  trade;  and 
to  hear  our  calamities  imputed  to  the 
logs  of  our  customers  abroad.     \i  this 
doctrine  were  correct,  theie  would  be 
no  hoj)e ;    for   not  only  are  the  very 
roots  of  that  commerce  cut  up,  b«»t  a 
rival  commerce  has  grown  up  to  s(g>- 
ply   its   place.     But,   my  Lord,  it  is 
internal   trade  and  comwierce ;   it  is 
the  fruit  of  our  soil ;  it  is  the  prodac- 
tion  of  our  labour;  it  is  the  valiie  of 
our  capital :  it  is  the  quick  movement 
of  money  from  hand  to   hand  ;   it   is 
the  prodtiction  and  re-prod uctibn  ;  it 
is  the  creation  of  the  means  of  health 
and  strength  ;  it  is  the  fair  distribu- 
tion of  those  means ;  it  is  the  happi- 
ness of  the  people  ;  it  is  the  important 
effect  of  that  confitleuce  between  man 
and   man  in  pecuniary  affairs  ;  which 
makes  one  man's  ward  be  received  as 
money  by   another  man ;    it  is   that 
invaluable  thingcalled  credit  between 
man  and  man.     These  are  the  objects 
worthy  of  the  attention  of  a  statesman. 
All   these   have    been    tremendously 
diminished  ;  and  without  a  very  great 
change    in    that  identical   system  of 
what    is    called  public    credit,   and 
which   system    his  Royal     Highness 
expresses  his  wish  to   see  persevered 
in;  I  frankly  confess  to   yoiir  Lord- 
ship that  I  do  not  see  the  smallest 
ground  to  hope  that  any  part   of  the 
nation's  sufferings  will  be  temporary. 
My  Loid,  all  the  means  of  national 
wealth,  power,  and   happiness,  save 
and  except    good   laws   and   liberty, 
must  arise   from    the  land.     We  arc 
n^t,  on  this  account,  to  esteem  those 
who  own,  or  who  till  the  land    more 
than  we  esteem  the  rest  of  the  com- 
munity;  but,  it  is  from  the  land  that 
all  mnst  arise.     It  is    notorious  that 
those  who  till  the  land   of  this  king- 
dom are  in  a  mined  state.      The  ave- 
rage price  of  farm  produce  has  fallen 
much  more  than  one  half.     Arfid,  her^ 
my  Lord,  give  me  leave  to  remind  you 
of  an  expression  of  your  colleague. 
Lord  Castlereagh,  towards  the   close 
of  the  last  session  of  Parliament.     A 
great  deal    had    been  said,    by   Mr. 
Western  and  others,  about  the  want  of 
price.  The  farmers  only  wanted  j[;rJcf, 
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The  agricultural  correspondents,  the 
agricultural  societies,,  all  ov«;r  the 
kingdom  ;  the  moveri'  of  resolutions 
ill  the  House  of  Commons  ;  the  au- 
tljors  of  numerous  pamphlets,  in  be- 
half of  the  poor  unfortunate  farmers ; 
Lord  Sheffield  and  his  wool  pcoplp  at 
Lewes ;  the  wool  growing  delegates 
and  their  convention  ;  all  these  several 
individuals,  und  all  these  tribes  of 
projectors,  called  aloud  for  high 
price  ;  high  price  was  what  they 
wanted  ;  give  them  but  high  price, 
and  they  would  cjontinue  to  pay  taxes, 
to  get  drunk  at  the  markets,  and  to 
swear  at  and  ride  over  people,  on  their 
return  home.  *'  Well  \"  said  Lord 
Castlereagh,  in  the  month  of  May  last, 
"  then  the  distress  is  itmporary  only  ; 
*'  for  I  perceive  that  wheat  is  rising  in 
"price.  I  see  that  in  Scotland  wheat 
"  is  already  got  up  to  eighty  shillings 
''  the  quarter,  and  it  is  not  likely  that 
"it  should  long  keep  below  that  price 
"  in  any  other  part  of  the  kingdom. 
**  And,  when  wheat  is  got  up  to  eighty 
"shillings  a  quarter  all  over  the  .king- 
"  dom  ;  I  shall  be  glad  to  know 
"where  will  THEN  be  ihe  distress.?" 
His  Lordship's  argument  vNas  very 
fair  against  Mr.  Western,  Mr.  Coke, 
and  the  other  gentlemen  of  high  price. 
It  was  absolutely  a  Jiail  (against 
which  his  countryman.  Swift,  says 
there  is  no  argument)  upon  the  heads 
of  the  silly  farmers  and  their  friends  ; 
but,  as  against  me,  and  those  who 
thought  with  me,  the  ingenious  Lord's 
argument  was  not  worth  a  straw;  for, 
I  told  him,  as  I  had  told  the  Corn-bill 
gentlemen  a  year  before,  that  high 
price,  unless  it  were  occasioned  by 
fresh  bales  of  paper  money,  sent  forth 
by  the  Old  Lady  in  Thread  needle 
Street,  and  her  more  than  thousand 
children,  who  are  distributed  all  over 
the  country ;  I  told  them,  and  had 
been  telling  them  for  years,  that  un- 
less prices  were  kept  up  by  tliis  cause, 
there  could  be  no  price,  be  it  as  high 
as^  it  might,  which  would  save  the 
farmer  and  the  tradesman  from  ruin, 
and  the  journeyman  and  labourer  from 
a  state  approaching  to  starvation. 
And,  now,  my  Lord,  pray  look  at  the 
result.     Wheat  is  now,    not    eighty 


shillin<:^s  a  quarter ;  but  a  hundred  and 
ten  shillinjjs  a  quarter  ;  and  that  too, 
your  Lordship  will  please  to  observe, 
while  all  those  ports  are  open,  which 
the  silly  and  greedy  farmers  were  for 
keeping  for  ever  closed.  "  Where 
"  will  then  be  ihe  distress,"  said  Lor<4 
Castlereagh,  *'  if  wheat  gets  up  to 
'*  eighty  shillings  a  quarter  ?"  It  has 
got  up  to  a  hundred  and  ten  shillings 
a  quarter,  and  the  distress  is  greater 
than  ever* 

And  thus  it  must  go  on,  unless  new 
bales  of  paper  money  can  be  got  out, 
or  unless  taxation  be  greatly  reduced. 
The  fruit  of  productive  labour  is  now 
taken  and  given  to  unproductive  la- 
bour in  such  a  large  proportion,  that 
production  and  re-production  "ith 
all  their  wonderful  effects,. are  ^aily 
and  hourly  diminishing.  '7Vit^5i?>  the 
cause  and  the  onlv  ca>Y3P,  of  the 
miseries  of  the  couutry,  and  of  li-^  far 
greater  part  of  the  crimes  Hiat  now 
blacken  the  calenders  of  ihe  sessions 
Hiid  the  assizes.  It  iN  curious  to  ob- 
serve that  his  Uoyai  lii<?hness  has, 
been  advised  to  asi  ribe  the  national 
distress  partly  to  the  "  unfavourable 
"state  of  the  season."  "SNhy,  my 
Lord,  it  is  thrit  very  season  whch  has 
caused  that  very  high  price,  upon  ihe 
letuiii  of  which  the  Corn-bill  conju- 
rors most  seriously  relied,  as  the  in- 
fallible means  of  the  renovation  of 
their  affairs,  and  of  the  restoration  of 
prosperity.  So  that  here  we  find  our- 
selves in  this  curiously  interesting  di- 
lemma, that,  while  his  Royal  High- 
ness is  advised  by  his  Ministers  i6  la- 
ment tl.e  existence  of  a  season,  which 
has  casu  lly  produced  high  prices, 
the  whole  corps  of  land  owners  and 
farmers,  divided  into  battalions  and 
plat'oons  throughout  the  counties  and 
the  hundreds,  are  bellowing  with  the 
lun^s  of  Stentor,  and  with  the  con- 
stancy of  the  pendulum  of  a  clock,  for 
the  creation  and  coniinuatioh  oi  high 
prieesy  as  the  only  remedy  for  all  our 
difficulties,  and  as  the  sole  means  of 
restoring  the  nation  to  ease  and  hap- 
piness. 

For  us,  poor  mortals,  whom  Mr. 
Dawson  describes  as  meddling  wijili 
matters  quite  abore  bur  vulgar  compfe- 


141] 


Febri^ary  1,1817 


[142 


hension  ;  for  us,  it  is  not  to  attempt 
to  extricate  the  parties  out  of  this  di- 
lemma, and  1  will,  therefore,  with 
your  Lordship's  permission,  proceed 
humbly  to  offer  you  some  observations 
on  the  other  parts  of  the  speech. 

His  Royal  Highness  expr^'sses  his 
satisfaction,  at  having  to  inform  the 
Parliament  that  the  new  Silver  Coin 
will  immediately  find  it5  way  into 
circulation ;  and  he  is  pleased  to  ex- 
,press  his  "  trust  that  this  measure 
"  will  be  productive  of  considerable 
''  advantages  to  the  trade  and  internal 
**  transactions  of  the  country." 

Now,  my  Lord,  though  one  of  the 
"vulgar,"  I  have  presumed  to  turn 
some  portion  of  my  attention  to  sub- 
jects connected  with  money  and  cur- 
reucy.  1  do,  indeed,  perceive  great 
advantages  that  will  ultimatd}^  result 
from  the  sending  forth  of  a  silver 
coinage,  consisting  of  pieces  having  a 
lixed  and  intrinsic  value ;  and  I,  for 
one  of  the  vulgar,  thank  his  Majesty's 
ministers  for  this  measure.  It  will 
drive  out  of  circulation  a  consider- 
able quantity  of  that  fictitious  trash, 
of  those  despicable  and  dirty  rags, 
which  liave  long  been  an  eye-sore  to 
me.  \ye  shall  now,  to  a  limited  exr 
tent,  at  any  rate,  hear  our  tills  once 
again  rattle,  our  pockets  chink  with 
the  sound  of  something  real;  and,  if 
men  are  brought  to  the  gallows  for 
counterfeiting  here,  it  will  be,  as  in 
good  old  times,  for  counterfeiting  the 
King's  coin.  And  permit  me  here  to 
express  a  hope,  that,  when  a  gold 
coinage  comes  out,  it  will  come  out 
under  the  old-fashioned  names  of 
guineas -dudt  half -guineas,  and  not,  as 
the  newspapers  told  ws  it  would, 
under  the  n^ime  of  sovereigns  and 
demi-sovcreigns,  which  would  have 
seemed  to  indicate  a  sort  of  longing 
for  that  doctrine  of  hgitimaci/y  which, 
as  your  Lordship  well  knows,  is  con- 
trary to  all  the  principles  which  were 
entertained  by  our  forefathers,  which 
are  recorded  by  all  the  great  writers 
on  our  laws,  and  which  were  never 
attempted  to  be  deviated  from  with- 
out producing  revolution  or  civil  war. 

But,  mv  Lord,  what  advantage,  in 


any  other  respect  than  that  nicnUjn^d 
above,  are  we  to  derive  from  the'rssue 
of  new  silver  coin  1  For  every  shilling 
which  I  receive  in  this  new  silver  coin, 
I  must  give  a  shillinj?,  either  in  the 
d«ybased  silver  of  tUe, present  day,  or 
in  some  of  the  aforesaid  rairs.  There- 
fore, I  can  see  no  jjossibility  of  an 
increase  upon  tl»€  whole  of  the  quan- 
tity of  circidating  medium  fmm  this 
cause,  and,  consequently,  no'  fncroaso 
of  the  meuns  of  paying  taxes.  BiiJ, 
I  will  tell  you  what  I  can  see,  and  thut 
is,  a  stronij  returning  affection  for  rcai 
money,  and  a  proportionate  disaffec- 
tion for  its  ustirping  representative. 
In  short,  my  Lord,  the  new  coinage 
will,  in  various  ways,  produce  in  \\\y 
opinion,  a  diminution  of  the  whole 
quantity  of  circulating  medium  ;  th^t. 
is  to  say,  if  the  coins  be  of  their  for- 
mer real  value;  and  if  they  be  Hot  of 
their  former  t-eal.  value,  the  coin  of 
the  country  will  have  undergone  a 
permnnent  alteration.  Stili,  however, 
thfs  will  not,  in  any  considerable  de- 
gree, lessen  the  effect  which  I  con- 
template, and  at  any  rale,  it  appears 
to  iiu'^  quite  impossible  that  tratlt?  and 
internal  transactions  can  become  moie 
hrhk,  can  furnish  more  empLoymtiUt, 
can  increase  in  magnitude  and ceUrily 
in  consequence  of  this  issue ;  and, 
therefore,  I  must  ascribe  to  that  want 
of  comprehension,  which  Mr.  Dawson 
so  indulgently  ascribes  to  the  vulgar, 
my  incapacity  to  understand  this  part 
of  the  speech  of  his  Royal  Highnes*^. 
For  the  ten  thousandth  time,  permit 
me  to  say  it,  my  Lord,  (for  I  have 
proved  is  above  a  liundred  several 
times)  that  it  it  the  diminution  wliich 
has  taken  place  in  the  whole  quantity 
of  the  circulating  medium,  that  lias 
been  tlie.proAimate  cause,  or,  to  speak 
in  the  language  of  the  vulgar,  in  de- 
ference to  Mr.  Dawson,  the  nearest 
cause  of  tlie  ruin  of  so  many  thou- 
sands of  farmers  and  tradesmen  of  ail 
descriptions;  that  has  produced,  all 
of  a  sudden,  so  many  bankrupts,  and 
that  has  sent  so  many  honest  and  in- 
dustrious men  and  thei^  faniiii;e«5,  lo 
those  Poor  Houses  which  now  st^em 
like  so  many  bee-hiVes.  Oh  !  no,  my. 
Lord,  it  is  not  \  "  sudden  transition 
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^ rom  war   to  peace"  it  is   not  this; 
but    it   is   a    huddeii    transilioii    from 
p;i])er  money,  worth  from  thirteen  to 
fifteen   siiillin<js    the   pound   note,    to 
d   pap<'r-money  of  which    the    pound 
iiore   is  wortli  twenty  siniliufjs  ;  or,  in 
other  words,  it  is  a  sudden  tf.insiliofj 
from   taxes  to  tlje  amount  of  thirteen 
sl»iliiii«;.s   to  taxes   to   the   amouj.t  of 
/ifV'Ti/?/ shillings  ;^  and  this  accompanied 
too,  with  all  the  astoniihina;  effects  of 
i\    btate   of  thin;j;s,  in  whicli  a  ))ound 
note   moves  from   hand  to   hand  but 
twice,    where    it  used    to   r»iove   from 
baud  to  )ian<l,  fxohMs ^eigttt  or   ten 
tintes. — Bnt,    haNing  the   fe.ir  of  Mr. 
Dawjon  btriore  my  eyes,  ami  knowing 
that  he  will  not  include  your  Lordship 
•dvnojigst  the  vulgar ^  \   will   not    pre- 
sume   to   trespass  upon  your  time   hy 
extending  my  observations  npon  tins 
subject,  und   we  hasten  to   tlie  con- 
cluding,  and    much    »nore    important 
pert  of  his  Royal  Highness's  Speedi, 
in  the  following;  words : 

**  Tile  distresses  consequent  npon 
*'  the  termination  of  a.  war  of  such 
*'  unusu'<<l  extent  and  duraticxi,  have 
"  been  felt,  with  greater  or  less  se- 
"  verity,  throughout  all  the  nations 
*' of  Europe ;  and  have  be^-n  consi- 
•'  derably  aggravated  by  the  unfa- 
*'  vourabie  stale  of  the  season — 
**  Dee})ly  as  I  lani^nl  the  pressure  of 
"  thes€  evils  upon  tliis  country,  1 
*'  am  sensible  that  they  are  of  a 
,  *•  nature  not  to  admit  of  an  immediate 
'■*  remedy ;  but  whilst  I  observe  with 
**  peculiar  satisfaction  the  fortitude 
**  with  which  so  many  privations  have 
*'  l)een  borne,  and  tlie  active  hniero- 
^*  lence  which  has  Iteen  employed  to 
**  mitigate  theniy  I  am  persuaded  that 


"  the  purpose  of  exciting  a  spirit  of 
'*  sedition  and  violence. — I  am  too 
"  well  convinced  of  the  loyalty  and 
'*  good  sense  of  the  great  body  of 
*  his  Majesty's  subjects,  \x>  believe 
*'  them  cajMrible  of  being  perverted  by 
"  the  arts  which  are  employed  to  se^ 
"  dvce  them  ;  hut  1  ani^  determined  to 
**  oii)it  ncv  precautions  for  preserving 
*'  the  public  peace,  and  for  counier- 
"  acting  the  designs  of  the  disaffect- 
"  ed ;  and  I  rely  with  the  utmost  con- 
'  fidence  on  your  cordial  support  and 
'*  co-operation,  in  upholding  a  sysiem 
'*  of  law  and  government,  from  which 
''  we  have  derived  inestimable  advan- 
**  tages,  which  has  enablfd  us  to  con- 
*'  elude,  with  unexampled  glory ^  a 
"  contest  whereon  depended  the  best 
^'  interests  of  mankind,  and  which 
"  hvis  been  hitherto  felt  by  ourselves, 
"  as  it  is  acktiouledged  by  otht^r  na- 
'*  tions,  to  be  the  inos*  perfect  that 
"  has  ever  fallen  to  the  lot  of  any 
"  ptcple," 

My  Lord,  it  is  o«»t  of  my  power  to 
sny,  precisely,  what  is  the  situation  of 
tlie  peofBle  *'  throughout  all  the  na- 
*•  tions  of  Europe,"  where  the  sove- 
reigns tiave  formed  what  they  call  a 
Holy  Alliance :  and  1  can  easily  be- 
lievr,  that  there  is  distress  enough  in 
France,  where  the  massacre  of  Pro- 
testants immediately  succeeded  the 
restoration  of  the  House  of  Bourbon, 
and  in  Spain,  where  the  restoration  of 
the  Iiiquisition  immediately  succeeded 
the  restoration  of  the  same  House, 
I  can  easily  believe,  also,  that  the 
Bourbons  and  bigotry  have  not  failed 
to  bring  misery  in  their  train  in  re- 
occapying  the  beautiful  provinces  of 
Italy.     But    my  Lord,  I  do  not  like, 


the  great  sources  of   our  national    when  comparisons  are  set  on  foot,  to 


"  prosperity  are  essentially  uvim- 
*' paired,  and  ! entertain  a  confident 
**  expectation  (hat  the  nafive  energy 
*•  of  the  country  will  at  no  distant 
"  period  surmount  all  the  ddbcul- 
"  lies  in  which  we  nre  ijivoFved. — 
"  In  considering  our  internul  situation 
*^  vou  will,  I  doubt  not,  feel  a  Just 
*^  indigvaiion  at  the  aticmpts  which 
"  have  been  made  io  take  advantage 
''-  of  the  dtsir esses  of  th$  country,  lor 


confnie  my  view  to  Euroi)e,  and  to 
those  countries  which  are  as  much 
strfUigers  to  the  laws  of  England,  and 
to  the  principles  and  manners  of  our 
ancestors,  as  they  ijre  to  the  language 
,  of  England,  1  prefer  rather,  if  a  com- 
parison mnst  be  forced  upon  me,  to 
cast  n»y  eyes/ for  the  subject  of  that 
cojnparison,  to  that  country  which, 
being  the  haunt  of  savages  and  wild 
beasts,  about  a   hundred  years   ago, 
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was  then  first  visited  by  Englishmen, 
and  in  which  country,  by  the  legisla- 
tion of  a  Penn,  and  by  the  writings 
of  a  Paine,  and  by  men  acting  upon 
their  principles  of  legislation  and   of 
politics,  a  govfrnment  has  been  raised, 
and    a   nation   grown   up,   worthy  to 
be  referred  to  as  a  subject  of  compa- 
rison upon  an  occasion  Tike  the  j)re- 
scnT.     That   country,    too,  my  Lord, 
fias  been  at  war,  and  has  been  engaged 
in  a  war  of  no  common  magnitude  and 
interest.     A    free   people   have   there 
been  called    iorlh  to  defend,   single- 
handed,  not  their  exposed  shores  only, 
but  their  towns  their  metropolis,  the 
public  buildings  of  which  they   ha\e 
Seen  in  flames;  but  their  very  houses, 
and  not  only  theirj^rc-sides,  but  their 
bfffl'sides,  against    the    single-handed 
etibrts  of   this  mi^htv  nation.     War 
was  not  a  thing  talked  of  in  America  : 
it  was  a  ihing  feJt.     During  the  whole 
of  that  war  (and  I  beg  your  Lordship 
to  note    well  the    fact),    though   the 
country  was  actually  invaded  in  many 
points  at  once;    though  one   district 
had  actually  been  conipelled   to  yield 
obedience,  as  a  conquest,  to  the  arms 
of  the  enemy,  and  though  the  capital 
citv  was  in  tlames,  and  the  ex.^cutive 
authority  compelled  to  retreat  froni  it: 
though  this  was  the  situation  of  that 
country,  Mr.  President  Madison,  to 
his  immortal  honour  be   it  recorded, 
never  called  for,  never  solicited,  never 
received,  any  other  suj)port  or  means 
of  protection  to  his  government,  than 
that   which   be   derived,   in    times   of 
profound  peace,  from  the  settled  course 
of  the  laws,    and    from   the  ordinary 
proceedings  of  courts  of  justice  ;  nor 
was  there  one  single  American,  during 
1}ie    whole    of  that   perilous  conflict, 
punished^  or  imprisoned,  on  a  charge 
of  rebellion,  se(iilion  or  disaffection. 

Well,  my  Lord !  peace  came  to 
America.  That  free  country  was  again 
blessed  with  peax^c ;  and,  as  your 
Lordship  very  well  remembers,  no- 
thing could  possibly  come  more  sud- 
denly.  It  came  at  a  time  when  no 
hun»an  being  expected  it.  Yet,  the 
**  sudden  transiiionfrom  war  to  peace" 
produced   in   that  country   none    of 


those  dreadful  effects,  which  we  now 
witness  in  cur  oivn ;  and,  s\nce  his 
Royal  Highness  has  been  advised  by 
Ids  ministers  to  introduce  a  compari- 
son into  his  speech,  it  will,  I  humbly 
hope,  be  permitted  me  to  observe, 
that,  while  his  RoYAL  Highness  has 
to  rcfrret  that  the  revenue  in  Erts^lond 
is  marked  by  a  dejiciencv,  Mr.  Map!- 
SON  lias  had  to  coiigratidate  the 
people  of  America,  that  their  revenup, 
even  with  a  large  dimmution  of  the 
number  of  taxes,  has  been  marked  by 
a  surplus,  to  more  than  one  fourth  of 
the  amount  of  the  whole  i>*'the  national 
expenditure!  Therefore,  though  it  be 
generally  allowed  that  comparisons  are 
odious,  and  though  I,  for  my  part, 
wish  by  no  means  to  make  use  of  ii 
comparison  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
a  tone  of  aggravation  to  our  suffer- 
ings, I  most  humbly  trust,  that,  seeing 
that  the  nations  of  Europe  have  beeit 
so  pointedly  referred  to,  and  produced 
as  a  sort  ©f  proof  that  national  cala- 
mity and  misery  are  inseparable  from  a 
*'  sudden  tratisitionfrom  war  to  peace," 
it  will  not  require  any  very  great  effort 
of  charity,  even  on  the  |)art  of  Mr. 
DaWson,  to  find  an  excuse  for  me,  in 
makintj  this  refereiic<i  to  the  sltuatioH 
of  the  American  republic. 

1  am  as  sensible,  (if  a  vulgar  man 
can  be  perndtted  to  be  sensible  at  all) 
as  his  Roval  Hi^-hness  savs  he  is,  that 
the  evrls  which  press  upon  this  coun- 
try, "are  not  of  a  nature  to  admit  of 
"an  immediate  Ytme{\\  \"  that  is  to 
say,  not  of  a  complete  remedy,  and 
not  very  immediate ;  but  I  am  in 
hopes,  that,  if  any  one  will  turn  his 
Royal  Highness's  attention  to  thftt 
IWimber  Fifteen,  which  1  had  the  ho- 
nour to  mention  to  your  Lordship 
above,  he  would  perceive,  that  a  great 
deal  might  be  done  immediately,  and 
that  a  complete  cure  for  ail  these  evils 
nnght  very  soon  be  effected.  If  by 
**  active  benevolence"  his  Royal  High- 
ness is  pleased  to  allude  to  the  S.oirp 
establisliments,  I  cannot  say  that  I 
agree  with  him  in  viewing  them  with 
•'*  peculiar  satisfaction,"  1  view  the m, 
on  the  contrary,  with  regret  and  with 
shame  especially  when  1  recollect,  that 
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liiere  is  a  code  of  Poor  Laws,  which 
ought  to  insure  to  every  person  in 
distress,  without  any  excejujon,  not 
only  the  means  of  preserving  life,  but 
the  means  of  comfortable  subsistence. 
Upon  the  same  ground  I  would  wish 
to  be  enabled  to  contradict  a  statement 
in  the  Courier,  of  the  twenty-eighth  of 
this  month,  expressing,  that  beds  and 
blankets,  from  the  public  stores  of 
the  navy,  had  been  placed  at  the  dis- 
posal of  your  Lordship,  as  Se.cretary 
of  State,  and  that  you  were  dis^pensing 
Ihem  to  the  several .  parishes  in  and 
riear  London.  In  the  first  place,  my 
Lord,  I  know  of  no  law  llmt  places 
in  the  Secretary  of  State  a  po'\vcr  to 
give  away,  at  his  pleasure,  any  public 
stores  whatever.  On  the  contrary, 
I  am  sure  that  it  is  unlawful,  and  that' 
the  persons,  who  had  legally  the 
charge  of  those  stores,  are,  by  law, 
answerable  for  them  to  the  public. 
This  is  not  only,  then,  a  new  oihce, 
attached  to  the  Secretary  of  Stale, 
but  it  is  a  new  source  of  patronage 
and  power;  and,  though  1  do  not 
believe  that  your  Lordship  would 
make  use  of  this  power  for  any 
corrupt  purpose,  I  know  that  you  must 
)eave\his  dispensation  to  other  hands, 
and  that  I  can  see  no  security  what- 
ever against  a  very  gross  abuse  of  it. 
Besides,  my  Lord,  what  right  has  St. 
Margaret's  Parish,  for  Instance,  or 
Chelsea  Parish,  to  boons  of  this  sort, 
any  more  than  the  parishes  of  Man- 
chester, of  Middieton,  of  Glasgow, 
or  of  any  other  1  No,  my  Lord,  it  is 
not  by  boons  of  this  sort ;  it  is  not 
by  wha|;  is  called  "  activehenevolence^'" 
that  this  nation  is  to  be  relieved,  or  j 
that  it  is  to  receive  any  thing  even  to 
mitigate  its  sufferings.  The  stores, 
thus  given  away,  must  be  paid  for  out 
of  the  public  taxes,  and  the  money 
given  in  subscriptions  must  be  de- 
ducted from  the  means  of  paying 
rates.  The  misery  to  the  poor,  and 
the  ruin  amongst  the  middle  classes 
are  general ,  and  to  general  evils,  gene- 1. 
ral  remedies  must  be  applied,  for  they 
admit  of  no  other. 

What  his    Royal    Highness    may 
!a??iu  by  the  '^native  energy  of  the  coun- 


\  /i' 


'*  ti'j/,"  it  would  perhaps,  be  presump- 
tuous in  a  vulgc7'  man  to  affect  to 
comprehend;  but,  if  a  vulgar  man 
may  be  permitted  to  state  his  doubts 
upon  the  subject,  I  would  take  the 
liberty  to  observe,  that  every  thing 
connected  with  trade,  commerce, 
manufactures,  agriculture,  and  even 
science,  must  depend,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, for  its  prosperity,  upon  politi- 
cal and  civil  institutions  and  regula- 
tions ;  and  that  I  am  not  aware  of 
any  thing  belonging  to  our  TiGturts 
capable  of  struggling  against  the  pres- 
sure of  that  heavy  load  of  taxes, 
which  we  have  now  to  support. 
Therefore,  my  Lord,  I  place  no  re- 
liance upon  this  '^  native  energy^"  un- 
less in  as  far  as  it  may  be  exerted  in 
legally  and  peaceably  endeavouriiig  to 
obtain  that  Reform  in  the  Commons' 
House  of  Parliament,  to  which  I 
think  we  are  entitled,  and  to  which  I 
have  looked  for  more  than  eleven 
years;,  as  the  only  means  of  restoring 
the  nation  to  happiness. 

His  Royal  Highness  next  speaks  of 
the  internal  situation  of  the  country 
in  these  words;  *'  I  doubt  not,  yow 
*^  will  feel  zjust  indignation  at  the  a t- 
*' tempts  which  have  been  made  to 
'*  take  advantage  of  the  distresses  of 
**  the  country,  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
*' citing  a  spirit  of  ^e^tV ion  and  rtV. 
"  lence".  He  afterwards  speaks^  of  the 
flr^5  employed  to  se^Mce  the  people. 

Nov,  my  I  ord,  Ihi*  never  can  be 
meant  to  apply  to  those  who  have 
been  speakintj  and  writing  in  the 
cause  of  Parliamentary  Reform  ;  be- 
cause, in  the  first  place,  the  cause  of 
parliamentary  reform  has  had  nothing 
at  all  to  do  with  the  seasons.  That 
cause  has  been  on  foot  (or  forty  years^; 
it  has,  in  the  hands  of  Major  Cart- 
wright,  ar  least,  never  slept  one  single 
hour  during  those  forty  years.  There 
were  just  as  much  2:eal  and  industry 
employed  upon  the  subject  twenty- 
five  years  ago,  as  at  this  day.  It 
was  supported  through  the  war.  ns 
well  as  now  in  peace.  No  advantage 
whatever  has  been  taken  of  the  sea- 
son ;  aud  of  this  your  Lordship  mult 
be  well  assured,  if  you  will  but  can^ 
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didly  look  back  to  the  proceedings 
of  the  Reformers  lor  tlie  last  thiee 
years  in  particular.  A  ad  what  mfs 
Lave  any  of  us,  who  write  and  speak, 
made  use  of  to  statu  e  any  body  ?  Our 
secrets  are  kept  as  close  as  those  which 
an  old  man  tells  to  a  young  wife ! 
The  have  been  uttered  from  the 
house-top.  They  have  been  spoken  at 
public  meetings;  they  have  been  writ- 
ten with  the  writer's  names.  They 
havebeenpublished  at  licensed  Vrea^es, 
They  have  been  stamped  au.d  regis- 
tered by  public  officers.  These  arc 
\vond('rrul  secrets!  Yet,  these  are  ull 
thai  the  Reformers  have.  These  are 
the  arts,  if  Kefi>rmers  use  arts.  At 
public  meetings  men  of  all  parties  may 
speak.  Men  of  all  parties  m:iy  tvriie. 
Those  who  have  most  truth  on  their 
aide  must  finally  prevail.  What  need, 
then,  can  there  be  to  fear  either  ora- 
tors or  penmen  ;  unless  they  have 
truth  on  their  side]  The  Reformers 
have  no  power  other  than  that  which  is 
given  them  by  truth  and  reason  ;  and, 
shall  they  not  mak<^  use  oi  these?  We 
have  no  money  to  hire  writers  or 
speakers.  We  have  no  persons  lo  keep 
up  pi»sting-bills  which  are  calculated 
to  serve  i>ur  cause.  We  have  no  means 
of  bribery  or  vprruption,  an-d  of  course, 
we  are  unable,  utterly  unable,  to  se- 
duce any   body. 

As^to  me,  though  I  am  w  hat  Mr. 
Dawson  calls  a  ^^  vulgar''  nvdu,  I 
take  great  care  never  to  utter  a  sedi- 
tious word,  or  a  word  calculated  to 
produce  violence.  On  the  contrary,  1 
defy  the  Attorney  General,  and  even 
the  Devil  himself,  to  produce  from 
my  writings  any  one  essay,  which  is 
not  written  in  the  spirit  of  peace,  and 
which  does  not  tend  to  encourage  pa- 
tience and  fortitude  in  the  peojUe. 
Not,  indeed,  peace  towards  the  vile 
and  wicked  wretcl.es,  who  have  em- 
ployed the  press  for  the  purpose  of 
misrep  esentmg  and  calumniating  the 
people,  aud  for  that  of  causing  them 
..to  distrust  nnd  persecute  and  murder 
each  other.  Towards  these  mean 
wretches  1  have,  and  can  have,  no 
.feehng  but  tkat  of  hatred,  and  I  have 
spoken  of  them  in  the  spirit  of  hatred 
accordingly.  i 


But,  my  Lord,  as  a  tree  is  known 
by  its  fruits,  so  are  our  ** arts'  known 
by  their  effects,  which,  are  the  fruilb 
of  actions.  I  repeat,  then,  for  the 
twentieth  time,  th'at  meetings  for  Re- 
form have  been  uniformly  attended 
with  peace  and  tranquillity.  In  no  oue 
instance  has  a  reform  meeting  pro- 
duced a  single  breach  of  the  peace. 
Very  different  was  the  eifect  of  the 
Cliwrch  and  King  Meetings  stirred  up 
by  "  The  Loyal  Association  at  the 
"  Crown  and  Anchor  against  Repub* 
"  licans  and  Levellers.'^  Those  meet- 
ings lei  lo  burnings  in  effigy  :  to  the 
firing  ai^l  |)ul!ing  down  of  houses;  to 
the  ducking  of  people  in  horse-ponds  ; 
ami  lo  all  sorts  of  outrages ;  vmd,  it  is 
remarkable  enongij,  that  Downcs  in 
the  Strand,  who  was  printer  to  that 
famous  Society,  is  also  the  printer  of 
the  libellous  Posting-Bill  against  Mr. 
Hunt,  of  the  history  ©f  which  Bill 
your  Lordship  will,  probably,  by  this 
time,  have  heard  the  particuliirs,  and 
very  interesting  particulars  they  will 
be  found  to  be. 

Therefore  my  Lord,  I  wish  His 
Royal  Highness  had  been  advised  to 
express  i)imself,  in  this  part  of  his 
speech  more  in  particulars ;  for  I 
submit  to  your  Lordship,  whether  it 
be  not  liable  to  produce  a  bad  effect, 
for  half  a  million  of  men,  who  have 
met  peaceably  to  petition  for  Reform, 
to  suppose  themselves  designated 
under  appellations  so  little  honourable 
to  them  either  as  Englishmen,  or  as 
human  beings.  For,  my  Lord,  though 
they  may,  by  some  persons,  be  called 
"  the  vulgar,"  and  regarded  as.  not 
capable  of  comprehending  high  sub- 
jects, they  have  hearts  to  feel,  and, 
they  cannot  but  recollect,  too,  that  it 
was  men  in  their  rank  of  lite,  yea, 
their  fathers,  brothers,  sons  and  kin- 
dred, who  fought  and  bled  in  those 
battles,  of  which  the  Speech  eulogizes 
the  ^'glorious  result."  They  cannot 
but  know  and  reflect  on  these  things. 
They  know,  too,  that  *'  vulgar*'  as 
they  are,  they  were  not  thought  too 
vulgar  to  be  called  out  into  the  Army 
of  Reserve,  the  Militia,  the  Local  ^fi- 
iitia,   the   Lt^vy-cn-Mass,   the   Volun-" 
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teers,  iw  c^efence  of  the  country  ;  and, 
if  your  Lordsiiip  %ay,  as  I  say,  that  it 
was  their  duty  to  come  forth  in  lliese 
capacities,  1  hope,  and,  indeed,  lam 
«ur#,  you  will  be  too  just  to  say,  that 
they  have  no  right  to  meet  and  to  pe- 
tiiion  for  whatever  thc-y  may  deem  the 
birth-right  of  F-nglishnjen.  There 
may  be,  as  there  have  been,  men  to 
call  us  the  '*  Sivinhk  MuUiiude"  and 
to  say,  tiiat  we  have  *'  mo  bu-sines:^ 
'*  with  the  Laws  hut  to  ohey  them;'' 
but  your  L6rdship  is  not  one  of  those 
men  ;  and,  at  a  moment  when  a  cor- 
dial union  of  us,  heart  and  liand,  is 
\vanted  to  save  even  the  remnants  of 
our  prosperity,  I  do  feel  confident, 
that  your  Lordshi])  will  not  yiehl  t(» 
the  sugjrestions  of  tliosft  tnen,  be  they 
who  they  may,  who  think  contemptu- 
ously of  the  people. 

The  people,  my  Lord,  are  not  so 
stupid  as  some  persons  imajjine  them 
to  be.  1  find  no  people  rcalbj  ignQ- 
rant,  hnt  those  who  despise,  or  affect 
to  despise,  the  mass  of  tile  people. 
The  people  read,  they  talk,  they  think, 
and  misery  sharpens  their  understand- 
ings. They  know  well,  that,  *' vul- 
**  ^af*  as  they  are,  they  pay  their 
**  full  share  of  taxes.  They  are  not  told 
this  for  their  informativniioY  ihey 
ktow  it  well.  Yet  are  they  docile 
and  good  humoured.  They  discover 
no  impatience,  nnich  less  *'  an  ignorant 
**  impatience."  They  are  brave,  loyal, 
end  industrious,  aixd  all  they  want  to 
make  them  prosperous,  happy  and 
contented,  is,  in  my  opinion,  that 
voice  in  choosing  members  of  parlia- 
ment, to  wliich  I  think,  and  to  which 
most  of  them  think,  they  are  entitled. 

Such  being  the  real  state  of  the 
ease,  my  Lofd,  I  wms  grieved  to  read 
the  close  of  His  Royal  Highness's 
Speech,  and  I  deeply  lamented,  that  lie 
was  not  advised  to  koW  a  language 
less  expressive  of  lii«  displeasure. — 
Every  ♦)ne  wishes  the  peace  to  be 
preserved,  except,  indeeri,  the  writers 
in  the  corrupt  newspapers,  who  are 
seeking  to  foment  disputes  and  to  pro- 
duce, it  appears  to  we,  civil  carnage. 
It  appcarlj:in<leed,  next  to  impossible, 
that  tbey  can  have  any  othir  object  in 


view.    For,    they  no  where   see   any 
riots,  any  disturban«es,  any  violences, 
any   breaches    of    the    peace,   where 
there  are  Meetings  for  Reform  ;  and, 
which    is   very   curious,    since    these 
meetings  have  taken  place,  and  lujve 
excited    hope   in   the  bosoms  of  the 
people,  even  the  Lvddites  have  ceased 
their  depredations.     And,  when  this 
is  as  ** notorious  «s  the  Sun  at  noon- 
*'  day,*'    is    it     not     audacious     and 
wicked   to   the  last  degree   in    these 
corrupt  M'riters,  to  endeavour  to  at- 
tribute to  the  Reformers  u  desire  to 
disturb  the  pnhlic  peace,  and  to  carry 
their  point  by  force  of  arms?     The 
people,  my  Lord,   wa»vt  b^ead.   They 
are,  iu  Lancashire  and   several  other 
CoCmties,   nearly    upon   the   point  of 
starvi?7g  !  This  is  no  exagceration.    I 
am  able,  at  the  bar  of  the  Lords,  if 
you  please,  to  prove  what  I  say,  in 
the  most  rigorous  sense  of  the  w»)rds. 
Good  God  I  What  a  state  is  this  for 
Englishmen   to   be  brought  to  !     Say, 
that  the  evil  cannot,  all  at  once,  be 
remedied.     But,   my  Lord,  it  can  be 
softened  *^y  keeping  hope  alive  in  the 
suffering  bosoms  of  these  our  unhappy 
countrymen ;  for   "  vulgar"  as   they 
may    be,   they   are  our   countrymen, 
and  they  have  blood  in  their  veins, 
and   hearts  in   their  bosoms.    They 
have  the  feeling^s  of  parents  and  of 
children,  and  have  as  much  right  to 
see  to  ])reserve  life  and   enjoy  hap- 
phiess  as    Daniel  Stewart  and  John 
Walter,  or  any  body  else.     In  such  a 
case  one  ounce  of  conciliation,  is  worth 
a  ton  o{  menace  ;  and  jet,  it  is  at  this 
monient,  at  this  dismal  moment,  when 
there  are,  probably  millions,  who  open 
their   eyes   »n    the    morning    without 
knowing  where  to  look  for  a  bi-eak* 
fast,  that  the  writers  in  the  Courier 
and  the  Times  are  calling  for  the  en- 
actment of  laws  of  the  most  rigorous 
and  cruel  description !     These  men, 
who  were  incessant  in  their  cries  for 
the  blood  of  the  brave  Marshal  Ney, 
really  seem  to  thirst  for  the  blood  of 
the  people  of  England.    They  seek  to 
make  riots  and  plots,  and  to  set  all 
the  nation  in  a  flame.     If  they  should 
succeed,  woeful  indeed    will    be   tlw: 
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consequences.  If  once  they  blow  the 
embers  into  a  blaze,  the  hmd  will  be 
covered  with  desolation  and  mourning. 
Only  think,  my  Lord,  of  the  despair 
of  millions  of  men,  to  whom  death  is 
nearly  as  welcome  as  the  morning 
lii^ht !  \yhat  deeds  one  n»ind  is  capa- 
ble ©f  de\^sin^,  when  it  i«  at  war  with 
the  world,  some  poet  has  described  ; 
what,  then,  must  be  the  consequences 
of  thousands  and  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  minds,  all  at  one  time  in  this 
borriblc  state ! 

It  was  from  considerations  like  these 
that  1  was  led  to  hope  for  something 
very  conciliatory  in  tiie  Speech  of  his 
Royal  Highness,  and  that  I  stil^  cling 
\o  the  hope,  that  the  Parliament  will 
listen  with  patience  to  the   prayers  of 
Uie  people,  and  not  re^ject  ihera,  at  any 
ra»ite,  without  giving  to  the  Bill,  which 
1  know  will  be  moved  for,  all  that  at- 
tention and  discussion,  which  the  sub- 
ject  so  loudly  and  so  reasonably  be- 
spealis.   As  to  the  Amendmtnts  to  the 
Address,  whicJi  are  reported  to  have 
been     moved    by     Mr.    Ponsonby, 
they   appear   to  mc  to  have  been  of 
very  little  importance.  The  mass  of  the 
people  feel  no  interest  in  them.  They 
go  Hierely  to  state  what  all  the  world 
knovys  ;  namely,  that  it  is  impossible 
to  meet  the  expen^iiture  on  its  present 
scale.     They  might  have  gone  much 
further  in  this  wny.    They  might  have 
argued  and   shown,  that  the  Revenue 
would  not,  in  future,  meet  the  Debt 
without  a  cessation  of  that  thing,  hu- 
mourously called  "  fhe  Sinking  Fund." 
But,  we  want  no  gliost  to  tell  ui  tins. 
We  see,  indeed,  that  it  is  now  acknow- 
Ivdgcd,  that  the  $ystem  can  no  longer 
go  on  entire  ;  but  this  the  Prince  has 
pretty  plainly,  and  ve^-y  wisely,  told 
us  in  his  Speech  ;   and  if  the   bold 
language  of  Mr.  Vansittart,  at  the 
opcniiig  of  the  last  Session,  when  he 
said,  that  an  Englishman  must  be  base 
who  would  not  prefer  the  then  situa- 
tion of  Erngland   to  the  situation  of 
England  in  1792  ;  ii"  this  speech  could 
be  forgotten,  we  might  feel  compassion 
for  that  gentleman  at  this  moment. 

But„  my  Lord,  I  cannot  conclude 
the  history  of  Tuesday,  without   no- 


ticing an  expression  or  two,  which  the 
newspapers    have     ascribed    to    Mr. 
Dawson,  relative  to  the  debt  and  the 
taxes,  whvch  are  as  follow:    "It  should 
"  be  recollected,  tliat  the  government 
"  and   the  people   had  great  and  im- 
"  perious  duties  to  perform;    and  it 
"  became  the  people  to  consider,  that, 
"  in  encGnraging  and  in  cxciiing  tlie 
"  government  to  pro>ecute  the  late  ar- 
"  duous  contest,  and  also  in  partici- 
"  patirig  the  glories  which  marked  the 
"  progress  and  result  of  that  contest, 
"  thej  were   bound  patient Ii/  to  bear 
**  the   burthens,  and  honest  Ii/  to  dis- 
*■  chargethe  debtSfWhichyiUron^ii  that 
"  c»ontest  were  inevitably  contracted.** 
Now,  my  Lord,  though  I  do  not  like 
to  accuse  any  gentleman,  and  particu- 
larly a  member  of  parliament,  of  theft, 
nor  do  I  know,  indeed,  but  it  has  been 
the  newspaper  editors,  who  have,  npoR 
this   occasion,  as  well  as  upon   many 
others,    committed    spoliations    upon 
me.  still  I  must,  and  I  do,  in  the  name 
ol'liferary  honesty,  (if  ever  such  a  thing 
existed)  and  iu  the  face  of  this  whole 
nation,  most  soleujnly  own,  and  most 
tirmly  grasp  hold  of,  this  passage  tks 
my  property,  and   I  hereby' detain   it 
as  such.     Why  !  my  Lord,  I  have  put 
these  words  in  black  pri«t,  and,  as  far 
•4s  I  know,  marked  them  by  italics,  at 
least  one  hundred   times  ;   and   upon 
what  ground    they  have   been  appro- 
priated by  another,  with  so  lilile  cere- 
mony, I  am  at  a  loss  to  discover;  un- 
less  it   be  that   I,  being  one  of  the 
**  vulgar,"  am  liable  to  be  plundered 
with   impunity,   having,    at  the   best, 
no  other  means  of  redress   than  that 
of  suing  in/orma  jjaupcris.    However, 
as  it  is  a  rule,  amongst  us  of  tlie  vulgar, 
that  a  man  may  take  his  own  wherever 
he  finds  it,  T  hereby  lay  hold  on  this 
passage,   which  1   have   (ounvl   in  the 
Morning  Chronicle.    jThis  passage  I 
have  repeated,  till  I  hav^been  ashamed 
of  the  repetition.     I  had  left  it  oft"«: 
flung  it  out,  as  a  drayman  does  an 
exhausted  quid  of  tobacco  ;    and  the 
speech  writer  of  the  Morning  Chro- 
nicle has  picked  it  up,  and  put  it  in 
the  mouth  of  Mr.  Dawson. 

Seriously,  my  Lord,  if  you  have  done 
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me  the  honour  to  read  what  I  write,  how 
often  did  I  say,  about  the  time  wlien 
Napoleon  was  sent  to  Elba,  that  now 
the  yjeftei^s  lit  the  Mansion  House,  the 
Addressei's  in  the  Counties  and  from 
the  Quarter  Sessions,  the  Addressers  in 
the  great  towns  and  manufacturing 
clistriots,  the  Addvtssing  Yeomanry, 
the  whole  body  of  the  Clergp  ;  m 
short,  all  tliose  who  urged  the  govern- 
ment to  go  to  war,  to  persevere  in  the 
war,  to  renew  the  war,  and  to  re-renew 
the  war,  and  to  hire  foreign  troops,  in 
order  to  assist  in  dethroning  Napoleon 
a  second  time,  and  in  restoring  the 
Bourbons  again  and  again,  and  to 
keep  np  an  army  in  France,  how  often 
have  I  said,  that  all  these  persons 
ought  to  bear  the  burthen  of  taxes 
patiently,  and  to  pay  the  interest  of 
the  de^t  honestly  ;  how  often  have  I 
said,  that  having  pledged  their  lives 
and  fortunes  for  the  prosecution  of 
so  glorious  a  war,  and  having  roasted 
oxen  and  sheep,  and  given  fetes  to  old 
Blucher,  to  celebrate  the  accomplish- 
ment of  their  object,  they  .must  be  the 
most  niggardly  and  sneaking  vaga- 
bonds that  ever  existed,  to  grudge  the 
last  fartlnng  of  those  fortunes^  the 
whole  of  which  they  had  pledged, 
seeing  that  the  government,  so  far 
from  asking  for  their  lives y  did  not 
seem  to  desire  to  hurt  a  smgle  hair  of 
their  headsil  But,  it  appears  pretty 
clear,  that  the  "  vulgar"  could  be 
under  no  such  pledge,  seeing  that  they 
were  incapable  of  comprehending  such 
topics.  Therefore,  upoo  this  point, 
there  will,  I  imagine,  be  no  dispute  at 
all.  The  vw/^ffr  being  left  out  of  the 
*  question,  I  have  not  the  smallest  ob- 
■  jection^to  say  that  the  life  d.ndfortu7ie 
men  ought  to  bear  their  burthens 
patiently,  and  to  pay  their  debts  to 
the  utmost  farthing  of  their  means. 

In  conclusion,  my  Lord,  as  much 
h^s,  in  different  pkces,  and  by  dif- 
ferent personSj  been  said  al)ont  **  the 
JDemagos^ciSy^  who  have  harangued 
at  the  Parliamentary  Reform  Meet- 
ings, I  beg  leave  to  observe,  that 
a  "  demagogue''  means,  in  its  true 
sense,  a  man,  who,  under  the  false 
pretence  ofinlendingtoassist,  or  serve, 


the  people,  gets  into  possession  of 
public  money,  or  other  public  plunder. 
In  short,  a  demagogue  is,  or  would  be, 
a  public  robber  ;  a  wretch,  gorged,  or 
wishing  to  be  gorged,  some  how  or 
other,  with  the  public  \vealth  ;  a  poli- 
tical leech,  who  is  sucking,  or  lias 
sucked,  or  is  trying  to  suck,  the  blood 
of  the  Commonwealth  ;  a  b^ise  wretch, 
who,  rather  than  not  fatten  upon  the 
public  spoil,  would  set  (he  whole  na- 
tion together  by  the  ears  and  see  them 
cut  each  other's  throats.  Such  a  mis- 
creant will  talk  so  loudly  an^  with 
such  apparent  sincerity  about  the  good 
of  the  people  aud  about  his  attach- 
ment tfi  the  Rcyal  Familj/y  aud,  he 
will  express  so  much  hprror  at  what 
he  calls  disloyal  language,  that  many 
good  men  are  deceived  by  his  haran- 
gues. But,  the  greedy  cormorant, 
whether  he  talk  of  the  people  or  the 
king,  whether  he  profess  friendship 
to  the  first  br  the  last,  he  has  public 
plunder  in  view  ;  and,  therefore,  no- 
thing puts  him  so  much  in  a  rage  as 
those  efforts  which  tend  to  cut  off,  or 
lessen,  his  means  of  obtaining  and  se- 
curing that  plunder,  by  exposing  his 
frauds  and  his  atrocities.  A  dema- 
gogue; that  is  to  say,  a  true  dema- 
gogue, when  he  finds  himself  opposed 
by  facts  or  arguments,  which  he  can 
neither  controvert  nor  set  up  any  plau- 
sible answer  to,  is  sure  to  **  fall  foul,'' 
as  the  sailors  call  it,  of  his  adversa- 
ries ;  that  is  to  say,  to  load  them  with 
all  sorts  of  abuse  ;  to  impute  motives 
to  them  which  they  never  entertained, 
and  which  he  knows  that  they  never 
entertained  ;  to  calumniate  them,  ^nd 
to  expense  them,  if  possible,  to  utrer 
ruin,  and  even  to  personal  destruction. 
But,  my  Lord,  the  sure  and  certain 
mark,  by  which  you  shall  know  a  true 
demagogue,  is  this;  though  he  is  ex- 
cessively malignant  and  loud  in  his 
abuse  ;  though  he  rages  and  foams 
like  a  storm,  while  he  is  assailing  his 
adversaries,  he  is  as  cowardly  as  he  is 
unjust  and  cruel,  and  always  takes 
special  care  to  make  his  attacks  behind 
the  backs  of  those  adversaries  ! — Oh  ! 
hew  big  and  bold  he  looks  then  f 
How  he  swaggers  !      How  pompo.usly 
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lie/talks!  Biit,  put  him  in  the  face 
of  those  adversaries,  let  him  meet  Ihem 
foot'to-foot,  and  he  sinks  dcwn  his 
head,  and  hides  his  face  as  if  it  were 
pelted  at  with  mud  or  rotten  eggs. 

Now,  my  Lord,  these  are  the  signs 
by  which  you  shall  know  a  tru^e  de- 
magogue, with  this  addition,  that,  if 
he  be  emptyy  and  wants  filling,  he  is 
^way3  abusing  the  King's  ministers 
and  bawling  for  a  change  of  thenit  in 
order,  as  he  pretends,  to  bring  more 
wisdom  2A\d  talent  to  the  service  of 
the  Country,  but  as  he  really  means, 
in  order  to  get  something  far  himself 
If  at  any  of  tl»e  Public  Meetings  for 
Reform,  your  I!oVdship  has  perceived 
any  persons  of  this  description^  then 
those  meetings  hav&  been  altemled  by 
l)emagogu£s.  But,  my  Lord,  not 
<v»ne  such  man  have  I  observed  at  any 
of  those  meetings..  In  all  the  Speeches 
and  Resolutions,  and  Petitions  that  I 
have  read,  truihj  sincerity, ^nd  fairness 
have  been  th€  main  chaj-acteristics ; 
free  and  open  discussion  has  every 
where  been  invited  ;  a  strictly  peace- 
able and  orderly  conduct  has  been 
observed ;  and,  in  no  one  instance 
have  any  of  the  speakers  attempted  to 
interfere  with  the  just  prerogatives  of 
the  Crown  by  catling  for  a  change  of 
the  Ministry.  All  the  meetings  have 
carefully  avoided  this  sort  of  inde- 
cency, in  spite  of  the  attempts  of 
some  of  that  viperous  fa<?tion,  called 
WhigSf  who  have  still,  notwithstand- 
ing die  universal  detestation  in  which 
they  are  held,  been  endeavouring  to 
turu  the  popular  tide  to  the  account 
of  their  own  selfishness. 

Seeing 'that  this  is  a  true  account  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Reformers,  I 
cauRot  help  regretting  that  an  amende 
ment,  ia  the  following  words,  which, 
as  appears  from  the  newspapers,  was 
moved  on  Wednesday  night,  by  the 
pliant  LordCochra^'E,  should  ha\*e 
found  NO  ONE  even  to  SECOND  it! 
**  That  this  House  has  taken  a  view 
"  of  the  public  proceedings,  through- 
*'  out  the  country,  by  those  persons, 
**  who  have  met  to  petition  for  a  Re- 
**  form  of  this  House,  and  that,  in 
''justice  to  those  persons  as  well  as 


"  to  the  people  at  large,  and  hv  the 
"  purpose  of    convincing  the  people 
"  that  this  House  wishes  to  ententain 
"  and  encourage  no  misrepresentation 
"  of  their  honest  intentions,  thisHouse 
*^  with  great    humility,  beg  leave  \<» 
"  assure  his  Royal  Highness,  that  they 
"have  not  been  able  to  discover  one 
"  single  instance,  in  which  meetings  to 
"  petition  for  Parliarnentary  Reform 
**  have    been    accompanied   with  any 
"  attempt  to   disturb  the  public  tran- 
"  (piillity  ;     and    this   House    further 
"  beg  leave  to  assure  his  Royal  High- 
*'  ness,   tliat,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
"  neeessity  of  those  rigorous  measures, 
*'  which  are  contemplated  in  the  ht- 
"  ter  part  of  the  Speech  of  his  Royal 
"  Highness,  this  House  will  take  into 
"  their   early  consideration    the  pro- 
*'  priety  of  abolishing  sinecures  and 
**  unmerited  pensions  and  grants,,  the 
"  reduction  of  the  civil  list,  and  of  aft 
"  salaries    which  are  now  dispropor- 
"  tionate   to   the  services,  and  espe^ 
"  cially,  that  they  will  take  i»to  th«eir 
*'  consideration    the    Reform  of  this, 
"  House,  agreeably  to  the  laws  and 
*'  constitution  of  the  land,  this  House 
"  being  det;idedly  of  opinioia  thatjas- 
"  tice  and  humanity,  as  well  as  policy^ 
"  call,  at  this  time  of  universal  dis^ 
"  tress,  for  measures  of  conciliatiott^ 
"  and  not  of  rigour,  towards  a  peo- 
**  pie  who  have  made  so  many  and 
"  such  great  sacrifices,  and  who  are 
*'  now   suffering,    in    consequence  of 
"  those  sacrifices,  all  the  calamities 
"  with  which  a  nation  can  be  aiHicted," 
Not  one  word,  my  Lord,  is  there 
here,  which  is  not  TRUE  as  to  the 
conduct  of  the  Reformers.     And  yet, 
no  one  to  second  the  motion  !  There- 
fore the  motion  was  not  put!    Not 
one  member  to  second  the  gallant  and 
fait4iful    Lord    Cochrane !    Well,  my 
Lord,  we  will  not  despair  ;  nor  will 
we  even    be  discouraged  ;    nor  shall 
any   of  the  arts   of  miscreant  dema- 
gogues seduce  us  from  coolly,  steadily^, 
legally  and  loyally  pursuing  our  ob- 
ject.    Like   our  true-hearted  leader* 
Major  Cartwright,  we  will  persevere, 
through  good  report,  and  evil  report* 
bearhig  all  thinss^  sufFertns:  all  iTiur*^ 
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and  we  will  not  doubt,  that,  unless 
we  can  be  shown,  by  the  powers  of 
reason,  to  be  in  error,  our  eause  will 
finally  triumph. 

In  the  hoj)e,  that  I  shall  live  to  see 
^our  Lordship  a  friend  of  this  cause, 
and  in  a  hearty  detestation  of  those 
who  take  advantage  of  the  distresses 
oi"  the  nation  to  make  attacks  upon 
the  Ministry  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
their  places  and  emolumeiits,  I  remain, 
with  the  greatest  respect. 

Your  Lordship's  most  obedient, 
And  most  humble  servant, 

Wm.  Cobbett. 


PS  -Fray,  mv  Lord,  read  the 
foUoNving,  which  Ihave  just  received 
from  Liverpool : — 

Lir-erpooly  '2Qth  January,  1817- 

giR^^We  haye  thus,  day  had  our  Special 
Vestry,  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the 
Poor  Rates,  and,  as  yon  will  perceive  by 
the  underwritten,  something  of  a  novel  na- 
ture  was  resolve^  upon.  fVe  have  resolved 
to  memonaUze  the  Treasury,  pi  ay in^  for  a  sus- 
yensicn  of  tlie  Collection  of  Assessed  Taxes. 

The  Vestry  was  held  in  St,  Nicholas's 

Church. 

Th  e  Resolutions.—**  That  the  increased 
«  and  increasing  numbers  and  necessities  of 
^'  the  poor  of  this  parish,  fonn  a  sub}oct  of 
«  the  most  serious  alarm  to  the  inhabitants 
"  thereof.  That  the  cause  of  this  frightful 
«  inaease  is  to  be  found  only  in  the  unmi- 
"  tigated  pressure  of  taxation,  a  taxation 
i*  which,  in  its  insatiable  cravings,  swallows 
«  up  the  means  of  honourable  employment 
"  f»r  the  industrious,  strips  the  poor  of  their 
»*  scanty  means  of  existence,  and  threatens 
-  thoie  who  have  hitherto  been  able  to  pi?c- 


''  serve  their  stations  in  the  middle  ranks  of 

*  society,  with  immediate  ruin  and  beggary. 
"  That  to  ease  the  country  of  this  destructive 
"  pressure  is  the  first  and  04ily  reasonabla 
"  course  to  be  pursued,  if  we  would  save  it 
"  from  Increased  misery,  confusion,  and  de- 
"  solation.    That  thojigh  this  vestry  cannot 
"  deny  (he  imperious  necesi»ities,  and  just 
"  claim's  of  the  poor  of  the  parisli,  to  an  ad- 
"  ditional  rate  for  their  miaintenance,  it  cwn- 
"  not  overlook  the  inability  which  many  of 
'*  the  householders  labour  under  to  pay  the 
"  amount  of  tt^e  assesstnents  heretofore  de- 
"  manded.     That  in  this  dilemma  the  only 
'■'  mode  of  proceeding,  which  presents  itself 
•'  to  this  Vestry,  for  arresting  the  further 
"  progress  of  pauperism,  and  of  enaT)ling 
"  many  who  are  now  tottering  on  its  brink, 
**  to  preserve  their  station  in  society,  (the 
"  only   course   which    offers   itself  to  our 
"  adoption)  appears  lO  be  an  earnest  appeal 
*'  to  the  Government  to  forbear  for  a  sea- 
"  son,  at  least,  the  collection  of  g.omc  part 
"  of  the  taxes. — That  the  only  tUxes  which 
'*  we  ca!i  flatter  ourselves  with  a  hope  that 
♦'  Government  will  be  prevailed  upon  to  re- 
"  linquish,  and  those   vhicb,  in  proportion 

*  to  their  amount,  seem  best  cnlculafed  to 
"  afford  the  relief  proposed,  appear  to  this 
"  Vestry  to  be  the  assessments  on  Dwelling 
"  Houses. — That  in  furtherance  of  this  ob- 
"jcct,  a  Petition  or  Memorial,  from  this 
"'  Vestry,  be  transmitted  to  the  Lords  of  his 
"  Majesty's  Treasury,  praying  them  to  give 
"  otdors  for  a  discontinuance  of  all  forcible 
"  collection  of  the  a-«isessments  on  dwelling 
"  houses,  until  the  inhabitants  of  this  pari.^h 
*<  are  better  ablo  to  sustain  their  pressure. 

« That  the  Petition  now  read  be  adopted, 

"  and  that  it  be  signed  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
"  Vestry  on  behalf  of  the  Meeting." 
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NOTICE. 

All  the  back  numbers  of  the  Cheap 
Register  are  now  re-'printed  in  the 
pamphlet  form — It  has  at  the  request 
of  many  persons,  been  deterniined  to 
puWish  Paper  against  Gold  in  /lum- 
bers, instead  of  a  whole  book,  and 
to  collect  the  Numbers  into  a  bock  at 
last. — This  will,  therefore,  be  done  ; 
uud,  as  there  will  now  be  aJi  addition 
to  it,  the  thing  shall  be  so  contrived, 
thatthobc  who  have  already  purchased 
the  work  in  two  volumes,  may  purchase 
the  addition  separate  to  be  added  to 
those  Volumes. — The  Numbers  will 
be  two-pence  each,  and  the  first  will 
be  published  on  Saturday,  the  22nd 
of  this  month. — There  will  be  about 
17  Numbers  ;  so  tliat  the  whole  work 
will  not  exceed  in  price  2^.  lOd,  or 
thereabouts. 

A  Letter 

TO  THE 

LIFE-AND  FORTUNE  MEN. 

Meetinscon  Portsdown. — Misery  and 
not  Reform  the  cause  of  Riots, — 
Funding  System  the  cause  of 
Misery^— Dreadful  state  of  Isling- 
ton,  Coventry,  Sfc. — PoorDugood's 
Petition. — Mr.  Hunt's  Petition. — 
Mr.  Hunt's  Letter  to  Lord  Sfd- 
mouth, 

London^  February,  5thy\Ql7. 

LIFE-AND-FORTUNE  MeN, 

Being  rather  in  haste  to  set  off  to  a 
Meeting  on  Portsdown  Hill,  which  is 
to  be  held  on  Monday  next,  you  will 
have,  I  hope,  the  goodness  to  excuse 
me,  if  I  am  not  quite  so  ceremonious 
as  your  correspondents  generally  are. 

I  have  read,  and  the  people  have 
read,  not  with  indignation,  for  no 
effort  of  your  venom  is  now  capable  of 
exajtiiig  a  feeling  of  so  high  au  order; 


but  we  have  read,  with  scorn  and 
contempt,  the  attack,  on  the  Parlia- 
mentary ReTormers,  contained  in  your 
Declaration,  issued  by  a  Meeting  of 
you  at  the  London  Tavern  on  the  31st 
of  last  month;  which  meeting  is  stated 
to  Iiave  consisted  t)f  Bankers,  Mcr^ 
chants.  Traders  and  others,  and, 
amongst  the  names  of  the  persons 
slgniui;  which  Declaration  are  several 
of  those  who  have  the  management  of 
the  affairs  of  the  Bank  of  England.  I 
shall  presently  speak  more  particularly 
of  the  terms  and  assertions  of  that 
Declaration ;  but,  first,  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  refrain  from  remarking,  that 
most  of  you  were  amongst  the  /Id-, 
dressers  of  17i)3,  who  then  urged  the 
government  on  to  that  war,  of  the  ex^ 
peiices  and  the  debts  of  which  this,na- 
tion  is  now  tasting  the  bitter,  the  poi- 
sonous, the  destructive  fruit.  You 
are,  in  fact,  the  same  body  of  men,  the 
chasms  made  by  time  having  been 
filled  up  as  they  occurred.  Curious 
this  fact  is  to  contemplate !  What ! 
at  the  end  oftwenty -five  years  of  war 
and  glory  against  Republicans  and 
Levellers,  do  you  find  it  necessary  to 
come  forth  again  !  Again,  after  more 
than  a  thousand  millions  have  been 
expended  in  taxes  and  nearly  another 
thousand  millions  of  Debt  have  been 
contracted  for  the  purpose  of  preserv- 
ing what  you  call  the  Constitution! 
Again,  after  the  Bourbons  and  the  In- 
quisition and  the  Pope  and  the  Jesuits 
have  been  restored,  after  all  the  Re- 
publics of  Europe  have  been  destroy* 
ed,  and  after  a  holy  alliance  has  been 
solemnly  concluded  between  all  the 
principal  sovereigns  !  Again,  after 
such  volumes  of  congratulation  on  the 
triumph  of  social  order,  after  all  Ifce 
ox-roasting  and  temple  building  in 
commemorcftion  of  that  glorious  tri- 
umph, and  after  w€  have  been  told, 
that  *'  tUe  play  being  over  we  m«t  nou' 
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*'  sit  down  to  supper  /"  After  all  this, 
do  we  behold  you  sal!yin;;j  forth  a<rain 
with  your  imputations  auairist  Parlia- 
mentary Reformers,  and  with  your 
proiuises  and  vows  to  assist  in  keeping 
Ihem  down?  But,  before  I  proceed 
lo  eomment  on  your  Declaration,  let 
me  first  insert  it,  that  the  world  may 
hear  you  as  well  as  me. 

The  place  of.  your  meeting  is  not 
unworthy  of  notice.     *' The  London 
**  Tavern.'*  Why  in  a  koust?   why  in  a 
hired  room,  if  you  meant    that  your 
Declaration  should  carry   any  weight 
with  it  as  expressing  any   thing  like 
«  public  sentiment  ?  It  was  at  this  same 
l^)ndon  Tavern,  that  the  famous  posi- 
tion of  "  a  sudden  transition  from  war 
"  to  peace'^  was  blown  to  air  by  Lord 
Cochrane,  and  wliicii  position  is  now 
scouted    by    the    Members    of    boUi 
H0uses    of    Parliament    without    the 
smallest  degree    of   ceremony  or    re- 
serve.    The  London  Tavern  was  no 
place  to  hold  a  meeting  of  the  People 
of  London,  and  the  place  of  meeting 
shows  thatit  was  judicio^is  in  you  not 
to  imitate  the  language  of  the  Manches- 
ter  Declarers,    who  insist,   that  they 
speak  the  voice  of  *'  the  great  body, 
*\  or  great  majorili/^  of  his  Majesty's 
•*  subjects." 

Your  Declaration,  after   the  intro- 
ductory verbiage,  is  in  the  following 
words:— "We,  the  undersigned  Mer- 
*'  chants,  Bankers,  Traders,  and  In- 
"  habitants  of  London,  deem  it  to  be 
**  incumbent  on  us  to  come  forward 
•*  with   a    Declaration   of  our   senti- 
**  raents  on  the  present  crisis  of  public 
**  afifairs.  — We   are   far   from    being 
**  insensible  to  the  evils  whicli  at  pre- 
**  lent  affect  every  class  of  the  com- 
•'  munity,  more  especially  the  lojver 
**  orders ;  we  are  anxiously  desirous 
"  that  every   practicable  means  may 
**  be    used    for   alleviating   their  dis- 
'*  tresses;  and  we  entertain  a  sanguine 
**  hope,  that  the  embarrassments  with 
*'  which  we  have  to  struggle,  will,  by 
*  the  exercise  of  a  wise  and  enlightcn- 
**ed  policy,  be  overcome;  and  that 
**the  agriculture,  manufactures,  and 
"commerce  of  the  country,  will  at 
'•no  distent  period  revive  and  flourish. 
i**We  are  satisfied  at  the  same  time. 


•*  that  nothing  can  tend   more  to  re- 
"  tard    the    aecomplrsbment   of  our 
"  wishes- and   hopes,   than  the  endea- 
"  vours  which  have  recently  been  ex- 
"  erted   with    too   much    success,   bi/ 
"  desis:nins:  and  evil-minded  men,  Uf 
"  pers\iade  the  people  that  a  remedy 
*'  is  to  be  found  in  measures  whicl> 
"  under    specious    ptetenceSf    would 
"  effect  the  overthrow  of  the  Consti- 
*^  tution.     To  these  endeavours  may 
'*  be' traced  the  criminal  excesses  which 
"  have  lutdy  disgraced  the  Metropolis 
'*  and  other  part s  of  the  Empire ;  and 
**  the  still  more  desperate  and  atro- 
*'  clous    outrage    which  has  recently 
**  been  committed  agaijist  the  sacred 
"  person  of  the   Prince  Regent,    on 
"  his  return  from  opening  Parliament, 
**  in  the  exercise  of  the  functions  of 
'*  our  revered  Monarch.     We  cannot 
i  *'  adequately  express  our  abhorrence 
I  "  of  these    enormities,  which,  if  not 
I  "  repressed,  must   lead  to   scenes  of 
"  anarchy  and  bloodshed,  too  appal- 
•'  ling  ti)  contemplaie ;    and  we  feel 
"  it   to   be  a   solemn   and    imperious 
•'  duty    we   owe    to   our  country,  to 
"  pledge   ourselves  individually   and 
"  collectively,     to    support   the  just 
*'  exercise  of  the  authority  of  Govern- 
**  ment,  to  maintain  the  Constitution 
"  as  by  law  established,  and  to  resist 
"  every  attempt,  whether  of  craft  or 
*'  violence,    that     may    be    directed 
•*  against  our  civil  liberty  and  our  so- 
"  cial  pe'^e."   • 

Now,  you  will  hardly  be  so  hypocri- 
tical and  so  cowardly  as  to  pretend, 
that  you  do  not  mean  the  Parliamen- 
tary Reformers,  when  you  speak  of 
*'  designing  and  evil-minded  men,"  and 
that  you  wish  to  cause  it  to  be  believed 
(as  if  any  body  would,  or  could  be- 
lieve you !)  that  the  "  late  riots  in 
"  London,  and  other  parts  of  the  Em* 
"  pire,  and  even  the  attack  upon  the 
"  Regent  ^re  to  be  traced  to  the  en- 
"  deavours"  of  the  Reformers.  Great 
as  may  be  the  hypocrisy  of  which  you 
are  masters,  you  will  hardly  attempt 
to  deny,  that  this  is  the  meaning  ot 
your  words.  And,  this  being  their 
meaning,  was  there  ever  a  more  auda- 
cious falsehood  published  to  the  world? 
First,  as  to  the  **  criminal  excesses," 
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con»mitted  in  other  parts  of  the  "  Em- 
**  pire,"  who  told  you,  that  this  was 
**  an  Empire?'*  Where  did  you  pick 
up  that  new-fangled  slang?  To  what 
half-foreign  jargon-monger  have  you 
been  to  school]     This  is  a  kingdom, 


that  is  to  say,  a  commonwealth,  a 
political  mixed  government,  having  a 
king  for  its  chief.  We  acknowledge 
no  imperial  sway,  and,  in  spite  of 
your  jargon,  you  may  be  sure,  that  we 
never  shall ;  for  before  we  do  that,  we 
must  burn  all  our  laws  and  all  our  law 
books,  and  forswear  all  the  notions  of 
our  forefathers,  which  we  shall  not 
do,  in  order  to  follow  tlie  example  of 
a  set  of  dealers  in  paper-money,  whose 
traffic,  as  we  shall  by-and-Uy  see,  has 
been  one  of  the  great  causes  of  our 
ruin. 

But,  not  to  criticise  further,  where 
censure      and    condemnation    are    so 
loudly   called    for,    what  proof  have 
you,  that  **  criminal  excesses*'  out  of 
London    can   be    traced  to    the    Re- 
formers?    Where  have  these  excesses 
been  committed  ?     In  the  Isle  of  E^y ; 
in    Suffolk;    in   Wales;    at   Dundee. 
That  is  all,  I  believe ;  and,  you  knoiv 
well,  that,  in  neither  of  those  places 
has  there  been   any  meeting  for  Re- 
form.    In  all  those  places  some  mis- 
guided and  suffering  people  have  made 
attacks  upon  threshing  machines,   or 
have  assembled  to  demand  a   rise  of 
wages,    or    have   seized   on    food    in 
bakers'  and  other  shops ;  but,  in   no 
one   of  those   cases   has   there  been, 
amongst  the  people  so  assembling,  any 
talk  even  about  Reform.     Some  of  the 
unhappy  creatures  \\?i\e  suffered  death 
for  their    *■  criminal  excesses ;"  their 
confessions  or  pretended  confessions, 
have  been    published    to  the  world ; 
and,  in  those  confessions  not  one  word 
is  to  be  found  about  the  influence  of 
Reformers  on  their  minds. 

Then  as  to  the  riot  in  London, 
which  was  realty  very  criminal,  you 
^so  ivell  knoWy  that  Reform  and  Re- 
formers bad  nothing  to  do  with  the 
matter.  The  Watsons,  though  per- 
•»onSj  until  that  day,  of  excellent  cha- 
racter, appear  to  have  adopted  the 
Spencean  principles,  which,  without 
ray  troubling  myself  about  them  here, 


are  well  knotvH  as  having  nothing  to 
do  with  Parliainentary  Reform,  what- 
eyer  any  base  and  malignant  and  pro- 
fligately corrupt  man  may  say  to  the 
contrary.     Nay,  so  clear  is  this  fact; 
that  Mr.  Hunt,  who  came  up  the  first 
time  to  Spa-fields  upon  the  invitation 
of  the  Spenceans,  wij  hout  knowing  any 
thing  of  their  projects,    threw  aside 
the  Memorial  that  (hei/  had  prepared^ 
and  proposed   a  petition  for  Reform 
and    relief,    which     was    laid     before 
the    Prince    by    Lord  Sidmouth,  and 
which  was  soon  after  followed  by  a 
donation,  or  grant,  of  five  thousand 
pounds,  by  the  Prince,  and   by  that 
large  Soup-subscription   in    the   city, 
which  appears  never  to  have  been  so 
much  as  thought  of  before.      It  was 
then,  and  not  till  then,  that  a  Meeting 
took    place   at   the    Mansion-House ; 
that  so  piteous  a  picture  of  the  state 
of  the  Poor  of  Spital-fields  was  exhi- 
bited  to  the  public  ;  then  Mr.  Buxton 
was   extremely    eloquent,   but,    until 
then,  he  was  silent  upon  the  subject. 
So  that,  though  I  call  not  in  question 
the  motives  of  any  of  the  individuals 
engaged  in  promoting  that  subscrip- 
tion, but,  on  the  contrary,    do  most 
sincerely  commend   those  njiotives,  I 
say,  and  I  shall  always  say,  that  the 
subscription  and  all  the  relief  it  has 
afforded,  are  to  be  ascribed  to  Mr. 
Hunt  more  than  to  any  other  person. 
The   example   of  the  Prince  Regent 
had,  doubtless,  a  great  effect  on  the 
subscribers,  and  I  am  willing  to  give 
it  its  full  due  ;  but,  if  was  Mr.  Hunt 
who  was  the  cause  of  the  deep  dis- 
tresses of  the  people   being   MADE 
KNOWN    to    his    Royal    Highness, 
who,  had  it  not  been  for  the  Petition 
from     Spa-fields,    would,     probably, 
never  have  heard  of  tb^ra. 

Well,  but  there  have  been  persons 
seized,  and  papers  seized  upon  those 
who  were  accused  of  a  plot  upon  that 
occasion.  And,  even  letters  from  Mr. 
Hunt  have  been  seized.  They  have, 
however,  never  been  published  nor 
ever  brought  forward  upon  any  trial. 
The  fact  is,  they  contained  no  proof 
of  any  wish  to  produce  unlawful  acts^ 
bu-t,  I  dare  say,  precisely  the  con- 
trary,     Th«  ri^iters  bave  been  irUd  ; 

F2 


107] 


Letter  to  the  Life-and-Fortune  Men. 


[168 


all  the  evidence  baa   l3een  produced 
against  them;  but  »iot  one  word  about 
parliamentary  Reform,    There  have, 
howevfr,  been  words  »nough    about 
distress  and   misery,   and,    some   of 
these    words    you    shall    now    have 
from  the  lips   of  the    poor  unfortu- 
nate Cashman,  when  he  was  asked 
^*  why  senience  of  death  should  not 
**  be    passed    upon    him?"  —  These 
are  those  memorable  words  :    "  My 
•*  Lord, — I  hope  you  will  excuse  a 
"  poor  friendless  sailor  for  occupying 
**  your  time.     Had  I  died  fighting  the 
**  battles  of  my  country  I  should  have 
**  gloried  in  it :    but  I  confess  that  it 
"  grieves  me  to  think  of  suffering  like 
**  a  robber,  when  I  can  call  God  to 
**  \^itness  that  /  have  passed  days  to* 
**  gether   without    even   a  morsel   of 
**  bread  rather  than  violate  the  laws. 
**  I  have  served  my  King  for  many 
**  years,   and    often    foi|ght    for    my 
**  country.       I    have    received    nine 
**  wounds  in  the  servke,   and   never 
**  before  have  been  charged  with  any 
*'  offence,     I  have  been  at  sea  all  my 
**  life,  and  my  Father  was  killed  on 
**  board  the  Diana  frigate.     I  came 
**  to  London,  my  Lord,  to  endeavour 
"  io  recover  my  pay  and  prize-money, 
*'  but  being   unsuccessful,  1   was  re- 
•*  duced  to  the  greatest  distress,  and 
•*  being  poor  and  penny  less,   I  have 
**  not  been  able  to  bring  forward  wit- 
•*  nesses  to  prove  ray  innocence,  nor 
''  even  to  acquaint  my  brave  officers, 
**  or  i  am  sure  they  would  all  have 
•*  come  forward  in  my  behalf.     The 
**  gentlemen  who  have  sworn  against 
**  me  must  have  mistook  me  for  some 
**  other   person   (there    being    many 
^*  sailors  in  the  mob) ;    but  I  freely 
'*  forgive  them,  and  I  hope  God  will 
**  also  forgive   them,  for  I  solemnly 
•*  declare  that  I  committed  no  act  of 
*  violence  whatever." 

I  will  not  say,  that  these  words  will 
make  any  impression  on  your  hearts  ; 
but,  do  you  find  here ;  do  you  find 
in  the  cause  which  led  this  poor  and 
pennyless  man  to  commit  "  criminal 
**  excesses*^  any  proof,  or  the  sem- 
blance of  proof,  that  the  riot  was  pro- 
•duced  by  the  doctrines  or  actions  of 
Keformers?  And  yet  this  was  the  only 


man,  to  whom  a  capital  offence  could 
be  traced.  Was  it  the  Parliamentary 
Reformers,  who  caused  this  poor  and 
friendless  creature  to  •*  pass  whole 
"  days  without  even  a  morsel  of 
**  bread  V  Was  it  the  Reformers,  who 
sent  him  to  sea  **  all  his  iifel"  Was 
it  the  Reformers  from  whom  he  had 
**  endeavoured  to  recover  his  pay  and 
*'  prize-money  without  success?"  Then 
how  do  you  **  trace"  his  rioting  and 
his  "  criminal  excesses"  to  those  Re- 
formers, whom  you  most  basely  de- 
signate as  designing  and  "  evil-mind- 
"  ed  men"*  and  to  whom  you  assert, 
that  you  can  trace  the  "  criminal 
**  excesses  which  lately  disgraced  the 
"  Metropolis?' 

The  truth  is,  that,  at  the  time  of 
the  riot,  there  were  hundreds  of 
starving  sailors  in  the  Metropolis,  and, 
T  believe,  I  might  say,  thousands. 
A  person,  whom  I  will  not  name, 
having,  at  that  time,  frequent  occasion 
to  go  over  Westminster  Bridge,  and 
in  company  with  whom  I  myself  was, 
used  to  give  a  shilling  or  two  to  each 
groupe  of  these  miserable  men,  who 
were  stationed  in  the  recesses  of  that 
Bridge  ;  and,  never,  while  I  have 
memory,  shall  I  forget  the  emotions 
created  in  them  by  these  trifling  lar- 
gesses. Upon  one  occasion  a  young 
man  of  about  28  years  of  age,  who 
said  he  had  been  in  the  battle  of  Tra- 
falgar, who  had  no  shirt,  shoe,  stock- 
ing or  hat,  who  would  have  been 
handsome  if  his  long  beard  had  been 
taken  off,  and  if  decently  dressed, 
upon  having  an  eighteen-penny-piece 
put  into  his  hand,  looked  siedfastly 
in  the  face  of  the  donor,  and  then 
burst  into  a  flood  of  tears,  being 
utterly  unable  to  speak. 

I  do  not  address  a  narrative  like 
this  to  you  ;  but  the  public  at  large 
well  know  that  many,  many  hundreds 
of  sailors  were,  at  the  time  alluded  to, 
in  this  miserable,  this  desperate  situa- 
tion;  and,  it  is  also  notorious,  that 
the  rioters  consisted  principally  of 
this  unhappy  class  of  men.  How,  t  hen, 
dd  you  trace  this  riot  to  the  Reform- 
ers, or  to  any  persons  whom  you  de- 
signate as.  "designing  and  evil-minded 
**  men  ?'*  Was  it  the  Reformers  vvho 
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placed  the  sailors  in  this  «ituation  ? 
Was  it  the  Reformers,  then,  who  pro- 
duced the  riot?  No;  and  you  well 
know  the  fiict,  that  the  tlofcrs  con- 
sisted of  a  parcel  of  these  starving 
sailors  and  of  persons  who  had  been 
at  the  hanj^ing  of  four  men,  joined  by 
a  party  of  Spenceans,  who  disagreed 
with  the  Reformers,  and  who  had 
marched  from  Spa-fields  before  Mr. 
Hunt  came  into  London,  for  he,  as 
he  can  prove,  actually  mot  the  rioters 
in  Cheapside  as  i»e  was  coming  from 
Wanstead,  and  as  they  were  proceed- 
ing towards  the  Mansion-Heuse. 
They  called  upon  him  to  go  with 
theni,  teUing  him  that  all  the  people 
were  gone  from  Spa-fields.  **  No ;" 
said  Mr.  Hunt,  **  I  shall  go  to  the 
**  meeting,  I  have  nothing  to  do  with 
**  rioters."  And  what  did  he  do  at 
Spa-fields?  Why,  the  very  first  reso- 
lution that  he  proposed,  was,  that 
that  man  was  the  greatest  enemy  of 
Reform  tvho  should  be  guilty  of  vio- 
lence of  any  sort. 

Now,  then,  again  T  ask  you,  how 
do  you  trace  that  riot  to  the  Re- 
formers? And,  upon  what  ground  do 
you  utter  your  insinuations  of  dis- 
loyalty and  treason  against  them  ? 
But  still  more  audacious  is  your  as- 
sertion, that  you  can  trace  the  attack 
.on  the  Regent  to  the  Reformers.  Has 
any  Reformer  been  apprehended  for 
that  offence  ?  Can  you  trace  the  man, 
who  has  been  taken  up  (for  that  is  all) 
to  any  connection  with  ^ny  man  dis* 
tinguislied  amowgst  the  Reformers  ? 
There  was  a  large  number  of  Re- 
formers in  London  on  that  day.  Mr. 
Hunt,  Hunt  the  Great,  (for  1  foretold 
that  the  stupid  malice  of  the  corrupt 
would  make  him  a  "  great  man")  was 
in  London  on  that  day ;  nay,  he  was 
even  in  Westminster  on  that  day  ;  but 
how  was  he,  and  how  were  the  Re- 
formers employed  ?  Not  in  any  of  the 
scenes  in  tne  Park  ;  not  in  attacking 
or  insulting  the  Regent  ;  but  in  carry- 
ing their  Petitions  to  Lord  Cochrane's 
house  in  Palace-Yard,  and  in  seeing 
the  first  of  those  Petitions  carried  into 
the  House  of  Commons.  How,  then, 
1  ask  for  the  tenth  time,  do  you  sup- 


port your  calumnious  assertions  and 
itnputations  against  the  Reformers? 

Is  it  the  ?rn777?g's  of  Reformers  that 
you  are  pleased  to  have  in  view  ?  If 
90,  I  will  not  be  guilty  of  the  false 
modesty  of  supposing,  that  my  little 
Work  has  not  the  honour  to  conie  in 
for  a  large  portion  of  your  enmity. 
But,  point  me  out,  then,  if  you  can, 
even  with  the  assistance  of  the  Devil, 
with  a  •*  learned  friend"  for  promJDtw, 
one  sin{r.le  essay  or  article  of  mine, 
which  is  calculated  to  incite  the  people 
to  acts  of  violence  of  any  sort.  Oa 
the  contrary,  they  have  ill  a  tendency, 
a  direct,  clear  and  powerful  tendency, 
to  prevent  acts  of  outrage  on  farmers, 
tradesmen,  and  every  other  class  of 
persons  of  property  ;  and  this  is  so 
notorious,  that  it  has  been  frequently 
the  practice  of  people  of  property  in 
large  manufacturing  towns  to  pur- 
chase these  essays,  and  to  give  them 
away  amongst  their  workmen. 

And  as  to  the  Prince  Regent,  or  any 
part  of  the  Royal  Family,  what  a 
shame  it  is  to  insinuate  that  I  have  ever 
endeavoured  to  excite  the  hatred  of 
the  people  against  them  !  On  the  con- 
trary, I  have  avoided,  as  much  as  pos- 
sible, every  thing  havijtig  such  a  ten- 
dency. If,  indeed,  the  Whig  Faction 
and  the  Morning  Chronicle  had  been 
accused  of  this,  there  might  have  h^en 
a  good  deal  to  countenance  the  charge; 
for  out  of  every  ten  numbers  of  that 
paper,  for  years  past,  eight  at  least, 
have  contained  little  or  much  aimed 
personally  at  the  Prince  Regent,  or 
some  one  or  more  of  liis  Family. 
All  his  expences  ;  his  studs  of  horses; 
the  decorations  of  his  apartments  ; 
the  changes  in  the  furniture  of  his 
houses  ;  the  alterations  in  his  build- 
ings ;  the  projects  about  new  streets  ; 
the  carrying  of  kitchen  utensils  from 
Carlton  House  to  Brighton  :  in  short, 
every  little  thing  that  could,  by  menus 
however  dirty,  be  found  out,  relative 
to  his  Royal  Higfiness,  or  any  of  his 
attendants,  or  associates,  or  friends, 
has  been  put  forward  by  this  paper  and 
swelled  out  to  as  great  a  bulk  as  po* 
sible.  And,  after  all  this,  the  propria 
tor   of  this  scurrilous    aad    factio, 
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paper,  bursts  out  into  extraordinary 
eftiisions  of  loyalty  ;  talks  in  big  words 
about  the  **  sacred  person  of  the  Re- 
"gent;"  and,  at  the  same  time,  joins 
in  your  insinuations!  If  this  be  not 
baseness,  I  should  be  glad  to  know 
what  the  word  baseness  really  means. 
But,  at  any  rate,  if  any  of  you  can 
find  in  my  little  work,  one  single  essay 
the  fair  construction  of  which  can  be 
called  an  incitement  to  hate  or  con- 
temn the  Prince  Regent,  or  the  Royal 
Otfice  and  Authority,  I  will  be  con- 
tent, not  only  to  be  cal!ed  •'  a  desifcn- 
**  ing  and  evil  minded  maUy*  but  I  will 
confess  myself  to  be  a  traitor,  and 
consent  to  suffer  all  the  pains  and  pe- 
nalties of  the  law  accordingly, 

Where,  then,  are  the  grounds  upon 
which  you  so  impudently  prefer  these 
charges  against  us  ]  Is  not  the  Coun- 
try already  in  a  slate  of  distraction 
great  enough,  without  your  endeavours 
to  excite  such  powerful  feelings  of  re- 
sentment and  eternal  ill-will  amongst 
such  numeroui  classes  of  the  people  ? 

But,  though  you  cannot  trace  any  of 
the  lamentable  occurrences,  of  which 
you  speak,  to  the  writings,  the 
speeches,  or  the  actions  of  the  Reform- 
ers ;  and  though  you  will  not  attempt 
to  trace  them  to  their  true  cause ;  I 
shall  not,  my  good  Life-and-Fortune- 
Men,  be  so  shy  upon  the  subject;  and 
therefore,  I  shall  here  treat  you  with 
my  DECLARATION,  which  I  beg 
you  to  receive,  as  an  appropriate  an- 
srwer  to  your  own. 

DECLARATION. 

Whereas,  certain  Bankers,  Stock- 
jobbers, and  others,  of  t]ie  City  of 
London^  have  recently  met,  at  a 
Tavern,  in  the  said  City ;  and  where- 
as, being  so  met,  they  then  and  there 
jssi.ed  a  certain  Declaration,  ip  which 
they  falsely  and  calumniously  ascribed 
tht*  divers  riots  which  have  taken  plate 
in  th-s'Y.e'a!  parts  of  the  kingdom  to 
the  proc^:eiiin2;s  of  the  Parliamentary 
Reformer?^  wh  un  they  impudently 
call  **  desig'«ing  and  evil-minded 
"men;*'  and,  wherea*,  il  is  expedient 
thatJ'.e  sa»d  Hiotsshouid  be  traced  in 
*h.'i  jiMe  f:auses,  and  as  I  think 
If  nble  to  dp  this  with  great  sim- 


plicity,   I,   William   Cobbett,  with  a 
view  of  doing  this,  do  hereby  declare. 
First,  that  it  is  a  notorious  truth,  that 
the  Riots  in  the  County  of  Suffolk, 
in  the  Isle  of  Ely,  in  the  principa- 
lity of  Wales,  at  Dundee  in  Scot- 
land, and  in  the  City  of  London, 
have  all  been  carried  on,  and  per- 
petrated, by  persons  in  great  want 
and  misery ;  that  the  manifest  ob- 
ject, in  all  these  cases,  (and  no  riots 
have  taken  place  any  where  else) 
has  besn   to   obtain    food    by   the 
means  of  violent  proceedings ;  for, 
though  threshing  machines  were  de- 
stroyed in  Suffolk  ;  though  the  peo- 
ple in  the  Isle  of  Ely  demanded  a 
rise  of  wages ;  though   the  people 
in   Wales  demanded   employment ; 
though  the  people  of  Dundee  com- 
plained of  the   high  price  of  oat- 
meal; though  the  sailors  in  London 
broke  open  gunsmiths'  shops,  in  a 
very  unlawful  and  unjustifiable  man- 
ner; and  though  the  conduct  of  all 
the  parties,  in  all  these  cases,  can- 
not  by  any   means   be   defended ; 
still,  the  fact  notoriously  is,  that  ail 
these  riots   and   criminal   excesses 
have  had  for  their  immediate  cause 
a  greater  or  less  proportion  of  that 
terrible   and    unexampled   dis^tress, 
which  now  pervades  every  part  of 
the  kingdom,  and  which,  while  it 
astounds  the  minds  of  the  wise,  and 
melts  the  hearts  of  the  humane,  can 
never   be   mitigated,   but  must  be 
augmented,  by  every  attempt,  whe- 
ther arising  from  folly  or  knavery, 
to  disguise  its  real  ^nd  all-powerfui 
cause. 
Second,  That   the  more   immediate 
causes  of  this  distress  and  this  mi- 
sery, are,    a  want  of  employment, 
and  an  incapacity  to  afford  a  suf- 
ficiency of  relief  to  the  unemployed 
Part  of  the  Lidjouring  People,  who, 
necessarily,  have  no  capital  or  stock 
whereon  to  live. 
Third,  That  these  evils  have  arisen, 
not  from  **  a  sudden  transition  from 
war  to  peace/'   but,  from  a  deep- 
rooted  cause  of  calamity,  namely,  a. 
systei'i  of  fictitious  currency,  which, 
by  its  sudden  transitions  from  bii;h 
to  loW;  and  then  agam  from  low  to 
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higli,  lias  ruintd,  in  many  instances, 
has  broken  down  in  more  instances, 
iind   has  crippled  in  all  instances, 
the    land-owner,     th«    farmer,   the 
master  tradesman,  the  ship-owner, 
the    master-manufacturer,    and    all 
those  engaged  ki   the  employment, 
or  protection,  of  productive  labour. 
Fourth,  That  these  sudden  transi- 
tfons   have   arisen    from    the   vast 
quantity  of  Paper-Money  issued  by 
the   Bank  of  England    some   yeara 
ago,    and    by   her    nurselings,    the 
Country  Banks ;  and  that  that  im- 
mense issue  of  Paper-Money,  which 
at  once  brought  down  prices,  and 
raised   \\\i  taxes   and   salaries,   Mas 
owing  to  the  stoppage. of  Cash  Pay- 
ments at  the  Bank   of  England,  in 
the  year  1797;  luid  which  stoppage 
arose,  as  the  Records  of  Parliament 
inform  us,   out  of    an   APPLICA- 
TION  MADE   BY   THE  THEN 
rTOVERNORAND  DIRECTORS 
OF  THE  BANK  OF  ENGLAND 
TO  THE  MINISTER  OF  THAT 
DAY. 
Fifth,  That,  amongst  t^ie  Oovernor 
and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  Bng- 
Jand  of  that  day,  /  find  the  names 
>of  several  of   the  signers   of    the 
above-mentioned  Declaration^  at  the 
Lojidon   Tavern  ;  and  that,  there- 
fore, I  am  clearly  of  ©pinion  that  I 
have   logically    *'  traced'^    tjie  late 
*'  criminal  excesses"  to  tnose  worthy 
gentlemen  themselves. 
This  is  declaration  for  declaration, 
apd  1  am  not  at  all  afraid  to  submit 
them,  side  by  side,    to  the  common 
sense  pf  mankind.     But,  my  worthy 
Declarers,  i  am  not  going  to  stop  here. 
It  is  now  very  nearly  fourteen  years 
since  I  stood  alone,  and  for  thirteen 
years  I  stood  alone,  in  declaring  it  to 
be    my  fixed  opinion  that    the    total 
ruin  of  the  country,  that  the  upsetting 
of  all  property,  that  the  miseries  of 
slavery,  or  the  miseries  of  confusion, 
must  ultimately  ensue,  at  no  very  dis- 
tant period,  if  a  stop  were  not  put  to 
the   increase   of  the   debt    and    the 
paper-money.     This  period  t%  not  yet 
arrived    indeed ;  but   it   will  require 
v<»ry  great  wisdom,  and  very  resolute 


measures  with  regard  to  the  d-ebt  and 
the  expenditure  in  general,  t©  prevent 
its  arriving. 

I  now  hear  gentlemen  and  nobl^?' 
men  enough  in  the  Two  Houses  of 
Parliament  ready  enough  to  adopt 
and  to  utter  many  of  my  sentiments 
on  this  subject,  which  sentiments 
were,  for  many,  many  years,  held  iir 
derision  by  some,  and  coDsid»eied  as 
criminal  by  others.  I  have  heard  My 
Lord  Grey  now  say,  that  the  taxes 
which  weie  imposed  in  one  currency , 
are  now  collected  in  another  currency  ; 
and  his  Lordship  miglit  have  add,ed, 
and,  perhaps  did  add,  though  it  is  not 
in  t4ie  re))ort  of  his  speech,  that  the 
same  remark  extended  to  rents,  tylh.^s 
by  composition,  lease-holds,  ground- 
rents,  annuities,  bonds,  mortgages, 
marriage-selllemeats,  and  ail  the  other 
transactions  between  man  and  man  ; 
and,  surely,  if  the  taxes  were  imposed 
in  one  currency,  and  are  now  col- 
lected in  another  currency,  all  that 
large  part  of  the  debt  which  has  been 
borrowed  since  the  year  1797  v.as 
lent  in  one  currency,  and  ought  i;ot 
to  h^  paid  in  another  currency. 

And  now.  Gentlemen  of  the  Life- 
and-Fortumi  Class,  when  you  iiave 
had  time  well  to  digest  this  little  pill, 
when  you  have  taken  time  to  rumi- 
nate upon  the  effect  of  this  answer 
to  your  Declaration,  and  to  consider 
whether  it  might  not  as  well  have 
been  left  alone,  let  me  beseech  your 
attention,  if  your  wits  are  not  too 
much  bewildered,  while  I  recur  a 
little  to  those  opinions  and  predic- 
tions of  mine  which  were  put  in  print 
nearly  fourteen  vears  a«?o. 

At  that  time  a  new  war  had  just 
been  begun  against  France ;  the  mi- 
nister, Mr.  Addington,  had  brought 
forward  his  schem.e  of  iinance.  Upon 
that  occasion,  and  under  the  date  of 
the  eleventh  of  June,  1803, 1  addressed 
a  letter  to  Mr.  Addington,  the  objects 
of  which  were,  first,  to  show  that  the 
Sinking  Fund  was  a  delusion ;  next 
to  congrdtulate  Mr.  Addington  upon 
the  taxes  which  he  had  just  then  laid 
4ipon  the  funds;  and,  third,  to  show 
that    what    was    called    a   National 
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Bankruptcy  would  be  no  evil^  but  a 
very  greiit.good ;  and  the  words  were 
as  follow : — 

"  The  SinJcing'  Fund  is j  it  seems  to 
*'  he  kept  up  in  all  its  ,g:lory,  and  jw  ad- 
*'  ditionirhattverh  to  be  made  to  the 
"  Public  Debt,  during  the  war,  be  its 
"  duration  ever  so  protracted  !    How  is 
*'  this  to  be,  Sir?  You  estimate  (much 
*'  below  what  will  be  found  necessary) 
"  the  annual  supplies  for  the  war  at 
"  26,000,000/.  All  this,  say  you,  is  to 
**  come  out  of  the  taxes  raised  during 
"  the  year,  except  about  6,000,000/. 
**  w.hich  is  to  l)e  obtained  by  a  loan 
*'  annuallymade  to  that  amount;  but,  as 
"  the  debt  annually  created  by  these 
'*  loans,  will   be  no  greater  in  amount 
**  than  the  part  of  the  Public  Debt 
*'  bought  up  annually  by  the  Commis- 
*'*  sioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  the  loans 
"  tviUmakeno  addition  to  the  Debt !  1 1 
*'  is,  I  think,  impossrble  that  you  should 
*'  not  perceive  the  fallacy  of  this  stafe- 
'^  ment.  What  becomes  of  the  part  of 
**  the  Public  Debt  bought  up  by  the 
"  Commissioners'?  What,  Sir,  becomes 
"  of  the  stock  so  bought  up  ?    Why,  it 
"  is  carried  to  the  account  of  the  na- 
**  tion  ;  it  becomes  the  property  of  the 
*'  nation;  the  nation  annually  receives 
*'  the  dividends  on  it,  but  it  first  raises 
**  the  money  to  pay  those  dividends. 
"  And  what  becomes  of  the  dividends, 
'*  after  the  nation  bas  thus  received 
"  them  from  itself?  Why  they  are  dis- 
**  posed  of  in  the  buying  up  of  more 
**  stock,  in  order  that  the  nation  may 
"  have  an  increase  of  dividends,  which, 
**  like  the  former,  are  to  be  paid  by 
"  itself  to  itself;  and  thus  the  deUi- 
**  sive  whirligig  goes  on,  but  without. 
**  ever  lessening  the  Public  Debt  in 
"  the  amount  of  one  single  penny. — 
"If  indeed,  the  stock  bought  up  by 
**  the  Commissioners  were  destroyed ; 
**  if  when  so  bought  up,  it  instantly 
"  ceased  to  exist,  as  nine  hundred  and 
*'  ninety-nine  thousandths  of  the  peo- 
*'  pie  imagine  it  does,  then  your  stale- 
"  ment  would  be  fair;  but  while  it  is 
**  in  existence,  and  while  the  people 
"  have  regularly  to  pay  taxes  to  dis- 
*'  charge  the  dividends  on  it,  where 
**  is  the  difference  whether  th«    said 
V  stock  be  called  the  property  of  indi- 


**  viduals  or  the  property  of  the  nation? 

''  where  is  the  difference,    as  to  tlie 

"  6,000,000/.  to  be  annually  borrowed, 

*'  whether  the  interest  of  it  be  paid  la 

*'  individuals  or  to  the  Commissioners 

"  of  the  Sinking  Fund?      So  that  it 

•*  mu^t  be  paid  by  the  people,  where 

"  is  the  difference  to  them  whether 

"  it  be  paid  on  the  right  hand  or  on 

"  the  left  ?— Another  question  brings 

''  your  statement  to  the    test.      You 

*'  say  there  v/ill  be  no  increase  to  the 

"  debt  during  the  war,  because  stock, 

^*  equal  in  amount  to  that  which  is  cre- 

"  ated  by  the  annual  loan  of  6,000,000?. 

**  will  be  annually  bought  up  by  the 

"  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund. 

"  Now,  then.   Sir,  if  this  be  really  so, 

"  why  not  take  the  produce  of  the  Sirik- 

*'  ing  Fund,  during  the  war,  and  appro- 

*'  priate  it  to  the  public  use,  in'  tead  of  a 

''  loan  to  the  same  amount?  Would  not 

*'  this  be  much  more  simple  and  satisfac- 

"  tory  than  the  round-about,  operation 

«*  of  first  making  a  loan  6,000,0001, 

*'  with  all  the  Jewish  cant  of  biddings 

"  and  bonuses  and  premiums  and  dis- 

"  counts,  and,  after  having  borrowed 

"  the  money,  paying  it  to  the  Commis- 

**  sioners,   in  the  shape  of  an  annual 

"  grant  of  1,200,0001.   dividends    on 

**  stock  purchased  up,  and  an  annual 

"  one  per  centum,  on  capitals  created 

**  since  .1793  }     If  your  Sinking  Fund 

"  yields  you  6,000,0061.  annually,  why 

"  not  take  this   6,000,0f)0l.  for  public 

"  use,  instead  of  first  borrowing  a  like 

"  sum,  and  then  paying  that  like  sum 

"  off  with  the  6,000,0001.  produced  by 

"  the   Sinking  Fund  ?    Oh   no  !    that 

"  would    alarm  people ;    that    would 

"  shake  public  credit  J     This  then  is 

**  the  touch-stone   of  the   system  :  to 

**  continue  the  operation  of  the  Sinking 

*'  Fund  we  must  go  on  paying  interest 

"  on  all  the  stock  bought  up,  arid  to 

"  be  bought  up,  by  the  Commissioners ; 

**  if,    therefore,   this    continuation  be 

"  absolutely  necessary  to  the  preserva- 

"  tion   of  public  credit,     that  credit 

"  must  be  destroyed,    unless  we  cort- 

*'  tinue  to  pay,  as  we  now  do,  interest 

"  on  all  the  stock  that  ever  was  created, 

"  When  and  how,  then,  is  the  debt  to 

*'  experience   that   diminution,     with 

"  which,  Sir,  you  thought  proper  lo 


177] 


February  8, 1817» 


[178 


"  amuse  tte  tame  and  stnpjd  crowd,  j 
'*  who  were  listening  to  you  from  the 
*'  galleries?  No,  do,  Sir;  it  is  not  in 
**  this  Sinking  Fund  ;  it  is  not  in  this 
**  system  oi'  payini;  taxes  in  order  to 
"  purchase  stock  lor  ourselves, and  tlien 
"  to  raise  other  taxes  in  order  lo  pay 
**  the  interest  of  that  stock  to  ourselves; 
*'  it  is  not  in  this  shifting  from  one 
"  pocket  to  the  other ;  it  is  not  in  a  set 
**  of  h  gerdemain  tricks  worthy  of  Bar- 
*' tholomew  Fair ;  it  is  not  here  tljat 
**  we  are  to  look  for  relief,  but  it  is' 
**  in  your  fax  vpon  ihs  funds,  or,  in 
*'  other  words,  in  that  i^dm'irMe sponge 
*'  which  you  are  now  about  to  apply 
'*  to  on-i^  twentieth  part  of  the  dtbt. 
**  This,  as  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  said, 
**  when  he  was  approaching  the  City 
**  of  St.  Thomas,  *  this  is  the  true  mine, 
**  my  lads,  and  he's  a  fool  that  expects 
**  *  to  find  riches  from  any  other !' 
"  This,  to  use  your  own  woids,  applied 
"  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  "  *  this  is,  an 
"  operation  which  carries  with  it  the 
*'  singular  advantage  of  executing  its 
**  purposes  for  our  relief  in  proportion 
*'  to  our  pressure  ;'  for  the  more  ex- 
**  pensive  the  war,  the  heavier,  of 
*'  course,  will  be  the  tax  upon  the 
"  Funds  ;  and  as  all  that  part 
*'  which  becomes  tax  will  no  lonser 
"  be  debt,  our  relief  will,  as  you  truly 
"  observe,  be  expedited  by  our  pres- 
"  sure!  But,  say  the  wiseacres  of  the 
"  City,  there  is  none  of  the  debt  spong- 
"  ed  off  by  this  tax,  which,  however 
"  heavy  it  may  beconif ,  will  take  only 
**  the  interest,  lea/ingthe  principalXo- 
*'  tally  untouched  ;  to  wiiich  sapient 
"  observation  you  will,  doubtless, 
"  reply,  that,  if  they  will  but  let  you 
"  take  the  interest,  they  are  perfectly 
«'  welcome  to  do  what  they  please 
*'  with  the  principal.  In  short,  Sir, 
'*  that  man  must  be  afflicted  with  in- 
"  sanity  or  judicial  blindjiess,  who 
"  d#>es  not  perceive,  that  to  impose  a 
"direct  tax  of  5  per  cent,  upon  the 
*' Funds  is  to  wash  away  a  twentieth 
"  part  of  the  debt,  which  consists  of 
•'  those  funds.  You  have,  by  calling 
"  this  an  income  tax,  a  tax  on  property/, 
"  ScQ.  &c.  succeeded  in  producing  a 
**  confusion  of  ideas  m  the  minds  of 
"  the  people,  who  viewing   the   mat- 


ter in.  the  light  m  which  yon  have 
placed  it,  seem  to  forget  that  the 
tax  on  income  anc.  property  is  drawn 
from  something  which  the  party  al- 
ready has  in  his  possession,  whereas 
the  tax  on  the  Funds  is,  in  fact,  a 
a  portion  of  a  debt  due  to  hi?n,  but 
which  he  has  not  received,  and 
of  which  debt  the  State  is  iiow  about 
to  pay  him  nineteen  shillings  in  the 
pound.  And  very  good  payment  it 
is.  It  were  to  be  wished,  that  every 
Bankrupt  would  pay  nineteen  shil- 
lings in  the  poinid,  and,  if  you 
should  not  make  that  rate  good  upon 
the  principal,  yo»  have  shewn  the 
honesty  of  your  intention,  by  mak- 
ing it  good  upon  the  interest.  '  The 
truth  is,  Sir,  and,  if  you  have  com- 
mon sense,  it  is  a  truth  that  you  must 
perceive — that  the  National  Debt  has 
arrived  at  that  point,  beyond  which 
it  cannot  j^o,  and,  that  terrific  bug- 
bear, a  National  Bankruptcyt  the 
fear  of  seeing  which  has  made  this 
country  submit  to  every  species  of 
wrong  and  of  disgrace,  is  now  ac- 
tually making  its  appearance,  unac- 
companied with  any  of  the  dreadful 
effects,  which  base  and  interested 
men  have  endeavoured  to  persuade 
us  it  w^ould  inevitably  produce. 
This  measure  of  taxing  the  funds, 
alias  paying  nineteen  shillings  in  the 
pound  on  the  interestj  this  year,  in 
order  to  pave  the  way  for  the  total, 
and  the  only  practicabIe,.extinc1ioii 
of  the  public  debt,  has  my  unquali- 
fied applause;  because,  1  am  fully 
persuaded,  that  either  that  debt,  or 
the  independence  of  this  nation, 
must  be  speedily  destroyed.  A 
small  public  debt  is  no  harm  to  any 
country,  nor,  merely  in  a  pecuniary 
point  of  view,  is  a  large  one,  or 
even  an  enormous  one,  any  harm; 
but,  not  so  in  its  political  effects  : 
there  a  great  public  debt  is  a  tre- 
mendous evil.  This  distinction, 
which  has,  within  the  last  ten  years, 
been  so  fatally  illustrated  in 
England,  has,  however,  been  too 
little  attended  to.  Mr.  Pitt  saw 
the  navigation,  the  commerce,  the 
manufactures,  all  increase  as  the 
debt  increased  ;    the  land  became. 
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"  year  by  year,  better  cultirated,  the 
*'  houses,  the  roads,  the  carriages,  the 
"  clothing  and  food  of  the  people,  all 
**  grew  finer  and  better;    but,  he  did 
*'  not  perceive,  that  the  wealth  of  the 
*'  country,    while   it   was,    in    conse- 
•*  quence  of  having  assumed  a  move- 
*•  able    quality,    extending    the   com- 
**  mercial  means  and  multiplying  the 
*•  comforts  and  elegancies  of  life,  was, 
*' at   the    same  time,   from  the   same 
**  cause,  and  in  the  same  degree,  pro- 
**  ducing  political  decay. — Such;how- 
**  €ver,  is  now  the  fact;  and,  the  only 
^*  objection  I  have  to  your  statement, 
**  is,    the   miserable    delusion    whicji 
**  you   still  attempt  to  keep  up,  and 
**  which,  if  your  attempt  succeed,  can 
'*  be  attended  mih  no  possible  good, 
**  whi^e  it  may   do  intiuite  mischief. 
**  Proceeding  upon  the  maxim  of  Mr. 
'•  Pitt,  you  represent  our  public  debt 
**  as  *  the  best  ally  of  the  enemy  f  and, 
^*  therefore,  say  you,  we  will  let  the 
"  enemy  see — What  ?  Not  that  we  are 
'*  about  to  crush  and  annihilate  this, 
**  his  '  best  ally/ hut  that  we  are  going 
**  to  raise  the  taxes  within  the  year,  in. 
*'  order   to   refrain  from  adding  any 
'**  more  strength  to  this  ally.    But,  Sir, 
*'  I  am  happy  to  perceive,  that,  while 
**  you  are  talking  of  this  foolish  plan, 
"  while    you    really    think    you  have 
*'  adopted   it,  you  are   actually   pro* 
*'  ceeding  upon  a  wise  one  ;  that,  while 
**  you  think  you  are  propping  up  the 
**  funds,  you  are,  in  truth,  undermin- 

^riiig  their  foundation. Shall  I  be 

^^  told,  that  I  'a,m  here  expressing  a 
"*  wish  to  see  the  credit  of  my  country 
*"  destroyed  ?  Very  like  I  may,  but, 
"  Sir,  far  difter<  nt  are  my  wislies.  I 
"^  wish  to  see  its  true  credit  restored, 
'*  by  the  annihilation  of  its  false 
"credit;  I  wish  to  see  hononrable 
**  sentiments  succeed  to  selfishness 
•*  and  <?owardice ;  and,  if  I  am  told  of 
**  the  Miseries  that  this  measure  will 
"*  bring  upon  those  who  are  so  unfor- 
'*  tunate  as  to  be  stockholders,  I  deov 
'^that  they  will  be  a  hundredth  part 
**  so  great  as  is  generally  imagined ; 
**  because  as  the  extinction  will  not 
**  be  effected  all  ai  once,  people  will 
sell  out,  in  proportion  as  their  ap- 
V  prehensions  increase,  and  as  those 
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"  Vkho  have  nothing  but  the  funds  to 
*'  depend  upon  will  be  most  timid, 
'*  they  will  sell  first:  so  that  at  the 
"  *  close  of  the  market,'  a  market 
*' which,  I  trust,  will  never  again  hx- 
**  opened,  the  loss  will  be  found  to  be 
"  pretty  fairly  distributed.  Be  the 
"  miseries,  however,  arising  from  this 
'*  source,  what  thpy  may,  they  cer- 
'*  tainly  are  inevitable  ;  for,  if  the 
"  debt  he  not,  somehow  or  other 
^'  annihilated,  the  nation  must  be  en- 
**'  slaved,  and  then  the  axmibilatioH 
**  comes  of  course.'* 

This  was   writttu    nearly    fourteen 
years  ago. — Nuinerous  have  been  the 
Essays,  written  between  tliat  time  and 
this,  to  prove,  that  the  Funding  Sys- 
tem, if  not  put  an    end    to   in  time, 
would  produce  the  ruin  of  the  coun- 
try.      Noiv  all    the    world    ;icknowr 
ledges  this  great  truth.     Every  man, 
who  has  only  common  sense,  wow  sees 
that  the    Fundhig    System    has    pro- 
duced all  the  mischief.     To  it  we  owe  . 
all  our  calamities.      This  is  now  evi- 
dent to  the  nation  at  large;    and,  in 
my  work  of  Paper  against  Gold,  I 
have  proved,  step  by  step,  not  only 
tliat  the  Funding  System  has  beefl  the 
cause  of  our  calamities;  but  I  have 
also  proved  that,  from  its  very  7iature, 
it  must  be  the  cause  of  stich  calami- 
ties.    All  our  troubles  would  vanish 
in  a  moment,  if  this  system  were  at  aij 
end.    The  Ministers  themselves  would 
gladly  get  rid  of  their  standing  army ; 
for,  what  is  the  use,  or  prett^nded  use, 
of  this  army  at  home,  in  time  of  pro- 
found   peace  t    Wby,    H  is    said,    to 
preserve  the  tranquillity  of  the  coun- 
try.    And  what  disturbs  the  country  ? 
Why,    the    miseries    of    the    people. 
And  wliat  n^akes  the  people  misera- 
ble ?  Why,  the  great  weight  of  taxes 
and  the  fluctuations  in  tbe  Currency. 
And  what  makes  the  great  weight  of 
taxes  and  the  fluctuations  in  the  Cur- 
rency?   Why,     the     Debt    and     the 
Paper-money.     And  what  makes  the 
Debt   and  the  Pap^-mopey  ?    Why, 
the  Funding  System*     Thus  it  is  to 
this  system,  that  we  owe  the  standing 
army   and   every  evil   that  oppresses 
us  ;  the  whole  of  that  combination  o 
evils,  which  now  astounds  even  mt 
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who  have  been  anticipating  those  evils 
for  many  years. 

Reformers,  indeed  !  It  is  not  Re- 
formers,  men,  generally  speaking, 
without  riches,  who  can  thus  agitate 
society,  and  shake  a  great  state  to 
its  very  foundations.  It  must  be 
something  far  more  powerful  than 
speechesdiid  writings  to  produceeftWts 
like  these.  Besides,  Reformers  have 
been  at  work  for  forty  years,  and 
they  once  had  Mr,  Pit  r  an!  tiie 
Duke  of  Richmond  at  their  head. 
No :  it  is  the  Debt,  the  Funding 
Systtm;  these  are  the  causes  of  all 
the  dangers,  which  the  ancient  esta- 
blishments of  the  Country  now  feel. 
The  Church  complains  of  an  inlendcd 
law,  levelled  against  it.  The  Clergy 
are  called  upon,  in  the  St.  .Tames's 
Chronicle,  to  meet  in  the  Deaueries 
all  over  the  kingdom  ;  to  hold  ad- 
journed meetings;  and  to  protest 
against  the  intended  law.  And,  meet 
they  will  too,  and  not  one  moment 
too  soon.  What  has  produced  this 
intended  measure  against  their  pro- 
perty ?  Why,  the  sufferings  of  the 
farmers  ;  and,  as  was  bef<->re  shown, 
these  sufferings  have  arisen  from  the 
Funding  System, 

What  folly,  as  well  as  what  impu- 
dence, then,  is  it,  to  cry  out  against 
Reformers  !  As  if  they  could  add  to, 
«r  lessen,  the  great  dangers  which 
hang  over  the  state.  There  is  a  Q-nen 
bag  full  of  papers,  it  is  said  laid  be- 
fore Parliament,  proving  the  existence 
of  plots  against  the  **  whole  frame 
'*  and  laws  of  the  Constitution.''' 
So  says  the  Courier,  who  appears 
to  have  had  his  nose  in  the  b'^g,  even 
before  it  was  carried  down.  There 
may  be,  for  any  thing  that  I  know  to 
the  contrary,  some  wild  prnjrcts  on 
foot  for  altering  the  frame  of  the  go- 
vernment ;  but,  I  am  very  sure,  that 
they  are  all  v^anity  and  nothnignes^ 
when  compared  vyitli  the  Funding 
System  ;  a  id,  if  a  clear  statement  re- 
lative to  the  Debt  and  tlie  Taxe-*  and 
the  efli'ects  ©f  these  had  been  put  into 
the  Green  Bag,  and  had  been  slr<»n«rlv 
recommended  to  the  at'entini  of  th^ 
two  Houses,  it  would,  it  app'-yrs  to 
pie,  Uave  been  much  mure  likely  to 


tend  to  the  preservation  of  tranquillity, 
than  any  other  step  that  could  have 
been  taken. 

Put  down  3Ieetings  indeed  !  Alas  ! 
if  sucli  a  measure,  painful  as  it  is  to 
one's  feelings  as  an  Englishman^ 
could  pjssibfy  tend  to  restore  the 
nation  to  happiness,  or  to  lessen  its 
unparalleled  miseries,  I  would  hail  it 
as  a  boon ;  for,  now  the  sutfering  is 
too  dreadful  to  be  thought  of  without 
deep  mental  affliction.  Vo?i  afiect  to 
**  truce'  all  appearances  of  discontent 
to  the  Reformers.  It  is  true,  th^t you 
feel  no  misery  ;  but,  is  there-nonc  any 
where  else  ?  A  few  plain  facts  will 
suffice  ;  and  they  now  lie  before  me 
in  print. 

"  The  poor  honse  at  Bilston  is  so  full  of 
"  occupants  that  there  is  not  room  for 
"  them  all  to  sleep  at  the  same  time  ;  but 
"  an  equal  number  of  them  retire  to  rest 
"  in  rotation." 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Wil- 
*'  ton.  held  on  Monday  last  for  the  pnrposc 
"  of  considering  of  some  mode  of  alleviat- 
**  inf!j  the  distresses  of  the  town,  which 
"  were  occasioned  by  the  increase  of  its 
''  pooi'.rates,  it  was  ordered  tirit  the  poAr 
"  should  be  empl-iyod  by  sending  them  in 
**  rotation  to  the  different  household crs,  in  pro- 
"  portion  to  what  they  were  rated  at.  This 
**  mode  of  employmcht  is  called,  by  labonr- 
"  ers  in  luisbandi  y,  '  ivorking  mi  the  stem. ' '' 

In  the  City  of  Coventry,  on  a  popu- 
lation of  about  20,009  there  are  more 
than  8,000  paupers. 

In  some  parishes,  the  poor  men  are 
lod.%cd  aud'kept  separately  from  their 
wines. 

But  as  an  authentic  and  ever-to-be- 
remembered  statement  of  shocking 
facts,  and  as  an  incontrovertible  proof 
of  the  awfal  consequences  of  a  Fund- 
ing System,  I  insert  the  following 
paper,  word  for  word  : 

"  Condensed  Statement  of  the  Poor  of 
*'  St.  J\Iary,  Islington  ;  as  prepared 
*•  by  the  Committee  appointed  for 
*'  that  purpose,  Jan.  31,  1817. 

**  From  Examination  of  the  different  Dis- 
^*  trict  Reports,  it  was  found,  that 

"  730  Poor  F.imilies,  <:onsisting  of 

"  ir.71  Adults, 

**  1712  ChiliUeH,  comprising  a  total  of 

"  3083  iridwi.lu  li.-.,  had  been  visited,  a 
'*  Iar2!;e  p()iti(;n  of  .uh-m  r«-qiured,  and  had 
•'   rwcfciNcd  leiiet". 

.   **  It  also  appeared,  that  there  were  totaVy 
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*'  out  of  employ  about  300  persons,  who  were 
'*  »<rt  only  ovU.  of  employ ^  but  almost  naketl, 
"  without  a  bed  to  lie  upon,  and  WITHOUT 
«  A  PENNY  TO  PURCHASE  BREAD. 

*<  In  addition  to  those  totally  out  of  em- 
(■^  ploy,  the  Cases  of  many  who  are  only  par^ 
"  tially  employed  are  numerous  and  very  dis- 
<*  tressing,  some  of  them  earninjf  only  a  few 
^*  shillings  a  week,  with  six  or  eight  helpless 
**  children. 

**  There  are  93  families  that  have  from  five 
•*  to  nine  children. 

"  There  are  also  181  families  that  receive 
*f  Parochial  relief,  the  total  amounting  to 
<*  f\l  15s.  Gd.  per  week.  T^is  does  not  in- 
**  elude  the  casual  relief  ^iven  by  the  Parish 
*^  officers,  nor  what  is  distributed  by  the 
*■*  different  bewevolent  funds  in  the  Parish. 

*'  To  assist  in  ascertaining  the  distress  of 
*'  the  Parish,  enquiry  was  made  into  the 
^'  amount  of  Goods  pledged,  and  it  was  fountj 
«'  that  in  the 

<*  l8t  District,  120  families, 

«  the  amount  was      cf -209     3     0 

«'  2d  District,  44  families  ....     39     9    0 

**  3d  District,  78  families 27     0    0 

•Mth  District,  220  families  ..  400  0  0 
«  5th  District,  138  families  ..  291  13  6 
«*  To  ascertain  exactly  the  amount  of  goods 
<' pledged  has  been  found  impossible,  but 
«  considering  that  three-fourths  of  the  4th 
«'  District  remain  unreported  in  this  parti- 
*'  cular,  and  one-fourth  amounts  to  400^.  there 
<«  is  no  doubt  of  the  amount  being  at  least 
.  «'1500L  in  the  whole  Parish,  comprising 
<'  pledges  ^or  various  sums,  from  THREE 
««  HALFPENCE  to  20i.  The  article  here 
"  alluded  to,  was  the  property  of  a  poor  but 
•*  respectable  wicbw,  who  travelled  nearly  three 
«'  miles,  from  the  extremity  of  the  parish 
«'  where  she  resided,  TO  PROCURE  THREE 
«'  HALFPENCE  UPON  IT  ! ! 

**  The  Committee  intended  to  have  given 
«'  some  particular  Cases  of  distress,  to  convey 
«*  to  the  Parish  some  idea  of  their  nature  and 
"extent,  and  of  the  NECESSITY  FOR 
"FARTHER  CONTRIBUTION;  but  they 
-«*  have  found  the  Cases  of  extreme  poverty 
«<  and  privation  SO  NUMEROUS,  that  they 
«  must  confine  themst'lves  to  a  general  repre- 
•<  sentation  of  facts,  and  in  doing  this,  for 
«*  reaisons  which  W/ill  be  sufficiently  obvious, 
*'  they  will  avoid  the  mention  of  any  parti- 
<*  cular  names, 

*'  The  Committee  have  met  with  unfortu- 
•*  nate  Tradesmen  of  irreproachable  charac- 
"  ter,  sinking,  and  pining,  in  secret,  with  nu- 
"  merous  young  children,  as  5  to  7,  the  Wife 
"ready  to  lie  in,  the  Husband  in  ill  health, 
««  rent  and  many  little  debts  owing,  without 
<«  any  means  to  pay  them.  Other  Families 
«  where  the  Husband  is  nearly  70  years  of 
«<  age,  the  Wife  ill  in  bed,  a  Child  or  two  to 
*«  inaintain,and  the  whole  earnings  not  e«- 
«<  ceeding  7*.  a  week.  Oth«j*s,  where  they 
*'  have,  by  distress,  been  obliged  to  pawn 
"  almost  every  necessary,  to  provide  in  the 
<«  interim  a  little  sustenance,  who  are  willing 
««  to  work,  but  can  find  no  employment ;  and 
«<  some  Families  have  been  found,  where  the' 


**  poor  people,  with  hardly  any  thing  to  cover 
**  their  ryikedness,  have  not  even  a  bed  of 
**  the  poorest  kind,  but  lie  upon  straw  or 
**  shavings,  all  their  little  eanyings  being  un- 
**  equal  to  the  cravings  of  hunger. 

**  Among  these  are  many  people  vxko  have 
'*  seen  better  days,  and  have  etideavoured  by 
"  every  iUeaus  t&  avoid  becoming  burthensome 
*'  to  their  Parish  or  their  Neighbours,  and 
*•  who,  it  is  to  be  feared  would  have  actually 
*'  perished,  but  for  the  investigation  to  which 
**  the  present  Institution  has  given  rise. 

**  Some  of  these  Cases,  with  a  little  pecu- 
*'  niary  aid,  might  be  enabled  again  to  be- 
**  come  useful  members  of  the  community  j 
**  but  such  is  the  extent  of  the  present  dis- 
**  tress,  that  the  first  object  should  be  to 
*'  meet  those  Cases  of  distress,  under  which, 
"  without  relief,  ths  sufferers  are  in  dwnggg^of 
"  perishing.  The  liberality  of  the  Parish 
"will  it  is  hoped,  •.flFect  this  ;  and  if,  in  ad- 
"  dition,  some  relief  of  the  kind  hmted  above 
"could  be  extended  afterwards  to  DECAY- 
**  ED  AND  UNFORTUNATE  TRADES^ 
**  MEN,  who  by  a  little  pecuniary  aid  could 
"  l)e  restored  to  useful^f  ss,  the  benefit  would 
"  be   incalculable." 


(By  Order.) 

%  OLDERSHAW,  Jun.  "1 


AND 


Secretaries, 


N.THOMPSON,  Jun.     > 

And  yet  (Oh  !  impudence!)  the  Re- 
formers are  accused  of  exaggenating 
the  distresses  of  the  country,  and  the 
Courier  abuses  Lord  Grey  for  dwel- 
ling oti  the  pubhc  distress,  as  being 
the  real  cause  of  the  prevailing  dis- 
contents !  Alas !  my  good  Life-and- 
Fortune-men,  it  is  not  yom^  lives  and 
fortunes  that  have  been  sacrificed. 
You  pledged  your  lives  and  fortunes 
to  carry  on  wars  and  make  loans ^  but, 
it  is  not  your  lives  and  fortunes  that 
have  been  in  danger. 

Alas  !  what  can  Green  Bags,  or  the 
result  of  the  opening  of  their  contents ; 
what  can  these  do  towards  the  resto- 
ration of  happiness  to  the  people? 
If  all  meetings,  all  petitioning,  all 
writing,  all  printing,  all  speaking,  all 
whispering,  were  instantly  put  a  stop 
to,  not  one  single  moment  would  that 
measure  retard  that  steady  march 
which  great  causes  are  now  keeping 
on  towards  great  and  inevitable  con- 
sequences. This  march  might,  in  my 
opinion,  be  checked,  by  a  radical 
Reform  in  the  Commo;is'  House  of 
Parliament ;  but  without  that  Reform,, 
ciy  decided  opinion  is,"  that  it  cannot. 

You   soem  to    imagine,    that    the 
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people  are  wholly  Tgnorant  of  the  real 
source  of  their  calamity.  Read,  then, 
the  foUowing  paragraph  in  the  Reso- 
lutions that  preceded  an  excellent 
Petition  just  agreed  to  in  the  Citi/  of 
Coventry, 

*'  That  whilst  the  holders  of  every 
•^article,  purchased x)r  manufactured 
"  when  hank  notes  were  depreciated^ 
**  have  been  compelled  to  reduce  their 
**  price  to  the  standard  of  sterling 
•*  money  ;  whilst  every  individual 
•*  charged  with  debts  contracted  Jat 
**  the  same  period,  has  been  also 
•'obliged  to  j)ay  their  full  nominal 
*•  amount  in  sterling  money,  thus  sus- 
*'  taining  a  loss  ecjuivalent  to  the  dif- 
**  ference  of  the  real  value  of  the  cur- 
**  reucy,  at  the  respective  periods : 
*',The  distress,  consequent  upon  this 
**  natural  operation  of  causes,  over 
**  which  the  sufferers  had  no  con- 
**  troul,  is  considerably  increased,  by 
•*  their  being  still  called  upon  to  pay 
"  in  taxes,  their  share  of  the  full  in- 
•*  terest  of  the  debt  (called  national) 
**  contracted  by  the  Government, 
"  principally  in  the  depreciated  cur- 
*^  rency,^^ 

Thus,  you  see,  the  matter  is  under- 
stood by  the  people  at  large.  They 
can  **  trace^'  as  well,  and  a  little 
better,  than  you  can,  or,  at  least,  than 
you  choose  lo  do  it ;  and,  though  the 
members  of  the  two  Houses  have  not 
yet  spoken  out,  you  may  be  sure  that 
they  will  do  it  before  they  separate. 
You  seem  to  imagine,  that  the  leading 
men  amongst  the  Reformers  wish  to 
carry  their  views  into  execution  by 
assault.  They  must  be  great  fools  if 
they  do,  seeing  what  an  evident  ten- 
dency there  is  in  all  the  circumstances 
of  the  times,  to  assist  their  views  more 
and  more  every  day.  It  is  right  to 
petition  for  Reform  ;  it  is  right  to 
endeavour  to  obtain  it  by  all  lawful 
means ;  it  is  right  to  bring  forward 
the  measure  in  a  fair  and  distinct 
form.  But,  it  is  wholly  unnecessary 
to  be  impatient,  seeing  that  it  must 
..oome  at  no  very  distant  day,  and  that, 
too,  with  very  little  opposition.  What- 
ever may  be  your  hopes,  this  agitation 
about  the  Reformers  and  the  Spenceans 
will  not  last  many  weeks.     It  is  not 


the  Green  Bag  but  the  Bidgetj  which 
will  soon  become  the  interesting  ob- 
ject, and  we  shall  see,  before  this 
Session  of  Parliament  is  over,  whether 
the  Political  Economy  qJ  Mr.  Cot- 
quhoun,  the  Police  Justice,  or  mine 
be  the  most  sound  and  rational. 

When  you  have  taken  time  to  cogi- 
tate on  all  this,  to  look  back  and  to 
look  forward,  I  beg  your  attention 
to  the  two  Petitions  here  foUowiag, 
which  have  bi  en  laid  before  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  to  the  Letter  of  Mr* 
Hunt,  which  has  been  received  by 
Lord  Sid  mouth,  **  Fair  Play  is  a 
"  Jeiod,'*  you  know,  every  where, 
except  in  'Change  Alley. 

To  the  HonouraMe  the  Commons  of  the  Unitd 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland^  in 
Parliament  Assembled, 

The  Petition  of  Thomas  Dugood,  of  the  Pa- 
rish of  St.  Paul,  Covent  Gaidea,  in  the 
City  of  Westminster, 

Humbly  Shesveth, 

That  your  Petitioner  is  a  parentless  and 
friendless  boy,  seventeen  years  of  age,  who, 
until  lately  seizad  by  two  Police  Officers  and 
sent  to  prison  bv  the  Police,  obtained  tti« 
honest  means  of  livino^  by  the  sale  of  Reli- 
gious and  Moral  Tracts,  which  he  used  to 
purchase  of  Mr.   Collins  of  Paternoster  Row. 

That  your  Petitioner  has,  for  more  thaa 
four  months  last  past,  lodt^ed,  and  h*  stiU 
lodges,  at  the  house  ot  Keeran  Shields,  wko 
lives  at  No.  13,  Gee's  Court,  Oxford  Street^ 
and  who  is  a  carter  to  Mr.  White  of  Mo^r- 
ti mar-street,  and  who  is  aUo  a  Watchman  in 
Marybone  Parish. 

That  your  Petitioner  has  never  in  his  life 
lived  as  a  vagrant,  but  has  always  had  a  set- 
tled home,  has  always  purseedan  honest  and 
visible  means  of  getting  his  living,  has 
always  been,  and  is  ready  to  prove  that  be 
always  hAS  been  an  industiioas,  a  peaceable, 
sober,  honest  and  orderly  person. 

That,  on  the  tenth  of  January  1817,  yoax 
Petitioner,  for  having  pulled  down  a  Posting 
Bill,  entitled  **  Mr.  Hunt  hissed  cut  of  fire 
"  City  of  Bristol,'"  was  committed  by  Mr. 
Sellon  to  the  New  Prison,  ClerkenweU, 
where  he  was  kept  on  bread  and  water  and 
compelled  lo  lie  on  the  bare  boards  until  the 
twenty-second  of  the  same  month,  when  h« 
was  tied,  with  about  fifty  others,  to  a  Um% 
rope,  or  cable,  and  marched'to  Hicks's  Hall, 
and  there  let  loose. 

That  your  Petitioner  has  often  heard  it 
said,  that  the  law  affords  protection  to  the 
poor  as  well  a»  to  the  rich,  and  that,  if  unable 
to  obtain  redress  any  where  else,  every  sub- 
ject of  His  Majesty  has  the  road  of  petition 
open  to  him  ;  Therefore  your  Petitioner, 
being  unable  to  obtain  redress  in  a«y  other 
maimer  for  the  grievous  wrongs  done  him  by 
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the  Magistrate  of  the  Police,  nmst  huinbly  I  in  which  be  lived, 
implon-^    v/our  Hoticurjiblt'  House  to  afford     that  parish  (with 
him  proteecion  and  redress,  and  to   thai  end  |  capable  of  bearinc 
he  prays  your  Honourable    House  to  permit 
him  to  prove  at  the  bar  of  yonr  Honourable 
Ilouce  al!   and    s*'veral   the  alleo-ations  con- 
tained in  this  his  mcist  hUmhle  Petition. 
Ami  your  Petitioner  will  ever  pray. 

THOMAS  DUGOOD. 


To  the  Hcnouralle  the  Commons  of  the 
United  Khitrdom  cf  Great  Britain 
end  Jr eland t  in  Parliament  assem- 
bled. 

The  Petition  of  Henry  Hunt,  of  Mid- 
dieton    Cottage,    in    the     County   of 
SoiJtham]i)ton, 
Humbly  shevveth. 

That  your  petitioner,  beiri?  ready  to  prove 
at  the  bar  (>f  your  honourable  House,  that 
theiehas  been  carried  on  a  con-ipiracy  at;ainsf 
his  character,  and  eventually  aimed  at  his 
life,  by  certain  persons,  jeepivin<;  salaries  out 
of  the  public  money,  and  acting  in  their  pub- 
lic capacity,  and  ^xpendinii:  for  this  vile  pur- 
pose, a  portion  of  the  taxes  ;  and  there  being 
as  appears  to  him.  no  mode  of  his  obtaitiing 
a,  chance  of  secui  ity,  other  than  those  which 
may  be  afforded  him  by  Parliamt-nt,  he  hum- 
bly sues  to  your  honourable  House  to  yield 
him  your  pr<jteeiion. 

That  your  petitioner  has  always  been  a 
loyal  and  faithful  subject,  and  a  sincere  and 
irealous  friend  of  his  country.  That,  at  atime, 
duping  the  first  war  against   France,  when 
there  were  great  apprehensions  of  invasion, 
and  when  circular  letters  were  sent  round  to 
farmers  and  others   to  ascertain  what  sort 
and  deeree  of  aid  each  would  be  willing  to 
artbrd  to  the  govermient  in  case  of  such 
««ie!  gency,  your  petitioaer,  who  was  then 
^  farmer  in  Wiltshire,  did  not,  as  others  did, 
make  an  offer  of  a   small  part  of  liLs  move- 
able property,    but  tliat,    really  believing 
his  country  to  be  in  danger,  he,  in  a  letter 
to  the  Lord   Lieutenant,  the  Earl  of  Pem- 
broke, freely   offered  his  all,  consisting  of 
.several  thousands  of  sherp,  a  large  stock  of 
horned  cattle,  upwards  of  twenty   horses, 
seveu  or  eight  waggons  and  carts,  witlj  able 
and  active  drivers,  several  hundreds  of  quar- 
ters of  corn  and  grain,  and  his  own  person 
besides,  all  to  be  at  the   entire  disposal  of 
the  Lord  Lieuteuajit;  and   this   your  peti 
lioner  did    without  any  reserved  claim   to 
compensation,  it  being  a   principle  deeply- 
looted    in   his  heart,  that  all  property  and 
even  life  itself,  ought  to  be  considered  as 
nothing  when  put  in  competition  with  the 
safety  and  honour  of  our  country .   And  your 
petitioner  further  begs  leave  to  state  to  your 
honourable  House,  that,  at  a  subsequent  pe- 
riod, namely,  in  the  year  1803,  when  an  in- 
vasion «f  the  country  was  again  apprchem!- 
ed,  and  when  it  was   proposed  to  call  out 
volunteers  to  serve  within  certain  limits  of 
their  houses,  your  petitioner  called  around 
him  the  people  of  tlie  village  of  Eufbrd, 


and  that  all  the  men  in 
the  exception  of  three) 
pable  of  bearing  arms,  amounting  to  more 
than  two  hundred  in  number,  immediately 
enrolled  themselves,  and  offered  to  serve, 
not  only  within  the  district,  but  in  any  part 
of  the  kingdom,  where  an  enemy  might  land^- 
or  be  expected  to  land,  antjl  this  offer  was 
by  your  petitioner  transmitted  ta  Lord 
Pembroke,  who  expressed  to  your  petitioner 
his  great  satisfaction  at  the  said  offer,  and 
informed  him  that  he  would  make  a  point  of 
communicating  the  same  to  his  Majesty's 
Ministers.. 

That  your  petitioner,  still  actuated  by  a 
sincere  desire  to  see  his  country  free  and 
happy,  and  holding  a  high  character  in  the 
world,  Jias  lately  been  using  his  humble  en- 
deavours to  assist  peaceably  and  legally  in 
pronjoting  applications  to  Parliament  for  a 
Kcforra  in  your  honourable  House,  th«t 
measure  appearing  to  your  petitioner  to  be 
the  only  effectual  remedy  for  thtt  great  and 
notorious  evils,  under  which  the  country 
now  groans,  and  for  which  evils,  as  no  one 
attempts  to  deny  their  existence,  so  no  one, 
as  far  as  your  petitioner  has  heard,  has 
attempted  to  suggest  any  other  remedy. 

That  your  petitioner,  in  pursuit  of  this 
constitutional,  and,  as  he  hopes  and  believes, 
laudable  object,  (an  object  for  which,  if 
need  be,  he  is  resolved  to  risk  his  life  against 
unlawful  violence)  lately  took  part  in  a 
public  meeting  of  the  City  of  Bristol,  of 
which  he  is  a  freeholder ;  and  that  though 
a  large  body  of  regular  troops  and  ef  yeo- 
manry cavalry  were  placed  in  a  menacing 
attitude  r.ear  the  place  of  our  Meeting,  the 
iMeeting  was  conducted  and  concluded  in 
the  most  peaceable  and  orderly  manner,  and 
the  result  of  it  was  a  petition  to  your  ho- 
nourable House,  voluntarily  signed  by  up- 
wards of  twenty  thousfuul  men,  which  peti- 
tion has  been  presented  to,  and  received  by, 
your  honourable  House. 

'Ihat  yonr  petitioner,  who  had  met  with 
every  demonstration  of  public  good-will  and 
approbation  in  the  said  City,  vv-as  surprised 
to  see  in  the  public  newspapers,  an  account 
of  a  boy  having  been  sent  to  jail  by  certain 
Police  Officers  and  Justices  for  having 
pulled  down  a  posting  bill,  which  alleged 
your  petitioner  to  have  been  hissed  out  of 
the  City  of  Bristol,  and  containing  other 
gross  falsehoods  and  infamous  calumnies  on 
the  character  of  yo>ir  petitioner,  calculated 
to  excite  great  hatred  against  your  peti- 
tioner, and  to  prepare  the  way  for  his  ruin 
and  destruction. 

That  your  petitioner  who  trusts  that  he 
has  himself  always  acted  an  open  andmanly 
pait,  and  who  has  never  been  so  base  as  to 
make  an  attack  upon  any  one,  who  had  not 
the  fair  means  of  defence,  feeling  indignant 
at  this  act  of  partiality  and  oppression,  came 
to  London  with  a  view  of  investigating  the 
matter,  and  this  investigation  having  taken 
place,  he  now  aHeges  to  your  honourablje 
House,  that  the  akforesaid  posting  bUis,  coa> 
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tajniu^  the  infamons  calumnies,  aforesaid, 
were  printed  by  /.  Dowries,  vvho  is  the 
Printer  to  the  Police  ;  that  the  Bill-sticker 
received  the  hills  from  the  said  Downrs, 
■who  paid  him  for  stickinj^  them  up  ;  that  the 
Bill-sticker  was  told  by  the  said  Downes  that 
there  would  be  somebody  to  watch  him  to  see 
that  he  stuck  them  up  ;  that  Police  Otficers 
were  set  to  watch  to  prevent  the  said  liilb 
from  being  pulled  down  ;  that  some  of  these 
Rills  were  carried  to  the  Police  Office  at 
Hatton  Garden,  and  there  kept  by  the 
Officers,  to  be  produced  in  proof  against 
persons  who  should  be  taken  up  for  pulling 
them  down ;  that  Thomas  Dugood  was 
seized,  sent  to  jail,  kept  on  bread  and  water, 
and  made  to  He  on  the  bare  boards  from  the 
tenth  to  the  twenty-second  of  January,  1817, 
When  he  was  taken  out  with  about  fifty 
«ther  persons,  tied  to  a  long  rope  or  cable, 
and  marched  to  Hicks's  Hall,  where  he  was 
let  loose,  and  that  his  only  offence  was 
pulling  down  one  of  these  bills  ;  that  a  copy 
of  Dugood's  connnitment  was  refused  to 
your  petitioner;  that  your  petitioner  was 
intentionally  directed  to  a  wrong  prison  to 
see  the  boy  Dugood ;  that  the  Magistrate, 
William  Marmaduke  Sellon,  who  had  com- 
mitted Dugood,  denied  repeatedly  that  he 
knew  any  tiling  of  the  matter,  and  positively 
asserted  that  Dugood  had  been  committed 
by  another  magistrate,  a  Mr.  Turton,  who 
Mr.  Sellon  said,  was  at  his  house  very  ill, 
and  not  likely  to  come  to  the  office  for 
some  time. 

That  your  honourable  House  is  besought 
by  your  petitioner,  to  bear  in  mind  the  re- 
cently-exposed atrocious  conspiracies  car- 
ried on  by  officers  of  the  Police  against  the 
lives  of  innocent  men,  and  your  petitioner 
is  confident  that  your  honourable  House  will, 
in  these  transactions,  see  the  clear  proofs 
of  a  foul  conspiracy  against  the  character 
and  life  of  your  petitioner,  carried  on  by 
persons  in  the  public  employ,  appointed  by 
tlie  Crown,  and  removeable  at  its  pleasure, 
and  that  this  conspiracy  has  been  also  car- 
ried on  by  the  means  of  public  money. 
.  A  nd,  therefore,  as  the  only  mode  of  doing 
justice  to  the  petitioner  and  to  the  public  in 
a  ease  of  such  singular  atrocity,  your  peti- 
tioner prays  your  "honourable  House  that 
he  may  be  permitted  to  prove  (as  he  is  ready 
to  do)  all  and  singular  the  aforesaid  allega- 
tions at  the  Bar  of  your  honourable  House, 
and  that  if  your  honourable  House  shall 
fiud  the  allegations  to  be  true,  you  will  be 
pleased  to  address  his  Royal  Highness  to 
cause  the  aforesaid  Magistrate  to  be  dis- 
missed from  his  office;. 

And  your  Petitioner  shall  ever  pray, 

London,  Feb.  4 f  1817. 
My  Lord, 
Havi-ng  read  in  the  news- paper?!,  a  report 
of  the  speech  of  your  Lordshi|v'.s  brother, 
from  which  it  appears  that  the  complaint, 
relative  to  the  boy  Dugood,  was  expected 
to  ba  Bia4e  at  yoflir  L^rd«hi|»'s  yffice  at  an 


earlier  period,  it  becomes  ray  duty  to  inform 
your  Lordship,  that  the  channel  of  applicar 
tion  for  redress  has  not  been  changed  fron* 
any  want,  on  my  part,  of  cof\fidence  in  the 
humanity  and  justice  of  your  Lordship.  But, 
my  Lord,  seeing  the  malignant  and  cowardly 
means  that  were  using,  in  places  I  will  noC 
particularly  namtr,  to  misrejuestnt  my  views, 
to  blacken  my  character,  and  to  point  me 
out  for  destniction,  I  thought  it  necessary  its 
proceed  in  the  most  prompt  manner  to  make* 
as  public  as  possible  the  machinaiions  of 
some  of  my  enemies  ;  and  this  was  the  cause, 
ray  Lord,  of  my  bringing  the  matter  before 
Parli.imeni,  and  not  any  want  of  reliance 
(either  on  my  part  or  on  the  part  of  the  other 
gentleman  to  whom  your  Lordship's  brother 
alluded)  on  the  disposition  of  your  Lordship 
to  do  me  as  well  as  the  injured  boy  ample 
justice  as  far  as  lay  in  your  Lordship's  power. 
Affidavits  of  all  the  circumstances  were  care- 
fully prepared  in  order  to  the  submitting  of 
the  case  and  leaving  it  whoUt/  tayour  Lordship's 
wisdom  and  justice  :  but  my  Lord,  when  £ 
saw  the  press,  under  various  guises,  and  vari- 
ous names,  endeavouring  to  create  an  un- 
founded alarm  ;  by  endeavouring  to  trace  to 
me  by  the  use  of  the  most  false  and  infamous 
imputatiorjs,  every  act  of  violence  committed 
by  every  body,  it  was  time  for  me  to  takte 
the  most  prompt  of  those  small  means  of 
defence  which  1  still  had  in  my  p»wer. 

It  has  never,  my  Lord,  been  my  intention 
to  take  any  step,  which  should  seem  to  say, 
that  I  doubted  of  the  impartiality  and  in- 
tegrity of  your  Lordship,  or  of  any  of  your 
colleagues.  1  scorn,  my  Lord  to  be  the  tool 
of  any  faction,  and  1  have  no  factious  or 
selfish  views  ,  and  as  to  the  charge  of  dis- 
loyalty, always  so  ready  on  the  lips  o*f  those 
who  are  unprovided  with  fact  or  with  argu- 
ment, it  is  a  charge  which  nothing  but  th(» 
rankest  of  cowardice  shajl  ever  shelter  from 
chastisement  when  openly  made  against  me 
in  any  way  that  puts  the  accuser  upon  a 
legal  level  with  myself.  Let  the  base  calum- 
niator come  but  within  the  reach  of  the 
law,  "  and,  if  he  'scape,  then  God  forgive 
"  him  too  1" 

I  have,  my  Lord,  a  petition  of  my  own, 
which  I  intend  to  have  presented  to  the 
House  of  Commons  to-night.  I  submit  it 
to  the  perusal  of  your  Lordship's  brother,  if 
your  Lordship  will  be  so  condescending  as  ta 
let  it  be  handed  to  him.  When  he  has  read 
it,  I  shall  feel  greatly  obliged  if  he  will  have 
the  goodness  to  present  it  to  the  House  of 
Commons  this  evmino^.  If  he  decline  to  do 
it,  i  will  endeavour  so  cause  it  to  be  done 
through  some  other  channel. 

When  that  has  been  done,  my  Lord,  I 
am  reaily  with  affidavits  to  support  most 
amply,  every  allegation  contained-  in  my 
own  Petition,  and  also  in  that  of  the 
ppor  and  oppressed  Boy,  Dugood,  and  shall 
not  only  be  willing,  but  shall  anxiously  de- 
sire, that  the  affair  may  then  be  left  entiit'Iy 
to  the  wisdom  and  the  well-known  humanity 
and  con<';iJiiating  disposition  of  your  Lord- 
ship. 
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But,  my  Lord,  while  I  ara  thus  ready  to 
repose  confidence  in  the  integrity  and  ho- 
nest views  of  others;  while  1  manifest  no -tie- 
sire,  and  never  have  manifested  any  desire, 
to  carp  at  the  acts  of  the  kintr's  ministers  ; 
to  pick,  as  ambitious  and  selfish  men  endea- 
vour to  do,  little  holes  in  their  coat ;    while 
I  am  neither  so  rude  nor  so  malicious  as  to 
seem  to  suspect  them  of  a  wish  to  act  pnr- 
tially  or  unjustly,  it  would  be  hard  indeed 
if  I  were  n®t  to  be  permitted  to  claim  some 
portion  of  acknowledged  good  intentions  for 
inyself,    *  The  most  ardent  zeal  is  never  ac- 
companied with  the  utmost   degree  of  cir- 
cumspection ;'  but,    my   Lord,    though    the 
former  quality  may  now  and  then  be  attend- 
ed with  its   inconveniences,   the   latter  can 
never  be  attended   with  any  great   benefit 
either  to  the  king  or  the  country.    In  stand- 
ing forward,  or,  rather,  in  coming  forward 
at  the  c;tll  of  my  countrymen  in  distress,  I 
have  violated  no  law  ;  1  have  used  no  incen- 
tives to  riot  or  to  violence  of  any  sort ;   I 
have  not   proposed    or   given   the   smallest 
countenance  to,  any  projects  or  propositions 
for  **  dividing  the  land^"   or   for   subverting 
any  establishmer.f  or  institution  :   and  your 
Lordship  has   in  your  own  office,  furnished 
bj'  your  own  under  officers,  the  proofs,  that, 
the  man  who  attempts  to  impute  such  acts 
to  me  is  a  vile  and  cowardly  calumniator.    I 
have  assisted  in   the  promoting  of  t'etitions 
for  a  Reform   of  the   Commons'  House   of 
Parliament.     This  I  have  done  with  special 
care  to  promote,  at   the  same  time,  peace, 
good   order,  and  a  respect  for  the  laws.      I 
belong  to,  and  ara  connected  with,  no  Clubs, 
no  ConcUiabules,  no  secret  Associations,  of 
all  which  1  disapprove.     What  1  have  dune 
has  been  done  in  the  face  of  day,  and,  while  I 
know  my  intention  to  be  disinterested  and 
honest,  I  shall  not  refrain  from  resenting,  in 
every  way  that  I  am  able,  and  that  the  law 
allows  of,  the  conduct  of  those  who  impute 
to  me  contrary  intentions. 

I  am  loath  to  trespass  upon  your  Lord- 
ship's time  ;  but,  seeing  that  the  malignity 
of  my  and  my  country's  and  my  king's  ene- 
mies, has  made  so  obscure  an  individual  so 
very  conspicuous,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  re- 
garded as  an  inexcusable  intrusion  if  I  pray 
your  Lordship  to  look  back  to  the  real  source 
^f  all  the  trouble  which  has  arisen  from 
the  oppression  of  the  friendless  boy,Dugood. 
That  he  was  imprisoned  and  most  cruelly 
treated  for  puUing  down  an  infamous  libel 
onme^  and  for  nothing  dse,  I  have  affidavits, 


ready  to  he  submitted  to  your  Lordship, 
most  amply  to  prove.  That  libel  was  pub- 
lished because  1  had  taken  a  conspicuous 
part  in  a  Meeting  at  Bristol,  which  Meet- 
ing vyas  conducted  in  the  most  peacetihle 
and  orderly  manner,  and  produced  a  Peti- 
tion signed  by  more  than  twenty  thousand 
men,  which  Petitic^  the  House  of  Common* 
have  received.  That  Petition  prayed  for 
a  Reform  of  that  House,  without  even  a 
hint,  or  any  meaning  by  implication,  to 
meddle  with  afly  thing  else.  And  yet,  my 
Lord,  a  Police  Officer,  named  Limhrick, 
a  common  thief-taker,  had  the  audacity, 
even  ni  the  presence  of  the  Magistrates  to 
insinuate  that  I  was  an  enemy  of  my  king  and 
country,  and  this  was  all  he  had  to  say  in 
his  dtfaicc  for  his  part  of  the  oppressiion  of 
the  poor  Boy ;  but,  audacious  as  this  was,  1 
am  sorry  to  perceive,  that  the  thief-taker 
has  had  imitators  amongst  persons,  from 
whom  a  very  different  sort  ©f  conduct  might 
have  been  expected. 

As  I  perceive,  that  a  Report  is  to  be  made 
to  the  House  of  Commons  of  all  the  circum- 
stances of  this  case,  J  beg  leave  to  inform 
your  Lordship,  that  J  shall  be  ready,  any 
time  to  monow,  to  attend  with  the  affidavits 
before-mentioned ;  and  I  have  only  to  add 
my  humble  request,  that  your  Lordship  will 
be  pleased  to  cause  this  Letter  to  be'lai(^ 
before  the  House  of  Commons  at  the  time 
of  the  laying  before  it  that  Report; 
I  am,  my  Lord, 
Your  Lordship's  most  humble 

And  most  obedient  Servant, 

Henry  Hunt. 

These  documents  all  speak  i^x 
themselves,  and  require  no  comments, 
especially  after  the  manly  and  able 
manner  in  which  Dugoob's  Petition 
was  introduced  by  Lord  Folke- 
stone, and  that  of  Mr,  Hunt  by 
Lord  Cochrane. 

And  now,  Life-and-Fortune-Mcn,  I 
take  my  leaye  of  you,  for  the  present, 
aud  I  do  this  with  the  less  relillctance 
seeing  how  soon  you  will,  I  am  sure, 
fall  into  more  able,  or,  at  least  more 
powerful  hands ;  I  mesui  the  two 
Houses  of  Parliament. 

WM.  COBBETT. 


C^nterea  at  ^tattottw^' l^alL 
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NOTICE. 

All  the  hack  Numbers,  from  No.  15  of  Vol. 
3l  to  tl»e  present  tiiue,  are  now  ready  for  (Kii- 
very.  The  fornjerpart  of  Volume  31  is  also  re- 
priirted ;  and,  on  any  d«y  after  the  28th  instant, 
that  part  maybe  had  !*vparately.  It  comprises 
the  lime  from  the  first  of  July  to  the  12th  of 
October;  and  thin  former  part,  with  tlie  sepa 
rale  Numbers, from  15  to  26,  make  np  Volume 
31  complete,  with  a  T»ble  of  Contents,  Tille 
Pa^e  and  all. — The  price  of  ciie  former  Part 
is  2«.  retail,  and  1*.  6d.  to  the  trade.— The 
whole    Volume    n)ay  also    be  liad,   bound    in 
boit^,  price  45.  retail,  and  3s.  to  the  Trade. — 
TJjese  Parts,  or  Whole  Volnmesv,  will  be  sup- 
Jjljed    in    the   same  manner   as    the    Weekly 
Pamphlet  is  supplied.     The  first  Number  ot 
*'  Paper  against  Gold"  is  piiblished  this  week  ; 
and  the  work   will  be  complete  and  ready 
for  deliveiy  to  those  persons  wIjo  waul  the 
Ijook^  in  one  fortnight  from  this  time. 


A  Letter 


TO 


EARL  GROSVEXOR. 

Thanks  for  his  Lordship's  defence  of 
the  People. — Fair  ^Play's  a  jewel. — 
The  Question,  of  Reform  fairly  ar- 
gued.— Annual  Parliaments. — Uni- 
versal Suffrage. — Mr.  Brougham's 
Sincerity. — Foul  conduct  of  the 
Corrupt  VFr iters. — Green  Bag  and 
Cheap  Publications, 

London,  Feb.  19.  1817. 
My  Lord, 

'^  Your  Lordship's  speech,  as  given 
in  the  newspapers  of  last  week,  has 
given  great  satisfaction  to  every  can- 
did man  in  the  country,  and  to  no 
man  more  than  to  him  who  has  n aw 
the  honour  of  addressing  you.  If 
people  are  in  error,  it  is  not  by 
misre^wesentations  and  revilings  and 
abuse  that  they  are  to  be  convinced 
of  their  errors.  This  desirable  end 
is  not  to  be  arrived  at  by  imputing  to 
the  leaders  seditious  designs  and  to 
the  people  the  grossest  of  ignoraiice. 
This  is  not  the  way  to  silence  the 
former,  or  to  gain  over   the  laftcr. 


If  we,  who  hold  for  annual  Parlia* 
ments  and  Universal  Suffrage  bj  iti 
error,  your  Lordship  has  taken  the 
right  course  to  make  us  patient,  at 
least,  and  to  wait  to  hear  vs^hat  cart 
be  urged  in  opposition  t©  our  opi- 
nions. The  ftippancy  and  rancour 
and  affected  contempt,  with  which  we 
have  been  assailed  by  corrupt  and 
scrambling  men,  have  only  tended  to 
excite  our  ju^t  resentment  against 
them,  and,  which  is  worse,  to  make 
us  confound  with  those  corrupt 
scramblers,  all  other  persons,  who 
appear  to  be  co-operating  with  them 
in  general. 

The  cause,  which  your  Lordship 
has  pursued  is  precisely  the  opposite 
of  that  of  the  persons  here  alluded  to. 
The  mildness  of  your  language,  the 
justice  of  your  sentiments,  the  whol« 
tenor  of  your  manly  declarations 
call  upon  us  to  listeri,  to  you  Avith  the 
greatest  respect,  and,  if  we  sfill  retain 
our  opinions,  to  sWow  by  fair  state- 
ment and  reasoning  that  the  grounds 
of  those  opinions  are  such  as  to  war- 
rant  us  in  dilfyring,  as  to  those 
opinions,  from  tiiose  whicfa  your 
Lordship  has  so  explicitly  and  fairly 
expressed. 

\ouJiave  been,  in  your  reported 
speech,  pleased  to  observe,  my  Lord, 
that  a  Reform  of  Parliament  of  soms^ 
sort  is  necess'iry  and  just;  and,  that 
you  consider  the  seven  years  Parlia- 
ments  *'  as  a  direct  iifringsment  of 
^'^  the  Constitution,  as  a  violation  of 
*'  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  peo- 
"j?^/t>,  and  that  the  Act,  sanctioning 
''  those  parliaments  ought  not  to  re^ 
''main  in  the  Statute  Book;''  and, 
your  Lords-hip  is  pleased  to  add,  that 
you  would  give  your  support  to  a  Bill 
for  triennial  Parliaments  ;  but,  as  to 
annual  Parliaments  you  do  not  thinks 
them  agreeable  to  the  Ccrtstitutjbn  ; 
and  ihat^  as  to  UnivergalJSuSfrage,  yoii 
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cannot  help  calling   it  universal  ini' 
practicahUitij,    But,  though  you  differ 
with  us  in  opinion  upon  these  points, 
your    Lordship's  words,  which  I  Ciin- 
not  help  repeating  here,   convince  us, 
that,  while  you  would  leave  our  minds 
free,  you  have  a  mind  of  your   own, 
open  to  receive  whatever  we  have  to 
iirgpin  defence  of  our  opinions.   '*  Hut 
*'''  because  he   ditfered  with    others  on 
•■'  that  subject,  was   he  therefore  (as 
''  was  well  expressed  by  a  Noble  Per- 
"  son  on  a  former  evening,  in  a  most 
"  eloquent    and    convincini^    speech) 
''  to  wish  to  see  those  with  whom  he 
"  differed,  imprisoned  and  yihbetled, 
'*  hung,  drawn  and  quartered?     Was 
^'  lie  to  wish  to  aee  a  Judf/e  Jefferies, 
*''0r    one    acting    in    the    spirit   and 
**  potver  of  a  Judge  Jefferies^  placed 
''  on  the   Bench,  for   the   ])tirpose  of 
'^  committing  a  legal  murder  on  these 
^^  people?       For   instancv,  should    he 
^'  viish  to  see  Majou  Caiitwhtght, 
"  whom  he  understood   to   be  a  nios 
"  respectable     person,     becatise     he  I 
''  entertained     such     contrary    senti- 
''  ments,    and    endeavoured    to   pro- 
<'  pagate  them    through   the  country, 
"  should  he    wish  to  see  his   mouth 
''  closed,  not   by   argument   and    fair 
"  discussion,  bitt  hg  the  Uoodg  hands 
»'  of  an  executioner/ — The    thought 
*'  was  shocking.,  monstrous,  and  dia^ 
*'  bolicaU     As    the   fortitude   of  the 
"  people  had   been  great  under  their 
''  dilUculties  and  privations,  and  suf 
«'  ferings,  so  had  their  conduct  in  ^11 
»'  plaoes^  where  tneelings  for  retrench- 
♦'  ment    and    reform    had   heen    held, 
**  been  most  exemplar g  ;   and,  i«ideed 
*'  it  was  remarkable  and  even  surpri- 
"  sing  that  it  shoidd  have  heen  so,  con- 
"  sidering  the  great  numbers  that  have 
''  been   assembled    in   various  phces, 
'•  and  the  warmth  tfeat  na^raljy  arises 
*'  in  large  bodies  when  assembled  from 
"  various  quarters  to  discuss  n»atters, 
"  vvhere  grievances  are  felt.   This  was 
''  at  least  710  symptom  of  disaffection, 
'^  and    he   trusted   from   such  jjatient 
"  discussion  much  g<ood  would  arise. ^'' 
My  Lord,  ilicsc  words  will   endear 
vour  name  to  the  people  of  this  kii 


whole  people^  in  the  proper  sense 
of  the  word,  of  whose  conduct 
your  Lordship  has  here  spoken;  and 
[  venture  to  assure  your  Lordship, 
fhat  the  satisfaction,  which  the  people 
will  derive  fr^m  your  just  description 
and  your  high  commendation  of  their 
own  conduct  will  still  fall  short  of 
their  gratitude  to  your  Loidship  for 
the  mafiner,  in  which  you  have  been 
pleased  to  speak  of  that  venerable 
patriot,  that  learned,  able,  wise, 
disinterested,  brave,  unconquerable, 
true  -  hearted  Englishman,  Major. 
CaJitv/right,  whose  private  life  has 
been  as  amiable  and  as  spotlt-ss,  a?s 
his  public  exertions  have  been  long, 
arduous,  and  valuable.  It  is  inrleed 
''  monstrous  and  diaboliear'  to  thjlik 
of  answering  such  a  man  by  the  handlk 
of  an  ex<cuiioner,  and  scarcely  less 
monstrous,  or  less  diabolical,  to  think, 
of   anszcering    him    l)y    shutting    his 


slum  3    for,  it  is  nothitig  short  of  the 


,  mouth  by  force  of  any  sort,  or  to 
t  !  think  of  answering  any  bod^  else  by 
similar  means.  The  foity^  too, 
is  equal  to  the  wicktdness  of 
such  attempts ;  for,  is  it  possible  to 
suppose,  that,  if  the  people  have  been 
induced  t-o  UUc're  any  thing,  no  matter 
what,  they  will  be  indirced  to  unbclicve 
it  by  the  us€  o^  force  to  compel  their 
teacKers  to  hold  their  tongues?  or  to 
lay  down  their  \m?a\^  ?  No,  my  Lord, 
there  is  somelhing  so  unfair,  so  uiv- 
just,  so  tyrannical,  and  so  insoUnt  iti 
all  propositions  tending  to  encourage 
such  attempts,  that  the  very  tamest 
drop^of  blorid  in  the  very  tamest  of 
hearts  is  roused  into  restjutmeht  at 
the  \Qry  idea. 

In  your  l^erdship  we  liave  a  fair, 
an  open,  a  nmnJy,  a  truly  noble  ad- 
versary, not  of  us,  but  of  some  of  our 
doctrines  ;  and,  thereCore,  my  Lord, 
I  shall  proceed,  with  great  respect, 
to  state  to  yon  th«  reasons  on  which 
I  conceive  those  doctrines  to  be  well 
foundi'd  :  and  this  I  shall  do  much 
less  wi(h  a  desire  to  triumph  in  the 
dispute,  tl;;in  wirh  the  hope  of  con« 
tribuiing  some  little  matter  towards 
the  gaining  over  tr>  our  side  a  person 
of  siK'h  great  weight  and  such  higk 
cliaracter  a?  your  Lordship. 


til- 
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In  so  manfully  and  truly  sfatinir, 
tllJLt  seven  year  Parliaments  are  ''  r? 
'^  direct  infrmcreni£nt  of  the  Cojisfif.iitiofi 
'^  and  a  violation  of  the  rights  and  li- 
'  "  berfies  of  the  people^''''  you  have 
spared  us  the  trouble  of  contending, 
that  we  have  a  ritrht  td  a  fieform  of 
iome  sort.  Nor  is  this  a  small  matier, 
seeing;,  that,  tor  years  past,  all  re- 
form has  been,  in  another  quarter, 
asserted  to  be  -whoUy  unnecessary^  and 
that  the  whole  thins:,  as  it  now 
stands,  is  aoreeahle  to  the  Constitution. 

Seeing,  then,  that  the  thing,  as  it 
now  stands,  is  "  a  direct  infririse- 
'^  mcnt  of  the  Constitution  and  o 
''  violation  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
*'  the  peopje^""  we  come  naturally  to 
cbnsidar  what  sort  of  a  Refcrrm  would 
reinstate  the  people  in  the  possession 
of  tliose  rights  and  liberties,  of  which 
possession  they  are  now  deprived  ?  We 
say  Annual  VarHanicnts  and  l}niv<'r~ 
sal  Suffrage:  your  Lordship  thinks 
that  the  former  are  not  agreeable  to 
the  Const  it  lit  i'on^  and  that  the  latter 
is  impracticuliU.  These  are  the  two 
points,  which,  witii  great  respect  and 
submission,  f  propose  to  argue  with. 
^our  Lordship ;  and,  not  to  argue 
them  upon  mere  precedent  or  ancieiK 
Usage,  biit  also  iipon  the  ground  of 
equity,  and  of  tHe  (itness  of  the  things, 
considered  in  their  natural  effects  un. 
der  the  circumstances  of  the  riation 
in  these  times  in  which  vve  live. 

That  parliaments  annuai'y  chosen 
■\vere  the  ancient  law  of  the  land  is,  I 
think,  cTi-dent  from  the  very  words  of 
the  Statute  of  the 4th  year  t)f  Edward 
IIL  Ckapter  14,  passed  in  the  year 
1331  ;  for  though  the  word  Ao^i/^'/i  once 
a  year  is  made  use  of,  it  is,  nevertheless 
Clearly  proved  by  Mr.  Granville  Sharp, 
in  his  "  Declaration  of  the  People  s 
"  ri^rhts^'"  and  which  v^as  published  in 
1775,  that  parliaments  were  fiewli/ 
ehosen  every  time  that  they  were  cal- 
led. He  has  there  cited  several  in- 
stances of  new  parliaments  being  sum- 
moned jiear  after  year  successively 
hy  "^i  new  writ  of  election)  he  men- 
tioned  some  years  in  which  two^  or 
fnore^  new  parliaments  had  been  sum- 
teJ€<ued  by  d'ffcrent  writs  of  election^ 


in  (he  space  of  a  single  year.  And 
that  learned  and  veneral)le  lawyer 
and  ejitcellent  man,  Mr.  Baiio.v  Ma- 
sEiiEs,  in  speaking  u])on  this  jiubject, 
says:  '*  so  that  it  may  truly  be  aifirm- 
•'  ed,  that,  in  those  ancient  times,  the 
"  people  fenjoyed  the  privilege  6f 
''  electing  nezo  represevtdfives  in  par- 
••  iiament^  either  on''&  in  every  year^ 
"*'  or  more  than  once,  if  th^  kmg 
"  found  it  necessary  to  have  another 
•'  pat-iiament  before  the  end  ( f  the 
''  year." 

These  remarks  of  Mr.  Baron  M/i*- 
SERES  are  to  l)e  fvund  jnam-w  quarto 
edition,  published  a  few  years  ago  by- 
White  in  Flcot  Street,  of  (rPNEUAL 
Ludlow's  famous  Letters  in  Defence 
of  the  Long  Parliament  in  their  con- 
duct afJaill^t  Chailes  the  First,  iri 
which  Lettcslj  al^o  LubLo^  insists 
uj)on  tke  people's  rights  to  ''^annual 
pa'fliumentsy 

Now,  my  Lrtrd,  were  LufVLOw  and 
(jR  \Kvr!,Lr  Sharp,  and  is  Mr. Baron 
MaseRs  ;  are  these  to  he  looked  up- 
on as  '"'' 7cHd  and  visional'^  men  ?'•" 
Are  they,  top,  to  be  considered  as 
•'  dei'jrning  and  eml-niinded  per- 
vow*.-?"  Or,  are  thpy  to  be  numbered 
amongst  the  '''deluded^'  and  the 
''  seduced?'*  Where  will  Mr.  Perry 
and  Mr.  Brougham  be  pleased  to  sta- 
tion Mr.  Barort  Maseres?  will  they 
place  him  up:)n  the  list  of  the 
"  Knaves*'  or  upon  that  of  tha 
'  Foots''  of  the  day? 

However,  my  Lord,  T  am  ready  td 
acknowit'dge,  (hat,  tlvougli  the  ancient 
laws  and  iis«1ges  of  the  land  are  deci- 
dedly for  annual  parliaments,  such 
parliaments  otight  not  to  be  Contended 
for,  if  it  can  be  shown,  that  the  re- 
storation of  them  wo  I  Id  now  be  wnfit ; 
that  it  woifld  be  productive,  or  tend 
(dwards,  dny  mischief  to  the  nation, 
or  to  any  ol"  the  great  and  settled  laws 
ind  establishmt'nis  of  the  land,  and 
(Specially  if  it  were  at  all  likely  to 
introduce  that  strife,  conlusion,  and 
anarchy,  of  vihich  owt  virulent  oppo- 
nents atfect  to  be  so  m^c^l  afraid. 
But,  my  Lord,  why  sho;itd  annvial 
elections  lead  to  such  consequences? 
It  is  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Bvrov  Ma-^ 
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SEHES,   that  annual  parliaments  would  . 
have  a  precisely  opposite  tendency  and 
effect.     ''Now,"  observes  that  truly 
learned  man,  '•  if  tliis  good  old  law 
"  were  to  be  revived,  would  there  be 
''  any    danger    of    such    violent    and 
*'  expensive  and   often   ruinous  con- 
*'  tests,  at  the   time  of  Elections,  as 
"  are  seen  in  the  present  mode  of  pro- 
*'  ceeding,  when  the  general  Ejections 
*'  occur  only  once  in  about  six  years? 
''  For,  as  the  representatives  would 
"  be  constantly  disposed  to  cultivate 
"  the  good  opinion   of  tlieir    Consti'- 
*'  tuents^    and,    by  their    e©nduct    in 
"  Parliament,  to  promote  their  inter- 
"  ests  and  wishes,  as  far  as  their  own 
''  consciences    and    judgments  would 
*^*  allow  them  ;  in  order  to  be  re-elect- 
'•  ed  by  them  in  the  next  year,  it  is 
"  probable  that  there  would  be  much 
"  fewer  contested  Elections,  and  chan- 
*'  ges  of  the  Representatives, than  there 
^^  are  at  present.     And  from  the  har~ 
"  mony  that  would  generally  subsist, 
"  between  the  Members  of  Parliament 
^*  and  their  Electors,  the  Dignity  and 
''  Respectability  of  the  House  of  Com- 
''  Tfhons  would  he  increased^  and  the 
''  confwIencG  of   the   people,    in    the 
^'  wisdom  and  uprightness  of  their  mea- 
<'  sures  would  be  restored;  and  the  re- 
"  solutions  that  would  be  taken  by 
^*  them  would  be  generally  allowed  to 
'*  be  in  reality,  what  they  are  now 
"  often   called   and   pretejided   to   l«, 
''  the    true    expressions,  or    declara- 
*'  tions,   of  the^  sense  ef  the  people  at 
*'  large^  on  the  subjects  to  which  they 
''  relate.     It  seems  probable,  there- 
'^  fore,  that  the  revival  of  this  good 
*'  old  law,  for  ckustng  new  Parlia- 
"  liaments  every  year  ^  would  be  attend- 
*'  ed   nith    very  happy  consequences^ 
d  give  general  satisfaction  to  the 


u 


an 


^'  nation.^^ 

\  think  your  Lordship  will  agree 
TFith  me,  that  these  are  the  reflections 
of  a  sober-minded  friend  of  his  coun- 
try ;  and,  indeed,  ray  Lord,  the  truth 
of  them  appears  to  me  to  be  so  ob- 
fious,  that  I  cannot  heip  thinking, 
that  it  must  strike  every  one  who 
reads  with  impartiality.  Was  it  ever 
i-Qowu  that  the  sh(^rtemng  of  the  du- 


ration of  any  obligation  to  obedience 
tended  to  discontent,  restiveuess  and 
violence  on  the  side  of  the  bounden 
party?     Men  who  have  the  power  of 
choosing    new    masters    weekly^    are 
much  less  disposed  to  serrous  discon- 
tents Phan  those  who  can  choose  them 
only  yearly  ;  and  those  who  can  choose 
them  yearly^  require  a  much  less  ri- 
gorous law  to  bind   them   than   is  re- 
quired to  bind  those  who  are  held  to 
their  masters  for  seve7i  ji/ears^  though 
tinere  is  in  this  case  a  sort  of  prize  at 
the  end  of  the  term  of  obedience. — ■ 
Your  JLordship  has  seen  how  readily 
soldiers  have  enlisted    for    a   limited 
time^  and  how  backward  they  have 
been  to  give  up  their  right  of  choice 
for  life.      In  short,  it  is  notorious, 
that  men    submit  for   a   short   time^ 
peaceably  and  quietly,  and  even  cheer- 
fully, to  that  which  they  would  die 
rather  than  submit  to,  if  the  period  of 
submission  were  known  to  be  of  long 
duration,  and  the  mere  chance  of  re- 
dress   removed    tp    a    distant  day. — 
"  Never  mind!       It  is  only  for  a  fca 
"  months!'^     Is  not  this  the  language 
of  all  mankind  ?  is  not  this  the  language 
of  every  hunjanbeing,  who  is  aggrieved, 
or  who  thinks  himself  aggrieved,  and 
who  knows  not  the  day   of  redress, 
or  of  his  seeking  redress,  is  at  hand  ? 
Is  not  this  the  effect,  the  invariable 
effect,  of  a  short  duration  of  every 
kind   of  obligation  to  submission  or 
obedience  ?       How    often    has   every 
gentleman,   every  employer   of  every 
description,     every    occupier,     every 
landlord,  every  guest  at  an  inn,   said 
"  No  matter  !  It  i*s  not  worth  uhile  to 
"  quarrel.      I  shall  be  rid  of  the  con- 
**  neptjon  by  such  a  time,  and  1  will 
"  take  care  to  avoid  the  same  in  fu- 
^*  ture."       Hdw    often,     how    many 
scores  of  times,  has  every  man,  be  he 
whp  or  what  he  may,  said  this  during 
his  life-time! 

Wiiy,  then,  should  it  be  supposed, 
that  this  tranquillizing  effect  w  ould  not 
be  produced  by  annual  parliaments  ? 
Why  should  it  be  supposed,  that  the 
very  cause  of  content  and  tranquillity 
in  «//  other  cases  should  be  the  cause 
of  discontent  and  uproar  and  confu- 
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sion  in  this  particular  case  ?  Why 
should  it  be  supposed,  that  (he  laws  of 
nature  herself  would  become  perverted 
and  produce  their  opposite  in  the 
breasts  of  Englishmen  ?  I  I^Ul  not  in- 
sult your  Lordship  by  appearing  to 
believe,  that  you  will  adopt,  mich  less 
act  upon,  any  such  supposition. 

If  there  are  people  to  suppose,  that 
the  House  of  Commons  would,  by  an- 
nual elections,  be  so  varymg  for  ever 
in  its  members,  that  the  laws  would 
be  continually  changins^^  I  beg  your 
Lordship,  besides  the  weight  of  the 
observation  of  Mr.  Baron  Maseres, 
to  remember  the  old  maxim,  that 
*'  short  reckonings  make  long/n'e//c?^," 
than  which  a  truer  maxim  never  drop- 
ped from  the  lips  ol  wisdom  ;  and  the 
experience  of  all  mankind  shew,  that 
those  quarrel  least  who  have  the  most 
frequent  power  of  adjusting  their  af- 
fairs. The  Legislative  Assembly  of 
Pennsylvania,  for  instance,  is  elected 
by  new  writs  annually  ;  and,  I  ven- 
ture  to  assure  your  Lordship,  that 
new  faces  and  changes  of  laws  are 
much  less  frequent  there  than  in  the 
House  of  Commons  in  England.  The 
government  of  Pennsylvania  is  ne  very 
nezD  thing.  It  is  as  it  was  originally 
formed  by  the  famous  Englishman, 
whose  name  the  State  bears.  He  car- 
ried to  those  deserts  the  laws  of  En- 
gland, He  built  his  government  upon 
those  laws,  while  the  Stuarts  were 
trampling  them  un<ler  foot<  at  home. 
He  knew  that  annual  parliaments  were 
the  law  of  the  land.  He  planted  them 
in  his  new  domain  ;  there  they  have 
Jived  and  flourished,  and  under  them 
a  system  of  sway,  which  has  produced 
a  scene  of  social  tranquillity  and  hap- 
piness such  as  is  to  be  found  in  no 
other  part  of  the  world.  Because  1 
refer  to  this  instance  in  support  of  my 
argument,  I  am  not  to  be  supposed  to 
desire  other  changes  here  after  the 
model  of  Pennsylvania  ;  but,  as  far  as 
the  instance  goes,  it  is,  I  presume,  en- 
titled to  all  the  weight  to  which  any 
case  in  point  c^n  be  entitled. 

As  I  am  not  aware  of  any  objec- 
tion, save  those  that  I  have  here  no- 
ticed, against  annoal  parliaments,    I 


shall  now  proceed  to  the  second  pointy 
mentioned  in  your  JiOrdship's  speech, 
namely,  Universal  Suffrage.  And, 
here,  suffer  me  to  take  the  liberty  to 
refer  your  Lordship  to  the  Hampshire 
Petition^  which  not  o-nly  prays  for 
suffrage  to  this  extent,  biit  which  aJso 
briefly  states  the  grounds  on  which  the 
prayer  is  founded,  and  points  out  t!)e 
futility,  as  the  petitioners  deem  it,  <5f 
the  objection  witli  regard  to  its  im- 
practicabiUty. 

It  is,  my  Lord,  a  well  known  maxim 
of  the  Constitution,  that  no  man  shall 
be  taxed  zcithout  his  own  co7isent. 
Every  man  is  now  taxed;  therefore, 
if  he  has  no  voice  in  clu^osing  those 
who  make  the  tax-lav^s^  he  tnust  It 
taxed  without  his  own  consent.  But, 
this  is  not  all  that  the  law  of  the  land 
says  in  support  of  our  claim.  The 
laws  of  England  have  alvvfiys  held, 
that  every  man  not  a  bond/nan  (and 
there  are  no  bondmen  now)  ought  to 
nave  a  voice  in  making^  or  assenting  io^ 
the  laws,  eitiier  by  himself  or  his  re- 
presentative in  parliament.  Sir  Tho- 
mas Smith,  who,  as  your  Lordehip 
need  not  be  told,  was  a  great  lawyer 
and  a  Privy  Councillor  in  the  reign  of 
Que^R  Elizabeth,  in  a  work  called 
'*  The  Commonwealth  of  England^''* 
has  this  passage  :  "  Every  English- 
"  man  is  intended  to  be  present  in  par- 
"  liament,  either  in  person,  or  b\y 
^'procuration  and  attorney^  of  what 
"  pre-eminence,  state,  or  qunlity  so- 
"  ever  he  may  be,  from4he  prince  to 
^'  the  lowest  person  \u  England,  and 
"  the  consent  of  parliament  is  taken 
''  to  he  every  nian^s  consent."  This 
old  lawyer,  though  he  was  a  Privy 
Councillor  to  a  Queen  who  had  very 
high  notions  of  her  prerogatives,  still 
called  England  a  ''  Cojnmonzoealth^^* 
and  talked  not  of  Monarchy  and  Legi" 
tlmacy^  which  words  are  become  so 
fashionable  now-a-days ! 

The  Book  of  the  Assizes,  which,  as 
your  fjordship  knows,  is  a  book  of 
great  authority,  say»,  that  '*  Laws, 
'*  to  bind  all,  must  be  assented  to  f/y 
''  all.'^  And  how  are  aU  to  assent 
to  laws,  if  oi>ly  a  part,  and  that, 
too,  a  Tfery  small   part,  have  a  voiin 
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ii)  choosing  those  who  have  power  to 
make  the  laws. 

FoiiTESQaE,  who  wrote  in  the  reign 
of  Henry  the  Si^th,  always  talks  of 
the  parliani'^nt  as  the  reprrseijtatives 
of  (he  whnie  kinscdom^  the  whoje  reulm^ 
^,iid  the  lik''  ;  and  never  sei'ms  to  sup- 
pose, that  any  man  i^  excluded  from 
voting. 

Br.ACKSToNE,  who  was  a  court- 
lazcj/er,  and  in  modem  times  too, 
could  not  Mink  this  great  principle 
without  over-setting  the  whole  of  his 
Commentary.  lie  says,  in  Bock  I. 
chap.  2.  "  Every  man  is,  in  judgment 
^'  of  law,  purtij  to  making  an  act  of 
'*  parliament,  being  present  fhercat, 
*'  by  his  repiesenlatives."  But,  t!ie 
grand  ptinciple,  which  is  the  clencher 
of  all  that  any  one  has  ever  written 
an  the  subject,  is  iln  BooklV.  chapter 
1.  "  The  laii-ffilnc:^,',-  of  punishing  cri- 
*•'  minals  is  founded  upon  this  prin- 
'•  dpfe^  thart  the  /(<a?  t)tf  zch/ch  tliey 
*'  sujfcr  was  made  by  their  uicn  con- 
'*  sent:'' 

Nuw,  my  Lord,,  whatcr^?-/  be  urged 
i,.  asiswerto  tlds  ?  JIow  is  ii  possible 
t-o  e>.-Main  away  the  meaning  of  these 
plain  v^.'ids  ?  How  is  it  ,  ossible  io 
too'  out  of  ir^en's  minds  principles 
)ike  these,  if  onee  implanted  there? 
And,  is  it  just,  my  Lord,  to  call  our 
princip  es  novel^  Kit:i  and  visio?iarjj^ 
and  to  accuse  ns  of  a  wish  to  throv/ 
the  counhy  inio  confusion,  because 
■we  inculcate  ihc!»?  same  pfincij)!es  r 
Are  we  ^^  designing  <ind  evil-mhided 
'*  men;''  are  we  "  de'idcrs  and  sed:(- 
*'  cers-,^''  are  the  Reformers  wha!  an 
impn  lent  man  has  called  thenj, 
'"  knave'!  ^  vr  fools,''*  because  they 
liave  presumed  to  aftach  to  })lain  and 
defini'ive  words  a  plain  and  defini- 
tive meaning  ? 

But,  it  is  not  the  lazo  of  tli^ 
propomti'.n  for  Universal  Suffrage^ 
which  your  Jjordsh;[)  ppnears  to 
tlisput'i  it  is  t\\c  pract icab'Uiti/  of 
the  thing;  and,  it  wouitl  be  un.ea- 
sonable  as  well  as  rede  in  me  Jo 
treat  -ins  objection  of  your  Loru- 
iihip  lightly,  seeing  that  I  liad  suoh 
donbis  of  t\\e practicabilif.v  of  it  as  to 
induce  me,  at  a  iale  meeting  of  De- 


puties in  London,  where  Major  Cart- 
wright  presided,  to  make  a  motion, 
proposiug  to  stop  at  house-holders, 
and  not  to  go  so  far  as  to  embrace 
eviry  man  of  ixvcnfj/-one  i/cars  oj'  fig^^ 
that  being,  as  your  Lordship  knows, 
what  is  meant  by  the  shorter  phrase^ 
"  Universal  Suffrage :'* 

Upon  the  occasion  here  referred 
to,  1  stated  all  the  difficulties,  wbich, 
after  long  reflection,  had  occurred  to 
mv  njind.  1  did  not  see  how  men  who 
had  no  settled  and  visible  dwelling 
in  the  safety  of  which  they  were  in- 
terested, and  which  must  be  well 
known,  could  be  polled  with  accuracy 
at  an  election,  especially  in  populous 
places.  1  did  not  see  how  large 
crowds  of  men  could  be  prevented 
from  marching  from  one  parish  to 
another,  and  thereby  voting  twice  or 
thrice  in  the  same  day,  ai>d  lor  five  or 
six  dillerent  members.  In  short,  I 
was  lost  in  the  mist  ©f  confusion 
which  this  scene  presented  to  my 
mind,  and  I,  therefore,  proposed  to 
stop  a'  householders,  really  seeing  in 
the  otlier  proposition,  that  ''  universal 
impraclicahilityy''*  whiqh  your  Lord- 
ship appears  to  perceive. 

Some  person?  in  tlie  Meeting  ugrced 
with  me,  but  the  majority  were  clearly 
on  the  other  side,  though  my  objec-, 
tions  had,  as  I  thought,  not  been  re- 
moved. At  last  a  very  sensible  and 
modest  man,  whose  name  I  am  sorry 
I  have  forgotten,  and  who  came  fron\ 
Middleton  in  Lancashire,  got  up  and 
iiave  an  answer  to  my  objections,  in 
somewhat  these  words :  "Sir,  1  can- 
''  not  see  all,  or  any,  of  the  diffi- 
'•  culties,  which  Mr  Cobbett  believes 
"  to  exist  in  the  way  of  taking  an 
*'  election  upon  the  principles  of  Uni- 
"  versa  I  Sulfrage.  1  have  seen  with 
*'  how  much  exactness  the  lists  of  all 
'-  male  inhabitants,  in  every  parish, 
'■'  inmates  as  well  as  haitseholders^  have 
"  been  made  out  under  the  militia 
'"  laws,  and  I  see  no  reason  why  re- 
'-  gulafions,  which  have  been  put  in 
•  force  univer.>ally  for  calling  us  forth 
"  to  bear  arms  in  defence  of  the 
"  country  and  of  the  estates  and  pro- 
'•' perty  of  the  country,  should  uot 
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''  be  put  in  force  again,  and  by  the 
*•  very  same  officers,  for  calliiijj  us 
''  forth  to  exercise  our  right  of  sufT- 
''  ra^e  at  elections." 

This  was  enough  for  rae.  Tlie  thing 
had  never  struck  me  before.  And, 
my  Lord,  what  dijficulttf  can  there  be 
in  makini(  out  the  lists  of  ail  men  of 
twenty-one  years  of  ai^e,  in  every  pa- 
rish every  year,  two  or  three  months 
before  the  day  of  election,  and  of  hav- 
iiig  those  lists  ready  to  check  the  poll 
on  the  day  of  that  election  ?  It  would 
be  simply  the  names  aikd  the  aye  that 
would  be  to  be  ascertained.  Whereas, 
in  the  case  of  the  miUtia  laws^  there 
are  besides  tliese  two  facts,  tiie  circum- 
stances of  marriage,  of  number  of 
children,  of  parochial  settleraentj,  of 
previous  service,  of  substitution,  of 
pecuniary  means,  of  height,  of  bodily 
ability,  and  other  circumstances,  all 
to  be  enquired  into  and  ascertained. 
Yet  all  these  are  ascertained  under 
the  n\iiitia  laws,  and  they  become  the 
foundation  of  proceedings  alfecting 
the  personal  liberty  of  every  man, 
above  eighteen  and  under  fifty  years 
of  age.  And,  if  all  this  could  be 
done,  and  done  so  cllectually  too, 
shall  it  be  pretended,  that  correct  lists 
cannot  b.e  made  out  in  each  parish  of 
atl  the  names  of  uU  fhe  male  inhabi- 
tants^ living  in  the  parish  on  any 
given  day  ?  It  would  be  even  easier; 
to  do  this  than  to  take  an  election  by 
Jioaseholders ;  because,  it  would,  in 
populous  places,  be  very  difficult  to 
ascertain,  y,'\\owt're  and  who  were  not 
liouseholders.  The  man  who  really 
rented  a  house  might  not  be  the  man 
■who  lived  in  it.  Two  or  three,  or 
more,  families  might  live  in  the  same 
housie.  The  fact  of  residence  would 
be  accompanied  with  numerous  others 
all  of  a  doubtful  or  questionable 
character  in  many  instances;  ar\d, 
then,  it  never  could  be  endured,  that 
a  pauper  householder  should  have  a 
vote,  while  the  indepciideut  single 
lodger  should  have  none.  Houses 
might  be  let  for  a  month  or  a  quarter. 
In  short,  the  dilliculties  would  be  far 
greater  than  in  the  other  case,  the 
mode  of  uscertaiiiing  all  the  facts  of 


which  are  so  easily  ascertained,  being 
liable  to  no  exception,  except  the 
single  one  of  njider  age. 

And,  my  Lord,  what  is  so  easy  as 
to  take  an  election  with  all  the  names 
of  the  voters  ready  prepared,  and 
arranged  in  al|.)habetical  order,  and 
posted  up  beforehand  at  the  Church 
doors?  There  could  arise  no  disputes 
at  th*  hustings.  'J'here  could  be  no 
contests  about  good  votes  or  bad 
votes.  There  would  be  nobody 
bribed,  because  no  purse  would  suf- 
fice for  the  }iUrpose.  'i'here would  be 
none  of  those  scenes  of  wickedness 
which  now  disgrace  elections.  The 
time  of  the  members  and  of  the 
TIousG  would  not  be  wasted  in  the  de- 
ciding on  election  contests.  All  would 
be  fair,  regular,  and  eifectual,  and  the 
laws  could  not  fail  to  be  held  in  vene- 
ration, when  every  man  should  feel 
that  he  himself  had  had  a  voice  in 
makirjg  them. 

The  equity  of  extending  the  suf- 
frage to  every  grown-up  man  is, 
I  think,  equally  clear.  Every  man 
pays  taxes.  1  take  the  calculation  of 
Mr.  PiirsTON,  because  I  would  avoid 
the  charge  of  exaggeration.  Jle  states, 
in  his  pamphlet,  that  every  labourery 
who  earns  18/.  a  year,  pays  10/.  of  it 
in  taxes.  It  is  very  certain,  that  every 
man  pays  a  large  portion  of  his  wages 
away  in  taxes;  and,  as  I  never  have 
heard  it  pretended,  that  the  ancient  law 
of  the  land  did  not  make  suffrage  go 
hand  in  hand  with  taxation,  it  appears 
to  me  impossible  to  deny,  that  every 
man  has,  agreeably  to  that  principle, 
a  right  to  vote  for  Members  of  Par- 
liament. 

And,  then,  my  Lord,  there  is  the 
militarij  duty.  Every  man,  able  to 
bear  arms,  has  been  made  liable  to 
serve  as  a  soldier;  to  submit  to  mar- 
tial law;  to  submit  to  mili-tary  dis- 
cipline; to  leave  his  hom.e,  his  parents, 
his  wife,  and,  in  some  cases,  his  chil- 
dren ;  to  quit  his  trade  or  calling; 
and,  if  it  were  necessary,  to  risk  his 
life,  'i'hese  are  not  slight  sacrifices, 
my  Lord,  and  you  well  know  to  what 
an  extent  they  have  been  made  ]>y  the 
people  of  England,  Ireland,  and  Scot- 
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land.  And  for  what  did  tlipy  make 
these  sacrifices  ?  For  the  defence  of 
their  country  and  of  the  property  in 
the  country.  Is  it  too  muchj  then^  to 
allow  those  who  were  called  upon  to 
make  those  great  sacrifices  to  have  a 
voice  in  choosing  their  representatives 
In  Parliamrnt^  Is  it  5q/<?  to  trust  them 
with  arms  in  tlieir  hands  to  defend  the 
property  of  the  country,  and  not  safe 
to  trust  the  sound  of  their  voices  in 
the  choosing  of  tho^e  who  are  to  make 
laws  affecting  their  own  lives  ? 

Thus,  then,  my  Lord,  we  have  not 
only  law  but  reason  io  offer  your 
Lordsliip  in  support  of  what  we  pray 
for  ;  and,  is  it  not  right  to  ansicer  «; , 
l)efore  abusing  us  as  if  we  were  inc:n- 
fliaries  und  almost  traitors?  Besides, 
if  is  nothing  new  that  we  propose. 
The  same  \Ta«i  proposed  by  the  late 
Duke  of  Richmond  nearly  forty  year; 
[WO,  And,  so  serious  and  so  much  in 
earnest  was  he  upon  the  subject,  that 
he  actually  brpught  a  bill  into  Parlia- 
ment \o  make  a  Reform  npon  the 
principles  of  Annual  Elections  asid 
Vniverml  Suffra^e^  of  which  Bill  i\w 
fallowing  were  the  Title  and  Piic- 
AMBLE  : — 

''  A  BILL  ENTITULED, 

"  A'S  ACT  for  declaring  and  restoriotj/ 
*'  rhs  r.alvra',  vnatifinahh,  and  equal 
*'  Eight  of  ALL  Tfiti  COMMONS 
**  of  Great  Bntaiu,  {iufant^y  persons  of 
*'  iiiaane  mind,    and   rriminah  inrapa- 

.  *■*  citntc.d   hy   law,  oiily   excepted)    TO 
*'  VOTE    'in   the.    hlection    of  tludr 

'  "  Rcx*resP'ntati'CS  in.  Parlianievl:  For 
^'vcfjulaiinn  the  manner  of  snrh  Llrc- 
*'■■  tions:  For  mstorivf/ ANNUAL  PA  R 
•*  LIAMENTS:  For  cfivinp  an  hcrr- 
*'  diian/  Seat,  to  the  S'xtcen  Peers,  which 
*'  shall  he  elected. for  Scol land:  And  fur 
**  e.Hablishihfj  more  equitable  Reqvla- 
"  tions  concerning  tlie  Peerage  of  Scot- 
**  land, 

PREAMBLF. 

"  WHEREAS  \he  LIFE,  LIBERTY, 
\ND  PROPERTY,  of  every  man  is  or 
nav  i-^e  af¥eetA'd  by  the  law  of  the  laud 
11  \vhit'h  be  lives,  and  every  man  i.s 
'OiMid  to  pny  oberiience  to  tl.'e  some. 
"  An'o  nvHERFAs.bv  tlse  oonsiiinlion  of 

:     his  kingdom,  the  RUiHT  OF  MAKING 
ms  is  vested  in  three  estates,  of  King, 

•    Lords,   awd    Counnons,   iu    Parliament 


*'  assembled,  and  the  consent  of  all  fhe 
**  three  said  estates,  comprehending  the 
'*  w'hole  eammunity,  is  necessary  to  make 
"  laws  which  bind  the  whole  community. 

"And  whfreas  the  Mouse  of  Com- 
"  mons  represents  ALL  THE  COM- 
"  MONS  of  the  realm,  and  the  consent  of 
"  thf  House  of  Commons  binds  the  consent 
"  of  all  the  Commons  of  the  realm,  in  all 
*'  cMses  on  which  the  legislature  is  com- 
"  petent  to  decide. 

**  And  whkreas  NO  MA^  ts,  or  can 
"  be  actually  represented  who  h;ilh  net 
"  a  vote  in  the  election  of  his  Represeuta- 
"  tive. 

"  AiVD  wHKRFJis  it  is  the  RIGHT  of 
"  EVERY  CO.ALMONER  of  this  realm 
**  (infnits,  persons  of  insane  mind,  and 
"  criminals  incapacitated  bylaw,  only  ex- 
"  cepted)  to  have  a  vote  in  the  election  of 
"  the  Representative  who  is  to  give  his 
"  consent  to  the  making  of  laws  by  which 
"  he  is  to  be  bound. 

"  Akd  wht.rf.as  the  number  of  persons 
"  who  are  suffered  to  vote  for  electing  the 
*'  members  of  the  House  ..of  Conmions, 
"  da  not  at  this  time  amount  to  ou^  sixth 
"  ])art  of  the  whole  Commons  of  this 
"  realm,  whereby  far  the  greater  part 
"  of  the  said  Commons  are  deprive^ 
**  of  their  right  to  elei  t  their  Representa- 
"  tives;  and  the  consent  of  the  majority  of 
**  the  whole  community  to  the  passing  of 
"  laws  is  given  by  persons  whom  they 
**  have  not  delegated  for  such  purpose; 
'*  and  the  majority  of  the  said  community 
"  fw'C  governed  by  laws  made  by  a  very 
"small  part  of  the  said  community  and  to 
*'  which  the  snid  niajority  have  not  in  fact 
*'  consented  by  themselves,  or  by  their 
"  I?.epresentatives. 

"  Aivd  w  HF.REAs  the  state  of  election 
"  of  members  of  the  House  of  Conirnons 
"  hath,  in  process  of  time,  so  grossly  devi- 
"  ated  from  its  simple  and  nntural  prin- 
"  cipie  of  representation  and  equality,  that 
"  in  >everai  pluces  the  ineml^ers  are  re- 
**  turned  by  the  property  of  one  man; 
'*  thnt  the  sm;d!pst  Boroughs  send  as  many 
'*  nnmbers  as  the  largest  counties;  and 
"  that  a  majority  of  the  representatives 
**of  the  whole  nation  are  chosen  by  a 
"  number  of  voters  not  exceediig  twelve 
"  thousand. 

*'  Now  FOR  REMEDY  of  such  partial 
"  and  unequal  representation,  and  of  the 
"  many  mischiefs  which  have  arisen 
"  therefrom;  and  for  resiorinir,  asserting, 
"  f^nd  maititaining  the  RK^iHTS  or  the 
♦*  C<  >MMONS  of  this  realm,  be  it  declared 
"  and  enacted,  and  it  is  hereby  declj^red 
'*  and  enacted,  f)y  the  King's  most  excel- 
"  lent  Majesty,  by  a.id  with  the  advice  and 
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"  consent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
*'  Temporal,  and  Commons,  in  this  pre- 
**  sent  Parliament  assembled,  and  by 
*•  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  every 
**  Commoner  of  this  realm  (excepting 
*•  only  infants,  persons  of  insane  mind, 
*'  and  cnminals  incapacitated  bv  law), 
**  hath  a  natural,  unalienable,  and  equal 
**  right  to  vote  in  the  election  of  his  Ile- 
"  presentative  in  Parliament. 

•*  A.\D  WHEREAS  it  \vas  accorded  l)y 
**  statute  of  the  fourth  year  of  the  Reign 
**  of  King  Edward  the  'i'hird,  «  that  a 
**  Parliament  should  be  holden  every  year 
**  once,  and  more  oftetj,  if  need  be  j 
**  which  statute  was  confirmed  by  another 
"  statute  passed  in  the  30th  year  of  the 
"  reign  of  the  said  King  Eflward  the 
*■*  Third :  anr!  the  practice  in  ancient 
**  times  was  for  Writs  to  issue  for  the  elec- 
'*  tioH  of  a  new  Parliament  everv  vear. 

«  And  whfrfas  FRBQUJaNT  ELEC- 
**  TIONS  are  indisperisal)ly  necessary  to 
*<  enable, the  Coma;ons  to  alter  and  amend 
"  the  choice  of  their  representatives  as 
**  they  may  see  occasion ;  and  such  elec- 
*'  tions  ought  to  he  as  frequent  as  may  be 
**  consistent  with  the  use  of  a  representa- 
"  tive  body  ;  and  the  ancrent  practice  of 
"  annual  elections  is  well  calculated  for 
•^  such  purpose. 

**  And  whereas  triennial  and  septen- 
**  nial  Parliaments,  by  rendering  the  ex- 
"  ercisc  of  tije  rigltt  of  election  less  fre- 
**  quent,  tend  to  njake  the  Representa- 
♦*  tives  less  dependant  on  their  Constitu 
**  ents,  than  they  always  ought  to  be  j  and 
"  also  deprive  the  Comnions  for  many 
"  years  after  they  come  of  age,  of  their 
**  franchise  of  electing  their  own  repre- 
•*  sentatives;  Be  it  declared  and  enacted 
*♦  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Thai  the 
*'  ELECTION  of  members  to  serine  in  the 
*'  House  of  Commons  ought  to   be   AN- 

»nual:' 

Now,  my  liOrd,  the  lafe  Duke 
of  Richmond  was  a  man  of  great 
talent,  wisdom,  and  of  uncommon 
industry,  attention,  and  knowledge 
of  the  customs,  manners  and  dispo- 
sitions of  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try. He  had  been  a  soldier,  a  mi- 
nister, a  member  of  parliament;  Jie 
was  a  Lord  J^ieutenai»t  of  a  county  ; 
as  a  magistrate  and  a  country  gentle- 
man, as  a  patron  of  t\\e  iudnttilous 
and  a  friend  of  the  distressed ;  in  all 
these  capacities  and  qualities  he  was 
surpassed  by  very  few  men  that  ever 
lived.     This  cobleman,   whose  death 


was  the  death  of  his  neighbourhood, 
co-operated  with  that  very  MAJoa 
Cartwkigmt,  of  whom  your  Eord- 
ship  hasspoken  so  justly,  and  agaljjst 
whose  spotless  refutation  so  many 
vipers  are  sending  forth  their  venom. 
This  nobleman,  wltat  wa«i  he?  Was 
he  an  "  evil-mi rukd  and  designing 
''  man?''  Was  ho  a  deiuder,  or  was 
he  one  of  the  '^seduced?''  Was  he 
one  of  those  '*  poor  creatures,'*'  as 
the  insolent  Pekry  *a!ls  the  million, 
of  Petitioners  for  anr.u.il  T:>rliaments 
and  Universal  SuHrage  ?  The  Duke 
of  Richmond  is  of  himyelf  a  great  au- 
thoring as  to  the  luiv  of  the  cas;-,  and 
what  can  be  more  full  r.nd  clear  ihan 
nis^  Grace's  Title  and  Preamble?  Is 
t  not,  then,  a  little  too  much,  my 
Lord,  to  treat  all  those,  who  now 
liold  thepame  opinions,  as  })eing  either 
^'  poor,  ignorant,  deceived  creatyresy* 
or  as  "  designing  and  evil-minded 
"  men,''^  who  wish  to  slir  up  confu- 
sion and  proQuce  bloodslied  ?  Did 
the  Duke  of  Richmond  wish  to  pro- 
dude  confusion  and  bloodshed  ?  Did 
he  desire  to  see  revclulicn  and  destruc- 
tion ? 

The  Duke  is  himself  a  high  autho- 
rify  ?  but,  if  your  Lordship  wilLbe 
pltased  to  refer  to  the  works  of  Mr. 
Cranvilie  Sharp,  Mr.  Baron  Masere«, 
or  to  another  work,  lately  published, 
by  Allman,  Prince  Sti^^t,  HanoTer 
Square,  entitled,  "  Common  Consent^ 
"  the  Basis  of  the  Constitu,icn  of 
"  England;  or  Parliamentary  Reform, 
'  •  tried  by  the  tests  of  Laiv  and  Rea- 
"  son,'*'  your  Lordship  wili  find  it 
proved,  that  the  right  o\  every  freeman 
(that  is  to  say,  every  man  not  a  bond- 
man) to  vote  for  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  the  right  to  annual  new 
parliaments,  are  birth^rights  of  Eng- 
li'-hinen,  however  contemptuously  the 
idea  may  be  treated  by  Mr.  Perry, 
under  the  title  of  Speeches  of  Mr. 
Brougham.  The  publications,  here 
alluded  to,  that  is  io  ^say,  publica» 
tions  put  forth  by  Mr.  Perry,  pur- 
porting to  be  speeches  rcccMliy  deli- 
V  red  by  Mr.  Bboi:gham,  and  levelh'd 
immediately  at  Lord  Cochrane,  have 
con-tftinfed  more  bitter  attacks  on  flie 
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Tarmers  than  have  come  from  any 
®8her  quarter.  Tin's  gentleman  has 
lieen  made  to  represent  Annval  Par- 
ij^crmenU-  and  Universal  Suffrage  as 
the  wildest  of  nonsense  ;  as  **  little 
**  nostrums  and  big  blunders ;"  as  mis- 
ifMevoisKs  in  themselves,  and  as  inis- 
€hi€vouslj^  intended:  as  put  forth  by 
^^mi  meny    and    sucked    in  by  joolish 

After  this,  my  Lord,  and  after  many 
iSiiect  personal  attacks  on  Lord  Coch- 
iTKne^  hi  the  way  above-mentioned,  what 
1»».!^  been  the  surprise  in  London,  and 
iwltiat  will  It  l>e  all  over  the  country,  at 
hearing,  that  Mr.  Brougham  himself, 
isriiiler  his  own  hand  zo'iting,  did  most 
nrfeeidedly  pleelge  himself  to  these  xery 
*'' link  'riosirums  and  big  blunders!'' 
But,,  let  me  clearly  state  to  your  Lord- 
»bip  the  eircumstances,  under  which 
tliiis- decided  pledge  was  given. 

About  jfhe  &r  six  if  ears  ago^  Mr. 
Brousuam,  in  a  paper  which  avuk 
prinied^  declared  himself  hostile  to  an- 
BKa,'tlS  Far! laments  and  Universal  Suf- 
ioge.  But,  in  the  month  of  June,  1814, 
j»st  at  the  time,  when  Lord  Cochrane 
-was  oxppcted  to  be  expelled  from  the 
JSoase  of  Commons,  and,  of  course, 
-when  a  vaatmif  for  Westminster  was 
«ip»f>ecied  to  take  place,  there  were  cer- 
tain' individuals,  who  bad  formed  the 
<diesign  of  introducing  Mr.  Bhol'gham 
tQ>  ti'il  his  f'^Drdsiiip's  place.  But, 
tlb<er(^  were  €>ther  persons,  who  w^re 
ir^O'Ived  to  oppose  the  attempt,  unless 
BIk.  Bjiougham  would  explicitly  dc- 
rBa-re  for  annual  parliaments  and  for 
XB/ff'jrtige  co-extensi-oe  with  iaxaiion ; 
saKsd.  mte  gentleman  in  particular,  Mr. 
TiLAei:,  of  Ciiaring  Cross,  wro^e  to 
tifee- friends. of  Mr.  Brougham  tMs  de- 
termination.  Immediately  upon  this, 
nHfeeue  was  a  Mi^eting  of  the  Livery  o^ 
i^mdon,  to  which  Mr.  Brougham 
^ais-  iirvited.  At  tliat  Meeting  he 
made*  a  speech,  which  !-peech  he,  two 
(|1bys  cSiFterwards,  ii^rotc  out  in  his  ozcn 
k(^ndy  which  so  writien  out  in  his 
®v«r.t  hand,  wns  k.pt  by  some  pcr- 
SOiiks  of  the  Westminster  Committee, 
a*  tbe  pledi:>e  of  his  principles,  and 
iirMcii  speeeli,  which  J  have  seen  in 
^iv  Broughum'a  cvn    hand    writing, 


was  in  the  following  words  ;  fo  wit : 
*'  Mr.  Brougham  returned  thanks^ 
"  and  said  that  the,  last  time  htj 
**  bad  met  the  JJvery,  two  years 
"  ago,  he  had  declined  making  pro- 
*'  fessions  or  promises,  because  he  saw 
"  them  so  often  broken  ;  but  had  de- 
"  sired  the  Livery,  if  it  were  wortl^ 
"  their  attention,  to  mark  his  con- 
**  duet,  ia,nd  if  it  betrayed  kis  decla* 
"  ration  ,  io  punish  him  next  time 
"  they  met  by  drinking  to  the  menaory 
of  his  dt^pa.ncd  prineiples  : — that 
"  time  was  now  come,  and  he  niti 
'^  them  without  any  consciousness  of 
'*  having  forfeited  their  favour.  These 
''  two  years  had  been  pregnant  with 
'^  important  events;  and  infinitely 
''  variojis  as  these  were,  tliey  all 
""  agreed  in  this,  that  they  had  migh- 
•^^  tily  redounded  to  the  honour  of 
'*  the  cause,  and  the  confirmation  of 
'^  our  principles.  The  fundamental 
''maxim  of  liberty  had  been  so- 
"'  lemnly  recognized  in  the  face  of  ti>e 
"  world,  that  all  potcer  is  jrom  the 
"  people  ;  and  that  they  have  a  right 
"  to  choose  their  government^  unddis- 
**  f?iiss  their  riders  for  misconduct, 
''  They  had  done  so  in  France,  and  it 
*'  was  u  lesson  that  could  not  be  for- 
"■  gotten  in  the  rest  of  Europe.  The 
*'  saying,  that  '  laws  are  silent  in  the 
''  midst  of  arms,'  had  failed  for  once  ; 
"  and  this  fundamental  principle  had 
"  triumphed  over  the  triumphs  of 
"  thealhed  armies.  So  much  for  the 
"  honour  of  the  cause.  l^Mt  the 
"  principles  of  Reform  had  been  as* 
"  sisted  also  in  their  progress.  Where 
*'  is  now  the  Gag,  with  which  our 
"^  mouths  liad  for  five-and-twenty 
**  years  been  stepped,  as  often  as  we 
"  have  required  that  Parliamenis 
"  should  be  chosen  yjcarlify  and  thivt 
"  i\\e  elective-  franchise  should  he  ex~ 
*'  tended  to  all  'scho  par/  taxes?  We^ 
••  have  been  dcsirfd  to  wait,  for  the 
"  enemy  was  at  the  gate,  and  »eady  to 
''  avail  himself  of  the  discords  atter)d- 
''  iriif  our  political  contests,  in  order 
•'  to  undeiminc  our  national  indepen- 
•'  dence.  This  argument  is  gone, 
•'  and  our  adversaries  must  now  look 
•*  for  another. — lie  had  mentioned  the 
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«'  two   radical    doctrines    of    Yearlii 
<«  cleMihn,    and  the  franchise  enjoyed 
<<  /;j/  all  paying  taxes;    but  it  would 
<f  be  superfluous  to   reason  in   favour 
<•'  of  them  here,  where  all  zoere  Ui^reed 
*«  upon  the  subject.- -\\o\se.svi,2i^  else- 
*«  where    they  may    speedily   be    dis- 
<«  cussed,. he  should  take  leave  to  sug- 
*'  sest  a  fact,   for  the  use  of   such   as 
<*  miirht  have  occasion  to  delejid  their 
*'  principles.       It    was    one     for    (he 
*'  truth   of    which  he  might  a(.peal  to 
''  his  honourable  Iriend,  the  Member 
"  for  Middlesex    (Mr.    Byng),   who 
*^  knew  as    well  as  he  did,  that  there 
**  was  a  ^reat  improvement  always  ob- 
"  servable  in  the  conduct  of  the  House 
*'  of  Commons,   towards  the  last  year 
"  of  a  Parliament ;    insomuch,    that 
**  he  had  heard  it  observed,  that  more 
*'  good  was  done  in  /hat  jjear^   than  in 
*^  all  Ihe  other  five  or  sic,    The  reason 
*'  of  all  this  he  should  not  presume  to 
**  state;  but  some  persons  were  of  so 
'*  suspicious  a  nature,  as  to  irisinuate, 
'•'  that  it  might  be  the  knowledge    of 
*'  members,    that  at  the  end   of   that 
**  session  they  must  meet  their  coMSti- 
**  tuents,    such  of   them   as    liad  any, 
**^  and  give  an  account  of  their  trust. 
**  He  avowed  that  tiiis  fact  had  been 
*'  one    of   the    chief   grounds    of   his 
■*  conviction     of   the   expediency    of 
**  yearly   elections;    and    if   any    one 
*'  thought  this  unsafe^    he  should  an- 
'*  swer,  that  such  frequent  recurrence 
*'  and  such  extension  of  the  franchise 
**  as  should  accompany  it,   is  the  best 
*' check  upon  projiigate  expense.       If 
**  any    other  check  was  wanting,    it 
''  might   be    provided    also.     He"*had 
''  talked  of  such  Members  as  had  con- 
"  stituents,  being   reminded  of  it  by 
^'  the  manner  in  which  the  toast  had 
''  been  given   out  by  a  mistake — he 
'*  hoped  not  an  ominous  one.     It  had 
*'  been  said,  '  a  full,  fair,  and  free  re- 
"  presentation  in  Parliament,' — leav- 
"  out  *  the  People.*     Now  this  is  just 
*'  what  is  done  alsezchere.     There  is 
''  '  a  full,  fair,  and  free  representation 
*'  in  Parliament' — we  need  not  drink 
"  to  that.     There  is  a  full    represen- 
"  tation    of   the    Aristocracy — a   fair 
**  representation  of   the  Landed   In- 


"  terest — a  free  representation — =>a  free 
•*  inc^resso/  the  Courts — but  not  much 
"  repre'sentation  of  the  People- — they 
"  are  left  out,  as  they  were  to-day. 
*"  It  wA;^\njowever,  be  otherwise  soon. 
''  While  they  bear  the  burdens  of  the 
■■'  state,  they  must,  as  of  rights  share 
''  in  its  government;  and  to  effect  this 
'•  IRefornidiWgoodmenmvisiuoyf  unite. 
^*  He  lamented  the  absence  of  his 
"friends  now  detained  elsewhere; 
''  but  he  knew  they  would  come,  the 
''  momrnt  their  duty  permitted. 
"  Messrs.  VVhitbread,  Brand, Creevey, 
''  Bennet,  Grattan,,  Lord  Ossulston, 
'•'  Lord  A.  Hamilton,  he  knew  were 
'^  most  anxious  to  join  the  meeting, 
''  What  ihvy  were  now  about  he 
"  could  not  precisely  say  ;  but  he 
"  guessed  they  were  not  supporting 
**  the  Court  at  that  particular  mo. 
''  ment." 

Strange,  my  Lord,  is  it  not !  And 
is  it  not  a  pity,  that  this  gentleman 
should  have  been  exhibited  to  the 
world  by  his  friend,  Mr.  Perry,  m 
calling  annual  parliaments  and  uni- 
versal suffrage  "  little  nostrums  and 
"  big  blunders?" 

But,  I  have  not  yet  finished  the  his- 
tory of  the  Westminster  Seat  Scheme. 
That  Scheme  was  put  aside  in  1814 
by  that  sense  of  justice  and  that  high 
sentiment,  which  led  the  people  of 
Westminster  to  re-elect  Lord  Coch- 
rane, though  he  had  been  expelled  by 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  the  good 
effects  of  that  re-election  they  and 
the  whole  country  now  feel.  Bur, 
though  frustrated  for  this  time, the  con- 
nection was  carefully  kept  up  with 
some  persons  in  Westminster;  and, 
at  a  meeting  in  Palace  Yard,  about  a 
year  ago,  upon  the  subject  of  the 
Property  Tax,  a  regular  plan  was  laid, 
in  concert  with  himself?  iov  introducing 
Mr.  Brougham  to  the  people  of  that 
city.  He  was  so  introduced  ;  but,  it 
failing  to  the  lot  of  Mr.  Hunt  to  speak 
before  the  part  of  Mr,  Brougham  came 
to  be  performed,  the  former  gentle- 
man so  prepared  the  way  for  the  lat- 
ter, that  he  thought  it  prudent  to 
withdrazc,  and  magnanimously  to 
forega    the   sort   of   applause    which 
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awaited  his  dehuf.  Mr.  Brougham, 
upon  being  afterwards  reuiinded  of  this 
fiudden  retreat  by  Lord  Castlereagh, 
said,  that  he  did  7ioi  t?if^nd  to  speak 
at  the  Meeting,  he  not  being  an  inha- 
bitant of  Weslniinster.  I  have  it  not 
under  hi<i  ozcnhand^  indeed,  that  he 
did  mtend  to  v  speak  at  the  Aieetincr; 
but  a  gentleman,  on  whosewi>rdI  can 
rely,  assures  me,  that  Mr.  Broui^harn 
(though  not  an  inhabitant  of  West- 
minster) did  attend  at  a  previous  se- 
lect meeting  where  the  Resolutions 
If  ere- -prepared,  and  that  it  was,  at 
that  meeting,  settled  that  he  should 
speak  upon  one  of  the  resolutions. 

Frightened    away     from    his    game 
here,  the    gentleman  does  not    seem,* 
however,  t©  have  wholly  abandoned 
the    chase  ;  for,  at  a  dinner,    on   the 
^3d  of  May  last,    at  the  Crown  and' 
Anchor  Tavern,  at  which  dinner  I  was, 
the  name  of  Mr.    Brougham   was  in- 
serted in  the  List  of  1  oasts   immedi-. 
ately  after  the  names  of  the  two  mem- 
bers for  the  City.    I,  seeino;  this  name 
80    placed,  vu\(\    finding    Major  Cart- 
tDrighVs  name  at  nearly  the  bottom  of 
the    list,  intimated    to    the  Stewards, 
that,  unless  Major  Cartwright's  name 
"Was  placed/;q/(>r6'that  of  Mr. Brougham, 
I    would   oppose  the  toast ;    and  this 
alteration  rcv/.y  made  a£(:ordiji<^lij.  Nor 
did  J  stop  here,  fori  read  to  the  Com- 
pany ?t    dinner    a  paj)er,  the  purport 
of    u'hich  was,   that,    if   a  vacancy  in 
Westminster    should   happen.    Major 
Oartzcright,  and  rzo  other  7j7uri,  ought 
to  be  the  person  to  fill  it,    and  one  of 
the    objects  of    wVich    paper  was  well 
known  to  be,  to  guard  the  City  ai^ainst 
the  schemes  and  intrigues,  which"h.sd 
long  been  going  on  in  favour  of  Mr. 
Brougham.    At  this  dinner,  and. com- 
ing with  views  similar  to  my  own,  was 
Mr.  Hunt;  and,  one  of  the  Committee 
^old    that    gentleman    and    nw,    that, 
(though  Mr.  Brougham  had,  tji/  letter. 
said  t^at  be  would  be    at  the   dinner,  j 
he  ha(]  left  word,   that,  if  Mr.  Hunt  | 
i^amCf   informafion  should   I)e  sent  to 
him  of  it^^    We  were  also  tokl,    that 
«:.Uch  information  had  been  sent  to  Mr. 
Brougham  j  and,  in  about  half  an  hour 
Ckfter wards,  came  au  apoUgy  from  Mr. 


Brougham,  saying   that  he  C(5uld  not' 
attend   on   account  oj  his  duty  in  the 
ffouse  of  Commons^  a  motion  of   Sir 
Samuel  Romilly's   being  just  about  to 
come  on  ! 

I  will  leave  your  Lordship  to  jud^e 
in  what  degree  these  transactions  may 
have  given  rise  ^o  those  bitter  re- 
proaches, which  have  been  cast  on  the 
*'  little  nostrums  and  big  blunders'*''  of 
the  *' designing  and  evil-minded'*''  lead- 
ers of  the  '^poor,  deluded,  duped  crea- 
"•  tares  ofRiforme/Sj''''dx\d  alsw  in  what 
degree  these  transactions  may  have 
tended  to  draw  forth  the  imputations 
cast  on  the  "  prompters''  and  "  abet' 
•'  tors''  of  Ijord  Cochrane.  But,  I 
must  beg  your  Lordship  w'ell  to  note 
the  fact,  that,  in  May  last,  Mr. 
Brougham's  hopes  as  to  Westminster 
were  completely  destroyed;  and,  I 
will  leave  your  Lordship  to  judge  if 
you  can,  as  to  the  precise  time  when 
the  mind  of  this  gentleman  returned 
to  its  old  state  of  dislike- to  annual 
parliaments  and  universal  suffrage. 

Your    Lordship    knows,    that    the 

above-inserted    manuscript    speech  of 

Mr.  Brougham,  was  read  in  the  House 

of   Commons    by    I^ord  Cochrane  on 

Monday    last;    and  his    lordship  did 

this,  ss    he    does    every  thing,  in    an 

open  and    manly    manner,    and    also 

with    great    ability   and    effect.     The 

anszcer  of   Mr.    Brougham    las    been 

published   by  Mr.    Perry,    in    these 

words ;    *^  It  had  often    been    observ- 

•'  cd,  and  indeed  with    great  justice, 

'^  that    there  was  not  perhaps  a  more 

'^  painful  and  irksome  situation,  than 

'^  ihat  where  a    man  was    obliged    \o 

*'  speak  of  himself.      In  proportion  to 

"  that  painful  situation,  and   in  com- 

"  passion  to  it,  the  indnlgence  of  the 

'^  House  had   always  been  extended, 

''  and  he  hoped  it  would  be  so  on  the 

"  present  occasion  [hear,  hear!  from 

"  .»11  sides  of  {\\c  House.]    He  trusted 

"  it  would   not,  however,  be  thought 

''  that  he   was  courting  anxiously  an 

"  opportunity  of  going  into  detail,  or 

'*  that  on   the  contrary  he  wishedio 

''  avoid  such  details,  for  he  felt  it  fds 

*'  dwty  to  say,  that   he  expressed  his 

'^  7€arpiest  thufiJcs  to  the  Noble  Lord 
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'*  for  the  frank  and  open  manner  in 
"  which  he  had  afforded  him  the  op- 
*'  portuuity  of  going  into  the  subject. 
*'  A  more  groundless  aspersion]  had, 
"  he    believed,    never    been   brought 
''  forward  against  any  individual.     lie 
"  did    not    accuse  the    Noble    Lord, 
*'  however,  or  those  out  of  doors,  who 
''  had  put  the   brief  into  his    hands, 
*^  of  uttering  any  falsehood    in    (he 
"  statement     which    had     just    been 
"  submitted  to  the   House,  but  he  de- 
<' cidedly    accused   them  of   rashness 
'«  and  imprudence, and  of  not  waiting 
•'  for   only  a   few  days  longer,  when 
^'  they  would  have  had  a  full  and  fair 
*^  opportunity  of  hearing  his  opinions 
*'  on  this  most  momentous  and  impor- 
^«  tant  subject,  and  when   they   have 
*  found  whether  he   was  or  was  not 
*«  inconsistent    [hear,     hear,    h<»ar  I]. 
<'  Had  those  out  of  doors,  whose  tool 
*■*  the  Nolde  Ltordwas,  but  waited  those 
<<  few    days,    they  >vould    then    have 
<*  known  what  his   real  sentiments  on 
*'  the  question  -were,   having,   as   the 
«<  Hmise  well  knew,  reserved  to  himself 
*<  the  right  of   then  speaking  what  he 
<<  felt  on   the  subject    [hear,  hear!]. 
"  How  then   could   the    Noble  Lord, 
*<  how  could  they  in  whose  hands  he 
^*  is,  presume  to  know  what  were  the 
"  opinions  he    (Mr.  B.)  had  formed 
**  on  this  most  interesting  question  ? 
"  Kow  do  they  know  thifat  h«  would 
**  not  have  stated  his  opinion  then  in 
"  the  very  terms  which  had  just  been 
**  read  ?     That  they  should   have  as- 
*^  certained     his    sentiments    was     a 
*'  moral  impossibility    [htar,   feear!]. 
**  But  the  Noble  Lord  had  ^vcu  a 
**  mis-statement  of  what  took  place, 
**  and  he  should  'now   endeavour  to 
<"  give  the  House  the  particulars   of 
*'  the  case.     A  dinner  was  given  at 
*'  the  Lon(ipn  Tavern  to  the  friends  of 
'»  Parliameatury  Reform,  at  whicii  he 
"  (Mr.  B.)  attended,  with  his  friend 
''  the    Member  for    Middlesex,    with 
**  the   late   truly  respected  and  much 
**  laniented   Member  for  the  town  of 
"  Bedford  (Mr.  VVhitbread,)  with  the 
"  Member    for    Hertfordshire     (Mr. 
"  Brajid,)      and     the     Member     for 
*'  Shrewsbury  (Mr.  Beiin#t.)     la  the 


''  course  of  what  passed   the^e,  some 

"  observations  fell  from   him    similar 

"  to  what  had  been  read  by  the  Noble 

"  Lord.      The  chief  motive  he  had  in 

''  correcting  what  he  had  there  stated, 

"  was  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  his 

"  words  on  this  dangerous  and  yetira- 

"  portant     question    being    misrepre- 

••  senteil.     He  then   said,  or  at  least 

"  meant  to  be  understood  as  suyingj 

^'  what  he  still  maintai«ed,  that  it  was 

'^  consonant   to   the  genius  and   spirit 

''  of  the  Constitution,    and  expedient 

''  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  that  the 

•'  poller  oj  election  should  be  limitei£ 

"-  to  those  who  paid  direct  faxes.     H« 

^'  corrected  what  he  had  said  on  the 

"  subject,  as  he  was  aware  of  the  rais- 

"  takes    of  reporters.     He  again  rc- 

''  peated,   and  wished  it  to  be  under- 

"  stood,   that   what  he  then  said,   thes 

'^  same  he  now  maintained,   viz.  thaf 

'•  the  payment  of  direct  taxes  ought  ta 

"  be  the  limit  of  the  elective  franchise. 

"  He  did  not  wish  to  compete  with  the 

"  Noble  Lord,  but  this'was  his  meaning 

''  when  he  so  spoke.    He  should  wish 

"  io   say    one   word    upon    what   had 

'^  been  said  respecting  his  advocatin^j^ 

•'  the  cause  of  a  moderate  and  gradual 

"  ilefornfi.    Six  years  ago  it  would  be 

''  remembered  he  had  repeatedly  sai5, 

"  both  within  and  without  the  House, 

'•  that  'it  would  be  proper  for  those 

''  who    wished    for    Annual    Parlia- 

"  ments  io  unite  with  those  who  were 

"  more  moderate,  and  thus  secure  a 

"  footing.     There  was  no  reason  for 

"  their  stopping  short,  and  he  did  not 

''  hold  it    to    be   inconsistent   in  the 

'',  friends  of   Annual    Parliaments  to 

^'  unite  with  the  more  moderate  Re- 

'^  formers,  and  to  obtain,   in  ihs  first 

'*  instance   a   beginning.      This    was 

'*  the  opinion    he    then  held,    and  he 

'*  had   never  deviated   from   it.     'J'hc 

"  Noble    Lord    was    much    mistakeu 

"  when    lie    supposed    that   the  mere 

**  production  of  a  speech  delivered  by 

"  him    (Mr.  B.)    at  a  Tavern,  would 

"^  make  him  swerve  from   the  line  of 

"  duty   merely   from   the  foolish   and 

'*  childish  desire  of  keeping  up  an  ap- 

''  pearance  of  consistency.  If  hcisup- 

"  posed  him  (Mr.  B.)  to  do  so,  he  was 
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*'  much  mistaken.  The  House  had 
**  heard  him  declare  his  intention  to 
**  reserve  his  right  of  being  heard, 
**  when  the  question  was  brought  fiilly 
**  under  the  consideration  of  the 
**  Ilouse/and  he  could  only  add,  thiEit 
**  he  would  still  reserve  to  himself  that 
*'  right,  uninfluenced  by  any  thing  the 
**  Noble  Lord  had  said.  He  again  re- 
•*  peated,  than  when  he  spoke  of  the 
*'  extension  of  suffrage,  it  should  be 
*'  to  those  who  paid  direct  taxes  only, 
**'  for  he  never  dreamt  of  it  going  fur- 
**'  ther.  As  to  the  miserable  motives 
*•'  alleged  to  have  actuated  him,  as  if 
V'  he  could  prostitute  him'^elf  at  one 
*-'  time  to  deliver  opinions  which  were 
i'  not  the  sentiments  of  his  heart,  for 
r'  the  purpose  of  being  carried  into  the 
*'  House  on  the  shoulders  of  a  rcfbhle^ 
*"  [hear  hear  !]  and  at  another  time 
**'  io  bend  to  prejuiVicc:?  he  might  have 
'^^  to  contend  with  in  the  House,  all  he 
j"  should  say  was,  that  he  treated 
*'  such  charges  with  the  contempt  they 
*'  deserved.  The  only  pain  he  felt, 
"  was  when  he  contemplated  ih^.folty 
*'  and  the  madness  of  some  zcild  i\\eO' 
*'  rists,  and  the  base  expedients  and 
^'  false  practices  they  madeuscof  to</?. 
''  vide  the  i^eople  from  the  Const  it  ut  ion  i^ 
''  merely  to  gratify  pnrty  purposes 
*'  and  to  compass  objects  in  wh'ch  the 
"  good  of  the  Country  zcas  n€»;lected^ 
"  wJiile  the  interests  of  one  or  tzco  in- 
^'  divi duals  zcas  the  all  in  all.  [Hear, 
"  hear,  hear!].  This  gave  him  more 
*-'  pain  than  ail  the  noble  Lord  had 
*'  said  or  could  say   [hear  !]." 

There  needs  little  comment.  The 
calling  of  Lord  Cochrane  "  a  tooV^  in 
the  hands  of  others;  the  calling  the 
paper  a  ^'groundless  a-fpersion ;^'  the 
**■  wannest  thanks''''  to  his  Lordship 
for  bringing  forward  such  aspersion; 
the  "  contempt'"'  expressed  at  the  im- 
putation of  the  '^  miserable  motive'''* 
for  making  the  pledge;  the  disdain 
expressed  at  the  idea  of  a  desire  to  be 
*'  carried  to  the  House  on  the  shoulders 
*' of  a  KABBLK,"  the  assertion 
about  i\\e  folitj  and  madness  of  some 
idld  theorists,  who  were  niaking  use 
of  base  expedients  and  falss  praC" 
(ices  io  divide  the  people  from  the 


Constituli(^n  for  the  mere  prxcate  inte- 
rests of  one  or  tzco  individuals  :  All 
these,  my  Lord,  shall  pass  for  what 
jhey  are  wo.th;  and,  I  fancy,  the 
full  valije  of  them  will  be  found  in  the 
pity  of  a  nation,  naturally  good-na- 
tured, and  never  prone  to  triumph 
ovef  a  fallen  adversary. 

But,   as  to   the  two  great    points  ; 
Annual  Parliaments  and  Universal Suf-- 
fraffe,  what  explanatioti  is  here  given  ? 
Why,  as  to  the  first,  as  to  annual  par- 
liaments, no  explanation  at  all.  J  ndeed, 
it  was  utterly  impossible.     Ingenuity 
equal  to  that  of  Lord  Peter  in  the  Tale 
of  a  Tub  could   riot   have  got  rid  of 
that  point.     And,  what  \ssvffrage  co- 
extensive with  taxation ;  what  is  that 
short  of  universal  suffrage,  when  every 
human  creature  in  the   country    pays 
heavy  taxes  ?   Oh  !  says  Mr.  Brougham, 
but  1  meant  "direct  taxes."    Meant! 
Why  did  you  not  say  so  then  ?  Meant ! 
You  meant  what  you  said^  to  be  sure  ; 
and  so  it  was  understood  unquestion- 
ably.    Besides,   my  Lord,  be  pleased 
to   consider  the   occasion  of  writing 
this  famous  pap  t.    It  was  the  gentle- 
man's creed ;  it  was  his  political  con- 
fession of  faith.    Lawyers  are  not  apt 
to  be  careless  in  their  use  of  words; 
they  are  not  veiy  much  in  the  habit  of 
leaving  their  meaning  dubious  from  a 
desire  to  abbreviate.     And,   upon  an 
occasion  like  the  one  here  mentioned, 
was    it    likely     that    the    gentleman 
would  deliberately,  after  two  days  of 
reflection,   put  upon  \)^\)Qv  that  ivhich 
he  did  not  mean  ?    Yet  it  is  not  of  the 
change  of  opinion  though  under  such 
jjeculiar  Circumstances^  that  any  rea- 
sonable man  will  find  fault  ;   it  is,  as 
Lord  Cochrane  truly  said,  the  aitxicks 
on  those  who  noiv  entertaih  the  same 
o4:)inions ;     the    charges  of  ieildriess, 
madness.,    miscJiievousness,  of  evil  de- 
signs   and    base    motives.^    piefcrred 
against  those  persons,  and  the  abuse 
heaped   upon  them   (i.J  the  Chronicle 
Speeches),    under  the  name  of   Mr. 
Brougham,  day  after  day.     This  was 
too  much  for  tlesh  and  blood  to  bear, 
and  the  noble  Lord  has  resented  it  in 
a  most  able,  manly  and  efl'ectual  man- 
ner.  "  A  few  days,"'  The  gentlemen^ 
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M'ho  held  flip  p]ed£;e,  were  to  wait  a  few  days, 
'nil  Mr.  Br()iij»liam  >»lionld  declarf  his  *;fiiti- 
nunts  !  /F/ta(  senriraentR  f  He  had  dorlared, 
tljHt  thos.  who  had  proposed  Annual  Parlia- 
ments and  Universal  Sujfrage.  vvere  deluders, 
and  tho»!e  who  li-tened  to  iheju  were  delud- 
ed :  h<'  had  called  these  proptx-itious,  *^  little 
*'. nostrums  nid  bi^  hlxtnderx  ^"  he  h»d  spoken 
oftht'  proiMoieis  uf  the  petitions  -A^voild,  mud, 
miichievnis  im«m».  Whs  not  ^;fef«}  a  pretty  tinl 
dec'arauon  of  his  neiitinienl^  ?  Wh»t  myit 
ivero  the  iiold^rs  of  the  pleUK©  to  wait  for? 

I  am  ortf  sorry  to  pei.ceive,  however,  th.)! 
t1ie  learned  ^('infefiian  iero.iv»'d,  ii»  the  Iioik 
of  ItJH  altered  tone.  t!ie  kind  ( ondolenle  of 
hi^  firentH.  Mr.  J^jiand  is  r*  posted  to  have 
«aid,  that  "'  his  learned  triend  had  vindieated 
"  — |jf.  ouuhl  rather  to  say  lit?  had  completely 
**  repcUed  the  nncnUcd  for  and  undeserved 
''■  attack  that  li>ul  hreiJ  ievellt'd  at  birn." — 
Mr.  LiTTiKTON  went  »Xii\  further,  as  ap 
pens  fioni  tl>e  report  ;  U*r  in^  *'  \hm 
•'/«n!y  thonirhr  that  his  learned  friend 
"  had  completely  vindicated  hi.«iself,  hut 
•^  said  tuai  lie  (Mr.  Little'on)  was  <piite 
*'  rea<ly  to  s/inre  in  any  odkun  that  mijilit 
'*  attach  to  his  tioDonrahJe  anil  learned  friend 
"  for  his  t'ondnet  on  this  iinpoi  tant  question." 
Upon  whicli  f  can  only  -sh^-,  my  Lord,  tiiat 
1  envy  the  uentleman  iiis  generosity  rather 
than  Ins  taste. 

Now,  tiien,  my  Lord,  what  is  thfi  sum  and 
•nb-^tiince  of  hH  that  I  have,  to  your  ureat  fa- 
tijjue.  I  am  atraid,  snhntitted  to  the  eonside- 
r+tJor»  of  your  L<»rd>hip?  Why,  it  is  this: 
t-hat  there  are  both  law  and  reaso7i  on  the 
«ide  of  Annual  Purlin i/i^^-nts  and  Universal 
Su/fraf^e  ;  that  thi^plan  ot  reform  has  aclt.'aily 
hfiMi,  within  these  forty yea48,  hron»;ht  before 
parliament,  in  the  shape  of  a  Bill,  \h'  oite  of 
•  lie  fust  peers  of  tlie  rf^alm  ;  and  that  those 
"rt'iio  have  been  the  m'>st  liar>*h  in  their  een- 
j<nre  of  the  present  Kttbiniers,  were,  a -v^ery 
little  wlnle  atro,  the  most  decided  advocates 
for  tliis  very  plan  of  rof^)rm. 

We  contcn<l,  that  we  are  rij;ht.  We  mat/, 
JU^vertheiess,  be  Wfon^';  but  we  want  tact 
and  ar;:unient  to  convince  ns  of  onr  er- 
lorsj  and  shall  pever  be  convinced  by  abuse. 
We  shall  never  be  convinced  by  the  Si- 
lifcnie  Pla^'eiiten, -who  write  in  the  Quar- 
terly Review;,  aimI  who  i.ctrially  propose 
the  .sjlencinjr  of  «s  by  f(/rce.  In  fhort, 
my  Lord,  they  nie  these  infamotis  words: 
"  The  press  may  combat  the  press  in  ordinary 
''  rm»e^  and  upon  mdinary  topics  ;  a  measure 
"  <>ff:n'mce,  for  instance,  or  the  common  course 
'*-6f  politics,  or  a  point  of  iheohsy.  But,  in 
"  seasons  of  frreut  agitation,  on  those  momen 
"  tons  subjects  tn  which  the  peace  and  sccii;  iry 
''  ot  societv ,  n  iv  the  very  existenceot  socjal 
"  o'<ler  itself  is  invoUeil,  it  is  ab^nrd  to 
*'  snppose,  that  the  healintj  will  come  tiom 
*■  llie  -Hme  weapon  as  the  woiuui."  'J'hen, 
after  sayinjf  that  the  people  receive  my 
Jouinal  ''  with  entire  faith  ;  thdt  it  serves 
"  them  for  law  and  for  i:((.^pc'l,  for  their  creed 
'•nnritlieir  ten  commandments;  that  they 
''  talk  by  ir  and   swear   bj  >i  ;  and  they  a;!,- 


"  ready  to  liv^  by  it,  and  tt)  ^5«  Wy  U.".  Aftw 
this,  these  writers  propose,  t4iat  it  should  foe 
put  down  by  foree  of  law,  and  tiiey  nui«t  meaa 
neto  law  too. 

Can  yotir  Lordship  form  ati  idea  of  awy 
thint;  more  foul,  more  ba^-e  than  tiMsf  if  tli« 
people  do   swear   by   my   little    book,   tlwy 
must,  I  hope,  be  iti  the  riflit  way;  tor  irev<eir 
(lid  any  man  more  sednlo«sly  propatjate  pr<s- 
cepts  ot  peace,  harmoiiy,  patience,  foititiidcj 
and  obedience  to  tlwj  laws,    I  do  tee*  f>rw*<?^ 
I  most  feel  proud,  at  the  wonderinl  extent^lf 
my  writinys;  but  I  feci  inuci)  nnji^  prwiid  m 
the  reflection,    that   those  writings,  withowt 
appf'alinj;  to  the   low  passions  of  Hien,  bnt 
relying  for  snccess  on   the  toice  of  truth  atidf 
reason,  have  greatly  tended  to  ^^wJi^jhteoi  the 
nnderstandint;s  of  the  people  and  thereit^v  to 
prevent   those  violences   wliieh   have  alw-ays 
iieietofore,  in  this  conntry   and  iw  ali  oth«r 
conntrifs,  beew  the  inseparable  compaiiiojw 
of  great    national  misery.     Yonr   Lordf^hif* 
has  trnly    observed,  that  the  conduct  of  the 
p^^ople    is    meritorions  beyond  all   exainpJe- 
Indeed  the  spectacle  ot  probably /««**  ^m/ft- 
ons  of  people  havum,  at  ditterent  pJaces  intt 
in  la»g;e  bodies  to  petition  on   the  subject  «f 
grievances,  without  a   sioi;:le   riot   or    act  of 
vinlence,  i^  mie  of  the  most  f»ra«i  a«  weli  as 
most  aiitctinj;   that  ever  prevented  itseU   i<b 
the  mind  of  nnm;  and  it  is   so  honourable  !• 
on*  national  character,  tliat  weninst  iiur«aiKl 
abhor  th*.-  wret-ch.  who  calls   himself   an  JKm- 
Klishman,  and  who  can  sr e  it  without  dehtjhc. 
Yet,  these   i5ine<-.ore  Placemen  ot  the  Uoar- 
terlyRevi,ew, would  iiavt  ani(!??;>rm«f  J<r,  a  pr-o- 
hibition,  enacted  against  the  wiJtinj»s,  whicSa 
above    all  (tlhets,  have  contributed  t<owai/j« 
the  prodiicini?  ot   this  jm>Ht  afholiable  tiie*'t. 
Yonr   Loidsliip   has   heard   eawni^h  about 
t'iie   LibeJlons    £»ill   -j  osted    n]>    ajiaJnst    i\Ji- 
HuNT;  you    have   read    also    of    a   placaKJ, 
postwl    np    to  excite   riot   at  the  last  .fe|ja- 
ifields  Meetini.%   and,  from   th«  exaKrina^ioffl* 
oefoie  the  Lord  Mayor,  you   have  s-een  tJiat 
.placaid  traced  to   its  source,     I-co^iJd  pr«*-e^ 
tiut  a  pulling  bill  ai^ain^t  7X^  was  isMied  oiiC« 
.in  the  haitds   o\  ^ive  bill-stickers,  from  tlxf. 
Coviiier  Oiflce^  to  be  stock  «|)  in  iUe  iletid 'of 
nighty  and  tliat  some  of  these  peopJe,  having 
been  taken  into  cn-tody  by  tht?  watch,  weir«; 
lelcased     by  the  Constable  ot  the  nijiht  «poo 
Mieir  telling   him  who  were    their  employer^.. 
Whatman  yonr  Lord>liip;    what  ca«  any  ho- 
nourable man,  think  of  these  transactions^ 

is  it,  my  Lord,  i njiammntory  lumier  that  E 
iiave  here  been  doing  myself  the  honour 
of  addressing  to  yonr  Lordship  ?  Yet  ot  thi« 
very  stamp  have  all  my  writings  tjeeii  tht 
many  years  past.  The  soljjects  that  1  treat 
of,  :>n{l  of  \;lvich  to  treat  i>  my  taste  and  my 
delii;Jit,  are  all  of  a  natnre  to  proJnce  think- 
in^.  and  to  call  forth  the  rea«oniny  facnlti*^ 
of  the  mind.  How  in'nch  lave  we  heard  oif 
plans,  and  liow  many  hiinOieds  of  tiion.sand>H 
of  ponnds  have  we  >een  expended,  in  or.d«^r 
to  rniigUten  the  people!  And,  if  this  I*- 
leaily  ihe  object  ot  the  promoters  of  th*>se 
^'luib,  what  praise  i^  nut  due.  tioui  thenj  *« 
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me,  wlio  am  endeavonrinc  to  rommiinipate  to 
the  people  at  larjje  all  ih^t  I  havf  arqiiiie<I 
from  a  life  of  application  an^t  t^xpereiK^f  ; 
who  am,  in  short  endeavountig  t(»  take  on 
head  full  ot"  useful  kiiowtedjje,  ami  to  clip 
ft  safe  and  soim  4  upon  every  pair  of  ^tiO(lldels 
All  the  kin^^dom  P 

**  The  r:Hce  that  write,"  are,  my  Lord,  bu( 
too  generally  spvakijg.  full  ot  e?ivy  The 
partiality  of  m.jtt)trs  for  their  clwldren  is  a 
iriflinsj  weakness,  comp»r«'d  to  that  of  au- 
Ihorss  for  their  work*;  and,  in  both  cases, 
the  partiality  is  ir-M«jlly  strong  in  proportion 
to  tl>e  wortlilessness  of  rgoiject;  hecaue 
parental  fondHey)*  steps  forward  as  a  Cornpen- 
.sation  for  the  nejilect  or  contenjpt  or  hatred 
nf  the  woild.  But  nnba[>py  authors,  not 
content  witli  blindiy  doating^  ou  their  ov\n 
unsiicc.t^i«sful  progeny,  always  endeavour 
to  avenge  their  disappoint ntent  atid  shame 
on  those  of  a  ditfereitt  description.  This  if 
the  case,  at  thijj  njoment,  with  tlie  Qiiarltrly 
Kevievvers.  and  with  many,  many  otheis. 
They  would  tear  me  to  pieces  for  wrjtinjLj ; 
they  would  tear  the  people  to  pieces  for 
reading  ;  they  wgujd  chop  off  niy  hand,  and 
^)l«ck  out  thepeople's  eyes  :  and  tlii«,or8onie- 
tlnng  very  near  to  tUis,  they  or  somei^ody 
else,  must  do,  before  I  bhall  cease  to  write, 
•r  the  people  to  read. 

This  very  inon»ent  a  Second  Edition  of  the 
rouuiER  comes  kiudly  to  inform  me,  tliat  the 
Gneen Bug  has  brought  forth,  amon;^<t  other 
Ihiiif^'*,  a  repurt  relative  to  **  the  publication 
*'  of  injiammatorij  and  seditious  work«  at  a 
'*  CHEAP  rate,*  the  end  and  iutention  ol 
*'  which  is  to  root  out  all  feelings  oH  teli^ion 
*■'  and  muTality,  and  to  excile  a  hatred  ^tui 
"  contempt  for  the  EXISTING  STATE  OF 
*'  THINGS."  A,  all !  Say  you  so  !  Well!  Bni 
are  there  not  plenty. of  laws  already  for  the 
punisiinjent  of  seditious  writings,  and  also  of 
irnliifious aud  immoral  wrixing!^?  OU,  yes!  AJy 
work  ca-Kuot  be  meant,  then !  Yet  there  is 
th»t  uj^ly  word  CHEAP!  Why,  in  the  name 
«*f  goods-iesn,  dialike  cheap  publications?  I 
thought  that  all  the  kiiid,  all  the  benevolent 
all  the  religions,  h\[  the  juoral,  all  the  ^/ti/wM- 
ikropic,  all  thf  good,  dear  Bible  and  i\cht;ioU'* 
Trad  Societies,  wore  eutfeavonijii^  tjyailiiie 
means  in  djeir  power,  to  send  fortit  CHEAP 
jjublicrttions.  What!  It  surely  cannot  oc  an 
objection  to  a  publicatiois,  tiai  it  i^  CHEAP! 
How  are  tlie  jteople  to  4fet  at  reading:  if  thev 
cniuot  have  it  CHEAP!  Tliese  CHE4P 
publications  do,  it  seemS;  according  (o  the 
CotiVier's  account  of  the  Greeu  Ha;,',  tend  to 
^xcitt'  a  hatred  and  contempt  for  the  EX- 
LVliNG  STATE  OF  THINGS.  This  is  .. 
very  large  phrase-  If  itliad  said  tor  tiie  fiingy 
i'r>r  the  Parliament,  for  the  Lord^,  for  the 
Church,  for  the  LaivSy  there  wonid  iiave  been 
a  clear  meaning  ;  but  tue  existing  state  of 
Hitngi  may  meaw  Sinecures,  Ptjisions,  Grants, 
yiandin;;  Army,  a  cerl<d  i  Uiode  of  yetlin;? 
seat-^ ;  it  may  me.i^j  tlie  paup«  risn;  ajid  misery 


that  now  overspread  this  formerly  happy 
country.  However,  my  Lord,  if  a  Law  were 
to  be  passed  aiiam^t  CHEAP  publications,  I 
can  assure  your  Lordbhip,  that  no  general 
classification  would  hide  the  real  object.  All 
the  people  in  Lni^tand  would  nuder.stand  most 
clearly  witat  was  meank  But,  niy  Lord,  iKf 
thing  short  of  a  TOrAL  BREAKING  UV 
OF  THE  PKESS  could  sever  the  people  of 
EujjJand  from  my  writings.  If  a  law  were 
passed  t^o  make  my  writings  of  high  pricCf 
the  people  would  club  their  two-pences  to 
get  at  them,  and  they  would  value  them 
the  more,  and  s*ek  them  with  more  avi- 
dity, on  account  of  what  thry  cuftd  not 
but  regard  as  a  prohibitiwo.  Whether 
any  attempt  of  th#  sort  will  he  made  i» 
more  than  I  can  say ;  but,  of  one  thingr  I  am 
very  sure,  tl^t  nothiuij  short  of  a  direct  fin," 
primutur ;  nothing  short  of  a  Censorship  ; 
that  is  to  say,  nothing  ^hort  of  the  Govern- 
ment having  the  power  to  examine  work* 
be/ore  thej  be  printed,  and  t>>  forbid  their 
being  printed  if  it  chooses ;  nothiug  short 
of  this,  vviil.  Can,  or  shall  keep  my  writings 
from  the  e^es  of  rny  sutfering.  countryme«. 
More  than  a  MILLION  of  my  little  books 
have  hoen  sold  within  tiie  last  six  mintljs; 
and,  thou<ih  the  people  are  tornj*  ::ted  with 
the  gjiawings  of  starvation  ;  fh-.u^^  i  this  is 
acknowledged  and  proclainted  ii  parliament 
as  well  as  out,  not  .'►♦se  riot,  n«t  a  single 
breach  of  the  peace,  has  cccnrred  at  any  of 
those  luKuerous  aiul  muititudinouH  asseni- 
hhiges,  where  the  priuetples  of  my  little 
bnr»k  have  been  held  forth  and  acted  on. 
Hundreds  of  Gentlemen  are  rea;iy  to  attest, 
that  it  is  their  firm  belief,  that  the  exemplary 
patience  atid  fortitude  of  the  people  and  the 
consequent  peace  of  the  country  are  to  be, 
in  a  great  degree,  ascribed  to  the  int^ucnc® 
of  thi«  litt'e  book  ;'  and,  yet,  in  the  face  of 
a! I  this —-but,  it  is  useless  t«  talk  :  no- 
thing short  of  an  hnprimalur  will,  can,  or 
shall  keep  mv  writings  from  the  eyes  of  my 
suffering  and  faithful  counlaymen,  who  will, 
I  luve  no  doubt,  in  m-my  place-:,  send  up 
pttitionrs     \  time  agJii:-ift  any  sur'h  wjeasnre, 

III  the  till  co-;viction,  iha-t  your  Lord'>hip 
will  hold  in  abhorrence  all  tin?-se  attempts  at 
foi!l  j)lay,  and  in  tl»e  anxious  hope,  that  you 
will  ilo  me  tlie  honour  to  lend  yonr  patikul 
attention  ta  what  I  have  here  written, 
I  ao). 

VTiih  the  greatest  respect. 
Your  Lordship's  most  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  CoBBExr. 

P.  S.  I  intrhf^ed  tn  have  offered  some  re- 
marks upon  the  rm»iu*tances  of  the  People's 
conduct  at  their  public  meetings  in  neveral 
P^rts  of  th3  kingdo:u.  especially  at  Worcester^ 
Birmingham,  and  Carlisle.  But,  wjjnt  oF 
room  caiiipeis  me  to  postpone  tliese  'till  uvy 
ntfxt.  as  well  as  the  correction  of  an  error  as-r 
to  the  cau*c  of  the  disturbances  in  i-Vaks. 


CignteceD  ac  ^tatmuviS'  ^all. 
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PAPfiR  AGAINST  GOLD. 

JFor  th*  use  of  Schools  and  of  Youwj 
Persons  in  general. 

The  Numbejjs  of  this  Work  (ptice 
2il.  each)  succeed  each  other  regularly 
every  week. — Jf  Mr.  Vaiisittart 
wUl  lay  omt  a  few  iwo^pences,  he  will 
find  them  turn  to  a  better  account  thao 
the  nostrums  tksit  the  fiiacks  in  Haance 
are  Dow  urging  him  to  adopt  far  the 
purpose  of  reriykig  majoufactures  and 
agricultttre.— i — The  Week  after  next 
wUJ  be  published  the  First  Number 
ei  Cobhe4.t's  Parliamentary  Register, 
p*lce  Two-pence.~»It  will  contain 
ab^t  20  Numbers  for  the  Session. 


TO    THE 

PEOPLE  OF  HAMPSHIRE. 

O-fi  the  jRejJotts  made  to  Parliament. — Oa 
the  Haheas  Corpus  Suspensisiu — Oji 
ike  Sedition  Bills  and  Treason  Bills. — 
On  the  state  to  which  we  are  reduced. 

LottdoHf  March  5.  18l7. 
My  Good  Neighhoubs, 

Yesterday  the  act  passed  the  Royal 
Assent!  It  is  now  a  lawf  and  to  this 
law  we  mnst  now  &ubmil !  For  many, 
many  years,  I  have  been  warning  my 
country  against  the  measures,  which 
have  finally  brought  us  to  this  pass ; 
md,  thvse  aiaon^  you,  who  have  been 
}&  the  hkbit  of  attfiadiug  the  Meetings 


.  at  Wicchflster,  will  remember  how 
the  gmater  part  of  the  farmerii  and 
of  ail  those  who  seemed  to  be  in  ra- 
ther higher  life  thau  the  rest  used  to 
scoff  at  nie,  when  I  foretold  to  you 
a^l  what  would  be  the  end  of  th^. 
tilings  whiclil  used  to  complain  of.-^ 
Those  persons  must  now  bc^in  to  feel 
some  degree  of  alarm  and  shame;  but 
this  feeling  comes  too  late. 

I  have  no  s.crupie  to  say,  that  this 
is  the  most  important  event  that  ha« 
taken  place  in  the  world  for  hundreds 
of  years ;  because  it  changes,  in  tht 
most  important  part,  the  state  of  (his 
nation,  which  is,    and  long  has  been, 
of  gii?aterconseq^nence  than  any  oth^r 
nation.      The    event   itself  being  so 
awfully  important,    you,    and   every 
Englishman  ought  to  know  what  has 
produced  it.      When    our  childrea^s 
children  fhali  read  of  this  evejit,  thev 
will  be  ail  anxiety  to  kuQw  what  Kas 
the  cause  ofit;  what  was  the  cau^  of 
putting,    for  several    months   at  the 
least,  the  Personal  Safeti)  of  every 
man,  however  innocent  ha  may    be^ 
within  the  cbsolute  pozccr  of  a  Secra^ 
tary  of  State,  or  of  Six  Privy  Coun- 
cillors. 

This  measure  was  proposed  to  tie 
two  HoubCs,  in  consequence  of  a  Ra- 
port  to  each  House,  made  by  a  Stf^pet 

Committee  of  c*ash  Home,  and  thesQ 

K 
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Reports  were  made  upon  certain  evi- 
ilenccy  produced  to  those  Secret  Com- 
miifees.     The    progress   of   the  pro- 
ceedings, in  ti>e  House  of  Conrmons, 
for  instance,  was  as  follows  : — 
1 .  The  Prince,  in  his  speech,  speaks 
oi  designing  and  evii'tnindedmeu^ 
who  are  endeavouring  to  seduce 
the   people    into   unlawful   acts; 
and  he  expresses  his  confidence, 
that  Parliament  will  cordially  co- 
Qperate    with  him  in  suppressing 
this  evil, 
^.  The    Ministers    bring,     by    the 
Priuce*'s  order,  a  Bag,  containing 
a  parcel   of  papers,  which,  they 
say,  prove  that  there  is  a  design 
to  make  a  revoltition  and  destroy 
the  government ;  and,  upon  this, 
they  moved  for  a  Secret  Commit- 
tee to  inquire  into   the  contents 
of  the  Bag,  and  to  make  a  Re- 
port  to   tlie   whole   House    upon 
the  subject,  and  to  say  uliai ought  [ 
to    be  done  in    consoquence   of 
th<^se  contents. 
3.  The  Committee  was  a4)pointed  in. 
this  way  :    It  was  to  consist  o{ 
iicentij-ojie  members.    Each  mem- 
ber xi  the  House  pUt  21   names 
upon   a   bit   of  pnpcr,    aud    then 
put  that  papei"  into   a  glass,    or 
box.     Then  the  whole  of  the  pa- 
pers  arc    taken  out,  and   the  21 
men,  whose  names   are  upon  iha 
grenlest  number  of  bits  ©f  paper, 
are  the   Committtel    So  you  see, 
M.iit  CA\   wMfhcver  si  da   the   ma- 


jority of  the  House  is,  that  side 
must  have  the  choosing    of  the 
Committee.  This  is  called  choos- 
ing by  ballot  ;  but,  what  people 
in  general  think  about  bedlU   is, 
tliat  the  names  of  all  the  Mem- 
hers  in  the  House  are  put  into  a 
glass,  OT  box,  and  then  the  (irst 
twenty-one,  taken  out promiscU' 
Giislij,  like  a  jurij,  are  the  Com- 
mittee. You  see,  that  this   is  no 
such  a  thing;  and,  indeed,  it  was 
so  well  known  who  would  be  the 
members  of  the  Committee,  that 
Mr.  Brougham  actually  read  the 
21  names  to  the  House  before  the 
papers  w£re  put  into  the  box. 

4.  This  was  the  Committee,  to  whom 
the  papers  were  roferred.  They 
assembled,  looked  at  the  contents 
»f  the  Bag,  which  contents  had 
been  collected  by  the  ministers. 

5.  They  made  a  Report ;  that  is  to 
say,  they  drew  up  an  account, 
founded  on  these  papers,  and  laid 
it  before  the  X'louse.  And,  in 
both  Houses  of  Parliament,  thft 
Report  concludes  with  stating, 
that  the  Laic^y  as  thei)  novo  stand, 
are  not  sufficient  to  preserve  the 
peace  of  the  country. 

6.  The  Ministers  come  and  propose 
neiv  laics;  one  to  make  it  death 
to  attempt  to  seduce  either  sol-  ; 
diers  or  sailors  from  their  duty: 
another  to  make  it  treason  to  do 
certain  acts  relative  to  the  en- 
dangering;   the     person    of    tiie 
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'Prince  Regent;  another  to  pre- 
vent puWic  meetings  unle^  un- 
der  new   regulations,    and     for 
'     checking  the  circulation  of  cer- 
tain  pamphlets,    &c. ;    and   an- 
other, wliich  is  the  all-in-all ,  for 
suspending  the   Habeas   Corpus 
Act,  and,  thereby,  putting  every 
man's  person    in    the   power  of 
the   Ministers,    to    enable  them 
to  shut    it   up   at    their    ahsolu,te 
pleanure^  without  any  limit  what- 
ever, except   that  the  Act,  as  it 
now  stands,   is  to  last  only  ti<ll 
JiU}/  next;  but,  this  Act  may  be 
reneimd  beforti  July   next,   and, 
that  it  ivill  be  renewed,  who  can 
doubt?      For,    can   the  country 
possibly  be  more  quiet  then  than 
it  is  now  ? 
After  this  brief  history  of  the  pro- 
ceedings,   which   have  more    immedi- 
ately led    to    the   shocking    state  of 
things,  it  will    only  be  necessary  to 
insert  the  Reports  themselves,  in  or- 
der to  enable  y«u  to  f»rni  a  correct 
judgmefjt    as    to  the  grounds  of    the 
laws  that  have  been  passed.     These 
Reports   are    immortal  documents. — 
They  should  be  read  by  you  all,  and 
preserved  as  you  would  preserve  your 
eye-sight.     Read  them  over  and  over 
again  ;    put  them  by    and   then  take 
them  out  again.     How  you,  my  good 
neiglibours,    awd    ail    the    people    of 
Kn£,land,   will    be    surprised    to  find, 
that,   upon    these    Reports    of  Com- 
mittees  formed    as    above    described,  j 


and  without  any  evidence  of  any  sort 
submitted  to  their  oz:;n  inspection^  the 
two  Houses  have,  by  vast  majorities, 
proceeded  to  take  away  even  our  per- 
sonal snfefy^  and  to  make  it  possible 
for  any  man,  however  innocent,  to  be 
taken  out  of  his  bed  and  carried  away 
to  a  prison,  without  any  hearings  eveii 
before  the  Secretary  of  State  who 
shall  sign  the  warrant  for  his  impri- 
sonment. 

In  ord^r  to  rouse  the  nation  to 
make  all  the  legal  efforts  in  their 
power  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  this  terri- 
ble law  oi  suspensions  the  first  thing  is 
to  make  them  clearly  understand  the 
grounds  on  which  it  has  been  passed  ; 
to  make  them  see  the  allied  grounds, 
and  to  enable  them  to  form  an  opinion 
as  to  the  real  grounds.  When  that  is 
done,  they  will  have  the  matter  fall  ia 
their  minds ;  and  they  will  see  what  it 
is  that  has  produced  the  evil. 

It  is  said,  that  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act 
has  been  suspended  before^  so  that  .this 
is  no  new  thing.  This,  therefore,  is 
a  point  of  great  moment.  The  Act 
has  been  suspended  before ;  but  un- 
der what  circumstances  ?  It  was  sus- 
pended in  the  reign  of  George  I.  when 
there  was  a  Pretender  to  the  Throne 
living  in  France,  and  supported  by  the 
kins:  of  France,  and  when  there  were 
many  powerful  men  in  England  who 
were  plottiEg  wi.*i  that  Pretender  to 
brin^  him  over,  and  to  put  down  the 
Family  then  upon  the  throne.  Were 
ihess  circumstances  I'iko  iho^e  of  tJi» 
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pitsent  ^ay  ?     A  French    army  was 
flien    in    readiness  to  come   over    to 
•ssist  that  Pretemdcr,   and  it  was  very 
veil  knowwj  that  many  men,  aod  men 
of  weight  too,    were   ready    to  join 
thill  French  army.     It  was,  therefore, 
necessary  to  give  great  powers  to  the 
government  in  order  that  they  might, 
upon  any  sudden  emergency,  lay  hold 
#f  any  man  suspected  of  a  design  to 
aid  in  such  an  enterprige;  because,  li 
i-aiicped  to  remain  at  large,  he  might 
join  the  enemy  and  greatly  add  I©  the 
<^8ngcr  a»d  the  W«©dsk©d.     Bni  dees 
gny  sach  cause  of  fear  exist  now  ?  We 
«f€  at  peace,  and  in  close  alliance,  with 
*H  the  kings  of  Europe ;  their  swiifjccts 
af «  all  in  a  state  of  f^aiert  submission ; 
ifeerc  is  no  Pr^tcfider;    n©  roan   at 
h^mt,  who  has  any  ^veIght  at  all,  pro- 
looses,  or  even  hintu  at,  any  chaage  in 
the  estabHsbed  things  of  the  eovintr}'^; 
%hwe  has   b^en   no  attempt  of  any 
ttaiX  to  effect  Roform   by    i^iolwjoe; 
^  «Dd,  therefore,  there  is  no  «crt  of  re- 
^-•ffnbisEMe  in  i^  circim^stasices  «f  the 
tw»  eas«s. 

)n  the  rei^  of  Ceotge  l\.  the  Msk- 
^eas  Corpus  A©t  was  suapea^ded  ;  but 
tfeen,  not  ©niy  wa«  t^re  a  Pyetdttder 
kving  i^  France  aad  enct^iiag^d  and 
support^  by  the  Iwftg  of  Frai>#«,  but 
ke  actnaliy  lauded  in  Scotlaod,  was 
j«la6dbylaj:§enuKibersand  by  several 
iiobiemen,  niarciied  towards  London 
at  the  laead  €»f  an  atuay,  ajKl  got  as  isxi 
as  Carlisle.  ¥Dd»r  suah  eircum- 
i*taeee»  U  was  tki  ^ki^  ^arf  4fe«  Par- i 


liament  to  empower  the  Ministers  te 
seize  and  keep  safe  persons  suspected 
of  a  design  to  join  the  6nemy.  But, 
to  attempt  to  justify  the  suspensioa 
n<?w,  becaose  a  suspension  took  place 
Men,  would  be  like  proposing  to  cut 
off  a  man's  erm  on  account  of  a  pin- 
sera  tck  upon  his  iinger,  Because  » 
man's  arm  hsid  once  been  cut  off  ok 
aecount  of  a  mortification  ef  lu» 
hand. 

The  aet  wss  suspended  during  tke' 
first   war  egainst   the  French  Reve-^ 
lutionists.   But,  at  that  time,  we  were 
at  war  with  a  very  populous. and  pew-. 
e^rfuI  nation,  who  had  destroyed  tbei# 
Church  and  Nebility,  put  their  kinj 
to  death,  declared  their  country  to  be 
a  Repub!i«,  and  bad  offered  their  as-, 
sistance  to  any  other  oppressed  people 
to  enable  them  to  do  the  same  in  t/mf 
country.     This  was  denied  to  aim  iat 
England  ;  but,  at  any  rate,  there  wa* 
this  preiim^e*     Then    it   is   eertainly 
true,   Uiatdeles^atdfi  frem  Societi«^  im 
Enf  lami  bad  g^ne  te,  and  been  re«eir« 
led  by  th«  French  Conventiea.     Thie 
was  another  pr^tenm.     It  is  ake  cer- 
tain, Ibat^  ia  many  publicatiens  and 
epe«^be«  it  was  openly  avewed,  that  it 
would  be  desir>ablo  to  ereet  a  Repub- 
Ik  in  Engkiid.     Most  men  of  Hbefol 
mkads  opposed  aiost  strenuously  Uie 
saspeufiion    even  then.     Yet   taking 
into  viow  only    the  circumstance  of 
w)«r,  and  the  tJiara^r  of  the  enemy  ; 
and  siispposing  no  Rep»ibli©an  d(»signs 
to  has-e  rcabLf   e9?«itiD<8l. ;    takiti^  th%* 
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matter  in  this  Kght,  how  verif  diffsrsrd 
are  the  two  ca«es  I  Not  only  are  we  at 
peace  now  with  all  the  world ;  but  a 
war  18  almost  impossible.  Not  only 
are  the  French  not  repvblicanSf  biat 
Uhey  are  become /?oya^>^*,  after  Iraving 
tried  Republicanism,  and  we  are  daily 
4ind  hourly  told,  that  they  ar&  happy 
«ndcr  their  return  to  a  kingly  govern- 
Tnent ;  and,  so  far  from  tlieir  king 
being  our  enemy,  he  h -oynT  friend  and 
^ly.  Not  only  hare  we  nothiflg  from 
wLthoKt  to  encourflge  any  body  heie 
io  think  of  a  change  in  the  form  of 
government;;  but  the  very  men,  who, 
(lirough  the  pre«s,  justify  this  suspen- 
sion of  our  liberties  and  even  our 
Personal  S(tfet^^  tell  us,  in  the  same 
breath,  that  we  live  under  a  govern- 
ment, which  is  the  admiration  and  cnvi/ 
oi  the  world  ! 

Therefore  if  I  were  tc  allow,  which 
I  do  not,  that  the  suspension,  was 
justifiable  during  the  war  against  the 
French  Republicans,  I  should  for  the 
very  sajne  reasons,  amongst  many 
others,  deny  that  it  was  justiiiabie 
^oiv.  Thus  then,  the  assertion,  that 
the  suspension  is  not  a  new  thing  is  all 
sopliistry;  it  is  a  base  attempt  to  de- 
ceive the  people,  io  blind  them,  to 
hush  their  well-grounded  fears,  and 
to  reconcile  them  to  a  measure,  which, 
if  it  remain  any  considerable  tiilie  in 
forcf,  must,  as  every  one  must  see, 
be  tiie  cause  of  endless  misery  and 
^degradation. 

I  am  well  awarc^  thai  there  ?rc  peo- 
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pie  enough  to  say :  ^'  What  is  ihn 
*'  Suspension  of  the  Habefis  Corpus 
"  Kcito  7ns?  I  am  on  the  side  of 
*^  tlM  Ministers;  Qr,  /  njei:er  meddlt 
"  with  politics*  I  slitU  be  as  safe  aS 
*•  if  the  act  had  never  passed.  The 
'^  act  will  be  a  dead  letter  as  far  as 
^^  relates  to  w^."  So  it  will,  perhaps, 
ai  to  direct  effect;  and  it  cer tairrfy 
vrill  be  so  as  far  as  relates  to  horf>es, 
oxf!B,  mules,  asses,  hogs,  dog.«,  cats, 
poultry,  fish,  posts,  and  stones ;  but,  the 
man,  who  docs  not  perceive,  that  this 
act  will  alTect  him  indirectiy,  and  who 
doe>.  not  feel  paUi  and  shame  at  seeing 
it  passed  und^r  the  present  cirtnm* 
stances,  is,  in  the  scale  of  animal  hfe, 
far  inferior  in  merit  to  a  horse  or  a 
dog.  The  truth  Lb,  that  every  man, 
be  he  who  or  whcvt  he  mny,  unleE.«i 
selfishness  has  made  hira  a  brute,  does 
feel  deep  sorrow  arid  shame  upon  this 
occasion ;  and,  these  ihiserable  pre* 
tances  of  being  contented  under  this 
state  of  things,  aad  of  not  being  af- 
fected by  it,  arise  out  of  a  desire  to 
hide  the  pain  and  &hame  that  they 
feel  :  to  hide  the  feeling  from  their 
neighbours,  and,  if  it  were  possible, 
from  themselves;  just  as  we  always 
hear  men  endeavour  io  console  them- 
selves for  the  loss  of  things  which  i\%Qy 
see  no  prospect  of  preserving  or  re- 
gaiJiing  ;  thongti  the  very  same  things 
had  been  but  a  little  whiJe  before  t!ic 
pride  and  the  happiness  of  th-'^ir  livc^.. 
This  pretence  however  will  beconiti 
('wry  duv  more  fa&liiii liable.     To  af- 
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feet  to  despise  the  Personal  Safety 
Law  will  be  as  much  in  fashion  as  it 
is  amongst  cast-off  lovers  to  affect  to 
despise  their  former  sweet-hearts ; 
and,  in  a  very  sUort  time,  if  the  sus- 
pension act  be  permitted  to  continue 
in  force,  w'c  shall  hear  it  applauded  as 
a  liiclri/  measure,  just  as  we  did  the 
stoppage  of  cash- payments  at  the 
Bank,  which  for  a  little  while,  was 
regarded  as  the-  most  ruinous  measure 
that  ever  was  adopted,  and  which, 
nozv^  it  has  proved  to  be,  that  mea- 
sure being  the  great  cause   of  all  tiie 


Wheriy  then,  if  not  nov:^  is  this  act 
ever  to  be  repealed  ?  it  has  been 
passed  in  a  time  oi  profound  peace  ;  it 
cannot  be  denied  tliat  the  patience  of 
the  people  has  been  unparalleled; 
they  have  met  in  immense  multitudes 
all  over  the  kingdom  to  petition; 
they  have  been  guilty  of  no  outrages, 
no  breaches  of  the  peace ;  goaded 
and  provoked  in  all  soris  of  ways, 
they  have  made  no  attacks  on  the  per- 
sons or  the  property  of  the  rich: 
and,  if  the  act  be  ciillod  for  tiou:, 
when,    I  again   ask,    is    it  to  cease? 


present  miseries,  and    even    of  these     IVhen  is   to  come  the  time,  when  it 
last    fatal     measures     of    restraint. —    will  jiot  be  called  for,  and  when  there 


When  that  measure  was  first  adopt- 
ed, it  was  only  for  six  weeks ;  then 
ftjr  three  inoniJis  ;  then  for  a  year ! 
then  to  the  end  of  the  uar ;  then  for 
t\\e  first  year  of  peace  ;  then  for  one 
more  year;  then  for  the  neio  xzar ; 
then  for  a  year  of  peace;  and  now 
for  ti30  years  :  and  thus  it  has  already 
gone  on  Ui  to:enty  years!  And,  if 
the  Suspension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus 
Act  be  suffered  to  be  renewed  but 
once ;  if  it  be  not  repealed  indeed 
almost  immediately,  what  hoj)e  can 
any  man  of  sense  eutertai-n,  that  it 
will  ever  be  repealed  ?  Can  the  Coun- 
try ever  be  more  qiiici  than  it  is  now  ? 
Ciin  it  be  more  prosperous  and  less 
vdscrabU  as  long  as  ilie  fuiiding  sys- 
tem to  its  present  e.xtent  shall  tabt  "i 
Will  coininerce,  manufaflnros,  a;';(l 
iigi  icultnre  revive  under  tiiat  load 
wliieh   hr.s  .cru::hed    iheai    to  pieces  ? 


will  not  be  found  persons  to  justify 
its  continuance  ? 

Let  no  one,  therefore,  deceive 
himself  with  the  expectation  of  a 
return  from  this  path  at  some  future 
time.  The  Petitions  for  a  refeal  must 
be  sent  up  now  or  never.  It  will  be  a 
striking  fact  in  history,  that,  on  the 
very  night  that  this  Bill  made  its  last 
appearance  in  the  Ilopse  of  Common?, 
there  lay  upon  the  iloor  of  that 
House,  nearly  siuc  hundred  pelitions, 
signed  by  one  million  at^  sixty  thou.- 
sand  7nen,,  praying  for  Parliamentary 
Refcnn.  They  had  been  carried 
down  in  Hackney  €caches^  and  had 
been  carried  in  by  Sir  Francis  Burdctt 
and  Lord  Cochrane  ;  and.  when  the, 
(wo  Masters  in  C'lianeery  came  in  to 
aunour.ce  (hat  (lie  Lords  had  finished 
(he  Biil,  thpy  were  unable  to  approach 
'  (lie  (able,  the  whole  spnoy^  cf  several 
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yard?,   from    the    Bar  to  the   Table, 
being  filled  with  this  immense  heap  of 
Petitions !      There  had  been  pptitions, 
with  several  hundred  thousand  names, 
presented  before,  and  praying  for  the 
same  thing  ;  and  Sir  Francis  Burdett, 
when  the   Bill    came  down  from  the 
Lord^,  emphatically  observed,  "  That 
Bill  is  the  answer  to  these  Petitions;  " 
an  observation  which  History  will  not 
forget  in  recording  the  occurrences  ol 
these   disgraceful    times.       I    believe, 
that,  in  the  whole,  more  than  one  mil- 
lion  and  a  hdlf  of  men  have  signed 
Petitions   for  Parliamentary  Rel'orm, 
upon  the  principles  oi  Annual  ParUa,- 
ments  and  Universal  Suffrage ;   and, 
this  has  been  done  in  the  most  fair  and 
ODen  manner.     In  the  11  millions,  or 
thereabouts,  of  the  n-atives  of  Eiigland 
and  Scotland,  there  cannot  be  more 
than    about   two    millions   of  active, 
sturdy  men.     However,   suppose   the 
families  to  be  hco  millions  and  a  half 
and  that  there  be  one  active  man  to 
ea5Gh   family,   a  majoritt/  of  the  active 
men  of  the  nation  have  petitioned  upon 
this  occasion,  notwithstanding  all  the 
efforts  that  have  been  made  to  prevent 
petitioning.     But,  the  trtith  is,  that  a 
considerable  part  of  the  petitions  are 


This,  therefore,  h  THE  PRAYEU 
OF  THE  PEOPLE.  Let  our  adver- 
saries  say  or  do  ^hat  they  will,  this 
is  the  PEOPLE'S  PXAYER;  and, 
though  Corruption  may  call  it  an 
attempt  to  overthrow  the  Const!-. 
tution,  this  prayer,  I  am  fully  con- 
vinced, will  \it  finally  heard.  I,  for 
my  part,  as  far  as  I  have  power,  will 
always  contend  for  this  as  our  right. 
We  have  by  reference  to  law  and  by 
an  appeal  to  reason^  proved  it  to  be 
ojir  right;  and,  we  have  received 
no  ansiver. 

It  was  my  intention  to  enter  here 
into  a  description  of  the  other  Bills 
that  are  now  passing ;  but,  I  have 
not    room  in  this  Number,  and  it  is 


not  yet  come  in;  and,  if  no  measures 
of  prevention,  no  menaces,  no  undue 
influence,  had  been  made  use  of,  there 
would,  I  am  convinced,  have  been 
nine  tenths  of  the  names  o(  all  the  men 
in  the  country  to  these  petitions. 


absolutely  necessary  to  publish  the 
Reports^  bcpauai  we  are  now  enter- 
ing upon  2ineio  wrl  of  rttle,  and  th« 
time  will  come  when  we  shall  have  to 
refer  to  the  sources  from  whence  it 
has  sprung,  Jieep  this  Number,  I 
beg  of  y«u;  fqr  we  shall  often  have 
to  speak  of  it.  In  entering  upon  thi^ 
new  stalo  of  things,  we  ought  first  to 
trace  the  causes  ofit^  and  then  to  ^et 
at  a  clear  notion  of  zzhat  it  is.  This 
'  we  shall  do  in  the  course  of  the  Next 
Number;  and  then  we  shall  have  to 
make  ail  the  legal  exertions  in  our 
power  to  get:  rid  of  this  deep  disgrace 
on  ourselves  and  our  country. 

I  am  your  friend^ 

Wm.  Cobbktt- 
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REPORT  hij  the  LORDS  C031- 
MITTEES  appointed  «  Secret  Com- 
mittee to  ivqvire  into  certain  Meetings 
and  Comhinnticns  endanrjering  the  Puh- 
lic  Tranquilliti/fand^to  report  to  the 
'  House  as  they  shall  see  Occasion. 

Ordered  to  Repoi-t. 

Tliat  (he  Committee  have  met,  and 
l^ve  proceeded  in  the  examination  of  the 
papers  referred  to  them. 

Their  attention  was  in  the  first  instance 
directed  to  those  which  relate  to  the  me- 
tropoh's ;  and  they  have  found  therein  such 
evidence  as  leaves  no  doubt  in  th«>ir  minds 
that  a  traitorous  conspiracy  has  bcert 
formed  in  the  metropolis  for  the  purpose 
of  overtlirowinp:,  by  menus  of  a  general 
i'nsurrection,  the  estnb!i«hed  Government, 
Liws,  and  Constitution  of  this  Kingdom, 
»"id  of  effecting  a  g'ehera I  plunder  and  di- 
vision of  property. 

In  tlu^  last  autumn  variGUs  coRsulta- 
tjons  were  held  by  persons  in  the  mf^o- 
polis  enga^-ed  in  this  conspiracy.  Diffe- 
rent me:)surcs  of  the  most  exteasivc  and 
dangerous  nature  were  resolved  upon; 
partial  prqjarations  were  made  for  their 
f'xecution,  and  various  plans  were  dis-* 
Ciissed  for  collefcting  a  force  sufficient  for 
ti)at  purjx;se.  But  at  a  sabsenaent  ('on- 
s'.iltation  another  plan  w^ as  adopted,  which 
\vas,  to  get  a  great  immber  of  men  toge- 
tl'Ver  to  se?'  what  force  coulsl  be  raised; 
and  it  was  H'^recil  tfiat  the  best  way  to  gel 
them  together  would  be  to  en]\  a  public 
iweeting. — Spa  Fields  wa«  fixed  upon  as 
the  place  atibrdinjf  the  greatest  facilities 
for  entering  the  town,  and  attacking  the 
most  important  points  in  the  city.  In 
pursuance  of  this  design,  and  in  order  to 
assemble  in  the  iieigtibourhood  ©f  Lon- 
fion  a  great  nmn(>er  of  the  poorer  classes 
of  the  cotumuiiiiy,  and  particularly  of 
thos4»  iii  whose  minsis  the  prej*sure  of  the 
times  might  be  supposed  to  have  excited 
dtMiiireclion  and  disc^ntcnl, udvertiscnfcnts 
were  iH^cit.ed  in  newspapers,  and  hand- 


bills were  industriously  distrifeuted,  iuvi- 
ting  the  distressed  manufacturers,  mari- 
ners, artizairs  and  others  to  ?issemble  at 
that  place  on  the  l5th  of  November.  A 
large  body  of  people  accordingly  assem- 
bled at  the  time  and  place  prescribed. 
The  most  inflammatory  language  wa« 
there  held  to  the  multitude,  having  a  di- 
rect tendency  to  excite  them  to  outrage 
and  violence ;  and  the  meeting  was  in 
fact  followed  by  some  acts  of  plunder  and 
riot.  A  petition  to  His  Royal  Highness 
the  Prince  Regent  was  agreed  to  at  that 
meetiHg,  and  an  adjournment  to  Palace 
Yard  on  th<e  first  day  after  the  incetiag  of 
Parliament  was  proposed  ;  but  the  second 
of  December  was  subsequently  fixed  upon 
(on  the  proposition  of  one  o^  the  persons 
concerned  in  the  plans  alrendy  deseribed) 
for  another  meeting  in  Spa  Fields ;  and 
that  day  appears  to  have  been  determined 
Qpon  for  the  execution  of  their  design. 

Various  schemes  were  formed  for  this 
purpose;  amongst  them  was  a  general 
a  ad  forcible  liberation  of  all  persons  con- 
fi^ncd  in  the  different  prisons  in  the  metro- 
polis ;  into  some  of  which,  in  order  to 
facilitate  its  execution,  an  address  to  the 
prisoners  was  introduced,  assuring  them 
that  their  liberty  w-onld  be  restored  under 
a  new  Government  5  announcing  the  in.- 
tended  nttack  upon  all  the  prisons  for  that 
day ;  a-pprizicg  the  prisoners  that  arms 
would  be  ready  for  them  ;  exhorting  theei 
to  be  ])repared  with  the  national  tri-colour 
cor.kadfe,  and  to  co-operate  by  the  most 
violent  and  sanguinary  means  to  ensur« 
success. 

It  was  also  prcpposed  to  set  fire  to  various 
barracks,  tmd  steps  were  taken  to  ascer-r 
tain  and  prepare  the  means  of  effecting 
this  purpose.  An  attack  upon  the  Tower 
and  the  Bank,  and  other  points  of  impor- 
tance, was,  after  previous  consultations, 
finally  determined  upon.  Pikes  and  arms 
to  a  certain  extent  were  actually  provided, 
ajid  leaders  were  iKimed,  among  wlioin 
the  points  of  attack  were  distributed.  It 
fttrther  appears  that  the  interval  betwceu 
the  two  mccfings  was  employed  vvitii  mj> 
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remitting  assiduity  by  some  of  tlie  ni«st 
active  agitators  in  takimg  regular  circuits 
Ihroirgli  ditTerent  quarters  of  tlie  town.  In 
those  tliey  eitfier  resorted  to  tjie  establish- 
ed clubs  or  societies,  or  laboured  iti  con- 
versations,   apparently   casual,  at  public 
liouses,  to  work   up  the  qiinds  of  those 
%vith  ^v•boIn   they  coDverscd  hito  such  a 
state  of  feriiient  and  irrifrilioTi  as  to  reti- 
lier   tl>ec),  whea    coliected  iu   suOicient 
lunv.tcr.',  for  whatever  osteL.sille  purpose, 
the  fit  QBd  ready  iustrumeDts  for  the  ex- 
ccotion  of  any  project,  hov/evei*  rash  and 
desperate.     In  the  course  of  the.se  circuits 
oi'e  ef  fhcir  chief  objects  appears  to  have 
been  to  t;ikc  every  opportiiuity  cf  atU^mpt- 
iug  to  seduce  from  their  aJJegiance  the 
soldiers  of  the  different  guard  and  at  llic 
Barracks.     The    principal    persons  coa- 
cerxied  ia  this  plan  actually  proceeded  to 
Spa-Fields  on  the  second  of  December, 
some  of  them  with  concea'led  arins,  and 
with   anamuiiition   previously  prepared  j 
they  had  dso  provided  thenijselves  with 
tri.colour  flags,  and  with  a  standard  bear- 
ing   the   following   inscription  :    "  The 
brave   Soldiers  are  our  Brothers ;    treat 
them  kindly ;"    and  also  with  tri-colour 
cockades,  evidently  adopted  as  the  sigaal 
of  revolul.iou.     After  much  iuflamraatory 
language,  a  direct  invitation  was  by  one 
of  these  persons  addressed  to  tlie  multitude 
to  proceed  immediately  to  actual  insur- 
rection :  a:ijd  it  appears  quite  certain,  tliat 
the   acts  of  plunder  which  wera  perpe- 
trated for  the  purpose  of  procuring  arms, 
and  the  other  measures  of  open  insurrec- 
tion which  followed,  were  not  accidental 
or  unpremeditated,  Vjut   had  been  delibe- 
rately preconcerted,  as  parts  of  a  general 
plan  of  rebellion  and  rcvolutioii.     There 
appears  also  strong  reason  to  believe  that 
he  iixecution  of  tliose  projects  at  that  par- 
cular  time  was  expected  by.  some  of  the 
sociations   in  distant  parts  of  the  coun- 
V.     'i'he  conspirators  seem  to  hafe  hnd 
^  fullest  confidence  of  success;  5    and  a 
p?uasi<j?i  has  subseriuently  been  express- 
*''mongst  them,  tliat  their  plans  could 
^VVbeeii  defeated  oiily  by  casual  and  u!i- 


expected  circumstances.  Even  after  the 
failure  of  thi^  attempt,  the  same  plans  ap- 
pear not  lo  have  been  abandoned. 

Your  Committee  are  deeply  concerned 
to  be  compelled,  in  further  execirtion  of 
their  duty,  to  report  their  full  conviction 
that  designs  of  this  nature  have  not  been 
canfined  to  the  capital,  but  have  been  ex- 
tended and  are  still  extending  widely  i« 
mauy  other  parts  of  Great  Britain,  par- 
ticularly in  some  of  the  most  populous  auaJ. 
manufacturing  districts. 

At  the  Dueeting  of  the  2d  of  December- 
in  Spa-fields,  that  part  of  the  assembly 
which  had  not  engaged  in  the  acts  ©f 
plunder  and  insurrection  before  mention^" 
ed,  came  to  a  resolution  t®  adjourn  the 
meeting  to  the  second  Monday  after  the- 
P.Ieeting  of  I'.-.rliament,  namely,  the  lotfe 
ofFebi'.iHry  ;  and  it  appears  by  the  paper* 
referred  to  the  Committee,  that  meeting* 
in  vatious  parts  of  the  oouiitry,  conform- 
ably to  a  plan  settled  by  the  leading 
persons  in  London  at  an  early  period, 
were  intended  to  be  held  on  the  sam^ 
day. 

It  apjw?ars  manifest  tluit  the  persons  en- 
gaged in  various  parts,  both  of  England 
aijd  Scotland,  iw  forwarding  the  plans  of 
Revolution,  have  constantly  waited  for 
the  example  of  the  metropolis.  Intelli* 
gence  of  the  event  of  the  meeting  thereon 
the  second  of  December  wavs  anxiously 
expected  ;  and  as  the  first  report  of  the 
beginning  of  the  disturbance  excited  in  a. 
high  degree  the  spirits  of  tlte  disaffected 
30  its  speedy  suppression  produced  the  exv 
pression  of  strong  feelings  of  dijwppoint- 
ment.  Had  it  even  partially  succeeded, 
there  seems  raucli  reason  to  believe  that 
it  would  have  been  the  signal  for  a  mora 
geiTcral  rising  in  other  parts  of  the  king- 
dom. Since  that  time  it  appears  to  be 
the  prevailing  impression  amongst  Ihf 
leading  malcontents  in  the  country,  that 
it  is  expedient  for  tbcm  to  wait  till  the 
whole  kingdom  shall  (ac«or<4ing  to  Uwiv 
expression)  be  )no?e  completely  organW 
zed,  and  more  rijje  for  Hctiou. 
V.'hat  is  meani  by  conjpletxdy  or^<ni^ii>ij:.., 
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the  coantry  is  but  too  evident  from  the 
papers  before  the  committee.  It  appears 
clearly  thnt  the  object  is,  by  means  of 
tMXMeties  or  clubs,  estabhshed  or  to  be 
rstabhshed  in  ;il1  p;^rts  of  Great  Britain 
under  pretence  oi'  Parliamentary  Reform, 
to  infect  the  minds  of  all  classes  of  the 
lomniunity,  and  j>articM]arly  of  those 
whose  situation  most  exposes  them  to 
Micii  impressions,  with  a  spirit  of  discon- 
tent and  disaffection,  of  insubordination, 
and  contempt  of  all  law,  religion,  and  mo- 
rality, and  to  hold  Out  to  them  the  plnn- 
<ler  and  division  of  all  property,  as  the 
iiirftn  object  of  their  efforts,  and  the  resto- 
ration of  ilieir  natural  rights;  and  no  en- 
deavours are  omitled  to  })repare  them  to 
take  up  apiss  on  the  first  signal  for  ac- 
C<'»mplishing  these  designs. 

It  is  on  these  grounds  that  your  Coni- 
niittee  have  been  led  to  look  with  parti- 
cular anxiety  to  the  formation,  principles, 
and  conduct  of  those  societies  or  clubs  by 
which  the  ends  of  the  disaffected  have 
been  hitherto  so  niurh  forwarded,  and  are 
cxpecled  by  them  to  be  finally  accom- 
plished»  iVinny  of  these  societies  pass 
iiiider  the  denomination  of  Hampden 
Clubs.  Under  this  title,  societies  of  very 
various  descriptions  appear  to  have  been 
formed,  all  professing  their  object  to  be 
Pailiamentary  Reform.  This  name  and 
thfir  [wofessions  may  have  induced  many 
|>€rsons  to  become  members  of  such  socie- 
ti-es  who  rnay  not  be  aware  of  the  ulti- 
mate intentio5!S  of  many  of  their  leaders  3 
and  the  Committee  would  by  110  means 
ascribe  to  all  these  societies  the  same 
praetict^s  and  desi,ij:ns  which  they  have 
found  to  be  but  too  prevalent  amonij^st  a 
iarge  number  of  them  ;  but  they  Mud 
tkity  particularly  among'  the  manufactnr- 
iiig:  and  labouring  clai^ses,  societies  of  this 
tleiiamination  have  been  most  widely  ex- 
tended, and  appear  to  have  become  some 
of  the  chief  instruments  of  disseminating" 
tloiirtnes,  and  of  preparing  for  the  ex- 
ecuting- of  plans,  the  most  dangerous  to  the 
public  security  and  peace. 

Others  of  the.«»e  JSoc-ietics  are  called 
Union  Clubs,  professing  the  same  object 
of  Parliamentary  Pveform,  but  mider  these 
\vor<ls  ujiderstanding  Universal  Suffrage 
and  Awnual  Parliaments — projects  which 
evidently  involve  not  any  qunlified  or  par- 
tial change,  but  a  total  subversion  of  the 
British  (Constitution.  Ita])pears  t!)at  there 
is  n  J.owdon  Union  Society,  and  branch 
Ii!ionsc.orresi)onding  with  it,  and  affilia- 
ted tf)  it.  Others  of  these  Societies  have 
adopted  the  name  of  Sj)enceaii  Philan- 
tluopii«ts;    and  it  was   by  mcrabers  of  a 


clnb  of  this  description  that  the  plans  of 
the  conspirators  in  London  were  dis- 
cussed and  prepared  for  execution. 

The  principles  of  these  last  associations 
seem  to  be  spreading  rapidly  among  the 
other  Societies  which  have  been  formed, 
and  are  daily  forming  under  that  and 
other  denominations  in  the  country. 
Among  the  persons  adopting  these  prin- 
ciples, it  is  common  to  disclaim  Parlia- 
mentary Reform  jis  unworthy  of  their 
attention.  Their  objects  are  avowei  in  a 
handbill  dispersed  by  the  Society  of  that 
description  in  London,  and  in  numerous 
other  publications.  These  objects  are, 
"  a  j)arochial  partnershij)  in  land,  on  the 
"  principle  that  the  land-holders  are  »ot 
"  proprietors  in  chief;  that  they  are  but 
"  the  stewards  of  the  public  ;  that  the 
"  land  is  the  peo]>le's  farm  ;  that  landed 
**  rnonopoly  is  contrary  to  tlie  spirit  of 
**  Christianity,  and  destructive  of  (he  in- 
'*  dependence  and  morality  of  mankind." 

The  Societies  under  those  different 
names  are  so  numerous  and  so  various, 
that  it  has  been  difficult  to  obtain  a  com- 
plete view  of  al!  of  them,  or  to  compre- 
hend them  under  any  general  description. 

The  country  Societies  are  prmcip-ally  to 
be  found  in  and  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Leicester,  Loughborough,  Nottingham, 
Mansfield,  Derby,  Chesterfield»  Sheffield, 
Black burne,  jNIanchester,  Birmingham, 
and  Norwich,  and  in  Glasgovv  and  its  vi- 
cinity ;  but  they  extend  and  arc  spreading, 
in  some  parts  of  the  country,  t0  almost 
every  village.  In  addition  to  all  the  arts 
of  sedtjction,  resort  is  also  had  to  a  system 
of  intimidation,  and  threats  are  held  out 
to  those  who  refuse  to  join.  Their  combi- 
nations are  artfully  contrived  to  secure 
secrecy  in  their  proceedings,  and  to  give 
to  the  leadiniif  members  undisputed  au- 
thority over  tlie  rest.  Oaths  of  secrecy 
have  been  frequently  admtnisteredj,  some 
of  which  are  of  the  m€»st  atrocious  and 
dreadful  import. 

They  do    not,   however,   trust  to   this 
security  alone  to  prevent  discovery  ;  their 
proceedings  are  seldom  reduced   to  writ 
ii!g;    tliey    pass    and    are  communicate' 
by  word  of  mouth.     The  more  numeroi 
meetings  delegate  all  authority  to  a  m 
naging    committee;    and    by  that  cp' 
mil  tee,   and    by    meetings    of   delegus 
from  the  committee  of  different  society* 
every  thii)g  of  importance  is  transactc 

'Phe   (.'ommittees   themselves    are  ^=0 

cautious  of  reducing  any  of  their  pro^-'^- 

ings    to    writing,    communicating  '^'1 

each  oth':'r   oiily  by  dclcj^atcs  auJ^'^- 

'  sionariffs. 
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ft  appears  Iha't,  in  •some  parts  of  the 
country,  arms  liave  l>€eii  latelj-  procured 
fey  individual  members  of  these  societies 
\u  considerable  <|uautities,  which  can  only 
lurve  been  done  with  a  view  to  tlie  use  of 
force.  Subscriptions  are  also  •generaJJy 
required,  wliich  although  the  amount  paid 
by  each  Kidividual  may  be  very  small, 
way  produce,  fit>m  the  large  number!* 
of  thf^  contributors,  noinconsiderable  fund. 

The  destructive  objects  which  the 
leading  mend^ers  of  tlie.se  societies  liave 
ill  view  are  demonstrated  by  their  publi- 
cations and  by  their  proi;eedings,  all 
equally  calculated  to  inflame  the  minds  of 
the  ntembers,  and  in  general  of  the  poor#^ 
classes  of  the  community.  At  the  ordi- 
nary meetin<j;s  of  these  societies,  which 
are  often  continued  t©  a  late  hour,  their 
time  is  [)rincipally  employed  in  Jisl- 
ening  to  speecht's  tending  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  social  order,  recoinmendinjj  a  ge- 
nera} equalization  of  property,  and  at  the 
same  time  endeavouring  to  corrupt  the 
urorals  of  the  hearers,  aiid  to  destroy  all 
reverence  for  religion.  The  land-holder 
has  been  represented  as  a  monster  which 
must  be  hunted  down,  and  the  femd- 
h.oldor  as  a  still  greater  evil ;  and  both 
liave  been  descri'bed  as  rapacious  crea- 
tin-es,  who  take  from  the  people  fifteen 
penco  out  of  tvery  quartern  loaf.  They 
have  been  told  that  Parliamentary  Rerorm 
is  no  more  than  a  half  measure,  changing 
only  one  set  of  thieves  for  another;  and 
that  they  must  go  to  the  land,  as  nothing- 
short  of  that  would  avail  them.  Another 
principal  employment  of  tlreir  time  is  to 
listen  to  publications  of  the  same  descrijj- 
tion  as  the  speeches,  containing  the  satsie 
doctrines,  and  leading  to  tlie  same  pur- 
poses ;  and  the  meetings  are  frequently 
terminated,  particularly  in  London,  by 
profane  un<l  seditious  songs  aud  parodies 
of  parls  of  the  liturgy,  in  which  the 
rt'sponses  are  chaunted  by  the  whole  com- 
pany. }l\  such  means,  and  by  the  pro- 
fession of  open  infidelity  in  wlrich  some 
of  the  members  indulge  in  their  speeches, 
the  minds  of  those  who  attend  their  mef;t- 
ings  are  tainted  and  depraved ;  they  are 
taught  contem».>t  for  ;dl  decency,  all  law, 
aM  religion  and  mora-lity,  and  are  thus 
pr«.'pared  for  the  tnost  atrocious  Mcnes  of 
ouirj'.ge  and  violence. 

Amongst  the  most  eflfectual  means  of 
furthering  these  dangerous  designs,  the 
CommiHee  think  it  (heir  duly  particularly 
to  call  ilm  Ktleiitjon  of  the  House  to  the 
Mnrernitliiig  activity  which  has  been  em- 
pioyod  throughout  the  ki^gdotu  in  calcu- 


lating to  an  unprecedented  extent,  at  the 
lowest  prices  or  gratuitously,  public^ition* 
of  the  most  seditious  and  inflauHnatory 
nature,  marked  with  a  peculiar  character 
of  irreligion  and  blasphemy,  and  tendinj^ 
not  only  to  overturn  tlie  existing  form  of 
government  atid  order  of  society,  but  to 
root  out  those  principles  upon  which 
alone  a«y  government  or  any  society  cau 
be  supported. 

The  Committee  cannot  but  consider 
the  late  attack  upon  His  R-oyal  Iligiinesa, 
tiie  Prince  Regent,  on  his  way  from 
opening  the  present  session  of  Parliament, 
as  an  additional  and  intiancholy  proof  of 
the  eflicacy  of  this  system  to  destroy  all 
reverence  for  atdl^jority,  aud  all  sense  of 
duty,  and  to  expose  to  insult,  indignity, 
anil  hazard  the  person  of  the  immediate 
representative  of  the  sovereign,  even  iu 
the  exercise  of  one  of  the  most  importauk 
parts  of  his  royal  functions. 

It  appears  to  be  an  essential  j>art  of  the 
system  to  take  advantage  of  tlie  opiX)rtu- 
nities  afforded  by  public  meetings,  con- 
voked either  by  the  leaders  of  these  so- 
cieties, or  by  others  in  the  metropolis,  and 
in  populous  places  and  districts,  to  address 
the  nndtitude  in  terujs  of  unpreccilented 
licence  and  violence,  amounting  even  in 
some  instances  to  an  ope«  declaration  tliat, 
in  case  of  non-compliance  witii  their 
petitions,  the  Sovereign  will  have  for- 
feited his  claim  to  their  allegiance. 
These  proceedings  are  subse<inently 
printed  and  circulated,  and  thus,b<iCGnie 
afresh  vehicle  for  sedition  and  treason. 

]5y  the  frequency  of  these  meetings 
and  by  the  new  |>ractice  of  continuing 
them  (under  various  juetexts)  by  frequent 
adjournments,  the  jun»ds  of  his  Majesty's 
well-disposed  and  peaceable  subjects  are 
held  in  a  state  of  perjietuai  agitation  and 
alarm.  'J  he  appointment  of  such  public 
meetings  in  a  variety  of  ditferent  places 
©n  the  same  day,  appears  lo  be  consider- 
ed as  the  most  eli'cclual  means  of  accom- 
plishing the  design*  of  the  (iisaik'cteil, 
and  must  evideidiy  in  a  high  degree  em- 
barrass and  impe«Ie  the  exertions  of  :dl 
civil  powers  uppiicable  to  the  suppresSiou 
of  disturbances,  district  the  ntteuiion  of 
(joveriunent,  aijd  ubiige  thciu  so  to. sub- 
divide and  harr.iss  the  ndlitary  force  which 
it  may  be  necess;iry  to  call  in  for  tiif*  u.ssis- 
tajice  of  the  civil  power,  as  to  relhier  it 
inadequate  to  the  maintenance  of  puhiic 
tfanqudlity. 

Sucii  a  state  of  things  cannot  ho  suQcr- 
ed  to  continue  w,dhout  l»azarding  the  »no»t 
imminent  and   dreadful    evils ;     and  al- 
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though  the  Committee  do  not  presume  to 
anlicipate  Uie  decisiou  of  Parliament,  as 
to  tiie  piirtioiilar  we;isures  to  be  adopted 
in  the  present  emergency,  the*t  feel  it. to 
he  their  diity  to  express  their  decided 
opinion  thr>t  further  provisions  are  neces- 
sary for  the  preservation  of  the  pubhc 
pear^j  and  for  the  protection  of  interests 
hi  which  the  hnnpiness  of  every  class  of 
fhc  cojiimunity  is  deepiy  and  equally  in- 
volved. 


REPORT  ef   the  COMMITTEE  of 

SECRECY,  to  ivlwm  the  several  PA- 
PERS, wliich  were  presented  (scaled 
■up)  to  the  House,  hj  Lord  Viscount 
Ca-ftlereuf/h,  on  the  4th  dap  of  Fehruan/, 
hy  Connnand  of  A;*  Royal  Hifjhness 
the  Prince  JRegent,  wire  referred,  and 
irho  v:crc  dh'ectcd  to  examine  the  Mat- 
ters thereof,  and  report  the  same,  as 
they  sho^tld  appcnr  io  them,  to  the 
JPIonsc ;  hare  imanimously  agreed  to 
the  following  Rej^ort, 

It  appenrs  to  yonr  Committee,  from  the 
Kiost  attentive  consideration  of  tlie  several 
documents  referred  to  them,  that  attempts 
laave  been  made,  in  various  parts  of  the 
couBtrv,  OS  well  as  in  the  metropoii*,  to 
take  advantage  of  tl»e  distress  in  which  tlie 
labourinc:  and  manufacturing  classes  of 
(he  community  are  at  p»-esent  involved, 
to  induce  them  to  look  ^or  immediate  re- 
lief, not  only  in  a  Rcforra  of  Parliament 
on  «hc  plan  of  universal  KutlVage  and  an- 
nual ek:clion,  but  in  a  total  ovevtlirow  of 
fdl  existing  establishments,  and  in  a  divi- 
sion of  the  landed,  and  extinction  of  the 
fanded  properly  of  the  country. 

This  hope  and  prospc-'ct  of  spoliation 
Ivave  been  actively  and  industriously  pro- 
pagated by  several  Societies,  openly  e;xist. 
»ng  in  the  metropolis,  distinguished  by 
the  name  ot  Speyiceayis  :  a  title  which, 
thv^  have  assumed  in  consequence  of 
lifr/ing  revived  the  principles,  with  some 
rarjalion,  of  a  yisionary  writer  of  tlie 
uame  of  *S^/;««f^7 'which  first  appeared  in 
■n   publication   of  his  near  twcjity  years 

It  a[>*)ear.«»  that  at  some  of  these  Sccie- 
iios,  held  during  tjje  last  month,  the 
«jii>r,sti'jn  was  discussed,  w  hclhf  r  the 
viretnigs  for  Parliamf'utary  Reform  were 
*;jlcu!r.led  to  mislead  or  euliglitcn  the 
•f'nb]ir.  In  H:e  course  of  the  debates  upon 
nhich  qu^-sticn,  is  was  strongly  urged 
'*  Lhat  Farltinrvfnitary  Reform  was  only  a 
•  kfil:'  mfe««iiire.v  that  they  must  look  to  the 


"  land,  for  nothing  short  of  that  would 
"  ever  avail  them  :  that  we  had  no  Con- 
"  stitution,  there  being*  no  bo«k  ifj  whicfe 
'f  it  could  be  found,  nor  any  man  that 
"  co^iild  tell  what  it  was."  In  another  dis- 
cussion upon  the  question,  **  Whether  the 
"  practical  establishment  of  Spe-nte's  Plan 
"  be  an  effectual  remedy  for  the  presfi^t 
"  distresses,"  one  ©f  the  doctrines  main- 
tf^ined  was,  that  "  the  land-hoider  was  a 
"  monster  to  be  huntetl  down  j  but  that 
"  they  should  not  suffer  themselves  to  be 
*'  amused  ;  that  there  was  a  greater  ej^il, 
**  namely  the  fund-holder :  that  these 
"  were  the  rapacious  wrelchet  that  took 
"  fiftetin  pence  out  of  every  quartern  loaf. 

Jt  further  appears,  that  in  these  meet- 
ings the  most  blasphemous  expressions 
and  doctrines  are  openly  and  repeatedly 
advanced  ;  that  as  the  meetings  are  ^xo- 
fessed  to  be  of  a  convivial  nature,  the  po- 
litical debates  and  readings,  are  usually 
foiIowe<l  by  songs,  in  many  of  which  the 
most  inflanuHatory  topics  are  introduced, 
some  of  a  seditious  and  treaeonal^le  nature, 
and  others  under  the  form  of  profane  and 
indecent  parodies  of  the  Liturgy  and  of 
the  holy  Scriptures. 

These  Societies  appear  to  have  «;xtende4 
themselves ;  and  there  are  traces  of  the 
existence  or  a  Committee  called  Cdnservet- 
tire,  directing  the  operations  of  the  whole. 
The  doctrines  above  mentioned  have 
been  most  systematicallf  and  industriously 
disseminated  amongst  mechanics  and  ma- 
nufacturers, discharged  solcPiers  and  sai- 
lors, and  labourers  of  all  descriptions  j 
they  hav€!  been  inculcated  at  frequent  ap- 
pointed meetings,  and  at  various  places, 
b^/  speakers,  who  have  made  the  distresses 
of  the  times  topics  /tj  excitement  and  in' 
Jiammation:  and  they  have  been  circu- 
lated, with  incredible  activity  and  perse- 
verance, in  cheap  and  often  gratuitous 
publications.  It  has  been  proved,  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  your  Committee,  thaf- 
some  members  of  these  Societies,  acting 
by  delegated  or  assumed  authority,  as  an 
executive  Committee  of  the  whole,  con- 
ceived the  project,  and  endeavoured  to 
-prepare  the  means  of  raising  an  insur- 
rection, so  formidable  from  numbers,  as 
by  dint  of  ph}sical  bl.rength  to  overpower 
all  rosistanoe. 

The  linst  step  towards  the  accomplish- 
n)ent  of  this  object  vv»s,  by  the  individual 
exertion  of  the  members  of  IheCommittte, 
to  discover  and ^owzewi  the  pi^cvalent  dis- 
frfMr.y  and  discontents  in  the  metropoUa 
and  iis  vioiiuty.  Ik4urus  were  made  of 
\  tfcc'jc  wiK)  they  thougUt  wer«i.o  he  relu>d> 


fiy 


*U*ci!  s>  isit. 
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<pou   Cor  dariaf:  aud    hazarJoa^    enter- 
prizes. 

The  dttftigri  waji  by  a  sudden  rising  iu 
the  dead  of  the  night,  to  surprise  aud 
overpower  the  soldiers  iu  tlieir  different 
l^jirraeka,  whicti  were  to  be  set  ou  dra« 
at  the  saiue  tiwe  (plaui  having  been  ar- 
laiiged,  and  some  stepf  taken*  with  a 
yiew  to  the  aecowplishment  of  that  object) 
to  powess  the«iselve£  of  the  artillery,  to 
seize  or  destroy  the  bridges,  and  to  take 

ItOBMHsion  of  the  Tower  and  tlie  Bank. 
u  furtherance  of  this  design,  a  machine 
w«s  projected  for  cloaring  the  streets  of 
«avalry.  A  drawiug  of  this  liiacJiine, 
fully  authenticated,  and  also  a  oianuMcript 
sketch  or  plan  of  various  important  parts 
•f  the  Tower,  found  with  the  drawing-  of 
.  the  Machine,  have  been  laid  beibre  your 
CoaaHaitt«e. 

I'his  design  was,  however,  relinquished 
a  short  tiate  before  its  intended  exe*»itio«. 
It  was  thought  aaore.  prudent  pre¥iousIy 
to  ascertain  what  force  the  Conspirator* 
•ould  actually  call  tetgether,  and  this  it 
was  agreed  could  best  be  .done  by  con- 
vening a  public  nied:ing^,  for  the  ostensible 
purpose  af  obtainiug  a  redress  of  griev- 
ance* in  a  legal  way.  The  map  of  Lou- 
^n  was  inspected,  and  Spa  Fields  were 
»el«ct«d  as  tiie  most  eligible  spot,  from 
their  vicinity  to  the  Bank  and  the  Tower. 
Advertitements  were  aceordinglj/  prepar- 
ed, and  written  placards  circulated,  ef  the 
piost  dangerous  and  iufiamaiatory  nature  ; 
•f  one  of  whicl^the  following  is  a  copy  ; 
«  BRITON^  TO  ARAiS !" 
"  The  whole  couatry  waits  the  signal 

•  from  London  to  Ay  to  Anns !  Haste, 
•*  break  open  gunnniths  and  other  likely 
**  places  to  find  arms  !  Run  all  cocstablek 
^  who  touch  a  man  of  us ;  no  rise  of 
**  brfcd  5  noltegentj  no  Castlcreagh :  off 

•  wkh  their  heads  j  no  placemen,  tythes, 
•*  or  enclosures ;  no  taxes ;  na  bishops, 
♦*  only  useless  lumber !  gtand  true,  or  be 
**  slaves  for  ever." 

"  N.  B.  Five  thousand  of  these  bills  are 
«  up  in  the  town,  and  printed  ones,  with 
••  further  particulars,  will  appear  iu  due 
«  time." 

At  this  time,  if  not  before,  the  intended 
insurrection  assumed  the  symbols  of  the 
French  Revolution;  a  Comnjittee  of  Pyb- 
|4C  Safety,  consisting  of  «4,  was  n?jreed 
#pon,  including-  the  names  of  several  per- 
sons, extremely  unlikely  to  ](^ud  them- 
selves to  such  a  cause.  A  tricolour  flag 
and  cockades  were  actually  prepared ; 
tfee  flag;  was  openly  caniwd  aud  di splay e<i 


at  the  firU:  naeetiag  which  took  place  in 
Spa  Field*  on  tha  lath  of  November.    N^- 
acts  of  viol  en  ca  were,  however,  encow- 
rag«d  OB  that  day,  though  some  few  in- 
stances af  plunder  occurred  after  the  as- 
seaibly  dispersed,  hut  cure  ims  taken  to 
Mdjown  tht  meeting  to  the  2d  of  Decetn- 
ifer,  hy  which  time  it  w<i»  hoped  that  the 
pvoatftiom  for    ii%surrAttion   w^uld    bt 
fullv  matured.     Ifot  a  moment  was  last 
in  advertising  the  next  meeting,  and  great 
oasiduity  waa  employed  in  c1r<;ulating  th« 
intelligeace  through  all  the  great  manu- 
facturing towns  in  tl»€  country,  by  7}ieam 
of  pUunardi  i^ul   Jtafid-biils ;    endeavour* 
wer^  used  to  rarse  subscriptions ;  the  ex- 
pause  hltiiifiiso  inearr«4  in  forwarding  the 
object  of  tha  Conspiracy,  and  in  support- 
ing such  inferior  meaabers  of  it  aa  had  re- 
liuquishad  tbeir  trades  and  occupations  in 
ord«r  to  dev«to  their  whole  time  to  the 
farth^iaacc  of   the   tiause,   having   been 
hitli€rta  priacipally  defrayed  by  one  iu- 
dividual  of  th*  Committee.     Plans  for  the 
mduiti«ii  of  the  •oldiers  were  now  adapt- 
ed aad  pursued  with  linremitting  activity  j 
appeals  were  w^de  to  excite  their  sympa- 
thy, and   induce  fhem  not  to  act  against 
the  insurgents;   attempts  were  made  to 
inflame  their  hopes  by  promises  of  rank 
and  reward,  and  to  alarm  their  jealousy 
by  the  absurd  fiction  of  the  actual  land- 
ing of  a  eousiderable  foreign  army,  for  the 
purpose  of  coutroling  them. 

The  barracks  were  a:gain  reconnoitred 
with  a  view  to  attack.  The  manufacture 
q(  tricolour-ribbon  was  en^'ouragcd,  with 
a  \ie\y  of  rendering  it  familiar  to  the  eyea 
of  the  public. 

Visits  wera  repeated  to  those  quarters 
of  the  towu^  where  the  distress  was  coo- 
sideied  as  the  most  prevalent ;  and  ware 
houses  along  the  river,  as  well  as  shops 
in  other  places,  which  were  known  tc« 
contain  artas,  combustibles,  and  clothing, 
were  examined  and  noted  down,  with  tiic 
view  oF  seizing  those  articles  on  the  pro- 
per occasion.  Plans  wore  also  formed 
for  seducing  the  sailors  ou  the  river,  by 
otfers  of  advancement  to  high  rank  under 
the  new  government,  and  for  seizing  and 
equipping  such  ships  as  were  accessible. 
Immediately  previous  to  tlie  day  of  meet, 
ing,  arms  were  provided  for  the  immedi^ 
atcuscof  some  ol'the  persons  most  active- 
ly ejigaged.  This  provision  was  deemed 
sufficient  for  the  beguming  of  thiti  insur- 
rection, as  they  felt  confident  that  if  it 
should  be  succ(>;.srul  for  tvvo  hours,  tut 
many  ;\rms  miglit  be  procured  as  would 
be  neci»sary,  frgau  tlie  dtp.^jU  aud  guu- 
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smitiis'  shops,  ivluch  had  been  reconnoi- 
tred with  tjiat  view.^ 

Your  Committelv  have  further  received 
undoubted  informatioYi  that  a  large  quan- 
tity of  pike-heads  had  been  ordered  of 
one  individual,  and  250  actually  made  by 
liini,  and  deli^^erod  and  paid  for.  It  was 
also  undoubtedly  intended  to  liberate  the 
prisoners,  in  \h^  principal  gaols  in  or 
tibotit  the  Metropolis,  in  the  hope  of  tlieir 
concurrence  and  assistance  in  the  intend- 
ed insurrection.  Addresses  were  intro- 
duced into  some  of  those  prisons,  and  re- 
commended to  txTommnnicated  to  others, 
in  which  the  persons  confined  were  in- 
vited, in  the  name  of  the  tri-coloured 
Comwiittee,  1  orally  round  the  tri-coloured 
standard,  which  would  he  erected  on 
Monday,  Decend.>er  the  2d,  and  to  wear 
tri-co!onrcd  cockades  the-ruselves.  It  was 
promised  that  the  prisoners  should  be 
tiberated  by  force,  and  arms  were  stated 
t»  be  provided  for  tlu?.ni,  and  they  were 
xlirected  to  be  ready  io  assist  in  orer- 
powering  tlie  turrdceys.  A  waggon  was 
hired  for  the  biisinciis  of  the  day,  in 
vrhich  the  tiags  and  banner  or  st;>ndard, 
•which  had  i)een  previowsly  prepared, 
together  with  some  anununition,  were 
secretly  conveyed  to  the  place  of  meet- 
ing.  From  this  wairg'OJi,  b(^fo^o  the  osten- 
sible husmrsf  of  the  day  C9iMmence(i,  in 
the  other  part  of  the  iie!^,  the  most  in- 
fla^imatory  speeches  were  delivered, 
lending  directly  to  excite  insurrection, 
concluded  by  au  trpnctd  to  the  multitude 
«ssenjbled,  whether  they  were  \)rep«rcd 
to  redress  their  own  grievances.  A  t;  i- 
Goloured  cockade  was  then  exhibited,  and 
Uie  tri-coloured  fl;ig  was  disphyefl,  and  a 
ciiini her  of  persons  followed  it  out  of  the 
field. 

Tlie  direclijon  which  they  took  w;i»  to- 
wards th-.it  part  of  the  town  previ(vHsiy 
designed  ;  gnnsmitlis'  ^hops  were  broken 
open,  addresse.s  ynd  otfers  w(^rc  made  to 
the  soldiers  at  the  Tower  to  ijiduce  them 
to  open  the  gatei?  j  but  fivm  the  fuUure  of 
tlm  numbers  (hvpe.ct&dtojoin  the iusur^orts, 
IK)  attempt  was  made  to  force  the  gates. 
All  attack  was  however  made  upon  the 
(?ily  MagiFtriitcs  assembled  in  the  Royal 
lixehange,  a  sliot  fired,  and  a  t;i-colour 
fl:)g  and  coekade  openly  displ;»yed  and 
seized  oTi  the  offentier. 

In  reviewing  tUe  >vhole  of  the  transac- 
tions of  the  2d  of  December,  y-urC'om- 
wiittee  are  tirndy  persuaded,  tlunt,  iiovv- 
ever  improbable  the  suciess  of '  fcut'h  a 
plan  may  aj.>pear,  it  yet  w;i.s  (!c!il>e]  ately 
f)remeditated  by  desperate  men,  who  cal- 


culated without  reasonable  grottnci  upon 
defection  of  their  ©pposers;  and  upon 
active  support  from  those,  multitudes^,, 
whose  distress  they  liad  witnessed,  and 
whom  they  had  vctiniy  instigated  to  levolt^ 
That  consecjuently  it  was  not  merely  the 
sudden  ebullition  of  the  moment,  or  the 
unauthorized  attempt  of  any  unconnected 
individual. 

Your  Committee  are  further  convincedp. 
that  notwithstanding  the  t^d'hwe  on  the- 
2d  of  Decern bsF^  the  snme  designs  still 
continue  to  be  prosecuted '  with  sanguh»e 
hof>es  of  success. 

Your  Cownn'ttee  having  thus  slated  the 
general  result  of  the  evrdence  whicli 
i);)s  been  laid  before  them,  respecting- 
the  state  of  the  Metrofwlis,  have  now 
the  no  less  painful  duty  of  calling  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  what  h»s  been 
passing  during'  the  same  period  iR  ditfer^ 
ent  parts  of  the  country,  a  subject  of 
equally  momentous  consideration.  The 
first  thing  which  has  here  forced  itself 
upon  their  observation,  is  the  widely 
diffused  ramification  of  a  system  of 
Clvbs,  associfited  professedly  f(»r  the  ptir- 
pose  of  Parliamentary  Reform,  upon  the 
most  extended  principle  of  universal 
si'ff'rar/e  and  arinuftlparliamerils.  These 
Clubs  ill  gener:d  dc?'  .ate  themselves  by 
the  same  name  ot'  ilamjnJev.  Clubs.  On 
the  professed  objects  of  their  institution, 
they  appear  to  be  in.  communication  and 
connection  with  the  Club  of  that  name  in 
Lo7tdoyu 

Itappcfirsto  be  part  of  the  system  of 
these  Clubs,  to  promote  aji  extension  of 
clubs  of  the  same  name  and  nature,  so 
widely,  as,  if  possible,  to  include  every 
village  in  the  kingdom.  The  leadittg- 
members  are  active  in  the  circu!«tion  of 
publications  likeh/  to  promote  their  object , 
PetitJai^.M,  readtf  ■preparcdy  have  been  sent 
doicrt  front  the  metropolis  to  all  Societies 
in  the  country  disposed  to  receive  them. 
The  connnuuication  between  these  Clubs 
tiihei*  places  by  the  mission  of  delegates  ; 
delegates  from  these  Clubs  in  the  covniru; 
have usiemhled  in  London,  and  are  expected 
to  assemble  again  earUj  in  Blarch.  Wliat- 
ever  may  be  the  real  object  of  these  Club* 
in  genera!,  vour  Committee  have  no  hesi-- 
ti'tion  in  stating,  from  iuforni;Uion  on 
winch  they  plac(3  full  reliance,  that  in  far 
the  areater  fiumber  of  them,  imd  pnrticu- 
hrlv 
great 

and  Derbysh.ir(?,  ar,!l  which  arecompoiscd 
r  of    the  lovvwr  ordc^r  of  artizy.ns,  7iolhin{f 
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short  of  a  Ri?^(jiu^ioji.istJie^li^!^ct^^xpm^^^ 
and  avowed,     'r  T>i;ij^Vr<-:«  *■<  i;*'v*-V.i  ;  •  -^ 

Your  Coiimiit1ee'&i^/ii6iXi.egjLJ^i'^    un- 
doubted inforwjatioM,    that-^ltr   doctrines 
of  tlie  Spencean  Clubs  have  bc^n  widely 
diffused  through    the  couiilry,  cither  by 
the  exteusioii  o^ similar  aecieties,  or  more 
frequeniiy     by    tlje  interveiitioii  of  nds- 
sionaries'or  deleyates^  \vh.ose  business  it  is 
to  propagate  those  doctrines  throughout 
every  society  to  whieli  they  have  access. 
It  is  the  universal  practice   of  tisese  So- 
cieties, to  require  from   the   mcoibers  a 
suudFVveekly  subscription,  whicfi  provides 
a   fund  for  the   expences  of   these  mis- 
sionaries,   and   also  for  the   purch;<*e  of 
seditious  tracts,  which  are  read  and  com- 
mented on  at  their  meetings.     Some  of 
these  tracts,  now  before  your  Committee, 
inculcate  in  tlie  most  artful  mani.'er,  the 
necessity  of  overturnijig  what  they  call 
*'  The  Privileged  Class,''  as  distinguished 
from  the  people,    who  are  described  as 
<:ousisting   of  labourers,  artizans,  trades- 
men, and  every    profession   useful  to  so- 
ciety.    A  new  order  is  declared  to  be  the 
will  of  tliG  people;  rebellion  is  justified 
by  the  assertion  that  a  nation   eannot    be 
a   rebel  ;  and  all  rehgion  is  disavowed,  as 
well  as  loyalty,  by  the  assertion,  in  an- 
swer to  the   question,    "  Would  you  live 
**  without  Gods  or  Kings" — *•  We  abjure 
**  tyranny  of  every  kind  ?" 

It  seems,  indeed,  to  be  part  of  tbfi 
system  adopted  b>/  these  Societies^  to  pre- 
pare the  minds  of  the  people  for  the  de- 
struction of  the  present  frame  of  society, 
by  undermining  not  only  their  habits  of 
decent  and  regular  subordination,  but  all 
the  principles  of  morality  and  religion. 
Your  Committee  find,  'that  there  is 
scarcely  any  very  numerous  Society,  in 
the  parts  above  referred  to,  of  whose'pro- 
cecdings  they  have  obtained  an  account, 
in  which  some  of  the  leading  speiiker§ 
«io  not  openly  avow  tjje  most  sedilicnis 
opinions,  and  do  not  excite  their  hearers 
to  be  prepared  for  actual  insnrreetion. 
Topics  for  discussion  arc  selected  with 
this  view  ;  amongst  others,  tlie  question, 
whether  the  Jacobin  or  the  Loyalist  was 
the  best  friend  to  his  country  }  Even 
where  petirioning  is  re-commended,  it  is 
proposed  to  he  connected  in  sucli  a  man- 
iier,  by  an  i?nmcme  nnrnber  of  delegates 
attending  ni  London  at  the  sfmc  time,  in 
several  ptirties,  attached  to  each  petition, 
as  might  induce  an  ellbrt  to  obtain  by 
force  whatever  they  demanded.  A  gene- 
ral idea  stems  prevalent  among  those 
who  compose  these  societies,  that  some 
Vi^tv^  d^s,  at  no  very  great  distiuice,  is  to 


.|t)e  appointed  for  a  general  rising.  ITiey 
have  been  taught  to  look  to  the  meeting* 
in  London  as  the  signal  for  tlieir  opera- 
tions, and  have  been  in  the  habit  of  ad- 
journing their  own  assemblie*  simultane- 
ously to  the  same  day  ;  and  it  is  a  lament- 
able instance  of  the  connnon  interest 
which  they  feel,  if  not  of  the  connection 
which  is  formed  with  those  most  impl> 
eated  in  the  outrages  committed  ia  the 
metropolis,  that  about  Manchester  and 
some  other  places,  the  greiitest  exultatio* 
was  manifested  previous  to  the  meetin«f 
in  Spa-fields  on  the  ^d  of  December  j  and 
the  takiiig  of  the  Tower  and  the  luin  of 
the  Bank  were  puhlicb^  and  confidently 
predicted.  The  news  of  tlie  result  w«8 
impatiently  expected,  the  roads  were 
crowded  during  tlie  night  with  a  number 
oi  persons,  many  of  them  delegates  from 
the  ditf'erent  societies  in  the  coHntr}^ 
waiting  for  the  arrival  of  the  mail  '•oach, 
and  the  disappointment  was  not  concealed, 
when  it  loas  ascertained  that  t/ie  riot  had 
been  quelled  without  much  serious  or  e^-- 
ten  sk'€  ru  isch  ief. 

It  appears,  tjiat  the  confidence  of  the 
disaffected  is  such,  that  they  represent  the 
numbers  enrolled  as  amounting  to  several 
hundred  thous;uKl,  andthnt  tlieir  scnieties 
are  daily  increasing;  that  in  tW'ir  lists 
they  distinguish  by  jjarticular  marks  those 
among  their  subscribers  who  are  able- 
bodied  men,  and  ready  to  act  when  r<- 
quired  ;  and  that  tjiey  also  keep  a  list  c^ 
those  who  refuse  ia  join  them  in  what 
thefyrail  a  "  Black  ]'>ook,"  and  tiire;<tej* 
vengeance  against  f  hc«>e  persons  when  (he 
general  insurrection  si»all  take  pla<'e.  in 
some  part*  of  one  populous  county,  whcce 
nearly  every  viJirge  h:n>  already  its  Hamp- 
den Club,  the  members  make  it  no  se<:ret 
that  they  cowsidor  theniNelves  as  «Nf  no 
other  use  than  as  being  re^dy  to  set 
^vheiiever  they  arc  called  upon  ;  on  their 
adtiiission  they  are  said  to  be  listed,  and 
receive  a  secret  card,  with  the  words  "  Vm 
Ready,  Be  Steady." 

The  Inbits  and  manners  of  these  pet- 
sous  seem  entireh  changed;  they  already 
calculate  upon  the  share  of  land  v^  hicli  CRch 
is  to  possess,  and  poiiit  out  tJje  destruc- 
tion of  the  churches,  as  the  necessary  ooj;- 
sequence  of  their  success.  It  a[>peari  that 
preparations  are  in  prof»Tess,  in  several 
places,  for  provtdiiig  arms ;  the  deiuami 
upon  gunsmiths,  for  every  species  of  fire 
arms,  has  hven  beyond  a!i  formei-  exai?>- 
ple;  the  intemion  is  prGfesst".!,  of  having 
recourse  for  a  sliii  iHrger  su[^ply  lo  those 
towns  where  arn)r,  are  niKnufactured,  and 
whene  they  are  to  be  obtained  at  a  vcrv 
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low  rate,  from  the  general  cheapness  of 
labour  at  this  time;  or  in  c«se  of  neces- 
«iity  they  are  to  be  seized  by  force.  The 
facility  of  convcvtiug  implenienls  ef  hus- 
bandry into  offensive  weapons,  hjis  been 
suggested  5  and  j)€rsons  have  been  sent  to 
observe  the  state  of  pnr{K;«<ar  places, 
■where  dep6ts  of  arms  for  lh«  pubfie  ser- 
*k*  were  supposed  t«  have  l)een  formed. 

Your  Committee  find,  thivt  a  sys^m  of 
fltecret  association  lias  been  exti^nded  t© 
the  nianufacturiiig  popuintion  of  Glaw- 
j^w,  an<l  some  other  populous  towns  of 
45cotlaii<J ;  and  although  these  sotneties 
have  availed  t.hemselves  of  the  .same  pre- 
itextf  of  Pariutmcntunj  Reform  on  the 
h'oadtist  basis.,  yeur  Cowimittee  are  firmly 
persuaded,  from  the  iaformntion  "which 
bas  been  laid  befor*  them,  that  their  ulti- 
Kiate  ©bject  is  the  overthrow  by  fcn'e  of 
ttxe  existing  farm  of  goverument.  That 
Hie  time  for  attempting  this  enterprize 
was  to  depend  ©11  tke  simultaneous  rising 
•f  the  disaffected  in  Eugliindj  "x^th  some 
«Biissaries  from  whom  occasional  inter- 
course appears  to  have  taken  place,  aad 
that  some  provisiou  of  weapons  has  been 
TBade  by  this  rissociation. 

Your  Committee  have  tiow  subiortfod 
tl»  the  House,  what  they  conceive  to  be  a 
iair,  and  not  exaggerated  stfttemmit  of  the 
result  of  their  investigation.  They  have 
thought  themselves  precluded  irom  iusert- 
•ing,  in  an  appendix,  the  information  from 
which  it  is  drawn,  by  the  consideratign, 
ti>at  unless  it  were  extremely  partial  and 
iocumplete,  tiiey  could  not  mak«  it  public 
without  hazarding  the  persona!  safety  of 
m^ny  useful  and  many  respectable  indivi- 
duals, and  in  some  instances  witljout  pre- 
judicing the  due  administi-ation  of  public 
justice. 

On  a  review  of  the  whole,  it  is  a  great 
■satisfaction  to  your  Committee  to  observe, 
"tiiat,  notwithstanding  the  alarmiiig  pro- 
gress which  has  been  made  in  tlie  system 
j»f  extending  dijia:ftection  and  sec  vet  socie- 


ties, its  success  has  be^n  confined  to  the 
principal  manufactnriBg  districts,  wherl? 
the  diKtres$  is  more  prevalent,  and  num* 
bers  more  easily  collected  ♦  and  that  even 
in  many  of  these  districts,  privations  have 
been  borne  with  exemplary  patience  and 
resignation,  and  the  attempts  of  the  disaf- 
fbcted  have  been  disappointed ;  that  few 
if  any  of  Ihe  higher  orders  or  evea  of  the 
middle  class  of  society,  and  scarcely  any 
of  the  agricultural  population  have  lent 
theuaselvcs  to  tlt^  more  violent  of  these  pro- 
jf^ts.  Great  allowance  must  be  made  for 
those  who,  under  the  pressure  of  urgent 
distress,  have  been  led  to  listen  to  plausi- 
ble and  confident  delna^agucSy  in  this  eol- 
fectfitioK  of  immediuts  relief.  Tt  is  to  be 
hoped,  that  m#>ny  of  those  who  have  en- 
gaged, to  a  eej*^ain  extent,  ia  fhe  projoetft 
of  the  disaffected,  Knf  in  wh^in  the  prin- 
ciples of  moral  and  religious  duty  have«ot 
beeu  extinguished  or  perverted  by  tlie 
most  profane  and  miserable  sophistry, 
wonM  withdraw  themselves  before  those 
projects  were  pushed  to  actual  insarrec- 
tion. 

But,  with  all  these  allowances,  yow 
Committee  eannot  contemplate  the  acti- 
vity and  arts  of  the  leaders  in  this  eonspi- 
racy,  ond  the  numbers  whom  they  have 
alrefidy  seduced,  and  may  seduce  -,  the 
oatks  by  which  many  of  thera  are  bound 
toother ;  the  n^ans  suggested  and  pre* 
pnred  for  the  forcible  attainment  of  their 
objects-,  the  nature  of  the  objects  them- 
selves, which  are  m)t  only  tlie  overthrow 
of  nil  the  poHlical  institutions  of  the  king- 
dom, but  also  such  a  subversion  of  the 
rights  and  principles  of  property,  as  must 
necessarily  lead  to  general  confusion,  plun- 
der, and  bloodshed  ;  without  submitting, 
to  the  most  serious  attention  of  the  House, 
the  dangers  which  exist,  and  which  th4i 
utmost  vigilauce  of  Gove\-nment,  itnder 
the  txistivff  ku>s,  has  been  found  inad«.' 
quate  to  prevent. 

«^  F(tkvrtavij\  18 1'r. 
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is  Groom  of  the  Stole,  the  Marquis  of 
Buckingham,  whose  father  was  a  Teller 
of  the  Exchequer,  Old  George  Rose, 
who  is  evefy  thing,  Lord  Palmeretoii, 
who  is  Secretary  at  War,  Mr.  Sturges 
Bourne,  who  is  a  Lord  of  th«Trfaiury» 
Mr.  Gamier,  who  is  Apothecary  Ge- 
neral, Earl   Malmsbury,   who   has   a 
heavy  pension,  Lord  Fitzharris,  who 
is  Governor  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  for 
l(fe,  and  several  other  persona.    There 
was  a  requisition  sent  to  the  Sheriif 
before  the  one  here  mentioned  was 
sent  to  him;  but,  this  other  was  car- 
ried to  him'  by  my  son  John  a  few 
days  before  he  was  Sheriff,     My  son 
wished  to  leav9  it   with  him.     No. 
That  was  not  approved  of.     It  might 
be  brought   to    him  again   tiw*  next 
Mondaij ;   but,  wtuea  carried  to  him 
aijain,    another  had  been  brought  t9 
hmi  along  with  his  pai&rU  of  Sheriff  I 
Oars  w«8  therefore  set  aside,  though 
it  had  b©en  tendsr^d  first ;  and,  when 
my  son  suggested,  that  both  mi^kt  be 
inserted  in  the  call,  as  was  done  last 
year  by  poor  talking  BosAjiftUEX,  the 
impartiality  of  Mr.  Flbmino-  induced 
him  to  refuse  to  do  it,  though  he  very 
condescendingly  oiFered  to  have  our 
names  put  under  the  requisition  of  the 
Groom  of  the  Stole,  the  Apothecary 
General,  and  Old  Qborge  Rose,  an 
honour,  of  which  we  had  too  much 
modesty  to  accept. 

Upon  this  occasion  every  nerve  ap- 
pears to  have  been   strained   by  the 


TO   THE 

Good  and  True 
-  MEN  OF  HAMPSHIRE. 

Meeting  at  Winchester. — Outrageous 
Parsons. — -Dreadful  Row. — Lock* 
hart  the  Brave. — Challenge  of  Lock- 
hart  the  Brave  to  Mr.  Cobbeti. — 
The  Sinecure  Crevo^s  Flight. — 
Mr.  Cobbett  chaired. — No  Address 
agreed  to  by  the  Meeting. — Cash- 
man's  Death. — Arrests  in  Lan- 
cashire. ^ 

Lojiden,  loth  March,  18x7. 
My  Worthy  Countrymen, 

The  necessity  of  going  into  Hamp- 
shrrawill  compel  me  to  coufiae  myself 
this  week  within  very  narrow  limits; 
but,  in  ray  next  I  shall  resume  the  dis- 
cussion relative  to  the  famous  Bills, 
which  have  totally  changed  the  situ- 
ation of  every  man  in  this  country, 
and  shall  endeavour  to  put  the  whole 
of  that  matter  in  so  clear  a  light,  that 
no  human  creature,  who  reads  what 
I  write,  shall  want  any  more  informa- 
tion relative  to  it.  In  such  a  case, 
the  main  thing .  is,  to  give  the  great 
mass  of  the  people  a  clear  and  true 
idea  of  what  the  things  are  Avhich  have 
been  done ;  for,  when  that  is  onee 
fixed  in  thoir  minds,  never,  no,  never, 
will  it  be  got  out  again.  There  it 
will  live  as  ld*ng  as  life  shall  animate 
the  frame. 

Few  comparatively  of  you  were  at  whole  of  the  Nobility,  Gentry  and 
the  Meeting,  but  you  must  all  hear  CUrgy  in  the  country,  and  upon  my 
the  story  of  Lockhart  the  Brave,  arrival  in  Winchester  (from  Loudon) 
However,  this  story  must  come  in  at    at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,   news 

assailed  me  from  all  quarters,  that 
there  was  a  plan  resolved  on  for  effec- 
tually preventing  Lord  CocHtiAWE 
and  all  those  who  might  tJke  part  with 
him  from  being  heard  ;  and  when  the 
meeting  was  opened  we  soon  discover- 
ed, that  this  plan  was,  if  possible,  to 


its  proper  place  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  tumultuous  eleventh  of  March. 
You  will  bear  in  mind,  that  .the 
Meeting  was  called  by  Mr.  Fleming 
(late  Willis)  who  is  the  high  sheriit, 
in  consequence  of  a  requisition  signed 
by  the  Marquis  of  Winchester,  who 
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be  carried  int©  execution.  There  was  ' 
good  sense  in  it  on  the  part  of  our  ad* 
versaries ;  for,  they  were  sure  to  bt: 
beaten,  if  we  were  lieard,  and  they 
could  only  be  beaten  if  we  were  not, 
and  as  to  shame^  you  will  soon  see, 
tl.at  that  formed  no  obstacle  in  their 
way. 

When  the  High  Sheriff  had  read 
the  rcquisilion  and  opened  (he  Meet- 
ing, I  offered  myself  to  the  Meeting 
with  a  paper  in  my  hand.  It  was  a 
copy  of  our  requisition^  and  my  ob- 
ject was  merely  to  state,  on  that  sub- 
ject, what  I  haye  above  stated  to  jou. 
But,  the  Sheriff  did  not^  and  could 
not,  know  what  it  was.  It  might  be 
an  address ;  and,  as  I  had  the  first 
word,  it  wa«  his  duty  to  \{:i  me  pro- 
ceed, lie  insisted  that  /  should 
not  ;  and  that  another  addr«^ss  should 
be  moved  first  by  Sir  Charles 
■Ogh-.,  a  gentleman  fixed  upon,  pro- 
bably, for  his  inoffensive  and  amiable 
character.  I  insisted  on  my  right, 
and  now  began  a  scene  of  uproar  such 
as  I  never  before  witnessed.  I  be- 
sought the  little  dull  Sheriff  to  let  me 
€nly  say  ten  Avords  \o  explain  the 
aSfair  of  the  two  requisitions.  No.  He 
was  in  hopes  that  I  should  not  %9\.  a 
hearing.  There  Ave  st»od  for  half  an 
hour.  Noise  on  both  sides  so  fhat 
not  a  word  conld  be  heard. 

The  people  were  assembled  in  the 
court-yard  of  the  Castle,  on  one  of  the 
sides  of  which  is  the  Grand  Jury 
Chamber,  liaving/bwr  xundows^  from 
which  the  speakers  were  to  speali. 
The  chamber  was  at  once  filled  full, 
io  the  amount  of,  perhaps,  a  hundred 
persons,  Consistr«Mg  chiefly  of  clergy- 
men, custom-house  people,  barrack 
people,  and  the  like,  who,  with  sticks 
and  umbrellas,  and  heels  of  shoes,  and 
with  shoutings,  groanings,  Iiissings, 
spittings^  and  other  means  of  annoy- 
ance, endeavoured  to  stun  and  over- 
whelm us.  However,  all  would  not 
,^0.  Our  friends  without  returned 
the  charge  with  interest,  and  nothing 
could  be  heard.  At  last  came  for- 
ward Sir  Charles  Ogle  with  the  Ad- 
dress,  r^ad^  engrossed  upon  parck^ 


ment,  *I  suppose  he  did  read  it,  for, 
being  at  the  npxt  window,  I  saw  his 
lips  move  ;  but,  I  am  sure,  that  he 
himself  did  not  heir  the  Bonnd  of  liis 
own  voice,  and  I  most  do  him  the 
justice  io  say,  that  ho  appeared  hear- 
tily ashamed  of  the  part  that  he  had 
been  selected  to  act.  Mr.  Ashton 
Smith  came  forward  to  second  that 
which  nobody  had  heard  read.  He 
put  his  hand  a  little  way  out  of  the 
window,  but,  as  if  »track  by  the  ar- 
row that  ilyeth  by  day,  he  drew  it  in 
under  a  shout  of  disapprobation 
enough  to  kill  a  gentleman  dead  upon 
the  spot,  wb«n  he  reflected  that  it 
came  from  the  lips  of  his  own  neigh- 
bours. 

As  yet  i\\t  meeting  knew  nothing 
of  what  had  been  done.  But,  Lord 
Cochrane,  who  had  obtained  a  look 
only  at  a  copy  of  the  Address  now 
began  to  move  another  Address  as  aX 
amendment  to  it  ;  and,  here  it  was 
that  the  mortification  and  rage  of 
our  opponents,  particularly  of  those 
within^  began  io  discaTW  itself  in 
symptoms  bordering  vwy  closely  on 
those  of  hydrophobia,  or  dog-madness. 
It  was  now  most  curious  to  observe 
the  working*)  in  the  miods  of  djfl'erent 
descriptions  of  the  audience.  A  great 
number  of  the  tenants  had  been  press- 
ed into  the  service  of  our  opponents ; 
some  of  their  tradesmen  ;  many  dock- 
yard people  and  taxing  people.  In 
the  minds  of  many  of  these,  there  was 
a  real  inclination  on  our  side;  and,  in 
the  minds  of  many  more,  curiosiii]  was 
too  powerful,  for  the  moment,  at  least, 
for  the  sense  of  obedience.  So  that 
the  Parsons  and  some  Ui\7  others  find- 
ing the  task  of  interruption  devolving 
upon  themselves,  and  having  hardly 
any  but  their  own  voices,  became  shy; 
and  silence  was  produced.  His  Lord- 
ship began  by  enquiring  iato  the  con- 
duct of  the  little  Sheriff  in  preferring 
the  other  requisition  to  that  which 
his  Lordship  had  signed,  and  stated, 
as  a  probable  reason  for  the  preference, 
that  some  of  the  persons,  who  had 
signed  the  former  requisition,  had  re-> 
ifgiveU  tut  of  th9  public  money  m^rc 
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than  enough  to  pai)  all  (hs  poor-rates 
of  Hampshire  fur  ten  years!  His 
Lordship,  after  a  variety  of  most  ex- 
cellent remarks,  was  proceeding  to 
road  his  amendment,  when  tbeSMEiiiFF 
interrupted  him  bj  saying,  that,  as 
those  subjects  were  not  proposed  in 
the  requisition^  they  could  not,  and 
should  not,  be  put  to  the  Meeting, 
If  the  little  man's  ears  have  recovered 
the  salute,  which  he  received  upon  this, 
he  is  happy,  at  any  rate,  in  his  hear- 


ing faculties. 


though,  to  me,  deafness 


would  have  been  lar  preferable  to  the 
receiving  of  sounds  more  than  suffix 
cient  to  kill  a  man  of  any  feeling. 

The  contest  now  was,  whether  Lord 
Cochrane  should  be  allowed  to  pro- 
pose his  amendment.  The  Sherifi*  in- 
sisted that  he  should  not,  and  a  vast 
mnjority  of  the  people  insisted  that  lie 
should.  What  'he  amendment  was  I 
could  not  precisely  discover;  for  1 
was  at  the  right  hand  window,  the  She- 
riff at  the  second,  and  Lord  Cochrane 
at  the  third.  T«>  get  at  his  Lordship 
was  impossible.  About  twenty  Par. 
sonsh?Ld  placed  themselves  at  his  back, 
and  would  suffer  no  one  to  approach 
him.  I  asked  to  be  permitted  to  do 
so^  and,  upon  observing  to  one  of  the 
Parsons  in  the  rear  rank  of  this  true 
Church  Militant,  that  I  wanted  to 
speak  to  his  Lordshij)  :  "  I  know 
*'  you  do,^'  said  he,  "  and  /  's^ant 
^'  that  you  shall  not  /'' 

After  this  state  of  uproar  had  lasted 

Vvas  a 
It  was  Mr. 
l^ecKHAUT  of  the  Honourable  House. 
His  name  was  announced.  Uiicertalnfy 
produced  silence.  A  lazcyer^  a  Mem- 
ber  of  Parliament^  a  learned  friend. 
He  would  surely  put  us  irito  tlie  right 
path  !  Ha  began  by  a  declaration 
of  his  impartiality.  He  stated  broadly, 
that  nothing  rould  be  regularly  pro- 
posed to  the  Meeting,  which  had  not 
been  announced  in  the  requisition  ; 
and   that,  therefore,  the  Noble  Lord    fined  itself  to  the  Nobility,   Gentry 


for  about  half  an 
new  actor  put  forward 


hour,  there 


requisition,  out  of  the  limits  of  which 
we  were  not  permitted  to  travel  in  the 
smallest  degree.  Mr.  Lockhakt  had 
begun  his  speech  by  observing,  that 
he  was  stir©  he  should  not  incar  the 
displeasure  of  the  Meeting,  and  that 
the  only  favour  he  had  to  beg  of  them 
was  not  to  inter rujH  him  by  their  «/;- 
plauses^  a  favour  which  was  readil/ 
granted  ;  for,  no  sooner  was  it  per- 
ceived, that  his  object  was  to  prevent 
Lord  Cochrane  from  moving  his 
amendment,  than  he  became  an  actor 
in  dumb  show. 

Loud  Cochrane  had  spoken,  and  had 
been  hoard  too,  'till,  with  the  noise  at 
his  back  and  all  together,  he  appeared 
to  be  nearly  exhausted  ;    and,  besides, 
my  tongue  really  ached  to  be  at  this 
Learned  Friend.     Curiosity  was  now- 
more  powerful  in  consequence,  partly, 
of  my  announcing  my  object  to  be  to 
answer  the  Learned  and  Honoura^U 
Member.     The  silence  was  complete. 
I  took  Mr.  Lockhart  upon   his  own 
ground;  said  that   I   was  willing  t© 
agree  to  the  Address  as  far  as  it  was 
strictly  conformable  to  the   requisi- 
tion ;   and,  Gven  if  I  found,  that  it  did 
depart  from  the  gentleman's  own  rule, 
I  would  agree  to  it,  provided,  that  its 
meaning  were   made  clear,   and  that 
nothing  amounting  to  downright  non« 
sense  was  left  in  it.    First,  then,  I  beg- 
ged to  be  furnished  with  the  Requi- 
sition, which  the  Sheriff  very  sulkily 
handed  down  to  me  from  his  window, 
and    which   I    read  in   the   following 
words :    *'  We,  the  undersigned  Free- 
"  holders  of  the  County  of  Southamp- 
''  too,  request  you  will  fix  an  early 
'^  day  for  a  County  Meeting^  to  con- 
"  sider  of  an  Address  to  his   Royal 
"  Highness  the  Prince  Regent,  en  ths 
"  outrageous  and   treasonable  attack 
'*  madd  upon  his  P».oyal  Highness   on 
"  his  return  from  opening  the  Session 
^*  of  Parliaiceut."     Then    I   obtained 
a  copy  of  their  Address,   which  con- 


had  discovered  '^  gross  ignorance"'  of 
the  mode  of  proceeding  upon  such  oc- 
ca.sions,  when  he  introduced  subjects, 
which  had  not  been  announced  in  the 


instead  of 

generiH^''' 


Clergy,   and  Freeholders, 
going  to  ^'  inhabitants  in 
which  words,  for  the  reasons  which 
I    stated,    I   proposed   to   ic?trcduce. 

L  2 
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Next,  to  get  rid  of  a  small  portion  of 
nonsense^  I  proposed,  that  the  Address 
should  be  "  laid  before  His  Royal  High- 
'^  ness,"  instead  of  being  laid  "  at  his 
'»' Royal  Highnesses /^e^."    Next,  this 
address,  which   Mr.  Lockhart  had  as- 
serted to  be  strictly  confined  to  the  mat- 
ters propounded  intheRequisition, con- 
tained '^  a  pudge  to  support  the  Rett- 
''  gion  and  ComtiiuUon  of  the  Coun- 
'^  try."    For  Reli^on  I  had  no  objec- 
tion to  substitute  Tythes^  if  Mr.  Lock- 
hart  would  give  his  consent ;  but  I  said, 
from  what  I  had  recid^  that  I,  who  was 
a  true  Churchman,  was  afraid  he  rcpuld 
■not !     This  threw  the  Learned  Friend 
into  utter  confusion,  and  even   made 
the  Parsons  prick  up  their   ears  and 
dart  a  lookjit  him  from  all  quarters  ! 
The  Farmers  pricked  up  their  ears  too, 
and  began  to  smirk  and  to  look  side- 
ways slyly  at   the  Parsons,   bringing 
their  chiws  down  upon  their  cravats  at 
the    same   time.      The   little   Sheriff 
himself  was  at  a  loss  what  course  to 
pursue.     All  was  dead  silence,  while 
I,  In  a  low,  solemn  and  sort  of  pro- 
phetic tone,   bade   the    parsons   take 
warning,    that,   before    that   day  two 
years ^  they  would  have  causa  to  re- 
member my  words, and  would  see  how 
foolish  bc-yond  all    foolishness    their 
conduct  had  been  in  opposing   a  re- 
form of  the  parliament  and  in  so  ran- 
Gourously    pursuing     its     advocates. 
Lord  FiTZiiARRis  is,  in  the  Morning 
Chronicle,  reported  to  have  said,  that 
nothing  could  be  heard  at  the  mcetfng. 
His  Lordship   could    not  have  been 
there.     Never  was  silence  more  com- 
plete ;  never  was  impression  deeper, 
Mr.  LocKHAiiT  was  in  vain   invited 
to  answer.    Not  a  word  had  he  to  say  ; 
and  an  attempt  which  he  had  made  to 
explain,  that  by  Religion  was  meant 
the  Prince^  the  Prince  being  the  Head 
of  the  Church,  was  turned  into  such 
ridicule,    and  excited  such  bursts  of 
laughter,  even  amongst  our  opponents, 
that  the  Learned  Expositor  seemed  to 
be   absolutely   sinking    through    the 
iloor.       He  skulked    back  from  the 
•window,  and  took  shelter  amongst  the 
parsojis,  who  seemed  to  avoid  him,  as 


the  herd  always  shun  a  wounded  or 
hunted  deer. 

But,  Mr.  Lookhart's  mortification 
was  not  even  yet  at  its  height ;  for,  if 
the  word  Religion  meant  the  Prince^ 
Constitution^  which  we  were  also  to 
pledge  ourselves  to  support,  could  not 
mean  the  same  thing,  and  besides,  the 
Learned  Expositor  had  said,  that  by 
Constitution  were  meant  King,  Lords^f 
and  Commons.  Here,  then,  the  address 
had  travoiled  out  of  the  Requisition, 
or  the  Learned  Expositor  had  been 
wrong  in  his  exposition;  aod,  I  had 
to  leave  it  to  the  Meeting  to  decide^ 
who  had  discovered  the  "'  grossest 
"  ignorance,^'  the  l^earned  Member 
or  the  Noble  Lord.  This,  however, 
being  so  loose  a  phrase  as  to  admit  of 
so  many  interrtiptions,  I  proposed  to 
amend  the  Address  by  inserting,  after 
the  word  Constitution^  "  as  established 
"  by  Magna  Charia^  the  Bill  of  Rights^ 
"  and  the  Act  of  Habeas  Corpus,  for 
'"'  zohich  our  forefathers  fought  and 
''  bled,''^  with  which  amendment  I  was 
willing  for  the  Address  to  pass  una- 
nimously. 

There  was  something  so  moderate, 
so  reasonable,  so  manifestly  just  and 
proper  in  this,  that  our  opponents 
could  not  for  very  shame  object  to 
it.  Mr.  Lockhart  was  called  upon 
by  the  whole  Meeting  to  come  for- 
ward. He  had  the  merit,  though  a 
lawyer,  of  discovering  some  degree 
of  reluctance  to  oppose  a  thing  so 
manifestly  right.  But  after  taking 
time  to  rally  his  spirits,  he  put  his 
head  forth,  and  said:  "  Gentlemen,  if 
^'  you  adopt  Mr.  Cobbett's  amend- 
*^  monts,  you  will  declare  against 
"  loyalty,  and  for  every  thing  that  is 
"  seditious  and  wieked^  Upon  which, 
I  said,  ''  Now,  Gentlemen,  I  am 
'*  happy  to  say,  that  however  we  may 
'^  have  been  misled  by  our  passions 
"  this  day  to  express  our  dilFerences 
'•'-  in  so  violent  a  manner,  upon  one 
"  point,  I  am  sure  we  shall  be  per- 
'^  fectly  unanimous,  and  that  is,  that 
'•'  Mr.  Lockhart  has  been  guilty  of  the 
^'foulest  misrepresentation  that  ever 
''  was  made  by  mortal  man."  Where- 
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upon    one    big    parson,     under    th© 
windov7,  exclaimed,    "not  half/ow/ 
"  enough;^''  but  with  that  single   ex- 
ception,   such   a  roar   of  indignation 
as    was    then     uttered     against     the 
Leamed    Friend    as    f   never    before 
heard  in  my  life  ;  and  most  assuredly 
he  merited  it,   as  you  will  clearly  see 
by  looking  at  the  words  by  which   I 
had  proposed   to  amend   the  address, 
and  which  words  I  had    wrote   down 
upon   paper  in   th«  presence    of  wit- 
nesses, which  words  1  repeatedly  read 
from  the  paper,  and  from  which  paper 
I  have  copied  the  words  now.     This 
shout  of    indignation    produced     the 
challeui^e  from  Lockhart   the  Brave, 
of  which  I  shall  speak  by  and  by. 

Mr.  Hunt  seconded  the  Amend- 
ments, and  was  heard  very  well  for 
about  half  an  hour.  Great  impatienc*? 
was  now  testified  by  our  opponents  to 
put  an  end  to  the  Meeting.  ''  Pray,  Mr. 
Sheriff,  dissolve;  pray,  Mr.  Sheriff, 
adjourn ;"  resounded  from  the  quar- 
ters of  the  Parsons  and  Customhouse 
and  Dockyard  people  ;  but,  all  at 
once,  from  the  fom-th  window^  out 
bolted  Mr.  Henri/  Marsh,  who,  in  a 
speech  of  half  an  hour's  duration, 
and,  as  I  was  told  (for  he  was  too  far 
off  for  me  to  hear)  replete  with  wit 
and  humour  of  the  best  sort,  turned 
the  conduct  of  our  opponents  and  the 
matter  of  their  illiterate  and  slovenly 
address  into  such  ridicule,  that  scarce- 
ly a  man  could  refrain  from  laughing 
in  the  most  immoderate  maDuer. — 
The  Sheriff  strained  his  throat  in  vain 
to  call  Mr.  Marsh  to  order  ;  the  latter 
put  it  to  the  vote,  whether  he  should 
be  heard  or  not ;  the  Meeting  de- 
cided  that  he  should,  and  on  he  went 
amidst  an  uproar  of  laughter  as  loud 
as  the  shoutings  and  groanings  which 
saluted  the  ears  of  the  Sheriff  and  his 
Back,  Mr.  Loekhart,  whenever  they 
attempted  to  interfere.  The  Parsons 
and  Tax-eaters  cried  out,  "  Treason, 
**  take  him  up.  He  turns  the  attack  on 
^'  th«  Prince  into  ridicule.  Hear  him  ! 
"hear  him!  Go  oul  goon!  O,  Lord!" 
And  then  such  laughter  as  never,  I 
verily  believe,  was  heard  before  in  the 


world.  Some  of  the  farmers  and 
tradesmen  and  labouring  people  I 
could  see  putting  their  hands  to  their 
sides,  and  laughing  till  they  were 
ready  to  tumble  down.  The  women, 
and  girls,  of  whom  the  nunber  was 
not  small,  were  convulsed  with  laugh- 
ter, 'till  at  last,  it  was  more  like 
screaming  than  laughing. 

It  was  nearly  five  o'clock,  the 
Meeting  having  began  precisely  at 
twelve.  The  Sheriff  now  saw,  that 
his  power  was  of  no  avail,  and 
that,  unless  something  was  speedily 
done  for  the  poor  address,  it  could 
not  have  even  the  semblance  of  bein^ 
agreed  to.  He,  therefore,  poked  out 
his  head  to  put  the  address.  We 
called  for  the  amendments  to  beput, 
as  all  the  world  knows  they  oaght  to 
have  been.  He  and  Mr.  Lockhart 
refused  I  They  would  not  put  the 
amendments.  Not  a  word  was  heard, 
except  by  ng  uow  stood  near  the  little 
gentleman.  The  uproar  was  renewed. 
But,  having  carried  onr  point ;  having 
got  a  hearing,  and  given  a  most  fa- 
mous lashing  to  our  opponents,  we 
waved  our  hats  to  our  friends  and 
produced  a  division.  The  Sheriff 
decided  that  the  address  was  carried 
three  or  four  to  one  ;  and  I  am  most 
sincerely  persuaded,  that  the  majority 
was  on  our  side. 

Lord  Cochrane,  who,  though 
standing  within  one  window  of  tlie 
SuERiFi^  had  got  at  wo  knowledge  as 
to  the  subject  of  the  division.  His 
Lordship  concluded,  of  course,  that 
ray  amendmetls  had  been  put,  and, 
as  the  people  in  the  room  said  "  Cob- 
"  bett  is  beaten^^'  his  Lordship  then 
began  to  more  his  amendment ,  which 
was  to  set  aside  the  address  altoge-ther. 
But,  behold,  while  he  was  speaking 
with  this  object  in  view,  the  Shiriff 
packed  off,  followed  by  the  Parsons 
and  Tax-eaters,  who  ran  down  the 
Street  amidst  hisses,  groan?,  and  every 
mark  of  popular  contempt  and  Indig- 
nation !  And  Lord  Cochrane  was 
actually/  speaking,  when  the  Under 
Sheriff  came,  and  told  us,  that,  if  we 
did  not  disfterse^  he  was  ordered  to 
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take  us  inio  eusiodij !  And  yet,  the 
Morning  Chronicle  makes  Lord  Fitz- 
harris  say,  in  his  place  in  parliament, 
that  an  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  was 
given  to  the  Sheriff!  No  :  nor  would 
any  one  have  been  heard  for  a  moment 
upon  such  a  subjecf.  There  was  no 
vote  directing  who  ?^}io\i\d  present  the 
address.  It  was  no  address  at  all.  It 
was  never  heard  read  from  first  to 
last.  Indeed  Lord  Fitzharris  is 
made  to  say,  that  nothing  was  heard. 
How,  then,  could  the  address  be  the 
address  of  the  Meeting?  The  thanks 
to  the  Sheriff  and  ihe  order  for 
presenting  the  address,  was,  I  sup- 
pose, voted  at  the  Inn  after  dinner  ; 
"but,  at  the  Meeting  neither  was  ever 
so  mnch  as  heard  talk  of.         , 

The  proceedings  closed  as  I  have 
stated.  The  Winchester  correspon- 
dent of  the  CouRiEK,  who  tells  all 
sorts  of  falsehoods,  concludes  thus  : — 
'*  N.B.I  forgot  to  tell  you,  that  when 
^*  Mr.  Cobbett  left  the  Castle,  a  few 
*'  men  proposed  that  they  should  bor- 
*'  roa>  a  chair  to  carry  hin)  on  their 
*^  shoulders  to  the  inn  in  the  city  ;  he 
"  actually  watted  till  they  procured 
''  owe,  and  suffered hi?nself  to  he  carried 
*'  in  an  old  arm  chair  to  the  Black 
^'  Swan  amidst  the  hisses  and  groans 
**  of  the  Freeholders." — Yes,  he  had 
forgot  to  mention  this  in  his  letter! 
He  would  h^yt  for  gotten  it  in  the  post- 
cript  too;  but  he  was  afraid,  that  some- 
body else  might  remember  it.  Whether 
it  was  Sifew  men  or  mani^  men,whether 
it  was  in  a  borrowed  chair  or  a  bought 
whether  the  chair  were  old 
still  the  reader  will 
that  nothing  of  this  sort 
for  our  oppoTienis,  The 
truth  is,  that  I  was  not  at  all  apprized 
of  the  matter;  that  an  immense  crowd 
surrounded  me  to  shake  hands  with 
me,  and  the  kind  and  honest  hearts  of 
the  owners  of  those  hands  it  would 
comfort  me  to  think  that  I  had  with 
me,  if  I  were  thrown  down  to  the  bot- 
tom of  a  dungeon.  I  could  not  get 
along  for  the  crowd.  All  at  once  a 
chair  was  brought,  into  which  I  very 
cheerfully  got,  and,  when  I  alighted 


from  it  I  said  :  "  My  kind  and  honest 
^'  countrymen,  1  am  proud  of  the 
"  honour  you  have  done  me  for  my 
"  own  sake  ;  but,  I  am  much  more 
''  proud  of  it  as  I  deem  it  a  strong 
''  mark  of  your  unshaken  attachment 
"  to  those  undoubted  and  unalienable 
"  rights  to  which  I  have  endeavoured 
"  to  convince  you  that  you  are  enti. 
'^  tied,  and  which,  whatever  becomes 
*•  of  me,  I  trust  nothing  will  ever  in- 
*'  duce  you  to  abandon.  Be  assured, 
"  that  while  my  mind  retains  its  facul- 
ties,   and  limbs  enjoy   that  liberty 


which  innocence  ought  to  ensure  to 


a 


Ct 


chair  , 
or     new  ; 
perceive, 
was   done 


every  man,  I  never  will  cease  to 

maintain  our  cause  to  the  utmost  of 

my  power." 

While  this  was  goi-ng  on,  while 
all  was  joy  and  exultation  in  our 
breasts,  very  different  were  the  feel- 
ings of  Lockhart  the  Brave.  He  had 
come  to  mo  in  the  Grand  Jury  Cham- 
ber soon  after  I  had  charged  him  so 
justly  with  '^  foul  misrepresentation." 
He  said,  he  had  not  been  accustomed 
to  receive  language  like  that.  1  told 
him  to  come  to  me  after  the  Meeting* 
was  over.  As  we  were  going  out  of 
the'  Chamber,  he  came  again.  The 
thing  would  admit  o(  no  delay »  I  told 
him  io  come  to  the  Inn.  He  did  so, 
with  two  n\en  as  witnesses.  I  ther> 
told  him,  that  I  would  have  no  com- 
munication with  him,  except  it  was  in 
writing.  They  wanted  to  sit  down  in 
the  room,  where  Mr.  Goldsmith,  Mr. 
Hunt,  and  other  gentlemen  were  with 
me  ;  but  this  I  told  them  that  I  would 
not  suffer ;  and  bade  them  go  out  of 
the  room.  They  did  so  ;  and  then  a 
correspondence  took  place,  which  I 
insert  here  word  for  word  and  letter 
for  letter,  and,  if  the  Learned  Friend 
should  feel  sore  at  seeing  his  agitation 
exposed  in  his  illiterate  notes,  let  him 
thank  his  own  folly  and  impudence  for 
the  exposure.    • 

Sir- 
as  yon  requested  me  to  put  in 
writing  the  object  of  my  requesting  a  mert- 
ii  g  vvirli  yon,  1  bej^  to  inform  yon  it  was  with 
H  vi<  w  to  your  retracting  tl»e  word  foul 
whi-cb  you  applied  to  me,  by  stating  I  had 
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been  guilty  of  a  foul  orHrfprescntatlou*  1 
did  not  bear  uht^Jher  you  Raid  "  of  your 
latisi'^.a^e  or  inteutious — I  aju  Sir  your  obe- 
dient Servtfbt—  J  J  Lockbart 


Sir, 


Winchester,  lllh  Murch,  1817. 


I  did  not  lay  that  it  was  "  a  foul 
^  Riisrepre**ent'4*iou,"  which  you  liad  lUade, 
but*'  t\i^ /oukst  oiisrepfesentdtion  ihai  evfi 
*♦  was  made  by  mortal  man,"  au  opiwiou 
which  I  still  fnteitain,  and  aiwayn  kUall,  un- 
til you  «hali  fully  exprt?Bs  your  sorrow  for  tl>€ 
fffecra  of  thit  Diortificafiow,  which,  I  hope, 
led  your  tongue  beyond  the  cool  dictates  of 
your  mind, 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  oaoNt  humble 
And  mjsi  obedient  Servant, 

Wm.  CoBBliTT. 

Sir— 

I  hive  received  your«  answer  which 
leaves  no  alternative  except  that  of  my  iu 
si^tin£;o^  that  oatisfnctieu  which  you  owe  me 
as  a  Gentleman,  and  which  I  wi^h  you  would 
empower  some  friend  to  arrange  thib  eveuing. 
I  am  Sir  yourobfaient  Servant 
J  J  Lockhart 
Mhtc\>  11,  1817— 

I  shall  reni'iin  in  Wtwchtsti  i  this  eveuiug 
for  this  p\irpo5e  nntil  8  o  clo<  k  and  a  friend 
will  dtliver  this  Letter  to  yon,  to  accept 
your  arrangement — 

To  WttJ.  Cobbctf,  Ei>q  — 


Sir, 


JVinchestei'f  ll/A  March,  1817. 


If  I  could  stay  here  another  day,  I 
would  amn5;e  myself  with  Rouiefun  with  you, 
but  having  bnsitiess  of  more  importance  on 
hand,  I  mn>t  l>^g  of  you  to  rt-new  your  plea- 
sant correspondence,  upon  our  arrival  in 
town.  In  the  meanwhile  1  remain, 
YoMT  most  obedient, 

And  most  humble  Servant, 
Wm.  Cobbrtt. 

Now,  ray  ^ood   neighbours,  a  few 
plain  facts  will  enable  you  to  form  a 
perfectly    correct    judgment    of    this 
man's  conduct  and  character. — First, 
he   knew,   that  I  had   written    many 
essays  reprobating,    in   the    strongest 
terms,    the   practice    of    duelling. — 
Second,  he  knew,  that  I  had  held  it  as 
a  species  of  suicide  for  a  ma-n,  in  my 
situation,  to  fight  a  duel,  seeing,  that, 
if  one  missed  me,  another  would  be 
found,  'till  some  one  should  hit  me. — 
TiiiuD    (and    this    was     his    rock    of 
safety)  he  knew  well,  that  if  I  accept- 
ed of  his  challenge^  I  must  instasitly 


forfeit  five  thousand  pounde  sterling. 
He  kuew  this  well,  for  ke,  who  is  a 
Laivyer^  mind,  knew  that  I  had  been 
bound  in  recognizes  for  seven  years 
from  the  year  1812. —  This  was  hij 
safeguard!  You  often  hear  of  peo- 
ple, who  are  going  to  fight  duels, 
taken  before  luagiftrates  and  bound 
9ver.  That  puts  an  end  to  (he  affair. 
But,  he  knew,  and  icell  knew^  that  I 
was  bound  over  before  hand^  and  in  o^ 
monstrous  and  ruinous  sum;  and, 
when  you  are  told,  that  he  brought 
tw9  witnesses  with  him,  you  will  easily 
guess  what  were  his  real  intentions. — 
When  men  mean  to  fight ^  they  go  to 
work  in  a  very  different  way. 
They  send  a  single  frienw  to  tcij 
the  party  of  it  in  a  zchisper.  They  do 
not  go  to  the  party  and  take  tzso  wit' 
nesses  with  theny  They  do  not  run 
blustering  about  and  making  a  noise; 
and,  my  real  belief  is,  that,  if  I  had  done 
any  thing,  which  would  have  amount- 
ed to  a  breach  •f  the  peace  ;  if  I  had 
accepted  of  a  challenge,  and  had  ap- 
pointed a  time  to  fight,  Lockhart  the 
Brave  would  have  taken  care  to  have  us 
both  bound  over,  and  would  have  also 
taken  care,  tfcat  this  breach  of  the 
peace  should  have  cost  me  five  thou- 
sand pounds  !  This  is  my  belief;  but 
you  have  the  facts  before  you,  and  I 
leave  you  to  judge  for  yourselves. 

It  was  my  intention  to  offer  you  some 
remarks  on  the  Death  of  C ashman  and 
on  the  Arrests  in  Lancashire  ;  but,  I 
shall  be  very  late  as  it  is,  and  must 
now  conclude  with  expressing  to  you 
my  unalterable  attachment  and  respect. 

Wm.  Cobbett. 


CASHMAN. 

The  death  of  this  sailor  is  a  matter 
of  such  interest,  that  i  cannot  re- 
frain from  inserting  here  the  account 
of  it  as  published  in  (he  COURIER 
newspaper.  I  shall  reserve  remarks 
for  another  opportunity. — In  order, 
however,  that  several  passages  in  the 
account  may  be  the  better  understood, 
I   will  first  insert   the  words   of  his 
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defence  at  the  Old  Bailey  after  his 
trial  and  before  sentence  was  passed 
on   him,   which    defence  was   in   the 
following    words  : — "  My    Lord, — 1 
*•'  hope  you  will  excuse  a  poor  friend- 
•'  less  sailor  for  occupying  your  time. 
"  Had  I  died  fighting  the   battles  of 
*•'  roy  country  I  should  have  gloried 
^'^  in  it;  but  I  confess  that  it  grieves 
''  nie  to  think  of  suffering  like  a  rob- 
''  ber,  when  I  call  God  to  witness  that 
''  /  have  passed  days  together  without 
"  e^en  a  morsel  of  bread  rather  than 
''  violate  the  laws.      I  have  served  my 
"  King  for  many  years,    and   often 
''  fought  for  my  country.     I  have  re- 
'''  ceived  nine  zcounds  in  the  service^ 
**  and  nover  before  have  been  charged 
*'  with  any  offence.     I  have  been  at 
''  sea  all  my  life,  and  my  Father  was 
^*  killed  on  board  the  Diana  frigate. 
^  I  came  to  London,  my  Lord,  to  en- 
*'  deavoiir  to  recover  my  pay    and 
^'  prize-money yhut  being  unsuccessful^ 
'^  I  was  reduced  to  the  greatest  dis- 
^'  tress,  and  being  poor  and  penny- 
''  less,  I  have  not  been  able  to  bring 
*'  forward  witnesses  to  prove  ray   in- 
*'  nocence,  nor  even  to  acquaint  my 
^'  brave  officers,  or  I  am  sure   they 
*'  would  all  have  come  forward  in  my 
*' behalf.    .The  gentlemen   who  have 
*"  sworn  against  me  must  have  mistook 
*'  me  for   some  other  person   (there 
*'  being  many  sailors  in  the  mob  j)  but 
*'  I  freely  forgive  them,  and  I  hope 
**  God  will   also  forgive  them,  for  I 
"  solemnly  declare  that  I  committed 
''  no  act  of  violence  whatever.'' 

The  following  is  the  account  from 
the  Courier  of  Wednesday  last. 

The  Recorder  of  London,  haring, 
on  Saturday  last  made  a  report  to  the 
Prince  Regent  in  Council,  of  the  cases 
of  some  of  the  persons  under  sentence 
of  death  in  Newgate,  and  amoBg  others 
of  the  case  of  John  Cashman,  who  was 
convicted  at  the  January  Old  Bailey 
Sessions  of  having  taken  a  most  active 
part  in  the  attack  and  plunder  of  Mr. 
Beckwith's  house  in  Skinner-street,  on 
the  memorable  2d  of  December  ;  after 
due  deliberation,  it  was  considered 
fraperative,  however  painful  the  d;uty, 


to  consign    this  unfortunate  man  to 
the  fate  apportioned  by  law  to  his  of- 
fence.     This  morning  was  lixed  for 
his  execution,    and    in   order  that   it 
might  produce  a  more  lasting  impres- 
sion on  the  minds  of  those   unhappy 
persons,  who  like   himself,  had  been 
made  the  instruments  of  mere  mischie- 
vous characters,  it  was  determiaed  that 
his  lifo  should  be  sacrificed  immediate- 
ly contiguous  to  the   spot  which  had 
formed  the  scene  of  his  daring  exploits, 
namely,  in  front   of  Mr.   Beckwith's 
shop. — After  the  religious  services   of 
the  morning  were  over,  he  was  visited 
by  several  of  his  friends,  to  whom  he 
spoke  in    an   uncon«erned  manner. — 
Among  others  who  called  to  offer  him 
consolation,  w«s  an    Irish  gentleman, 
named  Upton,  who  had  been  on  a  for- 
mer occasion  the  landlord  of  his  father. 
To  this  gentleman  Cashman  spoke  un- 
reservedly  of  his  affairs — he  said  he 
teas  entitled  to  2001.  wages  and  prize 
money.,  about  the  disposition  of  which 
he  was  very  anxious.     Mr.  Upton,  in 
order  to  gratify  his  feelings,  prepared, 
under  his  directions,  a  will,  by  which 
he  disposed  of  his  property  in  various 
ways ;  he  mainly  left  it,  however,  to 
pur&hase  a  boat  for  a  brother  of  his^ 
who   had   been   a    fisherman    on    the 
coast  of  Ireland  ;  to  his  mother,  and 
for   the  payment   of  his   debts^  about 
which  he   appeared  particularly  soli' 
citous.     This  will  he  signed,  and  Mr. 
Upton  promised  to  do  all  in  his  power 
to  see  it   executed.-  In   his  cell   his 
companions  were,  an  Irishman,  named 
Quinland,  convicted  of  a  burglary,  but 
respited  ;  and  a  person,  named  Dowd- 
ing,  sentenced  to  two  years'  imprison- 
ment,   both   of  the  Roman  Catholic 
persuasion.       To    these    persons    he 
spoke  freely  of  his  situation,  but  seem- 
ed to  regard  death  with  perfect  indif- 
ference.    With  respect  to  the  offence 
imputed  to  him,  he  admitted  that  he 
had  been  in  Mr.  Beckwith's  shop  ;  and 
in  alluding  to  the  attack  on  that  occa- 
sion, remarked  that  Mrs.  Beckwith,  or 
some  lady  on  the  stairs,  called  on  the 
mob  to  spare  their  lives.     He  denied 
that  he  was  at  all  privy  to  the  firing  of 
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the  pistol  at  Mr.  Piatt,  or  was  aware 
of  that  circumstance,  but  admitted  that 
he  had  assisted  in  rescuing  young 
Watson  from  the  constable.  He  said 
he  had  been  down  to  the  Admvaltii  on 
the  morning  of  the  riots  with  a  letter, 
and  in  his  way  back  was  met  by  a  bro- 
tlier  sailor,  a  warrant  officer,  whose 
name  he  declined  mentioning  ;  but  who 
had  been  often  after  him  before  on  the 
subject,  and  by  whom  he  was  perttiaded 
to  go  to  Spa-fields.  In  their  way 
there,  he  partook  of  a  considerable 
quantity  of  rum,  gin,  and  beer,  and 
hamng  had  but  Little  food  for  two  days 
before,  it  had  a  great  elfect  upon  him. 
He  saw  tJbe  colours  pulled  down  by 
the  officers  at  the  top  of  Coppice-row, 
and  went  to  resist  the  attempt,  but  in 
vain.  He  also  repeated  his  story  of 
having  struck  a  fellow  who  was  doing 
some  wanton  mischief  in  the  Poultry. 
Such  was  the  amoant  of  his  admis- 
sions; but  he  was  bij  no  means  inclin- 
ed to  acknowledge  the  justice  of  his  sen- 
tence. It  was  stated  by  himself,  botij 
on  his  trial  and  since  his  cwiviction, 
that  he  had  fought  bravely  on  various 
occasions  in  the  course  of  his  service  in 
the  Navy,  and  that  he  had  received  se- 
veral wounds,  particularly  on  his  head. 
To  this  it  is  stated,  some  of  his  officers 
have  borne  testimony  ;  but  these  gen- 
tlemen, WITH  BECOMING  PRU- 
DENCE,  declined  interfering  in  the 
fate  of  a  man,  who,  however  prais- 
worthy  before^  by  his  late  aetioos  had 
sacrificed  all  claims  to  their  r&speci. — 
Among  other  topics  which  agitated 
his  mind  was  the  apprehension  of 
being  drawn  to  the  scaffold  in  a  cart. 
— He  said  "  he  did  not  like  to  be 
''  taken  like  a  fagrant  thro-ugh  the 
'^  streets ;  if  he  had  been  afslon  or 
"  a  murderer  he  should  not  mind  it, 
^'  but  when  he  was  neither  he  thought 
''  it  was  too  bad.'^  Mr.  Cotton  kindly 
promised  him^  with  a  view  to  calm  his 
feelings,  that  he  would  get  him  re- 
moved zfi  a  coach. — While  the  ^lour 
for  closing  the  existence  of  the  crimi- 
nal was  thus  drawing  on,  directions 
were  given  to  the  City  carpenter  to 
make  preparations  for  the  awful  spec- 


tacle; and,  accordingly,  posts  and  rails 
were  prepared  at  the  end  of  the  ave- 
nues leading  to  the  place  of  execution, 
so  as  to  prevent,  at  the  appointed  time, 
the  approach  of  carriages  of  any  sort. 
These  preparations  naturally  excited 
curiosity,  and  immeuse  crowds  assem- 
bled round  the  workmen,  and  in  front 
of  Mr.  Beckwith's  shop. — This  latter 
placs  formed  a  princijial  object  of  at- 
traction, and  such  was  the  amount  of 
the  mob  at  one  time,  and  the  riotous 
character  of  its  p-^ceedings,  that  Mr. 
Beckwith  was  under  the  necessity  of 
soliciting  from  the  Lord  Mayor  a 
guard  of  constabies,  which  was  im- 
mediately granted.  The  crowd,  how- 
ever, continued  till  long  after  the 
day  had  closed,  and  expressions  were 
used  which  led  to  very  considerable 
alarms  lest  an  attempt  should  be  made 
to  rescue  the  prisoner." — Mr.  Beckwith 
naturally  felt  desirous  to  remove  the 
scene  of  death  from  his  own  door,  and 
twice  went  to  the  Secretary  of  State's 
Office  for  the  purpose  of  soliciting 
Lord  Sidmouth  on  the  subject.  His 
answer  was,  however,  that  the  orders 
already  issued  would  not  be  altered. 
Mr.  Alderman  Bridges,  who  went  on 
a  similar  errand,  received  the  like  an- 
swer. The  Lord  Mayor  took  the  re- 
quisite precautions  to  prevent  dis- 
turbance ;  he  issued  precepts  to  all 
the  usual  Officers  of  the  City,  call- 
ing upon  them  to  attend  in  Skianer- 
street  at  an  early  hour  this  morning, 
and  sent  similar  instrnctions  to  the 
Dt»puties  of  the  different  Wards  to 
call  out  their  Special  Constables. 
The  Firemen  of  the  several  Fire- 
Offices  in  the  City  were  also  desired  to 
be  in  readiness  to  assist  in  preventing 
tumult,  whilst  within  the  goal  of  New- 
gate a  force  of  between  sixty  and 
seventy  of  the  London  Militia  were 
on  guard.  At  the  west  end  of  the 
town  the  Magistrates  were  not  less 
active  in  taking  precautionary  mea- 
sures. At  eight  o'clock  last  evening 
Cashman  was  brought  from  his  cell  up 
stairs  to  one  adjoining  the  Press-yard, 
in  which  he  was  to  pass  the  night. 
He  seemed  perfectly  composed,   but 
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exhibited  a  good  detl  of  levity,  fn 
alluding  to  his  approaching  death,  he 
said,  "  he  had  often  faced,  the  enemy 
*'  amidst  a  shower  of  buMs,  and  with 
*'  thed — 1  before  him,  without  shrink- 
''  ing,  and  did  not  now  fear  te  face 
*'  his  God!" — As  he  passed  through 
the  Press-yard,  he  exclaimed  with  an 
oith,  '^  I  wish  a  forty-four  pounder 
*^  would  now  come  and  cut  me  in  two, 
^'  rather  than  1  should  go  into  the 
•'  hands  of  Jack  Ketch  1"  in  hi3  cell 
he  was  joined  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  De- 
vereux,  who,  in  his  usual  kind  and 
benevolent  strain,  endeavoured  to 
sooth  his  spirit  and  prepare  his  mind 
for  eternity.  Occasionally  he  was 
serious,  but  he  frequently  launched 
forth  into  comments  on  the  nature  of 
his  past  life,  and  talked  of  his  fears 
of  being  dragged  like  a  vagrant 
through  the  streets.  On  being  ex- 
horted to  abandon  these  unimportant 
thoughts,  and  to  resign  himself  wholly 
to  futurity,  he  said  '^  he  had  no  fear 
"  of  death,  he  wished  the  moment 
'''  was  then  come,  for  he  was  ready 
^'  to  drop,  but  he  did  not  like  to  be 
*'  exposed  like  a  common  robberJ^'' 
Again  Mr.  Devejeux  called  to  his 
recollection  the  willing  sacrifice  made 
by  our  Redeemer  for  the  salvation  of 
mankind,  and  entn^ated  hint  in  like 
jnanner  to  offer  himself  meekly  to  his 
Maker  as  an  atonement  for  his  sins — 
he  exclaimed,  ''  1  do  die  willingly, 
''  and  would  go  to  the  mast-head 
^'  now  to  reeve  a  rope  for  my  death, 
'^  for  I  know  that  my  next  voyage 
^'  must  be  to  Jack  Ketch  !"  He  ac- 
companied this  last  remark  with  a 
laugh.  In  this  sort  of  converse  he 
remained  till  twenty  minutes  after 
ten,  when  Mr.  Devereux  took  his  de- 
parture, remarking  that  the  poor  fel- 
low was  perfectly  resigned  to  his 
fate  ;  but  at  the  same  time  evidently 
looked  towards  it  with  a  levity  which 
bordered  on  a  confusion  of  intellect. 
His  mind  was  constantly  directed  to 
past  events,  and  on  every  opportunity 
he  introduced  some  observations  con- 
nected with  his  former  life.  Mr.  Dc- 
vereux  stated,  that  he  bad  receivtd  a 


letter  from  Miss  Upton,  the  daughter 
of  the  gentKmaii  wh©  has  undertaken 
to  administer  to  the  will  of  the  unhap- 
py man,  slating  that  previous  to  his 
leaving  Ireland  he  was  in  (he  greatest 
distress,  and  on  tmburkinij  in  the 
packet  for  England,  had  but  two  ten- 
penny  pieces  m  his  pocket.  She  added, 
that  he  had  borne  an  irreproachable 
character. —  On  the  departure  of  Mr. 
Devereux,  a  gentleman  nampd  Boyle, 
a  Cath<dic,  accompanied  by  two 
friends,  and  Quinland,  to  whom  Cash- 
man  seemed  attached,  entered  his  cell, 
and  sat  up  with  him  the  whole  ni^ht. 
Every  attempt  was  made  to  auakea 
him  to  a  sense  of  his  situation  ;  but  he 
still  seemed  bent  en  a  repetition  of  his 
supposed  zcrongs  and  former  adven* 
tures. — This  morning  at  a  quarter  be- 
fore five,  the  platform  on  which  exe- 
cutions usually  take  place,  and  whioh 
is  fixed  on  wheels  for  the  convenience 
of  removal,  was  drawn  from  the  Ses- 
sioHS-housc-yard  to  Skinner-street, 
ajul  placed  directly  in  front  of  Mr, 
oeckwith's  house.  Even  at  this  early 
hour  several  persons  had  collected, 
in  order  to  secure  places  from  whence 
to  have  a  close  view  of  the  dreadful 
ceremony.  Many  of  these  were  of 
the  lowest  class,  but  there  were  still 
some  of  decent  appearance,  who,  by 
their  remarks  on  what  they  termed 
the  injustice  of  the  awful  example 
abou]t  to  be  made,  seemed  to  be  dis- 
posed to  excite  in  the  minds  of  the 
multitude  a  feeling  of  discontent.— .\t 
six  o'clock  one  of  the  gentlemen  who 
sat  up  during  the  night  with  Cashmau 
quitted  his  cell.  This  gentleman 
stated  that  the  wretched  man,  during 
the  early  part  of  the  night,  indulged 
himself  in  making  a  variety  of  obser- 
vations on  the  hardship  of  his  case, 
and  the  injustice  with  which  he  had 
been  treated  by  government;  but  that 
latterly  he  had  become  somewhat  more 
composed,  having  obtained  two  hours 
sound  sleep.  Mr.  Cotton  the  ordinary 
of  Newgate,  soon  after  entered'  the 
condemned  cell,  and  endeavoured  to 
rouse  in  this  unhappy  man  a  religious 
sense  of  his  situation,  but  he  appeared 
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perfectly  incapable  of  receiving  any  im- 
pression of  that  nature,  his  mind  con- 
tinually wandering  from  the  subject 
to  his  oNvri  aifairs.  Nor  were  the 
humane  and  zealous  efforts  of  Mr. 
Devereux  more  successful.  Cashman 
evinced  throa£;hout  an  insensibility, 
"which  appeared  to  proceed  from  a 
izeaknessofiMellect  rather  than  from 
any  determined  depravity.  He  was 
continually  adverting  to  his  exploits 
while  in  his  Majesty's  sr^rvice,  and 
lamenting  that  he  was  not  to  die  at 
his  quarters,  instead  of  being  dragged 
to  the  place  of  execution  in  a  cart  like 
a  vagrant.  He  asked  if  he  might  not 
have  a  glass  of  grog.  This  of  course 
was  refused  ;  but  some  tea  and  bread 
and  butter  were  taken  into  the  cell,  of 
which  he  partook.  Daring  the  whole 
of  this  time  he  was  pacing  up  and 
down  his  cell  in  a  very  agitated  man- 
ner. Quinland  was  the  person  who 
seemed  to  have  the  most  Influence  over 
him.  They  were  left  together  for  a 
few  minutes.  On  the  door  beine 
opened  for  the  purpose  of  removing 
Quinland,  Cashman  shook  hands  with 
him,  and  said  ''  Good  bye,  Quinland, 
'•  I  suppose  I  shall  not  see  you  again 
*'  before  I  kick  the  bucket."  As  it 
was  found  that  it  would  be  a  gratifica- 
tion to  Cashman,  Quinland  was,  how- 
ever, permitted  to  remain  in  the  celj, 
untd  the  a})proach  of  the  fatal  moment. 
Cashman  shook  hands  also  with  Mr. 
Smart,  the  turnkey,  and  requested 
that  he  would  *'  give  his  compliments 
^'  to  the  other  othcers."  Clean  linen 
being  brought  to  him,  he  changed  his 
shirt  and  drawers,  put  on  a  sailor's 
yue  jacket  and  white  trowsers,  and 
tied  on  a  black  silk  handkerchief. 
He  then  expressed  his  readiness  to 
die,  and  the  door  of  his  cell  open- 
ing for  the  admission  of  some  one, 
he  stepped  forward  with  great  alacrity, 
saying,  "  am  I  to  go  now  r"  The 
two  sheriffs  of  London,  Mr.  Alderman 
Bridges,  and  Mr.  Kirby,  and  one  of 
the  Under  Sheriffs,  all  of  whom  had 
arrived  at  Newgate  about  seven 
o'clock,  now  entered  the  press-yard. 
Cashman  was  brought  out,  and  stood 


with  much  unconcern  while  his  fetters 
where  knocked  off,  looking  at  and  as- 
ftstiog  in  the  operation.  His  hands 
wers  tied,  and  on  his  arms  being  bound 
behind  him  w^th  a  cord,  he  called  out 
to  the  Sheriff's  officer  in  the  sea 
phraseology  — "  haul  it  tought;"  and 
again  expressed  his  regret  that  he 
could  not  die  at  his  auarters  like  a 
man.  Mr.  Cotton  and  Mr.  Devereux 
once  more  attempted  to  administer  re- 
ligious consolation  to  hira,  but  in  vain. 
— He  evinced  the  atmost  impatience, 
exclaiming  '^  donH  bother  me — iVs  of 
"  no  2cse :  I  know  notJung  at  all 
'^  about  the  matter^  The  subjects 
which  at  that  awful  instant  seemed 
nearest  his  mind,  were  the  mode  of  his 
deaths  and  the  disposition  of  his  littls 
properly.  On  his  expressing  bis  w)^ 
easiness  on  this  last  head,  the  Sheriffs 
very  benevolently  assured  him  that 
measures  should  be  taken  to  carrr 
Into  f:ffect  his  wishes  with  respect  to  it. 
This  a^sv ranee  appeared  to  be  vert/ 
satisfactory  to  hira,  and  he  said  grate- 
fully, "  thank  you.  Gentlemen.'* 
Every  thing  being  in  readiness,  the 
loud  toll  of  the  prison  bell  gave  the 
signal  for  i\\e  procession  to  move.  Of 
the  ten  or  twelve  individuals  present, 
Cashman  was  probably  the  only  one 
unapp ailed  by  the  melancholy  sound. 
He  looked  about  him  with  the  most 
obdurate  expression  of  countenance  ; 
cried,  as  if  involuntarily,  '•  God  bless 
you  ail !"  and  marched  firmly  through 
the  various  passages  of  the  prison  to 
•he  Debtor's  Door,  preceded  by  the 
Sheriffs,  and  accompanied  by  the  Or- 
dinary and  Mr.  Devereux.  While 
the  Sheriffs  were  thus  attending  their 
duty  within  doors,  the  City  Marshals 
were  extremely  active  without ;  in- 
deed the  arrangements  made  by  these 
Gentle.iien  to  prevent  confusion  can- 
not be  too  highly  praised.  A  strong 
wooden  rail  was  erected  from  thf 
corner  of  Newgate-street  next  the 
prison,  to  the  corner  of  the  railing 
of  St.  Sepulchre's  church-yard.  In 
front  of  this  an  immense  force  of 
constables  was  placed,  armed  with 
staves,  who  prevented  every  person 
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from  passing  tliat  boundary.  Similar 
mea>ures  were  adopted  at  all  the  of  her 
avenues  leading  to  ihe  fatal  machine  ; 
and  thus  a  wide  and  uninfes  rupted 
space  was  preserved  from  the  goal 
down  to  the  end  of  Old  Snow-hill, 
below  Mr.  Beckwith's  shop.  The 
crowd  collected  beyond  these  boun- 
daries exceeded  all  calculation,  ex- 
tending in  every  direction  as  far  as 
the  eye  conld  reach,  and,  in  fact,  to 
every  spot  from  whence  a  view  of  the 
passing  scene  could  be  commanded. 
The  character  of  the  multitude  was  ©f 
course  Tarious  :  but  it  consisted  for 
the  most  part  of  persons  of  an  inferior 
description,  among  whom  strong  sym- 
toras  of  discontent  evidently  prevailed  : 
and  but  for  the  immense  force  of  the 
civil  power,  there  was  reason  to  be- 
lieve much  mischief  would  have  been 
done.  Lest  any  attempt  should  be 
made  at  rescue,  a  signal  was  concert- 
ed, by  which  a  person  placed  on  Hoi- 
born-hill  could  be  instructed  to  call 
ia  the  aid  of  the  military,  several  par- 
ties of  whom  were  under  arms.  It 
waf  about  ten  minutes  before  eight 
o'clock  when  the  culprit  quitted  the 
prison,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  much- 
dreaded  cart^  which  was  prepared  for 
his  reception.  The  executioner  and 
his  assistant  sat  on  each  side  of  him. 
His  firmness  was  unabated,  and  not  a 
muscle  of  his  countenance  betrayed 
the  slightest  appearance  of  fear. — 
During  the  short  time  which  elapsed 
while  the  Sheriffs,  accompanie'd  by  the 
Hev.  lyir.  Cotton  and  the  Rev.'  Mr. 
Deverejx,  were  getting  into  their  car- 
riages, a  few  persons  collected  aboot 
the  cart  and  shook  hands  with  him. — 
Looking  towards  the  prison-door, 
at  which  one  of  the  turnkeys 
stood,  he  said  in  a  laughing  man- 
ner, •' Good  bye.  Bishop  ;  God  bless 
you  my  hearty  :''  and  then  address- 
ing himself  to  the  others,  he  exclaim- 
ed, "  This  is  not  for  cowardice — I  am 
*'  not  brought  to  this  for  any  robbery 
*'  — I  am  going  to  die ;  but  I  shall  not 
*'  shrink.  If  I  was  at  my  quarters,  I 
*'  would  not  be  killed  in  the  smoke  : 
*'  Fd  be  in  the  j5re,     I  kave  done 


''  nothing  against  my  King  and  coun- 
"  try  ;  hut  fought  for  them.^ — Every 
thing  being  at  length  in  readiness,  the 
melancholy  procession  moved  for- 
ward- The  criminal,  as  he  passed 
along,  nodded  to  the  crowd,  and  con," 
tinned-  to  inveigh^  in  loud  language^ 
against  the  injustice  of  his  punishment^ 
d<:'clarl1ig  he  had  done  nothing  but 
what  he  was  driven  to,  and  that  he 
had  been  robbed  by  mei  chants  as  well 
as  Government  of  his  due.  "  This," 
said  he,  "  is  what  brought  me  here! 
'"'  I  always  fought  for  my  King  and 
''  country,  and  this  is  my  end." — As 
the  Sheriffs  advanced,  the  mob  express- 
ed the  strongest  feelings  of  indigna- 
tion :  gr  oans  and  hisses  burst  from  all 
quarters,  and  attempts  were  made  to 
rusli  forward.  The  officers,  however, 
stood  firm  to  their  posts,  and,  being 
aided  in  their  efforts  by  the  wooden 
barriers,  succeeded  in  preventing  any 
encroachment.  This  conduct  was  fre- 
quently repeated  before  the  cart  had 
reached  its  destination  ;  and  Cashman 
joined  his  voice  to  the  shouts,  crying 
out,  "  Huzza  !  my  boys,  Pll  die  like 
''  a  man  /"  On  his  quitting  the  cart, 
and  mounting  the  scalfold,  the  groans 
were  redoubled :  he  seemed  to  enter 
into  the  spirit  of  the  spectators,  and 
joined  in  their  exclamations  with  a 
terrific  shout.  He  repeated  his  former 
remarks  on  the  supposed  hardship  of 
his  case*  His  face  was  placed  towards 
Holborn-hill,  but  he  turned  his  head 
on  all  sides,  and  greeted  the  mob  with 
cries  of  ''  HurrUy  my  hearties  in  the 
"•cause!  success!  sheer  up  !^^ — The 
Rev.  Mr.  Cotton  and  Mr.  Deyereux 
now  ascended  the  platform,  and  en- 
deavoured to  bring  the  wretched  man 
to  a  sense  of  his  awful  situation.  Their 
benovolent  exertions,  however,  were 
fruitless  :  he  appeared  callous  to  all  re- 
ligious exhortations,  and  pushing  them 
aside,  exclaimed,  '^  Don^t  bother  me-^ 
''  ifs  no  use  ;  I  zoant  no  mercy  but  front 
*'  Godl^^ — The  executioner  then  came 
forward,  and  put  the  rope  round  his 
neck.  This  operation  excited  new 
tumults,  and  fresh  exclamations  of 
disapprobation  burst  from  the  crowd. 
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On  the  night-cap  being  put  over  his 
face,  he  said,  ''  For  God's  sake  let 
''  me  see  till  the  last;  I  want  no  cap.^' 
In  this  he  was  indulged,  and  th«  cap 
was  withdrawn.  He  now  turned  to- 
wards Mr.  Beckwith's  house  in  an 
angry  manner^  and  shaking  his  head, 
said,  "  I'll  be  with  you,  there/' 
meaning  he  would  haunt  the  house 
after  his  death.  Again  turning  to  the 
people,  he  cried,  "  I  am  the  last  of 
*'  seven  of  them  that  fought  for  my 
"  king  and  country ;  /  could  not  get 
"  7nj/  own^  and  that  has  brought  me 
"  here.^'  The  executioner  having 
quitted  the  platform,  the  unfortunate 
man  addressed  the  crowd  nearest  him, 
and    exclaimed,    "  Now^    you  , 

"  give  me  three  cheers  when  I  trip." 

• — "Hurra,  you ."     And   then, 

calling   to  the  executioner,  he  cried 

out,    "  Come  Jack,  yon ,  let  ^o 

"  the  jib-boom."  The  few  remain- 
ing seconds  of  his  existence  he  em- 
ployed in  similar  addresses,  and  zi:as 
cheering  at  the  instant  the  fatal  board 
fell  from  beneath  his  feet.  The  cap 
was  then  drawn  over  his  face,  and  he 
died  almost  without  a  struggle.  A 
dead  silence  instantly  prevailed,  which 
continued  for  a  few  moments.  The 
Sheriffs,  during  the  execution,  took 
their  station  in  the  window  of  a 
house  opposite  Mr.  Beckwith's  shop. 
After  the  lapse  of  about  ten  minutes, 
the  populace  renewed  the  expressions 
of  disgust  and  indignation  towards 
every  person  who  had  taken  a  part  in 
the  dreadful  exhibition.  Cries  of 
''Murder!  Murder!  were  distinctly 
heard  from  innumerable  mouths,  fol- 
lowed by  cri«s  of  "  Shame!  Shame  .^" 
'*  fVhere  are  the  conspirators  P  Why 
^'  not  hang  them?  "  S^x.  Groans  and 
hisses  accompanied  these  allusions. 
The  crowd,  in  parts  most  distant  from 
the  platform,  soon  began  to  retire,  but 
many  thousands  remained  until  the 
body  was  cut  down.  Precisely  at 
nine  o'clock  a  black  deal  shell  was 
brought,  by  order  of  the  Sheriffs,  who 
still  remained  on  the  spot,  and  the 
body  was  placed  within  it  by  the 
«xecutioHer.     The  populace,    on  see- 


ing this  done,  repeated  their  groans 
and  hisses,  and  made  an  attempt  io 
get  under  the  barriers  at  the  western 
end  of  Snow-hiil,  hut  were  success- 
fully resisted. 

The  body  was  taken  to  the  debtors 
side  of  newgate  upon  the  shoulders  of 
four  men,  and  it  was  afterwards  claim- 
ed by  a  nephew  of  the  malefactor, 
but  the  Sheriffs  r«fused  to  let  him  have 
it  until  the  evening,  when  it  was  to  be 
convoyed  to  a  house,  where,  accord- 
ing to  Irish  custom,  it  is  to  be  waked 
previously  to  interment. 

The  platform  was  then  removed, 
and  part  of  the  crowd  broke  through 
the  barrier  next  Gllfcspur-street,  and 
betrayed  an  anxiety  to  upset  it,  but 
they  were  repulsed  by  the  constables. 
The  majority  of  the  populace  dis- 
persed, but  many  continued  round 
Mr.  Bfcckwitk'9  house,  uttering  ivb- 
fiammatory  expressions,  groans,  his- 
ses, &c. 

A 

BILL 

[as  amevded  ^y  the  committee^ 

For  the  more  effectually  preventing  Sedi- 

tieiis  Meetings  and  Assemblies. 

Whereas  assemblies  of  divers  persons, 
collected  for  the  purpose  or  under  the  pre- 
text of  deliberating  on  public  grievances, 
and  of  agreeing  on  petitions,  conaplaints, 
remonstrances,  declarations,  or  other  ad- 
dresses to  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince 
Regent,  or  to  both  Houses  or  either  House 
of  Parliament,  have  of  late  been  made  use 
of  to  serve  the  ends  of  factioHs  and  sedi- 
tious persons,  to  the  great  danger  and  dis- 
turbance of  the  public  pr.aco,  have  pro- 
duced acts  of  riot,  tumult,  and  disorder, 
and  may  become  the  means  of  producing 
confusion  and  calamities  in  the  nation  j 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  King's 
Most  Excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual 
and  Temporal,  and  Commons,  in  this  pre- 
sent Parliament  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  no  meeting 
of  any  description  of  persons  exceeding 
the  number  of  fifty  persons,  (other  than 
and  except  any  meeting  of  any  county 
riding  or  division,  called  by  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  Custos  Rotulorum,  or  sheriff 
of  such  county,  or  a  meeting  called  by  the 
convener  of  any  county  or  stewartry  is 
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that  part  of  Great  Britain  Cdi]]ed  Scotland, 
or  any  meeting  called  by  two  or  more 
justices  of  the  peace  of  the  county  or  place 
where  such  meeting  shall  be  holden,  or 
any  meeting  of  any  county  having  differs  ■: 
.  ridings  or  divisions,  called  by  any   two 
justices  of  any  one  or  more  of  such  ridinjjs 
or  divisions,  or  any  meeting  called  by  the 
major  parf   of   the   Grand  Jury  of  the 
'  county,  or  of  the  division  of  the  county 
vrhere  sueh  meeting  shall  be  holden,  at 
their  Genera'l  Assizes  oi*  General  Quarter 
Sessions  of  the  Peac«,  or  any  meeting  of 
any  city  or  borough  or  town  corporate, 
callodi  by  the  Mayor  or  otlier  head  officer 
of  such  city  or  borough  or  town  ceporale, 
or  any  meeting  of  any  ward  or  division  of 
any  city,  called  by  the  Aldermen  or  other 
head  officer  of  such  ward  ®r  division,  or 
any  meeting  of  any  cor'^orate  body,)  shall 
be  holden  for  the  purpose  or  on  the  pre- 
text of  considering  of  or  preparing  any 
petition^^ complaint,  remonstrance  or  de- 
claration, or  other  addres?  to  the  King,  or 
to  both  Houses  or  either  House  of  Parlia- 
m«nt,  for  alteration  of  matters  established 
in  church  or  state,  or  for  the  purpose  or 
on  the  pretext  of  deliberating  upon  any 
grievance  in  Church  or  Slate,  unless  no- 
tice of  the  intention  to  hold  such  meeting, 
and  of  the  time  and  place  when  and  where 
the  same  shall  be  proposed  to  be  holdew, 
and  of  the  purpose  for  which  the  same 
shall  be  proposed  to  be  holden,  shall  be 
given,  in  the  names  of  seven  persoijs  at  the 
least,  being  householders  resident  wilhiia 
the  County,   City  or   Place  where  such 
Meeting  shall  be  proposed  to  be  holden, 
whose  places   of  abode  and  descriptions 
sJiaM  be  inserted  in  such  notice,  and  winch 
iiotice  shall  be  given  by  public  advertise- 
ment in  some  public   newspaper  usually 
circulated  in  the    County   and   Division 
where  such  meeting  shall  be  holdeu  ;   five 
days  at  the  least  before  such  meeting  shall 
be  holden,  or  fshall  be  delivered  in  manner 
hereiwafter  mentioned;  and  that  such  no- 
tice sliall   not  be  inserted   in  any   sucli 
aewspaper  unless  the  authority  to  insert 
iuch  notice  sliall  be  signed  by  seven  per- 
soHs  at  the  least,  being  householders  resi- 
dent within  tlie  County,  City   or  Place 
where  such  Meeting  shall  be  proposed  to 
be  holden,  and  named  in  such  Notice,  and 
miless  such  authority  so  si^ed  shall  be 
written  at  the  foot  of  a  true  copy  of  such 
notice,  and  shaH  be  delivered  te  the  person 
required  to  insert  the  same  in  any  such 
uewspaper  as  aforesaid,  which  pergon  shall 
cause  such  notice  and  authority  to  be  care- 
fu'ly  prestrved,  and  shall  also  at  anytime 
aft«r  such  notice  shall  have  been  inserted  iu 


such  paper,  ^>.\d  within  fourteen  days  after 
the  ua  •  on  whicK  such  meeting  shall  be 
had,  produce  such  notice  awd  authority, 
and  cause  a  true  copy  thereof  (if  required) 
to  be  delivered  to  any  Justice  of  the  peace 
for  the  County,  CitjsTown  or  Plnce  where 
such  person  shall  rf-side,  or  where  such 
newspaper  shall  be  printed,  and  who  shall 
require  the  same ;  and  in  case  any  person 
shall  insert  any  such  notice 'n  any  news- 
paper without  sucli  authori'y  as  aforesaid, 
or  in  case  any  person  to  whom  any  such 
notice  and  authoruy  shall  have  been  deli- 
vered for  the  p\i.rpose  of  inserting  such 
r.oticein  any  such  newspaper  as  aforesaid 
shall  refuse  to  produce  such  notico  and 
authority,  or  to  deliver  a  true  copy  thereof 
being  thereunto  required  as  aforesaid, 
within  three  days  after  such  production 
and  Copy  or  either  of  them  sliall  have 
been  so  required,  every  such  Person,  for 
every  such  Hfence,  shall  forfeit  the  sum 
of  fifty  pounds  to  any  person  who  shall 
one  for  the  same. 

Provided  always  neverthless,  and  be  it 
further  eu acted,  that  it  shall  be  lav^^ful  to 
deliver  any  such  notice  n%  aforesaid,  sign- 
ed by  the  seven  persons  in  whose  names 
such  notice  shall  be  given,  with  their 
places  of  abode  and  description,  five  ^lays 
at  the  least  before  the  day  on  which  such 
meeting  shall  be  holden,  to  the  Clerk  of 
the  peace  of  the  County,  Riding,  or  Divi- 
sion, within  which  such  meeting  shall  be 
proposed  to  be  holden  ;  and  such  clerk  of 
the  peace  shall  forthwith  and  without  de- 
lay, send  a  true  copy  of  such  notice,  with 
such  signatures  and  additions  as  aforesaid, 
to  three  justices  of  the  peace  at  the  least, 
of  such  Comity,  Riding  or  division,  or  in 
case  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  city, 
borough,  or  town,  where  sucli  meetings 
shall  be  proposed  to  be  holden,  shall  have 
exclusive  jurisdiction-,  then  to  three  of  such 
justices,  if  so  many  shall  then  be  resident 
within  such  jurisdiction,  and  if  not,  then 
to  so  many- of  such  justices  as  shall  be  re- 
sident within  such  ex  'J\sive  jurisdiction  ; 
and  in  such  case,  such  notice  so  given  by 
such  means  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  as  effec- 
tual to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  if  the 
same  had  been  giyen  by  public  advertise- 
ment inserted  in  an^  such  newspaper  as 
aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  all  meet- 
ings of  any  descriptions  of  persons,  exceed- 
ing the  number  of  fifty  persons  (other  than 
and  except  as  aforesaid,  which  shall  be 
holden  withoat  such  previous  notice  as 
aforesaid,  for  the  purpose  or  on  the  pretext 
of  coi>ndering  of  or  preparing  any  petition* 
complaint,  r«iROiigtrance«  d^cl^  ration*  or 
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other  address  to  the  King,  or  both  Houses 
or  either  House  of  Parliament,  for  altera- 
tion of  matters  established  in  ciiurch  or 
state,  or  for  the  purpose  or  on  tiie  pretext 
of  deliberating  oa  auy  grievance  in  church 
or  state),  shali  be  deemed  and  taken  to  he 
unhnvful  assembJies. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  tliat  it  shall 
not  be  lawful  to  adjourn  any  meeting  that 
shall  be  holden  utjder  aud  by  virt^ue  of 
such  previous  notice,  to  any  future,  time 
after  the  day  specified  in  such  notice  for 
holding  such  meetiufr,  or  to  any  other 
place  than  that  at  which  such  meeting 
shall  be  first  holden  in  pursuance  of  such 
previous  nolic^  j  and  that  any  meeting  of 
any  description  of  persons  exceeding  the 
immber  of  Gity  persons  (except  as  afore- 
said) which  shall  be  holden  by  way  of  or 
under  pretence  of  being  an  adjourned 
meetina,,  for  the  purpose  of,  or  on  the  pre- 
text of  considering  of,  or  prej>aring  any 
petition,  complaint,  remonstjance,  decla- 
r<ition  or  other  address  to  the  King,  or 
both  Houses,  or  either  House  of  Parlia- 
ment, fer  alteration  of  matters  established 
in  cljurch  or  state,  or  for  the  purpose  of 
oil  the  pretext  of  deliberating  on  any  grie- 
vancr  in  church  or  state,  shall  be  deemed 
and  taken  to  be  an  Unlawful  Assembly. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  if  any 
persons,  exceeding  the  number  of  fifty, 
being  assembled  contrary  to  the  provi- 
sions herein  before  coiitained,  and  being 
required  or  commanded  by  any  one  or 
more  justice  or  justices  of  the  peace, »or 
by  the  sheriti'of  the  county  or  his  under- 
sheritF,  or  by  the  mayor  or  other  head  otii- 
cer  or  justice  of  the  peace  of  any  city  or 
town  corporate  where  such  assembly 
shall  be,  by  proclamation  to  be  made  in 
the  King's  name,  in  the  form  hereinafter 
directed,  to  disperse  themselves,  and  peace- 
ably to  depart  to  their  habit;itions,  or  to 
th&ir  lawful  business,  shall,  to  the  number 
oftw^elve  or  more,  notwithstanding  such 
proclamation  made,  remain  or  continue  to- 
g-ether by  the  space  of  one  hour  after  such 
comaaand  or  request  made  by  proclama- 
tion, that  then  such  continuing  together  to 
the  number  of  twelve  or  more,  after  such 
command  or  request  made  by  proclama- 
tion, shall  be  adjudged  felony  without 
benefit  of  clergy,  and  the  offenders  there- 
in shall  be  adjudged  felons,  and  shall  suf- 
fer death  as  in  cases  of  felony,  without  be- 
nefit of  cfergy. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  the  or- 
der and  form  of  the  proclamation  to  be 
made  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  as  hereafter 
followeth  -y  (that  is  to  say),  the  justice  of 
tVie  pwce  4)r  ©ther  person  authorized  by 


tliis  act  to  make  the  said  proclamation, 
shall,  among  the  said  persons  assembled, 
or  as  near  to  them  as  he  c^m  safely  come, 
with  a  loud  voice  command,  or  cause  to 
be  commanded  silerrce  to  be  wliile  procla- 
mation is  making ;  and  after  thut,  sliall 
openly  and  with  U)ud  voice  make  or  cause 
to  be  made,  proclumation  in  these  words, 
or  like  in  effect : 

"  Our  Sov<!reign  Lord  the  King  cliargetb 
*'•  and  comwandeth  all  persons  being 
*'  asseaibled  immediately  to  disperse 
"  themselves,  and  peaceably  to  depart 
**  to  their  habitations  or  to  their  law- 
"  ful  business,  upon  the  pains  con- 
*'  tained  in  tlieact,  made  in  the  fifty- 
**  sevenJh  year  of  King  George  the 
«'  Third,  for  the  more  effect u ally  pre-  » 
**  venting  seditious  meetings  aud  a»- 
"  semblies. 

-GOD  SAVE  TME  KING." 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  in  case 
any  meeting  shall  be  holden  in  pursuance 
of  any  such  notice  as  aforesaid,  and  the 
purpose  for  which  the  same  shall  in  such 
notice  have  been  declared  to  be  holden, 
or  any  matter  which  shall  be  in  such  no- 
tice proposed  to  be  propounded  or  delibe- 
rated upon  atsucii  meeting,  shall  purport 
thnt  any  matter  or  thiug  by  law  es- 
tablished may  be  altered,  otherwise  than 
by  the  authority  of  the  King,  h-^rds,  and 
commons,  in  pnrliameut  assembled,  or  shall 
tend  to  incite  or  stir  up  the  people  to  ha- 
tred or  contcjiiipt  of  the  person  of  his  ma- 
jesty, his  heirs  or  successors,  or  of  the  Go- 
vernment and  Constitution  of  this  Realm 
as  by  law  established,  it  shall  be  lawfu! 
for  one  or  more  justice  or  justices,  or  th^ 
sheriff  of  the  county  wlierc  such  meetin* 
shall  be,  or  for  the  mayor  or  other  head 
Oificer  or  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  anr 
city  or  town  corporate  where  any  such 
meeting  shall  be,  by  proclamation,  to  re- 
quire or  command  the  persons  there  ys- 
serabled  to  disperse  themselves;  and  if 
any  persons,  to  the  number  of  twelve 
or  more,  being  so  required  or  com- 
manded by  proclamation  to  be  made 
in  tiie  King's  name,  in  tlie  form  hereia- 
before  directe«3,  to  dispei^se  themselves, 
and  peaceably  to  depart  to  their  ha- 
bitations or  to  their  lawful  busine^ss, 
shall,  to  the  mjmber  of  tweh^e  or  more, 
notwithstanding  such  proclamation  imdc, 
remain  or  continue  together  by  tlie  space 
of  one  liour  after  such  command  or  re- 
quest made  by  proclamation,  that  then 
s«ch  centinning  together,  to  the  number 
of  twelve  or  more,  after  such  command 
or  request  made  by  pioclamatien,  shall  b<^ 
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adjudged  felony  vdthout  benefit  of  cle^rgy, 
apd  Ihe  offenders  thereia  shall  be  a,dJLidg- 
ed  felons,  and  shcill  suffer  death  as  in  cases 
of  felony,  without  benefit  of  clergy. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
one  or  more  justice  or  jastices  of  the 
peac^  present  at  any  meeting  requiring 
such  notift«  as  aforeshid,  shall  think  fit  to 
order  any  person  •r  persons  who  shall  at 
such  meetitig^  proceed  to  propound  or 
maintain  any  proposition  for  altering  any 
Hfeing  by  law  established,  otherwise  than 
by  the  Authority  of  the  King,  Lords,  and 
Commons,  in  l^arliaHient  assembled,  or 
shaU  tVtlfully  and  advisedly  make  any 
proposition,  or  hold  any  discourse  for  the 
purpose  of  inciting  and  stirring  up  the  peo- 
ple to  hatrad  or  contempt  of  the  person 
of  his  Majesty,  his  heirs  or  successors,  or 
the  government  and  constitution  of  this 
realm  as  by  law  established,  to  be  taken 
into  eustody  to  be  dealt  with  according  to 
law ;  and  in  case  the  said  justice  or  justices 
or  any  of  them,  or  any  peace  officer  acting 
under  their  or  any  of  their  orders,  shall  be 
obstructed  in  taking  into  custody  any  per- 
son or  persons  so  ordered  to  be  taken  info 
custody,  then  and  m  such  caf*e  it  shall  be 
lawftil  for  any  such  justice  or  justices 
tihereupen  to  make  or  cause  to  be  made 
such  proclamation  as  aforesaid  in  manner 
aforesaid;  and  if  any  persoHs  to  the  num- 
ber of  twelve  er  more,  beiag  required  or 
commanded  by  such  proclamation  to  dis- 
perse themselves  and  peaceably  depart  as 
aforesaid,  shall  to  the  number  of  twelve  or 
more,  notwithstanding  such  proclamatioii 
made,  remain  or  continue  together  by  the 
space  of  one  hour  after  such  command 
or  request  made  by  proclamation,  tiiat 
then  such  contirming  together  to  the  num- 
ber of  twelve  or  more  after  such  command 
or  request  made  by  proclamation,  shall  be 
adjudged  felony  without  benefit  of  clergy, 
and  the  offenders  therein  shall  be  adjudged 
felons,  and  shall  suffer  death  as  in  case  of 
felony,  without  benefit  of  clergy. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
justice  and  justices  of  the  peace,  sheriff", 
under  sheriti^i  mayor  and  other  head  offi- 
cer aforesaid,  is  and  are  hereby  authorized 
and  empowered,  on  notice  or  knowledge 
of  any  such  meeting  or  assembly  as  is 
hereinbefore-mentioned,  to  resort  to  the 
place  where   such  meeting  or  assembly 


shall  be,  or  shall  be  intended  to  be  holden, 
or  to  any  part  thereof,  and  there  to  do  or 
order,  or  cause  to  be  done,  all  such  acts 
matters  and  things  as  the  case  may  re- 
quire, which  they  are  hereby  enable'-l  to 
do  er  order  to  be  done,  or  which  they  ure 
otherv^ise  by  law  enabled  to  do  or  order 
to  be  done;  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  all 
and  every  justices  of  the  peace,  sheriff, 
under  sheriff,  mayor  and  other  head  offi- 
cer as  aforesaid,  to  take  and  require  the 
assistance  of  any  number  of  constables 
or  other  officers  of  the  peaee  within  their 
respecttve  diitricts,  or  within  the  district 
or  place  wherein  ©very  such  meeting  as 
hereinbefore  mentioned  shall  be  holden, 
which  constables  and  other  officers  of  the 
peace  are  hereby  required  to  attend  ac- 
cordingly such  justic-es,  sheriff,  under 
sheriff,  mayor  or  other  head  officer  res- 
pectively, and  to  give  such  assistance  as 
shall  be  necessary  for  the  due  execution  of 
this  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  such 
pei-sons  so  assembled  as  aforesaid,  or 
twelve  or  more  of  them,  an:er  any  procla- 
malion  made  in  manner  aforesaid,  shall 
continue  together  and  not  dispers«  them- 
selves within  one  hoar,  that  then  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  every  jus)  ice 
of  the  peace,  sheriff  or  under  sheriff,  of 
the  county  where  such  assembly  shall  be, 
and  also  to  and  for  every  high  or  petty 
constable  and  other  peace  officer  within 
such  county,  and  also  to  and  for  every 
mayor,  justice  of  the  peace,  sheriff,  and 
other  head  officer,  high  or  petty  constable, 
and  other  peace  officer,  of  any  city  or  town 
corporate  where  such  assembly  shall  be, 
and  to  and  for  such  other  person  and  person.^ 
as  ihall  be  commanded  to  be  assisting  unto 
any  such  jastice  of  the  peace,  sheriff,  or 
liuder  sheriff,  mayor  or  other  head  officer 
aforesaid,  who  are  hereby  authorized  and 
empowered  to  command  all  his  majesty's 
subjects,  of  age  and  ability,  to  be  assisting 
to  them  therein,  to  seize  and  apprehend, 
and  they  ^re  hereby  required  to  seize  and 
apprehend  such  pers(His  so  assembled  and 
continuing  together  after  proclamation 
made  as  aforesaid,  and  forthwith  to  carry 
the  person  or  persons  so  apprehended 
before  one  Or  more  of  his  majesty's  justices 
of  the  peace  of  the  county  or  place  where 
To  be  Continued. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

The  whole  of  Volume  Thirty-one  is  now  re- 
printed. Tlie  rea  ier  will  pleaae  to  rpcollect 
that  the  latter  pai  t  of  that  Volume  consists 
of  Twelve  Nnmbers  of  Cheap  Registers,  bt- 
ginniugwith  'Svimbev  Fifteen  ai)d  ending  with 
Number  Twenty-six,  Tha  former  part  of  tllat 
Volume  is  paged  in  such  a  way  as  to  fit  wifh 
the  paging  of  Number  Fifteen  ;  so  that  this 
former  part,together  with  the  twelve  numbers 
before  meotioned,  make«  the  Volume  coin 
plete.  They  uny  now  be  bound  up  into  a 
book  ;  and  a  pretty  little  Book  it  will  be, 
and  will  be  read,  I  hope,  by  all  the  young 
men  and  boys  in  England.  It  will  do  them  a 
great  deal  more  good  than  Mrs.  Hannah 
Moore's  ^*  Village  Politics."  The  p^rice  of  the 
former  part  which  is  just  now  re-printed  will 
be  Two  Shillings,  so  that  the  whok-  Book  will 
be  Four  Shilliug><.  It  may  be  bound  for  about 
Sixpence,  and  will  serve  -a  family  for  twenty 
years.  I  verily  believe  that  four  and  six- 
pence laid  ouHn  this  wiay  would  do  a  family 
a  thousand- times  as  much  good  as  pnttina!  the 
same  sum  in  one  of  George  Kose's  Saving 
Banks. 

Paper  against  Gold  will  be  complpted  next 
week.  This  is  another  nice  little  Book. 
Let  a  young  man  or  a  boy  once  read  that, 
and  pay  good  attention  to  what  he  reads ; 
and  1  will  pledge  my  life,  that  no  paper 
money  juggler  ever  deceives  him  as  long  as 
lie  lives. — There  will  l>e  fifteen  numbers  of 
this  work  :  that  is  thirty  pence.  This  work  is 
intended  for  the  use  of  SchoolSy  and  ef  young 
persons  in  general.  We  siiall  i>e  ready  .o  re- 
ceive proposals  for  supplying  the  Lancaster' 
and  Bell's  School«,upou  the  most  accommoflat- 
ing  terms.  As  to  the  Universities,  and  the 
•  School^  at  Eton  and  Winchester,  the  Youths 
in  those  Seininariei  are  bnsily  employed  in 
making  '*  nomense  ver-es"  and  other  pursuits 
af  the  same  sublime  description. 

^  TheFirst  number  of  Cobbett'sParlianientarv 
'l|Register  is  now  ready  ''•)r!*ale;  and  though  1 
i;anuot  say  as  mucli  for  this  w  rk  an  for  tlie 
two  former,  I  will  nevertheless  venture  to  siv 
that  it  is  a  very  fair  and  honest  compeudiuBi, 
and  being  accompanied  by  the  two  others,  is, 
at  any  rate,  not  calculated  to  do  any  mis 
©Ixief.— Price  Two  pence  each  number. 


A  Letter 

TO   THE 

"  DELUDED  PEOPLE." 


"  Unhappy  men,   whom  schoolmasters,  for 

"  .*pite, 
"■  Or  crtiel  parents,  taught  to>ead  and  write ! 
"  Why  wef  d  you  read  ?  Why  were  you  taught 

"  to  spell? 
"  Why  write  your  names?  A  mark  would  do 

'*  as  well." 

Churchill. 


London,  March  20th,  1817. 

"  Poor  Deluded  People," 

In  writing  the  last  Number  I  was 
pressed  for  fi:ne.  The  Hampshire 
Parsons  and  LocLhart  the  Brave  had 
taken  up  those  hours,  which  ought  to 
have  been  devoted  to  a  better  purpose. 
However,  as  that  was  the  last  public 
meeting,  under  the  old  laws  of  the 
land,  and,  as  the  conduct  of  our  ad- 
versaries was  somewhat  sin^iulaj'  and 
discovered  their  temper,  it  was  not 
altogether  useless  to  put  an  account 
of  it  upon  record. 

We  now  live,  those  of  us  who  may 
be  said  to  live  at  all,  under  a  new  set 
of  laws.  First,  every  man  and  woman 
is  novv  liable  to  be  seized,  at  any  mo- 
ment, and  to  be  ptit  into  a  prison, 
and  kept  there,  for  any  length  of  time, 
cut  off  from  all  cammuuication  with 
friends,  wife,  children,*  or  any  body 
else  whatever  ;  and  also  from  pen, 
ink,  paper,  books ;  ijn  sho^rt,  any  man, 
or  woman,  may  now  be  taken  up,  sent 
to  any  prison  in  the  kingdom  however 
distant,  without  any  charge  being 
n.ade  known  to  them,  without  their 
knowing  what  is  alledged  ai^ainst 
them,  without  having  any  idea  of  wb» 

M 


Hay  and  Turner,  Printers,  Ntfi  11,  NewcasUe  Street,  Strand. 


3551 


LtTTER  TO  THE  ''   DELUDED  PeOPLE." 


[356 


is  their  a  juser  ;  without  having  even 
a  heart t}!;  from  anybody,  and  wilhou' 
their  s9Xy  cl.ildien  knowing  how  tiicy 
are  treated,  or  w  iut  prison  they  are 
iq.  Aid,  after  all,  if  a  man  out-llve 
these  sufferings ;  if  l^e  do  not  die  in 
prison,  his  time  of  remaining  there  is 
quite  uncertain.  It  may  be  for  a 
short,  or  for  a  long,  time  ;  and,  if  th" 
law  be  c©ntinuod  in  force,  it  may  bt 
for  many,  Biany  years.  The  absolute 
power  of  imiprisoning  men  in  this  way 
is  lodged  in  any  one  of  the  Secretaries 
of  State,  (7/*,  in  any  six  Privy  Conn- 
cillors.  This,  therefore,  is  the  sta!e, 
in  which  we  arc  all  now  placed,  ex 
cept  tlie  Memb*.  rs  of  the  hvo  Houses 
of  Par  a  anient  themselves,  who  car*  not 
be  thus  imprisoned,  without  the  House 
being  first  injormed  of  the  cause^  and 
without  the  consent  of  the  Heusej 
who  would,  of  course,  hear  the  ac- 
cused party  in  his  defence.  But,  all 
the  rest  of  us  are  liable  to  be  taken 
out  of  our  shops,  tields,  or  beds,  and 
imprisoned  and  kept  in  prison,  in  the 
manner,  that  I  have  above  described. 

The  Next  Act  makes  it  DEATH  to 
f attempt  to  seduce  SOLDIERS  or  sai- 
lors from  their  dnfif.  Now,  therefore, 
my  "  jvoor  deluded"  friends,  you 
ought  to  bear  in  mind,  that,  if  any  one 
of  you  were  to  ask  a  soldier  to  qui' 
his  post,  or  io  refrain  from  doing  any 
thing  that  he  had  been  ordered  to  do, 
or  to  do  any  thing  that  he  had  been 
ordered  not  to  do,  you  would  be  liable 
to  be  hanged  upon  the  oath  of  that 
soldier.  If,  for  instance,  any  man, 
sitting  in  a  public  house  with  a  sol- 
dier, were  to  hold  a  conversation  with 
the  soldier,  however  carelessly,  which 
might  be  construed  to  have  for  its  ob- 
ject to  iaduce  the  soldier  not  to  obey 
any  command  of  his  officers,  such  man 
would  be  liable  to  be  hanged.  If  a 
mother,  wife,  or  sweet-heart,  were  to 
endearour  io  induce  a  son,  a  husband, 
or  lover,  to  desert,  she  would  be  liable 
to  be  hanged.  If  a  wife,  or  daughter, 
were  to  endeavour  to  induce  a  soldier 
to  wink  at  the  escape  of  a  husband,  or 
a  father,  in  pursuit  of  whom  that  sol- 
dier   had  been   s«iit,  such  wife,   or 


daughter,  would  be  liable  to  be  hanged. 
If  a  ^on,  seeing  a  soldier  about  to 
plunge  a  bayonet  into  Ih*  body  of  his 
father  by  command  of  his  superior  (as 
in  case  of  riot,  &c.  ;)  if  such  son  were 
to  endeavour  to  per'^uade  the  soldier 
not  io  obey  the  command,  such  son 
would  be  liable  to  be  hanged.  Sup- 
posing a  son  to  be  the  soldier,  in  such 
a  case,  and  his  mother  were  to  fling 
herself  before  him  and  scream  out  to 
him  to  space  his  father's  life,  such  mo- 
ther would  for  such  offence,  be  liable 
to  be  hanged.  And,  observe,  this  lavr 
is  now  made  perpetual ;  that  is  io  say, 
it  is  intended  not  to  last  for  any 
limited  lime,  but  to  be  always  the  lata 
in  faiure.  —  Therefore,  take  care. 
These  are  cases  which  may  never 
exist;  but  such  is  the  letter  of  the 
Law, 

The  Third  Act  relates  to  public 
Meetings,  to  Clubs  or  Societies^  and 
Reading  Rooms  a?id  other  Places  for 
Readitig.  As  to  public  Meetings, 
there  can  be  no  more,  except  such  as 
the  Sheriffs^  Mayor Sy  and  Magistrates 
approve  of ;  and,,  deluded  as  you  are, 
you  know  very  well  what  sort  of 
Meetings  they  will  allow  of.  Seven 
house-holders  may  call  a  meeting  by 
public  NOTICE;  but,  they  must 
sign  their  Notice  and  lodge  it  with  the 
Clerk  of  the  Peace:  and,  when  the 
meeting  takes  plaee,  any  single  MagiS' 
irate  may  come,  and,  if  he  chooses^ 
disperse  it ;  and,  if  any  speaker  utter 
any  thing  which  ihe  Magistrate  may 
tkinic  calculated  to  stir  up  the  people 
to  hatred  or  contempt  of  the  govern^ 
meni^  the  Magistrate  may  take  such 
speaker  into  oustody.  And,  if  any 
number  pf  people  exceeding  twelve 
remain  togethsr  after  the  meeting  is  or- 
dered to  disperse ;  or,  if  any  one 
resist  the  authority  of  the  Magistrate 
in  any  way  upon  these  occasions  ;  all 
such  persons  are  to  suffer  death.  So 
that,  as  you  see,  no  meeting  can  now 
be  held  without  the  consent  of  Sheriff, 
Mayor,  Magistrate,  or  some  person  in 
authority;  for, to  suppose,  that,  under 
such  a  law,  any  other  sort  of  meeting 
will  take  place  is  noBMnse.    Suppose^ 
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for  instance,  that  seTen  of  us,  in  Hamp- 
shire, were  to  call  a  meeting  by  public 
Notice,  Parson  Baiaes  of  Exton,  or 
any  other  Magistrate,  miglit  come  to 
i(,  and  il*  he  chose,  order  us  all  to  dis- 
perse in  an  hour  upon  pain  of  death. 
Or,  when  any  of  us  began  to  speak,  if 
we  talked  about  Sinecures^  Taxes,  or 
Seats^  or  any  thing  else,  no  matter 
what,  which  Parson  Baines  might 
think  calculated  to  bring  the  govern- 
ment into  hatred  or  contempt^  he  might 
seize  us  and  imprison  us  ;  and,  if  any 
one  resisted  the  seizure,  he  would  be 
liable  to  suffer  death.  This  being  now 
the  law,  I  leave  you  to  guess,  whether 
any  Meetings  will  be  again  held, 
except  those,  which  are  called  by 
persons  in  authority ;  and  what  sort 
of  meetings  those  are  you  know  well 
enough. 

As  to  Clubs  and  Sdbieties^  none  can 
row  exist  for  Tiny  political  purpose.  I 
do  not  see  how  it  is  possible  for  any 
man  to  belong  to  any  such  society.^ 
without  subjecting  himself  to  the  pains 
and  penalties  of  this  law. 

Then  comes  the  part  oFthe  law  that 
is  levelled  against  the  press.  There 
are  many  places,  where  people  meet 
to  read.  They  used  to  meet  to  read 
the  Register.  One  person  readt  and 
the  rest  listened^  so  that  a  single  Re- 
gister served  for  a  hundred  or  two  of 
persons;  and  by  this  method  the 
heavy  expeace  occasioned  by  the 
stamp,  &c.  was  so  divided  as  to  make 
it  nothing  at  all.  There  are  wh^t  are 
called  Reading  Rooms  all  over  the 
kingdom.  In  most  large  towns  there 
are  several  of  these.  At  these  places 
books,  pamphlets,  and  newspapers 
are  bought  into  a  common  stock  by 
the  subscribers  to  the  room,  who  go 
when  they  like  and  read^at  the  room. 
The  books,  pamphletvS,  and  newspa- 
pers are  bought,  or  taken  in,  by  a 
vote  of  the  majority  of  the  subscribers; 
and  in  most  cases,  the  publications  in- 
culcate different  political  principles 
and  views,  because,  generally,  men 
like  to  hear  both  sides.  The  Magis- 
trates and  Parsons  have  long  had  great 
iway  In  these  rooms?,  and  have  kept 


out  of  them,  very  frequently,  every 
work  that  they  disliked.  The  Regis, 
ter,  for  instance,  has  long  been  ba- 
nished from  the  most  of  them,  as  it 
has  been  from  the  Mess  Rooms  of  the 
army  and  navy;  and  my  ^' Paper 
against  Gold,""  which  now  surpasses 
in  sale  any  publication  that  ever  was 
heard  of  in  London,  except  the  Regis- 
ter, and  which  is  so  well  calculated  to 
enlighten  the  nation  upon  the  most 
important  ot  all  subjects  at  this  mo- 
ment, and  the  events  so  clearly  fore- 
told in  which  are  now  developing 
themselves  in  such  a  tremendous  man- 
ner ;  even  this  work,  which  is  purely 
on  political  economy,  and  has  nothing 
at  all  to  do  with  party  politics  ;  even 
this  work  was  shut  out  of  the  Reading 
Rooms  with  tlic  most  pergeverinir  ob- 
stinacy. Still  however,  there  was  no 
positive  law  to  prevent  any  particular 
work,  or  works  of  any  description, 
from  being  read  in  these  Rooms;  and, 
the  truth  is,  that  the  change  of  times 
and  circumstances  begum  to  open  these 
places  to  works  in  favour  of  economy 
and  rf.jorm.  Now  therefore  this  new 
law  puts  all  thei^e  Romns,  as  well  as 
all  Places  for  Lecturing,  whrther 
House,  Room,  other  Building,  or  Field, 
under  the  superintendauce  and  power 
of  the  Magistrates.  There  is  now  to 
be  no  Reading  Place,  or  Place  for 
giving  out  publications  to  be  read,  no 
Lecturing  place,  no  Debating  place, 
withotit  a  Licence,  granted  at  the  sole 
pleasure  of  the  Magistrates  ;  and,  the 
Magistrates  may, whenever  they  please, 
revoke  and  put  an  end  to  the  Licence, 
If  the  Magistrates  find  that  any  publf- 
cations,  which  they  may  deem  to  be  of 
an  irreligious,  immoral,  or  seditious 
TENDENCY,  is  kept  in  any  such 
place,  they  may  take  away  the  Licence 
and  put  an  end  to  the  business  of  the 
man  who  keeps  the  Room  or  Place  for 
reading.  The  Magistrates  arejtherefore, 
to  be  the  sole  judges  of  what  ought  to 
be  read  in  such  places  and  of  what 
otight  not  to  be  read.  They  Can  refuse 
a  licence  to  any  man ;  and  they  can 
take  a  licence  au^ay  from  any  man  after 
he  has  got  it.     They  are  authorieeii 
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by  (his  law  to  demand  admittance  into 
every  such  place,  in  order,  of  course, 
that  they  may  hear,  or  see,  what  pub- 
lications the  man  keeps  to  be  read,  o» 
given  out  to  be  read  ;  and,  if  they  art 
refused    admittance ^    they    may,    at 
once,  put  a  stop  to  the  man's  busi- 
ness as  keeper  of  such  Reading  Place. 
It  is  quite  clear,  then,  that  no  publi- 
cations  can  now  be  kept  in  any  ot 
these  places,  except  such  as  the  Magis- 
trates shall  approve  of.     If,  for  in- 
stance,  a  Reajiing  Room   at  South- 
ampton has  taken  in  the  Register,  it  is 
hot  very  likely,  that  the  Magistrates 
there  will   suffer  the   Master   of  the 
Room  to  have  a  Licence,  unless  upon 
condition  of  his  throwing  out  the  Re- 
gister ;  and,  if  he  suffer  it  to  come  in 
after  he  has  got  his  Licence,  it  is  not 
very  likely,  that  he  will  be  permitted 
to  retain  his  Licence.     So  on  with  re- 
gard to  all  other  publications  which 
the  Magistrates  do  not  like  ;  for,  to 
be  sure,  thei/  will  look  upon  all  such 
publications  as  having  a  tendency  of  an 
immoral  or  seditious  sort.     Hitherto 
it  has  been  deemed  sufficient  to  punish 
severely  the  authors,    printers,    and 
publishers  of  irreligious,  immoral  and 
seditious  publications.     If  the  works 
could  be  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of 
even  a  SpecialJury  to  be  libellous, 
the  works  were  stopped  and  the  par- 
ties  punished.     But,   now^  though   a 
work  be  ever  so  innocent  in  the  eye  of 
the  libel  law,  it  may  still  be  not  so  in 
the  eye  of  a  Magistrate,  and  th^n  it  is 
to  be  shut  out   of  these  Rooms,  and 
the  Keepers  of  these  Rooms  may  pos- 
sibly be  ruined  for  suffering  them  to 
come  into  their  Rooms,  though  brought 
in  %  a  vote  of  their  Subscribers. 

Under  such  circumstances,  it  is 
quite  obvious,  that  there  will  be  no 
works,  not  even  newspapers,  Suffered 
to  be  read,  or  kept,  in  Reading  Places, 
except  such  as  the  Magistrates,  the 
most  active  of  whom  are  the  Parsons, 
approve  of.  It  is  quite  obvious,  that 
thei/  will  now  have  the  absolute  power 
of  selecting  works  for  the  gentlemen 
and  tradesmen  to  read  at  all  these 
numerous  places ;  and  that  they  will 


let    them    have    no    works   to   read, 
x^iiich  the  government  do  not  like  they 
should  road,  there  can,  I  suppose,  be 
very  little  doubt."    One  consequence 
if  this  will  be,  a  great  diminution  of 
the  Subscriptions  to  Reading  Rooms  ; 
for,  it   is  impossible  to  believe,  that 
the  Subscribers  will  not  revolt  at  the 
idea  of  placing  themselves  voluntarily 
under  this  edious  species  ol  superin- 
tendance  and  dictation ;    and,    as  to 
those,  who  have  now  subscribed^  they 
have  clearly  a  right  instantly  to  with' 
draw^  and   not  to   pay  one   farthing 
from   the  day  of  the  passing  of  the 
act,  seeing  that  the  act  nullifies  their 
previous  engagement,  and  leaves  them 
not  to  that  free  choice  of  publications, 
which  they  enjoyed  under  their  con- 
tract with  the  Master  of  the  Room. 
With  respect  to  Public-houses,  Inns, 
Coffee-houses,  and   the   like,   as   the 
granting  or  refusing  of  their  Licences 
depend  already  upon  the  absolute  will 
and  pleasure   of  the  Magistrates,   it 
would  be  foolish  indeed  to  suppose, 
that  any  newspapers  would,  in  future, 
be  received  in  them,  which  the  Magi- 
strate shall  think  to  contain  any  thing 
of  an  irreligious,  immoral,  or  seditious 
TENDENCY.     And,  only  think  of 
the    extent  of  this  word    tendency ! 
Only  think  of  the  boundless  extent  of 
such  a  word,  and  of  such  a  word  being 
leftto  the  interpretation  of  thousands  of 
men  !     Suppose  the  editor  of  a  news- 
paper to  insert  an  article,  which  arti- 
cle recommended  the  reduction  of  the 
salt  tax.     What  does    this   tend  to  ? 
Why,  to  be  sure,  a  Magistrate  might 
think ^  to  make  the  people  discontented 
with  the  salt  tax ;  to  make  them  dis- 
contented with  the  salt  tax  would  be, 
he  might  think,  to  make  them  discon- 
tented zmth  those  who  compel  the  people 
to  pay  it ;  those  who  compel  the  peo- 
ple to  pay  it  are  Kingy  Lords ^  and  Conu 
mons;  and,  therefore,  here  is  an  article 
which  tends  to  make  the  people  dis- 
contented  with  Kings,  Lords,  and  Com* 
mons,  and  which,  of  course,  tends  to 
produce  hatred  of  them,  and  to  bring 
about   insurrection,    treason,   revolu- 
tion, and  blood  and  carna^^e.     There 
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is  no  bounds  to  this  word  teiidency^ 
and  that,  too,  as  \Hi  to  the  mere  opt- 
nion  of  the  Magistrate.  Theretbre  it 
is  manifest,  that  while  the  direct  power 
will  overawe  and  regulate  and  con- 
troul  the  R«'ading  Rooms  and  such 
places,  the  indirect  power  will  banish 
from  public  houses  of  all  sorts,  every 
publication,  which  is  at  all  hostile  to 
the  views  of  thp  government ;  and,  in 
short,  that  there  will,  in  none  of  these 
places,  be  any  reading,  except  on  one 
side. 

Hence  will  follow  a  great  falling  off 
in  the  bookselling  and  newspaper 
trades,  in  the  amount  of  the  news- 
paper and  puper  duty,  in  the  paper* 
making  trade,  and  in  all  the  various 
emoluments,  to  which  the  making  of 
paper,  and  the  printing  and  binding 
and  circulating  oi'  books  and  j)apers 
give  rise.  Another  consequence  will 
be,  a  disregard,  a  total  disregard,  for 
all  that  is  permitted  to  be  read.  Those 
who  disapprove  of  these  new  restraints 
will  consider  all  that  is  now  permitted 
in  the  Reading  places  as  partial  trash, 
intended  to  be  crammed  down  their 
throats ;  and,  even  those,  who  have 
been  mortified  at  the  growing  intlucnce 
of  opinions  which  they  disliked,  wiii 
soon  begin  to  sicken  at  the  eflects  of 
the  accomplishment  of  their  own 
wishes.  They  will  soon  begin  to  feel, 
that  to  triumph  over  argument  hy  the 
force  of  penal  Statutes,  is  a  thing  not 
to  be  proud  of.  They  will  very  soon 
be  ashamed  of  their  success.  They 
will  very  soon  lose  all  relish  for  read- 
ing that  which  the  law  permits  not  to 
be  controverted.  They  will  soon  per- 
ceive, that  they  are  placed  in  the  situa- 
tion of  a  fuan,  who  being  upon  the 
point  of  defeat  in  a  boxing  match,  has 
saved  himself  by  resorting  to  the  pro- 
tection of  a  dagger.  They  will  see 
their  adversaries  retire  indeed,  but  re- 
tire amidst  the  applause  and  admira- 
tion of  all  the  good  and  the  brave, 
while  they  themselves  have  nothing  to 
keep  them  in  countenance  but  the  un- 
consoling  cheers  of  sophistry,  selffsh- 
ness,  servility,  and*'of  cowardice  with- 
out  a  parallel  in  the  history  of  mank  ind. 


This  Is  the  shameful  state  to  which 
our  adversaries  are  now  reduced.  The 
triumph  is  ours,  not  (heirs.  It  was  a 
combat  of  argument,  and  they  have 
taken  shelter  under  the  shield  of  />%- 
sical force.  Yet,  Mr.  Canning,  amidst 
loud  cheering,  as  is  reported,  accused 
us  of  foul  play  !  He  said,  that  we, 
w)io  have  written  in  the  cause  of  Re- 
form, have  poisoned  the  sources  of 
education;  that  we  have  turned  the 
capacitij  to  read,  amongst  the  labour- 
ing people,  to  a  most  mischievous  ac- 
count ;  that  we  have  actod  like  an 
enemy,  who,  too  cowardly  to  meet 
our  adversaries  in  the  field,  have  at- 
icked  him  secretly  by  putting  poison- 
ous drugs  into  the  Wells  and  Springs 
of  Water ! 

This  comes  with  decency  indeed 
from  one  of  those,  who  have  resorted 
to  a  Suspension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus 
Act !  [f  indeed,  we  had  stopped  the 
hawking  of  our  enemy's  publications 
while  our  own  were  permitted  to  be 
hawked  freely  ;  if  I,  for  instance,  had 
seized  numerous  poor  creatures  and 
put  them  in  prison  for  selling  Corrup- 
tion's pamphlets,  while  I  protected  the 
sellers  of  my  own;  if  I  had  caused 
scores  of  lying  publications  to  be  sent 
forth  and  given  awaij,  while  Corrup- 
tion had  contented  herself  with  a  fair 
sale  ;  if  I,  unable  to  (tnswer  Corrup- 
tion, had  sent  out  placards  to  be  post- 
ed up  against  her  in  the  dead  of  the 
night,  while  she  scorned  to  resort  to 
any  such  means  against  me.  If  this 
had  been  the  conduct  of  the  parties, 
then,  indeed,  I  might  justly  have  been 
accused  of  the  most  infamous  foul  play. 
But,  exactly  the  reverse  has  been  the 
fact.  I  have  relied  solely  upon  the 
power  of  truth  and  of  reason  ;  I  have 
had  no  other  aiders  and  abettors  than 
these;  I  have  trusted  wholly  lo  the 
honesty  and  tlie  sound  understandings 
of  the  people ;  and,  haze  have  I  been 
answered  ? 

But,  if  the  people,  if  millions  of 
people,  if  nine  tenths  of  the  whole  na- 
tion, really  are  '*  poor  deluded  crea^ 
turesy''  why  has  the  delusion  not  been 
prevented  ?    There  are  twenty  thou- 
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sand  Parsons,  four  or  fivt?  thousand 
Lawyers,  the  two  Universities,  the  two 
Houses  of  Parliament,  many  thousands 
dt  Magistrates,  many  hundreds  of 
^vriters  for  pay.  What!  And,  could 
not  all  thescv)  with  all  their  learning, 
and  with  all  their  weight,  counteract 
the  effect  af  one  poor  Tzco-Penmj 
Pamphlet!  For,  you  will  observe, 
that  this  it  was,  which,  at  bottom, 
was  the  main  thing !  i^ord  Sidmouth, 
in  his  speech,  clearly  pointed  it  out, 
though  he  did  not  actually  7iaj7ic  it. 
He  said,  that  cheap  publications  had 
found  their  way  into  the  very  cot- 
tages and  hovels.  And,  he  said  very 
truly;  but,  what  reason  was  this  for 
suspending  the  Act  of  Habeas  Cor- 
pus ?  He  said,  that  the  pamphlets 
had  been  submitted  to  the  Law  Ol!l- 
cers,  and  that  they  were  found  to  be 
written  with  so  tniich  dexterity  that  he 
was  sorry  to  sai/^  that,  hitherto,  the 
Lazs-Ojfficerh'  couldjind  ittthem  nothing 
to  prosecute/  And,  what  ^//ew  .^  Why 
he  proposed,  in  that  vory  speech,  the 
Suspension  of  the  Act  of  Habeas  Cor- 
pus !  I  would  even  now  vvillingly  dis- 
believe this  report  of  the  speech  of 
Lord  Sidmouth  ;  but,  from  what  has 
passed  si  nee,  1  am  afraid  that  it  was 
but  too  much  like  what  the  news- 
papers have  reported. 

Why  not  name  me  at  once  }  Why 
not  order  me  not  to  write  any  more  ? 
Mr.  Rlliot,  one  of  the  friends  of 
Buike  and  of  Lord  Fitzwilliam,  said, 
on  <he  second  day  of  the  session,  that 
the  designing  men  were  sending  forth 
poison  in  their  '^  venomous  iseekly 
"  piiblicaiions.'^  I  will  not  tell  this 
gentleman  of  what  I  might  tell  him; 
Dor  will  I  call  his  observations  vcno- 
mous ;  but,  I  ask  him,  if  it  was  a 
venomous  act  io  put  a  stop  to  all  the 
violences  against  machine  owners  and 
against 'bakers^  butchers  and  farmers  ? 

Ten  thousand  of  such  men  as  he 
would  not  have  been  able  to  do  this, 
which  I  alone  did,  and  that,  too,  in 
the  space  of  one  month,  and  by  the 
Bieans  of  that  publication,  which  he 
was  pleased  to  call  "  venomous.'*'' 
But,, again,  if  it  was  venom,   that  I 


was  sending  forth,  "v^X^y  was  not  the 
antidote  administered  .''  Or,  does  this 
gentleman  suj)pose,  that  the  superin- 
teudance  of  Reading  Room?,  or,  the 
Suspension  of  our  Personal  Safety,  is 
the  proper  antidote?  Is  this  the  way 
(o  ronvince  either  me,  or  my  readers, 
that  we  are  in  error?  Arc  errors 
ev£>r  corrected  in  this  way  ? 

Oh,  no!  Mr.  Elliot,  you  mnv  b^ 
well  assuied,  that,  if  the  people  have 
been  *•' dtiudeil^'"  the)  are  not  to  be 
put  right  by  means  likv?  these;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  th' J  will  now  lioteven 
listen  to  any  tinng  hat  shall  be  writ- 
ten to  them  on  the  other  side.  If  I 
were  to  be  rendered  silent,  they  would 
still,  more  firmly  tlian  ever,  adhere  to 
my  doctrines.  They  would,  and  they 
will  at  any  rate,  treasure  up  all  the 
Little  Books  that  they  have  got. — 
They  will  sooner  part  with  their  shirts 
than  they  will  part  with  them.  As 
measures  to  close  the  people's  eyes 
against  these  Book«^  the  new  laws 
have  come  too  late.  That  which  you 
call  "  renom,^^  and  which  I  call  whole- 
some food  for  the  mind,  has  already 
been  received  to  repletion.  Little 
more  could  have  been  done  in  the 
way  of  inculcating  principles  ;  if  no- 
thing at  all  were  done  in  addition, 
those  principles  will  never  be  eradi- 
cated, and  never  cease  to  actuate  the 
minds  of  Englishmen ;  and,  though 
at  the  bottom  of  a  dungeon,  I  shall 
always  have  the  consolation  to  reflect, 
that  more,  many  more,  than  a  million 
of  my  Little  Books  are  in  the  hands  of 
my  countrymen. 

Towards  me  above  all  men  this  treat- 
ment is  most  foul.  I  have  never  prac- 
tised delusion;  I  have  never  courted  po-- 
pularity;  I  never  fell  into  the  cry  against 
Tythes  or  that  against  the  Corn  bill ; 
I  have  never  endeavoured  to  set  (he 
poor  against  the  rich  ;  I  have  never 
been  guilty  of  an  attempt  to  practise 
delusion  of  any  sort.  My  hostility  to 
the  Funding  System  has  been  long 
and  persevering  ;  I  have  proposed  the 
checking  of  its  mischiefs  to  every  man 
in  high  station,  to  whom  I  have  ever 
had    an     opportunity    of    speakingo 
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Fourteen  y^ars  ago,  when  the  interest 
of  the  debt  was  only  just  half  what  it 
is  novT,  I  urged  the  adoption  of  this 
measure.  A  thousand  times  did  I  en- 
deavour to  impress  upon  the  mind  of 
Mr.  Windham  a  sense  of  Ihe  extreme 
danger  of  this  terrible  system,  and  this 
is  a  fact  \ery  well  known  to  Mr. 
Elliot,  who  did  not  then  appear  to 
look  upon  ray  sentiments  as  ''  venO' 
mous.^i  I  laid  a  plan  before  Mr. 
Windham,  which,  if  it  had  been  adopt- 
ed, would  have  insured,  at  this  day, 
tranquillity,  happiness  and  liberty,  in- 
stead of  what  we  have  the  sorrow  and 
the  shame  to  feel.  It  was  not  a  sub- 
ject congenial  to  his  turn  of  mind. 
He  thought  my  upprehensions  ground- 
less. He  used  to  say,  that  it  would 
be  time  enough  to  jump  over  that 
ditch  when  we  came  to  it ;  but,  I  an- 
swered, that,  ifwe  staid 'till  we  got  to 
the  ditch,  we  never  should  be  able  to 
jump  over  it,  I  told  hira  a  thousand 
times,  that  if  the  Funding  System  were 
not  etFectually  checked,  this  nation 
must  be  enslaved.  I  told  hira^  that  at 
last,  the  thing  would  become  wholly 
unmanageable ;  that  it  would  roll 
backwards  and  forwards  like  the  bil- 
TOwsofthe  troubled  ocean,  swallow- 
ing up  a  certain  portion  of  happiness 
at  every  roll,  and  that  at  last,  it 
would  produce  the  very  thing  that  the 
war  and  that  all  his  endeavours  had 
been  intended  to  prevent. 

And,  have  I,  then,  my  countrymen, 
deluded  you  as  to  this  subject,  upon 
which  all  others  depend  1  Have  I 
told  you  any  thing,  as  to  this  greatest 
of  all  points,  more  than  I  told  this 
statesman  many  years  ago?  The 
only  difference  is,  that  you  have  lis- 
tened to  me,  and  he  did  not,  because 
I  could  not  make  him  see  the  danger. 
The  application  for  a  Reform  of  the 
Parliament  we  have  proved  to  be  just 
and  expedient ;  but,  this  is  a  matter 
which  still  admitted  of  discussion. 
The  misery,  however,  produced  by 
the  funding  system  came  and  mixed 
itself  with  the  question  of  Reform. 
And,  whose  fault  was  that?  Not 
Baine ;  for,  I  would,  long  ago,   have 


effectaally  prevented  the  misery  by 
checking  the  funding  system;  and 
that,  I  know,  could  be  done  even 
now.  But,  because  the  misery  ex- 
isted, were  we  not  to  urge  our  claims 
for  Reform  in  a  peaceable  and  orderly 
manner,  and  with  the  observance  of 
all  the  forms  and  ceremonies  pre- 
scribed by  the  Constitution  ? 

No :  you  have  not  been  deluded. 
It  is  not  a  misfortune  that  you  hav» 
been  able  to  read.  You  h.'ive  read, 
and  you  understand,  and  will  long 
remember,  what  you  hav(5  read.  It 
is  quite  impossible  for  any  man  to 
foresee  what  will  now  take  place ;  but, 
it  must  be  clear  to  every  one,  that 
the  measures  which  have  been  adopt- 
ed will  not  operate  as  a  cure  for  any 
part  of  the  evils  that  oppress  the 
country.  My  real  belief  is,  that  a 
few  conciliatory  words  would  have 
done  much  more  then  all  these  laws  ; 
and,  besides,  the  mere  absence  oj  tu- 
mult  is  not  tranquillity.  That  tran- 
quillity which  is  worth  any  thing  must 
have  a  souri  e  other  th^n  that  of  force 
and  of  fear  Prosperity  neser  can 
return  under  these  laws,  which,  if 
they  continue  in  force  for  any  lengt^i 
of  time,  will  infallibly  reduce  the  na- 
tion to  a  state  of  feebleness  such  as  it 
never  before  knew.  Its  character 
will  «ink  very  fast,  and,  along  with 
its  character,  its  resources  and  its 
power.  There  are  now  a  million 
people,  men  and  their  families,  sup- 
ported by  subscription^  exclusive  of 
the  paupers  usually  so  called.  In 
such  a  state  of  things  how  is  it  possi- 
ble that  the  people  should  not  become 
utterly  degraded,  while,  at  the  same 
time,  the  means  iii  employment  are 
daily  grx)wing  less  and  less? 

These  are  all  the  natural  and  inevi- 
table consequences  of  a  Funding  Sys- 
tem. A  Funding  System  has  never 
existed  in  rtw^y  country,  without  pro- 
ducing indescribable  misery  PAfNE 
most  aptly  ob-served,  that  «uch  a  Sys- 
tem gave  unnatural  vigour  *till  it  ar- 
rived at  its  climax,  and  then  it  pro- 
duccd  unnatnral  poverty  and  feeble- 
ness.    This  has    beeo    precisely    th* 
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case  here  ;  and,  as  to  the  nonsense 
about  "  a  sudden  tranaUipn  from  war 
to  peace .,^^  it  is  only  the  otfsprhig  of 
sickly  brains.  Here  is  a  great  cause 
of  misery  and  feebleness  at  work,  and 
nothing  can  restore  happiness  and 
energy  except  the  removal  of  that 
cause.  Mr.  Canning  and  his  fellow- 
labouiej*  Mr  Klliot  may  scold  about 
my  ''pc/.NOw"  and  •'  venom''''  as  long 
as  they  please;  but  lo  my  shop  they 
must  com^  at  last,  or  the  malady  will 
end  in  a  most  ditadful  convulsion. 

Before  I  conclude,  let  me  notice  a 
famous  falsehood,  which  has  appeared 
in  the  Morning  Post  of  the  18  h  instant, 
in  tlip  following  words: — '•  Cobbett 
"  Chastisi'd. — lo  one  instance  at 
'^  least,  this  Hectoring  Bully  lias  me? 
'^  with  his  deserts.  Understanding 
''  that  he  passed  the  night  of  Sunday  at 
*'  Mr.  Tim  of  hi/  Uiown's  at  Peckham, 
"  Mr.  LocKHART  repaireii.  thith.r 
"  earl)  yesn-rday  morning,  with  tht 
**  intention  of  chastising  the  Re- 
*'  lornuT  for  h'»s  insolenc^  it  Win- 
''  chaster,  Belore  Mr.  L.  had  reacli- 
*'  eci  the  Bricklayers'  Arms,  he  met 
''  (Jobt'cft  reti.rnii  g  fo  town,  and,  b(  - 
''  ing  fumishet!  wi'b  a  iremendouc, 
''  hon>e-whip^  he  upplitd  it  utm  cere- 
*'  monit  fo  fh^  broad  and  well-ad-tpt- 
'*  ed  shu  Iders  nj  his  anlagoiiist. 
*' Cobbett  escap;  i!  into  the  f^kfp  of 
^  Mr.  Jones^  the  upothecar^.^Khe)-  he 
'*  remair  -d  for  two  hours.  [lis  sconce 
*'  appears  to  have  suflfered  consider- 
*'  ab'e  (ii!"»age,  as  hcjsas  seen  to  have 
**  the  apoiiiccari/^s  shop  iciih  an  t  nor" 
"  mous  plaster  ovtr  his  lej  r^e.^'* 

Now,  V,  iO.  at  a  disiance  from  Lon- 
don, would  not  be'ievi'  tljs  io  be 
true?  Wl  i>  woutd  not  b' licve,  that 
there  was,  at  leas;,  truth  in  ome pari 
of  it  ?  Who  woi  id  not  bilieve,  that, 
at  any  tat**,  I  was  at  Mr*  Brown's  op 
Sunday?  Who  ^^  ould  believe,  thai 
it  was  wholli/  false?  Nevertheless,  I 
nsvr  Mas  wiliiin  scvcial  miles  of  Peck- 
ham  <ast  Stinduy  ;  I  s^ept  at  No.  8, 
Catherine  Street  on  that  night  ;  J 
never  was  out  ot  that  house  on  the 
]VIo»K  ly  ;  and  I  have  never  seen 
Lockhart  the  Brave  since  he  came  to 


me,   with  his  two  witnesses^    at    the 
Black  Swan  at  Winchester  ! 

This  is  "  delusion  "  indeed  !  It  is 
the  readers  of  these  vile  publications 
who  are  "  deluded.''^  This  is,  however, 
only  a  specimen  of  what  Corruption  is 
capable  of,  and  of  what  she  has  long 
practised.  It  is,  after  this,  hardly 
necessary  to  say,  that  it  wotlld  be 
foolish,  and  even  base,  in  my  readers, 
ever^again  to  listen  for  one  moitient 
to  any  thing  which  Corruption's  press: 
may  say  against  7Wd?,  be  it  what  it 
may,  and  be  it  stated  with  whatever 
solemnity.  I  have  often  said,  that 
these  men  would  not  stick  at  false  q 
oaths ^  and,  I  am  persuadtd,  that  the 
public  will  now  be  of  my  opinion. 
Can"  any  one  believe,  that  a  wretch, 
who  could  sell  hin)self  io  a  purpose 
like  this,  would  not  sell  his  oath^  if 
he  could  get  a  good  price  for  it  ?  I 
have  often  said,  and  I  repeat,  that 
those,  who  have  the  power  over  the 
greater  part  of  the  London  press,  are 
the  very  barest  of  mankind.  The- 
wrc'ch,  who  publishes  this  *^  venom^'*  is 
a  itaunch  partzan  of  the  late  measures, 
a  ad  a  gross  calumniator  of  the  friends 
of  Reform.  There  needs  no  more 
Bpon  the  subject.  The  nation  wih 
judge  him  all  in  good  time. 

I  am,  my  worthy  Countrymen, 

Your  friend, 

Wm.  Cobbett. 

P.  S.  The  narrative  and  document, 
relative  to  Napoleon,  i  take  from  the 
public  papers.  It  is  of  great  ii  terest ; 
and  it  is  fit,  that  you  all  should  read 
it  and  preseive  it.  You  will  know 
very  well  what  opinion  to  form  on  the 
subject  without  any  commentary  of 
mine. 
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AN 

APPEA.L 

TO    THE 

BRITISH  NATION, 

S^c.  S)C.  Sfc, 


If  any  doubts  could  have  existed  in 
my  mind  as  to  the  execution  of  the 
duty  1  oived  my  unfortunate  master, 
tiiese  doubts  would  \\'\^e  been  removed 
by  the  gen-  rous  feelings  which  every 
Englishman  l)as  expres  ed  to  whom  J 
bave  related  the  suny  of  his  sufferings. 
It  is  now  manifest  to  me,  that  the 
Briiish  nation  has  only  to  know  the 
tacts  I  am  about  to  state  for  amelio- 
ration of  that  treatment,  which  noi 
only  imbitters  his  existence,  but  which 
msndces  life  Itself,  and  affixes  a  deep 
stain  on  the  character  of  a  country 
to  whose  officers  he  surrendered  him- 
self, in  the  contidence  of  its  honour 
and  magnanimity. 

1  shall  take  care  not  to  abuse  the 
feelings  of  those  I  address  by  an  ex- 
aggerated statenient.  I  shall  confine 
myself  to  a  strict  relation  of  facts, 
supported  by  the  document  which  is 
annexed.  In  taking  this  measure,  I 
rely  on  the  prot«ction  of  the  English 
nation,  as  I  have  not  been  guilty  of 
any  c.ilumny,  or  intended  offence, 
and  I  trust  an  appeal  to  humanity  and 
the  laws  of  tiations  will  not  be  slight- 
ed or  rejected,  because  it  is  made  by 
an  humble  individual  in  favour  of  un- 
fortunate greatness. 

I  am  a  native  of  the  Island  of  Cor- 
sica ;  at  the  age  of  thirteen  I  entered 
the  military  service  in  the  battalion 
of  Corsican  sharp-shooters.  I  was 
present  at  the  bxittles  of  Ulm,  Auster- 
litz,  Jena,  Prussian  Elau,  Friedland. 
Ratishonii,  Eckmuhl,  Aspern,  Ypers- 
berg,  Wagrara,.  and  ii;«ally  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Poiosk,  after  which  I  quitted 
the  profession  ot  a  soldier  for  that  of 
a  courier.  When  the  Emperor  de- 
parted from  Fontainbleau  for  the 
Island  of  Elba,  I  df^fermined  on  fol- 
lowing him  without  feeling  au-y   con- 


cern about  the  rank  in  which  I  might 
Continue  my  services.  A  short  time 
after  our  anival  I  was  presented  to 
the  Emperor.  He  recognized  an  old 
soldier  who  had  never  failed  in  the 
fultiimeot  of  his  du^y,  and  had  the 
goodness  to  grant  me  the  places  of 
messenger  to  his  cabinet  and  keeper 
of  his  port-folio.  I  returned  to 
France  in  1815,  in  the  suite  of  the 
Emperor,  and  after  the  battle  of  Wa- 
terloo, I  accompanied  him  to  Roche- 
fort,  and  on  board  the  English  ship 
the  Bellerophon.  Finally,  I  was  one 
of  the  few  faithful  servants  of  his  Ma- 
jesty, who  had  the  happiness  to  follow 
him  to  St.  Helena,  where,  for  nearly 
a  year,  I  served  near  his  person. 

The  Emperor,  on  his  arrival,  resided 
in  the  house  of  a  merchant  named 
Balcombc,  where  he  remained  for 
about  two  months;  Mr.  Balcombe's 
house  was  neither  suitable  nor  conve- 
nient ;  but  for  this  Sir  George  Cock- 
burn  was  in  no  way  blaraeable.  On 
every  occasion  he  eT>deavoured  to 
conciliate  the  duties  of  his  office  with 
the  respect  and  delicacy  which  were 
due  to  the  rank  and  misfortunes  of 
his  august  prisoner. 

From  thence  the  Emperor  was  trans- 
ferred to  Longwood,  which  was  once 
a  farm  belonging  to  the  East  India 
Company.  In  this  wretched  asylum 
he  stills  remains.  His  sleeping  cham- 
ber is  scarcely  large  enough  to  contain 
a  bed  and  a  few  chairs.  The  roof  of 
this  hovel  consists  of  paper,  coated 
with  pitch,  which  is  beginning  to  rot, 
and  through  which  the  rain  water  and 
dew  penetrate.  In  addition  to  all 
these  inconveniences,  the  house  is 
infested  by  rats  who  devour  every 
thing  that  they  can  reach!  All  the 
Emperor's  linen,  even  that  which  was 
lately  sent  from  England,  has  been 
gnawed  and  completely  destroyed  by 
Miem,  For  want  of  closets,  the  linen 
is  necessarily  exposed  upon  the  floor. 
Whiiu  the  Emperor  is  at  dinner,  the 
rats  run  about  the  apartment,  and 
even  creep  between  his  feet. 

The  report  of  a  house  having  been 
built  for  tUe  Emperor,  which,  it  has 
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been  said,  was  sent  from  England,  is 
entirely  false.  Some  pieces  of  timber 
work  have,  indeed,  arriFcd  ;  but  the 
^governor  derlared  that  a  house  cannot 
be  built  in  less  than  three  or  four 
years. 

When  the  Emperor  was  established 
at  Longwood,  Sir  G.  Cockburn  intro- 
duced the  most  exact  economy  into 
every  branch  of  the  expenditure.  The 
Empeior,  however,  never  wanted  wha* 
was  necessary,  and  the  Admiral  alway? 
took  care  that  nothing  should  be  re- 
fusfed  which,  with  due  regard  to  the 
locality,  the  person  of  the  f^mperor, 
and  his  duty,  was  indispensable. 

It  is  not,  however,  economy  which 
the  new  Governor  has  introduced  into 
thf»  household  of  the  Emperor,  it  i<. 
dbsolule  want. 

It  is  to  be  recollected  ^he  Governor 
took  upon  himself  the  entire  charge  ot 
the  maintenance  of  Napoleon  and  his 
suite ;  but  the  provisions  he  furnishes 
are  always  in  too  small  a  quantity, 
and  also,  very  often,  of  bad  quality. 
In  the  latter  case,  when  tlie  Emperor's 
house-steward  (Cipriani)  has  found 
himself  under  the  necessity  of  sending 
back  the  provisions,  the  articles  are 
never  replaced  by  others  more  fit  for 
use,  and  it  has  been  necessary  \o  wait 
until  the  following  day  for  a  supply. 

It  has  often  happened  that,  on  find- 
ing himself  without  any  butchers' 
meat  for  the  Emperor's  table,  the  stew- 
ard has  sent  me  to  purchase  a  sheep, 
for  which  I  have  paid  Jour  guineas^ 
and  often  could  only  procure  pork  for 
making  soup. 

Captain  Poppleton,  of  the  53d  regi- 
ment, appointed  to  guard  the  Emperor, 
if  he  is  the  man  of  honour  I  believe 
him  to  be,  will  not  fail  to  bear  witness 
that  he  has  often  lent  candles  to  lighten 
this  abode  of  desolation,  as  well  as 
bread,  butter,  poultry,  and  even  salt. 
f  was  even,  from  necessity,  in  the 
habit  of  repairing  secretly  to  the  Eng- 
lish caiap  to  purchase  butter,  eggs,  and 
bread,  of  the  soldiers'  wives,  other- 
wise the  Emperor  would  often  have 
been  without  breakfast,  and  even 
without  dinner ! 


The  Governor  sent  seven  servants 
to  Longwood,  but  the  Emperor  was 
obliged  to  dismtss  four  of  them  from 
inability  to  supply  them  with  food  !  on 
which  the  Governor  granted  soldiers* 
rations  to  the  three  that  rfmained. 
^  Often  has  it  also  happened  that  Ci« 
priani,  the  steward,  haspurcini^ed  from 
these  three  servants  //«(?  rations  of 
bread  they  received  from  the  camp,  in 
consequence  of  the  want  of  provisions 
for  the  Emperor  and  his  suite,  which 
had  not  arrived. 

It  is  a  fact,  which  will  appear  in- 
credible, but  wliich  is  not  less  true, 
that  the  Rmperor  is  limited  to  a  bottle 
of  wine  per  day  i  Marshal  and  Ma. 
dame  Bertrand,  General  Montholon 
and  his  Lady,  General  Gourgand  and 
Count  de  Las  Cazas  have  also  each 
their  bottle. 

Marshal  Bertrand  has  three  chil- 
dren ;  M.  de  Montholon  two ;  and 
M.  de  Las  Cazas  one,  about  fifteen  or 
sixteen  ye^rs  of  age  !  and  for  all  these 
mouths  the  Governor  allows  no  ra- 
tions ! 

\n  this  state  of  things  the  Emperor 
has  been  compelled  to  sell  all  his  plate, 
to-  procure  the  first  necessaries  of  life  ! 
I  myself  broke  it  in  pieces  before  it  was 
sent  to  the  market.  The  produce  of 
the  sale  was  deposited,  by  order  of  the 
Governor,  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Bal- 
combc,  and  the  Emperor  was  not  per- 
jnitted  to  touch  a  single  penny. 

When  the  house-steward,  wishing 
to  supply  the  deficiency  of  the  provi- 
sions furnished  by  the  Governor, 
makes  purchases  himself  (which  hapJ 
pens  every  day !)  he  can  only  pay 
them  by  orders  upon  Mr.  Balcombe. 

I  used  to  rise  at  break  of  day,  and 
when  I  did  not  succeed  in  shooting  a 
few  pigeons,  in  the  neighbouihood  cf 
our  dwelling,  the  Emperor  frequfntly 
had  nothing  for  breakfast.  The  pro- 
visions do  not  reach  Longwood  until 
two  or  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
and  when  they  were  of  so  bad  a  qua- 
lity that  the  house-steward  had  to  send 
them  back,  the  EmperOr  subsisted  en- 
tirely on  the  produce  of  my  shooting. 
On  these  occasions,  the  cook  thought 
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himself  fortunate  in  having  brought 
from  Paris  some  portable  cakes,  with 
whicli  he  made  soup  for  the  Kmperor, 

There  is  no  •  ater  iit  for  cocking,  at 
Longvvood.  Very  good  water  may, 
ho«ev-  r,  b<'  procured  a-,  a  distance  ot 
twelve  hijodred  yards,  which  might  be 
conveyed  to  the  Emperor's  barracks  at 
an  ex  pence  of  from  twelve  to  fifteen 
hundred  francs. 

The  liouse  is  only  supplied  by  (he 
water  which  is  brought  frditi  tliis  foun- 
tain ;  it  is  open  only  once  during  the 
dav  ;  at  all  other  times  it  is  locked. 
The  key  is  kept  by  an  Etiglish  officer, 
who  is  scarcely  ever  present  when 
water  is  wanted.  There  is  a  conduit 
for  conveying  water  to  the  English 
camp  ;  but  it  was  thought  unnecessary 
to  do  as  much  for  the  unfoitunate  Na- 
poleon. 

I  J^pAt6  the  great  and  humiirte 
English  nation  a  picture  of  the  otlier 
insults  and  humiliations,  to  which  the 
Emperor  is  exposed,  and  also  a  fur- 
ther detail  of  the  complaints,  which 
the  Emperor  makes  against  the  Go- 
vernor, Sir  Hudson  Lowe.  I  shall 
confine  myself  to  observing,  that  at 
the  last  visit  the  Governor  ni^de  to 
Longwood,  and  at  which  I  was  pre- 
sent, he  offended  him  to  such  a  de- 
gree, that  the  Ehipdror  said,  "  Have 
*' you  not,  then,  done  with  insiilting 
*'  me  ?  Leave  my  presence,  and  let 
*'  md  never  see  ydu  again,  unless 
^*  you  have  received  orders  from  your 
"  government  to  assassinate  me  :  you 
"  will  then  find  me  ready  to  lay  open 
''  my  breast  to  you.  My  per^n  is 
"  in  your  pow6r.  You  may  sh6d  my 
"  blood." 

The  climate  of  Longwood   is,  be- 
sides, most  unhealthy ;    every  thing 
is  there  in   extremes — the  humidity,, 
the  wind,  and  the  heat. 

Admiral  Cockburn  had  marked  out 
a  circuit  of  two  leagues  for  the  Em- 
peror's promenade  ;  the  present  Go- 
vernor has,  without  any  rnotive, 
abridged  it  to  half  a  league. 

The  inconvenieilces  of  the  climate 
of  Longwood,  and  particularly  th'e 
bamidity  to  which  the  Eth^ef  Or  is  el- 


posed,  have  considerably  injured  his 
iiealth,  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  ids 
English  physician  that  he  c«nnot  re- 
main there  another  year  without  ha- 
zard ir»g  hfs  life. 

The  Emperor  having  disposed  of  Kis 
plate  could  dispense  with  the  services 
of  the  keeper  of  the  plate,  and  havw 
ing  been  compelled  to  diminish  the 
uuihber  of  his  horses,  for  want  of  a: 
sutHcient  supply  of  furage,  he  has  dis- 
cnarged  one  of  the  two  grooms  whom 
he  kept  in  his  service ;  having  no 
longer  any  cabtnei;,  the  oltice  of 
huissi*r  became  equally  superfluous, 
and  he  thought  proper  to  dismiss  me. 
In  the  same  manner  objects  of  the 
first  necessity,  fcr  his  household,  suf- 
fer daily  diminution. 

Colonel  Pouiatowskihas  since  been 
removed  from  the  Island  by  order  of 
the  Governor. 

We  departed  fom  Saint  Helena  on 
the  28th  of  October,  on  board  the 
English  frigate  the  Orontis,  and  after 
having  sailed  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  we  again  returned  to  St.  He- 
lena. There  we  remained  for  several 
days  without  being  suffered  io  land. 
The  Emperor  having  been  informed  of 
our  return,  caused  some  provisions  to 
be  purchased  at  James  Town  for  our 
voyage  to  England,  which  wei-e  sent 
on  board  the  vessel.  We  were,  how- 
ever under  the  necessity  of  sending 
back  the  l^ve  stock,  as  the  Captain 
insisted  on  or^  killing  it  immediately. 
As  for  the  wine,  we  never  tasted  it 
during  the  voyage,  as  we  would  not 
submit  to  have  the  Emperor's  present^ 
which  was  strictly  dur  own,  distri- 
buted to  us  in  rations  by  the  Captain. 

Oi  tite  25th  6f  February  we  arrived 
at  Portsmouth,  from  whence  I  pro- 
ceeded to  London,  to  fulfil  the  pain- 
ful but  sacred  duty  which  I  now  dis- 
cKai^^e,  by  the  publication  of  this 
narrative. 
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Letter, 

Bi/  order  of  the  Emperor  Napoleon^ 
addressed  by  General  Count  Mon- 
tholony  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe^  BrU 
tish  Governor  of  the  Island  of  St* 
Helena. 

August  zSth,  1B16, 

General,  I  have  received  the  Trea- 
ty of  the  2d  of  August,  1815,  con- 
cluded between  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty, the  Emperor  of  Austria,  tiie 
Emperor  of  Russia,  and  the  King  of 
Prussia,  which  accompanied  your  let- 
ter of  the  23d  of  July. 

The  Emperor  Napeleon  protests 
against  the  contents  of  that  Treaty ; 
he  is  not  the  prisoner  of  England. 
After  having  placed  his  abdicati6n  in 
the  hands  of  the  Representatives  of 
the  Nation,  for  the  advantage  of  the 
Constitution  adopted  by  the  French 
people^  and  in  favour  of  his  Son^  he 
repaired  voluntarily  and  freely  to  Eng- 
land, with  the  view  of  living  there,  as 
a  private  individual,  under  the  protec 
tion  of  the  British  laws.  The  vio- 
lation  of  every  law  cannot  constitute  a 
rights  The  person  of  the  Emperor 
Napoleon  is  actually  in  the  power  of 
England,  but  he  neither  has  been,  nor 
fs,  in  the  power  of  Austria,  Russia, 
and  Prussia,  either  in  fact  or  of  right, 
even  according  to  the  laws  and  cus- 
toms of  England,  which  never  included, 
in  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  Russians^ 
Prussians,  Austrians,  Spaniards,  or 
Portuguese,  though  united  to  these 
powers  by  treaties  of  alliance  and 
making  war  conjointly  with  them. 

The  Conventien  of  the  2d  of  August, 
concluded  fifteen  days  after  the  Empe- 
ror was  in  England,  cannot  have  of 
right  any  effect.  It  exhibits  only  a  spec- 
tacle of  the  coalition  of  the  four  great- 
est Powers  of  Europe  for  the  op- 
pression of  a  single  man  J — a  coalition 
vifhich  the  opinion  of  every  nation  and 
all  the  principles  of  sound  moralit) 
equally  disavow. 

The  Emperors  of  Austria  and  Rus- 
sia, and  the  King  of  Prussia,  having 
neither  in  fact  or  in  right  any  claim 


over  the  person  of  the  Emperor  Napo- 
leon, could  decide  nothing  respecting 
him. 

Had  the  EmperOr  N^apoleon  been 
in  the  power  of  the  Emperor  of  Aus- 
tria, that  Prince  would  have  recollect- 
ed the  relations  which  religion  and 
nature  have  formed  between  a  father 
and  a  son — relations  which  are  never 
violated  with  impunity. 

He  would  have  recollected  that 
Napoleon  had  four  times  restored  io 
him  his  throne  :  viz.  at  Leoben  ic 
1797,  at  Luneville  in  1804  ;  when  his 
armies  were  under  the  walls  of  Vien- 
na, at  Presburgh,  in  1806,  and  at 
Vienna  in  1809;  when  his  armies 
had  possession  of  the  capital  and 
three-fourths  of  the  monarchy  I  That 
Prince  would  have  recollected  the 
protestations  he  made  to  Napoleon 
at  the  bivouac'm  Moravia  in  1806,  and 
at  the  interview  in  Dresden  in  1812. 

Had  the  person  of  the  Emperor  Na- 
poleon been  in  the  power  of  the  Em- 
peror Alexander,  he  would  have  recol- 
lected the  ties  of  friendship  contract- 
ed at  Tilsit,  at  Erfurth,  and  during 
twelve  years  of  daily  correspondence. 

He  would  have  recollected  the  con- 
duct of  the  Emperor  Napoleon  the  day 
after  the  battle  of  Austerlitz,  when, 
though  he  could  have  made  him,  with 
the  wreck  of  his  army,  prisoner^ 
contented  himself  with  taking  his 
parole,  and  allowed  him  to  operate  his 
retreat.  He  would  have  recollected 
the  dangers  to  which  the  Emperor 
Napoleon  personally  exposed^  himself 
in  order  to  extinguish  the  fire  of  Mos- 
cow, and  to  preserve  that  capital  for 
him — assuredly,  that  Prince  would 
never  have  violated  the  duties  of  friend- 
ship and  gratitude  towards  a  friend  in 
misfortune. 

Had  the  person  of  the  Emperor  Na. 
poleon  been  in  the  power  of  the  Kin^ 
of  Prussia,  that  Sovereign  could  not 
have  forgotten  that  it  depended  on 
the^Emperor,  after  the  Battle  of  Fried- 
land,  to  place  another  Prince  on  the 
throne  of  Berlin.  He  would  not  have 
forgotten,  in  the  presence  of  a  disarm* 
ed  enemy}  the  protestations  of  attach- 
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ment  and  the  sentiments  of  gratitude 
which  he  testified  to  him  in  1812  at 
the  interviews  in  Dresden. 

It  accordingly  appears  from  articles 
2  and  5,  of  the  Treaty  of  the  2d  of 
August,  that  these  Princes,  being  inca- 
pable of  exercising  any  influence  over 
the   disposal    of   the    Emperor,    who 
was  not  in  their  power,  accede  to  what 
may  be  done  thereon  by  His  Britannic 
Majesty,  who  takes  upon  himself  the 
charge   of  fulfilling   every  obligation. 
These  Princes   have    reproached    the 
Emperor    Napoleon  with  having  pre- 
ferred the  protection   of  the  English 
laws  to  theirs.     The  false  ideas  which 
the  Emperor  Napoleon  had  formed  of 
the  liberality  of  the  laws  of  England, 
and  of  the  influence  of  the  opinion  of  a 
great^  generous^  and  free  people  over 
their  government,  decided  him  to  pre- 
fer the  protection  of  these  laws  to  that 
of  a  father-in-law  or   an  old  friend. 
The  Emperor  Napoleon  had  it  in  his 
power    to    secure,     by   a   diplomatic 
treaty,  whatever  was  personal  to  him- 
self, by  putting    himself  either  at  the 
head  of  the  army  of  the  Loire,  or  at  the 
head  of  the  army  of  the  Gironde,  com- 
manded by  General  Clausel ;  but  wish- 
ing, henceforth,  for  nothing  but  retire- 
ment and  the  protection  of  the  laws  of 
a  free  state,  either  English  or  Ameri- 
can,  all   stipulations  appeared  to  him 
unnecessary.     He  conceived  that  the 
English  people  were  more  bound  by  a 
conduct  which  was,  on  his  part,  frank, 
noble,   aud  full    of   confidence,   than 
they  would  have  been  by  the    most 
solemn  treaties.      He   has   been    de- 
ceived^   but   this   error  will    for  ever 
cause  true  Britons  to  blush,  and  will, 
in  the  present  as  well  as  the  future  ge- 
nerations, be  a  proof  of  the  bad  faith 
of  the  English  Administrathn, 

Austrian  and  Prussian  commission- 
ers are  arrived  at  St.  Helena.  If  the 
object  of  their  mission  be  the  fulfil- 
ment of  a  part  of  the  duties  which  the 
Emperors  of  Austria  and  Russia  have 
contracted  by  the  Treaty  of  the  2d  of 
*  August,  and  to  take  care  that  the 
English  Agents,  in  a  small  colony,  in 
the  midst  of  the  Ocean,  do  not  fail  in 


the  respect  dae  to  a  Prince  connected 
with  these  Sovereigns  by  the  bonds  of 
relationship  and  so  many  other  ties, 
traits  of  the  character  which  belong  to 
these  ivvo  Monarchs  will  be  recogniz- 
ed in  this  proceeding;  but  you,  Sir, 
have  declared  that  these  Commis- 
sioners ha;ve  neither  the  right  nor  the 
power  of  giving  any  opinion  on  vshat 
may  he  passing  on  this  Rock ! 

The  English  ministers  have  caused 
the  Emperor  Napoleon  to  be  trans- 
ported to  St.  Helena,  at  the  distance 
of  2000  leagues  from  Europe  !  This 
rock,  situated  within  the  tropics,  and 
500  leagues  from  any  continent,  is 
subject  to  the  devouring  heats  of 
these  latitudes.  It  is  covered  with 
clouds  and  fogs,  during  three-fourths 
of  the  year,  and  is  at  once  the  most 
arid  and  the  most  humid  country 
in  the  world.  Such  a  climate  is 
most  inimical  to  the  health  of  the 
Emperor,  and  hatred  must  have  dic- 
tated the  choice  of  this  residence,  as 
well  as  the  instructions  given  by  the 
English  Ministry  to  the  officers  com- 
manding in  the  Island. 

They  have  even  been  ordered  to  call 
the  Emperor  Napoleon  General^  as  if 
it  were  wished  to  oblige  him  to  con- 
sider himself  as  never  having  reigned 
in  France. 

The  reasons  which  determined  him 
not  to  assume  an  incognito  name,  as 
he  might  have  resolved  to  do  on  leav- 
ing France,  were  these  :  First  Magis- 
trate for  life  of  the  Republic  under  the 
title  oi  First  Consul,^  he  concluded  the 
Preliminaries  of  London  and  the 
Treaty  of  Amiens  with  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  ;  and  received,  as  am- 
bassadors. Lord  Cornwallis,  Mr.  Mer- 
ry, and  Lord  Whitworth,  who  resided 
in  that  quality  at  his  Court.  He  ac- 
credited to  the  King  of  England^ 
Count  Otto  and  General  Andreossi, 
who  resided  as  Ambassadors  at  the 
Court  of  Windsor.  Wheii,  after  an 
exchange  of  letters  between  the  Minis- 
ters for  Foreign  Affairs  of  the  two 
Monarchies^  Lord  Lauderdale  came  to 
Paris  invested  with  full  powers  from 
the  King  of  England,  he  treated  with 
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the  Plenipotentiaries  possessing  fu^l 
powers  from  the  Emperor  Napofeon, 
and  remained  for  several  months  at  the 
Court  of  the  Tuileri^s  :  when  Lord 
Castlereagh  afterwards  signed,  at  Cha- 
tiilon,  the  uUimatum  which  the  Allied 
Powers  presented  to  the  Plenipolenti- 
uries  of  the  Emperor  Napoleon,  he 
^hereby  acknowledged  the  fourth  dij' 
nasty. 

This  ultimatum  was  more  advanta- 
geous than  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  but  it 
was  required  that  France  should  re- 
nounce Belgium  and  the  left  Bank  of 
the  Rhine.  This  was  contrary  to  the 
propositions  made  at  Franefort,  and 
the  proclamations  of  the  Allied  Powers, 
and  contrary  to  the  oath  by  which,  at 
his  coronation,  the  Emperor  szoore  to 
maintain  the  integrity  of  the  empire. 
The  Emperor  then  conceived  that 
natural  boundaries  were  equally  ne- 
ci?8sary  for  fhe  security  of  France  and 
the  equilibrium  of  Europe  ;  he  judged 
that  the  French  nation,  in  the  circum- 
stances rn '  which  it  then  was,  had 
better  incur  all  the  hazards  of  war  than 
submit  to  this  partition. 

Frnnce  w^u!d  have  secured  her 
integrity,  and  with  it  would  have 
•maintained  her  I\onour,  had  not  trea- 
€heri/  been  siiniinoned  to  the  assistance 
of  the  Allies, 

The  Treaty  of  the  2d  of  August,  and 
ihe  Act  of  the  British  Parliament,  call- 
ed the  Emperor,  Napoleon  Buonaparte^ 
and  gave  him  not  the  title  of  General. 
The  title  of  General  Buonaparte  is 
doubtless  eminently  glorious :  the 
Emperor  bore  it  at  Lodi,  at  Castigli- 
one,  at  Rivoli,  at  Areola,  at  Leoben, 
among  the  Pyramids,  and  at  Aboukir  ; 
but  for  the  last  seventeen  years  he  has 
borne  those  of  First  Consul  and  Em- 
peror, To  style  him  General,  now^ 
is  to  declare  that  he  has  neither  been 
chief  magistrate  of  the  Republic^  nor 
a  Sovereign  of  the  fourth  Dynasty, 
Those  who  believe  that  nations  are  like 
Jiocks^  zehich  by  divine  right,,  belong  to 
a  few  particular  families^  have  notions 
which  are  neither  of  the  present  age, 
nor  even  in  the  spirit  of  the  English 
Legislation^  zvhich  has  several  times 


changed  the  order  of  its  Dynasty,  be^ 
cause  the  reigning  Prince,  not  having 
participated  in  the  great  chauges  ishick 
took  place  in  opinions,  became  inimical 
to  the  happiness  of  the  majority  of  the 
nation.  For  Kings  are  only  iieredi- 
tary  Magistrates  who  exist  solely  for 
the  happiness  of  nations,  and  nc^  na- 
tions for  the  satisfaction  ofki'.gs. 

The  same  spirit  pf  malice  dictated 
the  order  by  which  the  Emperor  Na- 
poleon was  prevented  from  wxiting  or 
receiving  any  letter  which  has  not  pre- 
viously been  opened  and  read  by  the 
English  Ministers  ^nd  the  officers  of 
St.  Helena. 

The  possibility  of  his  receiving  let- 
ters from  his  mother,  his  TfOife,  his  soity 
or  his  brothers,  has  thus  l3een  inter- 
dicted; and  when  he  wished  to  re- 
move the  iticonvenience  of  having  all 
his  letters  read  by  subaltern  officers, 
and  to  send  sealed  letters  to  the  Prince 
Regent,  he  ^as  informed  that  none 
but  open  letters  could  be  passed — 
such  were  the  orders  of  the  Ministry. 
This  n^easure  stands  in  need  of  no  re- 
flexion ;  it  gives  rise  to  strange  ideas 
concerning  the  Administration  hy 
which  it  was  dictated  ;  it  would  even 
have  been  disavowed  9.i  Algiers,  Let- 
ters have  arrived  for  geperal  officers 
in  the  suite  of  the  Emperor ;  tliej 
were  broken  open  and  delivered  to 
you  ;  but  you  refused  to  communicate 
them  beicause  they  had  not  been  re- 
ceived through  the  channel  of  the 
English  Minister.  They  had  to  travel 
back  four  thousand  leagues,  and  these 
officers  endured  the  mortification  of 
knowing  that  tliere  existed  on  the 
island  accounts  of  their  wives,  their 
parents  and  their  children,  of  which 
they  could  not  be  informed  in  less  than 
six  months.  The  heart  revolts  at  such 
treatment  i  t  Permissimi  could  not 
be  obtained  to  subscribe,  occasionally, 
for  ihQ  Morning  Chronicle,  the  Morn- 
ing Post,  any  of  the  French  Journals, 
or  even. to  get  a  few  detached  numbers 
of  the  Times,  conveyed  to  Longwoed. 
In  consequence  ot  an  application, 
made  on  board  the  Northumberland, 
a  f«w  books  were^scnt;  but  ail  aurvM 
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as  related  to  the  affairs  of  latter  years 
were  carefully  kept  back.  It  was 
th«n  wished  to  establish  a  correspon- 
dence with  a  booksell<}r  of  London,  in 
order  to  obtain  directly  such  books 
as  mij^ht  ba  wanted,  and  those  which 
related  to  the  events  of  the  day  ;  but 
this  was  forbidden.  An  English  au- 
thor, who  wrote  an  account  of  his 
journey  through  France,  which  was 
printed  at  Lontlon,  took  the  trouble 
of  sending  you  a  copy  of  the  ivork, 
for  the  purpose  of  having  if  presented 
to  the  Emperor;  but  you  did  not 
think  fit  to  transmit  ir  to  liiai,  because 
it  had  not  been  sent  through  the  me- 
dium of  yo!ir  government.  It  is  besides 
understood  that  other  books  have  been 
sent  which  were  not  delivered,  because 
some  were  directed  io  the  JSmperor 
Napoleon^  aad  others  to  Napoleon  the 
Great.  The  English  ministry  is  not 
authorized  to  order  any  of  these  vexa- 
tions. TJje  law,  though  unzoorthi/  the 
British  Parliament^  considers  the  Em- 
peror Napoleon  as  a  prisoner  of  war  ; 
now  a  prisoner  of  war  is  never  for- 
bidden to  subscribe  for  newspapeiSy 
or  to  receive  prinfed  books — Such  a 
prohibition  exids  only  in  the  cells  of 
the  Inquisition, 

The  Island  of  Saint  Helena  is  ten 
leagues  in  circumference,  and  is  inac- 
cessible OH  eyery  side.  The  coast  is 
surrounded  by  brigs,  and  posts  are 
stationer)  within  sight  of  each  other, 
so  that  all  communication  with  the 
sea  is  rendered  impracticable.  There 
is  but  one  little  village,  called  James 
Town,  where  Tessels  arrive  and  de- 
part. To  prevent  the  escape  of  any 
individual  from  the  island,  it  is  only 
necessary  to  guard  the  coast.  There 
could,  therefore,  be  but  one  object  in 
interdicting  communication  with  the 
interior  of  the  island — namely,  to 
prevent  a  ride  of  about  eight  or  tea 
miles,  the  privation  of  which,  ac- 
cording to  the  opinion  of  medical  men, 
could  not  take  place  without  shorten- 
ing the  life  of  the  Emperor. 

The  Emperor  has  been  placed  at 
Longwood,  a  situation  exposed  to 
CTory  wind  that  blows,  in  a  traet  of) 


land  sterile  and  uninhabitable,  without 
water,  and  susceptible  of  no  kind  of 
cultivation.  There  is  a  circuit  of 
about  twelve  hundred  uncultivated 
toises.  On  an  eminence,  at  a  distance 
of  eleven  or  twelve  hundred  toises,  a 
camp  has  been  established,  and  ano- 
ther has  recently  been  placed  at  aa 
equal  distance,  in  an  opposite  direc- 
tion ;  consequently  in  the  midst  of 
tropical  heats  the  eye  is  met  by  camps 
on  every  side. 

Admiral  Malcombe having  conceived 
that  a  tent  would  be  e.Ttremely  useful 
to  the  Emperor,  caused  one  io  be 
fitted  up  by  his  seamen,  at  about  twen- 
ty paces  from  the  front  of  the  house  : 
beneath  this  tent  is  the  only  spot  which 
is  shaded  from  the  sun.  The  Empe- 
ror has,  however,  every  reason  to  be 
well  satisfied  with  the  spirit  which 
animated  the  officers  and  men  of 
the  brave  53rd  regiment,  as  he  like- 
wise had  with  the  crew  of  the  Nor- 
thumberland. The  house  at  Longwood 
was  first  built  to  serve  as  a  barn  for 
the  -Company's  farm.  The  Deputy 
Governor  caused  some  rooms  to  be 
made  in  it  and  converted  it  into  a 
country  house,  but  it  was  never  fit  to 
be  inhabited.  For  this  year  past 
workmen  have  been  constantly  em- 
ployed, arid  the  Emperor,  to  the  in* 
jury  of  his  health,  has  been  obliged 
to  submit  to  the  inconvenience  of 
living  in  a  house  which  is  in  the  pro- 
gress of  building.  The  apartment  iw 
which  he  sleeps  is  not  large  enough  to* 
contain  an  ordinary-sized  bed;  but  eve-^ 
ry  new  building  at  Longwood  would 
prolong  the  inconvenience  of  the  pre-r 
sence  of  workmen.  This  miserable 
Island,  however,  presents  many  fine 
positions,  covered  with  trees,  gardens, 
and  even  neat  hotises,  among  which  is 
Flantation  House;  but  the  ministry 
gave  strict  orders  that  we  were  not  to 
occupy  that  house;  had  we  been  per- 
mitted to  do  «o,  your  treasury  might 
have  been  spared  the  expenses  which 
were  laid  out  at  Longwood,  io  building, 
huts  roofed  with  paper,  coated  with 
pitch,  and  which  are  now  useless.  You 
hare  interdicted    all    correspondenc9 
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between  us  and  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
island,  you  have  in  fact  placed  the 
bou8e  at  Longwood  in  a  hfate  of 
seclusion,  you  have  even  obstructed 
any  communication  which  might  lake 
place  with  the  officer f!  of  the  garrison. 
It  seems  as  though  it  had  teen  studied 
to  deprive  us  of  the  few  resources 
which  this  niiserarble  country  presentSj 
and  we  arc  as  wretched  as  if  we  were 
doomed  to  H^e  on  the  uncultivated 
and  uninhabited  rock  of  the  Isle  of 
Ascension. 

During  the  fot^r  months  that  you 
have  resided  at  St.  Helena,  you  have, 
Sir.  aggravated  the  i;nfortunate  situa- 
tion of  the  Emperor.  Count  Bertrand 
observed  to  you  that  you  were  even 
violating  the  la^s  laid  down  by  your 
legisla/ure,  and  tramr^ling  on  the 
rights  of  general  oiBicers  prisoner;?  of 
war;  you  replied,  that  you  voui  ; 
act  Jiccerdine  to  the  letter  of  your 
instructions,  which  were  even  more 
rigid  than  the  condiet  you  had 
adopted.  1  ha^e  the  honor  r  (o  be, 
Mr  Geneial, 
Your  very  humble  and 
(Signed)  o'    dient  J^ervanl, 

General  Count  de  AJcnthoi  on. 

P.S.  1  bad  RsgDsd  this  Loiter,  ir, 
before  I  r^ceiv^d  yo  liS  of  the  17th. 
You  have  annexed  thereto  an  acnunt, 
by  way  of  estlaiat-,  of  an  annual 
sum  of  twenty  tliousuod  pounds  ster- 
ling, which  y^u  t^ink  necessary  for 
covering  the  expenses  of  tl^  establish- 
ment of  Long;  <<  ooti,  afler  having  made 
tvery  redi^ttion  "^Hich  yoii  concehe 
possible.  TheUiScu  oion  of  this  esti- 
mate can  in  no  way  cciicern  us.  The 
Emperor's  table  is  scarcely  furnished 
with  the  most  commo  i  necessiiries, 
all  the  provisions  n^  of  bad  quality 
and  four  ti.Ties  dearer  than  at  Paris. 
You  demand  from  the  E.nperor  the 
sum  of  twelve  thousand  pounds  ster-^- 
ling^  your  government  only  allowing 


you  eight  thousand  pounds  sterling  to 
defray  all  these  fxptMises.  I  have  al- 
ready had  the  honour  of  informing 
you  that  tho  Emperor  possesses  no 
funds,  that  for  this  year  past  he  hag 
neither  rsritten  nor  received  any  Let' 
ter,  and  that  he  is  entirely  ignoraiu  of 
all  that  is  parsing  in  Europe. 

Forcibly  transport;  d  to  (his  Rock, 
without  tije  possibility  of  writing  or 
receiving  any  letter,  he  now  finds 
hims;  If  totally  at  the  discretion  of 
the  English  Agents. 

The  Emperor  hds  always  wished 
and  s  ill  wishes  to  defray  all  his  ex- 
penses of  every  description.  This  he 
will  do  whenever  you  render  it  pos- 
sible, by  removing  the  interdiction 
by  whii'  themeichants  of  the  island 
dreprt -vented  from  transacting  busi- 
ness for  him,  ani  whenever  he  shall 
be  exempt  from  ill  inquisition  on 
your  part  or  that  of  your  agents.  As 
soGii  as  the  necessities  of  ihe  Emperor 
are  made  known  in  Europe,  those 
persons  who  feel  interested  in  his 
happiness  will  transmit  (he  funds  re- 
quisite to  pr  vid^^  for  his  support. 

Lrd  BathursVs  Letter^  which  you 
have  coiMmunieaicd  to  nje,  gif  <  s  rise 
to  strange  id-as.  Are  n»t  your  Mi- 
nister>  nware  that  the  spectacle  of  a 
great  man  struggling  with  adver*iitif  is 
the  most  sublirae  of  all  o'herSi^  are 
they  ignorant  that  Napoleon,  at  St. 
Helena,  in  tWe  midst  of  persecutions 
of  every  kind,  to  which  he  opposes 
only  the  firmness  of  resolution,  is 
greater^  more  sacred,  and  more  ve^ 
nerable  than  when  he  was  seated  on 
the  first  Throne  in  the  world,  where 
he  w  as  so  long  the  arbiter  of  Kings  ? 
Those  who  are  wanting  in  respect 
to  Napoleon,  in  his  present  situation, 
only  degrade  their  own  characters 
and  the  Nation  which  they  represent. 

(^i§»ed) 
General  Count  de  Montholon 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

The  whole  of  Volume   Thirty-one    h  now 
reprinted.  Tlie  reader  will  please  to  recollect 
that  the  latter  part  of  that  Voliirne  consists 
of  Twelve  Nnmhers  of  Cheap  Registers,  ht- 
ginning  wills  Number  Fiftem  aj)d  endinjr  with 
Niimher  Twenty-six.  The  former  part  of  thai 
Volume  is  pasted  in  snch  a  way  as  to  fit  with 
the  paging  of  Number  Fifieen;  80  thiit   this 
former  part,  togethff  wiili  tiie  twelve  nunibei  s 
before  mentioned,  make  the  Vfdurne  com 
plete.    They  may  now  he  hou'.id  up  ii-lo  a 
bonk;  and   a  pretty  little   Book  it  will   he, 
and  will  be  read,  1  hope,  by   all    the   yointg 
Hien  and  boys  in  Eriijland.     Il  will  do  them  h 
great  deal   more   pood   than    Mr».    Hann;)ii 
Moore's  *'  Village  Politics."   The  price  of  d  e 
former  part  which  is  just  now  rtj-prii.ted  will 
be  Two  .S7ii//i//^s, so  that  the  whole  Book  will 
be  Four  Shillings.  It  may  he  bound  lor  about 
SJxpeuce,  and  will  serve  a  family  for  twenty 
years.     I  verily  believe  that   f>ur  and  six- 
pence laid  out  in  this  way  would  do  a  family 
a  thousand  times  as  much  good  as  putting  tlie 
same  sura  in  cue  of  George   Rosa's  Saving 
Bawks. 

Paper  against  Gold  will  be  completed  next 
week.  This  in  another  nice  little  Book. 
Let  a  young  man  or  a  boy  once  read  that, 
and  pay  pocd  attention  to  what  he  reads; 
and  I  will  pledj^e  my  life,  that  no  paper 
money  j'lggler  ever  deceives  iiiin  as  long  as 
he  lives. — There  will  he  fifteen  numbers  of 
this  work  :  that  is  thirty  pnice.  This  work  is 
intended  for  tJie  use  of  Schools,  and  of  young 
persom  in  general.  We  s-hall  he  ready  to  re- 
ceive proposals  for  supplying  the  Lancaster's 
andBell'sSchools  upon  tJie  most  accommodat- 
iiij;  terms.  As  to  the  Universities,  and  the 
"  Schools  at  Eton  and  Winchester,  tfie  Yowths 
in  those  Seminaries  are  busily  employed  in 
m^tking  "  mmsnise  verses"  and  other  pursuits 
of  the  same  sublime  description. 

The  First  and  second  numbers  of  Cohbetf'a 
Pitrliamentary  Register  are  now  readv  for 
sale;  and  thouj^h  I  cannot  say  a<  mncb  for 
this  work  as  for  the  twotornnr,!  will  never- 
theless venture  to  say  that  it  is  a  veiy  tair 
and  honest  compendium,  and  being  ar< cin- 
panied  by  the  two  others,  is,  at  any  ra»e,  nut 
calculated  to  do  any  mischief. — Price  Tico 
pence  each  number. 


TO    THE 

PAPER-MONEY  MEN. 

The  great  caiiss  of  the  Nation^  s  suffer- 
ings  — Hozts  this  cause  has:  violated 
cor.tr acts.  What  is  the  meaning  of 
national  faith. — What  Justice  no7» 
demands  at  the  hands  of  the  Go- 
vernment. — What  will  be  the  end 
of  all  this  f 

Bolley,  mh  March,  1817. 
Paper-Monf.y  Men, 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
has  lately  said,  that  the  Funds  rosa  in- 
consequence  of  the  Suspensio?i  of  the  . 
Habeas  Corpus  Jet;  and  the  late 
Lord  Chatham  said,  more  than  forty 
years  ago,  that  th"  spirits  of  the  Fund- 
holders  and  Money  Dealers  always 
rose  in  the  same  jjroportion  as  the 
liberty  of  their  country  fell.  More 
than  thirteen  years  ago,  I  said,  that, 
unless  a  stop  was  put  to  the  Funding 
System,  this  country  must  become  a 
den  of  slaves ;  for,  that  it  would,  in 
process  of  time,  become  impossibb  to 
carry  on  the  System,  with  a  great  and 
permanent  military  force,  and  without 
putting  an  end  to  every  fragment  of 
the  people's  freedom. 

This  consequence  was  unavoidable. 
To  collect  taxes  to  pay  the  interest  of 
such  an  enormous  debt  must  necessa- 
rily produce  inexpressible  mi'-ery. 
O'ltof  this  misery  must  necessarily 
arise  great  discontent  in  the  most  nu- 
merous classes  o'  the  people.  Out  of 
this  discontent  would  fucessarily,  in 
the   natural   course   of  things,    arise 
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tiiinults  and  acts  of  violence.  Such 
did  Hot  arise,  becau^^e  hope  was  che- 
rished in  the  breasfs  of  the  people  b) 
those  "  evil  minded'*  men,  the  Leaders 
of  (he  Reformers,  But,  unless  a  Re- 
form took  place,  it  uas  clear,  that 
something  in  the  way  o( coercion  would 
be  adopted.  To  be  prepared  for  this 
coercion  afi  armtf  was  necessary. 
Thus  the  whole  of  the  intolerable 
burden  arises  from  the  Funding  Sys- 
tem ;  and  the  loss  of  all,  even  the  very 
last  of  our  liberties,  is  ascribable  to 
the  same  all-destroying  cause. 

Lord  Harrowby,  at  the  opening 
of  the  session,  said,  that  this  system 
had  saved  the  country.  Saved  it! 
What!  Is  it  saved^  then?  With  a 
press  under  the  superintendance  of 
the  Magistrates ;  with  a  new  treason 
bill  revived  ;  with  the  Habeas  Corpus 
Act  suspended  in  time  of  profound 
peace;  with  millions  in  a  state  of 
starvation ;  with  a  ruined  commerce, 
manufactures,  and  agriculture  !  With 
all  these  notoriously  existing,  can  the 
country/  be  said  to  be  saved  ?  The 
Sinecures  have,  indeed,  been  saved ; 
the  Pensions  and  Grants  have  been 
saved ;  and  the  Boroughs  have  been 
saved;  St.  Mawe's,  St.  Michel's,  Old 
Sarum,  Gatton,  have  been  saved:  but, 
to  such  a  degree  have  the  nation  been 
ruined,  that  one  half  of  the  people, 
in  many  places,  have  become  paupers, 
and  we  read  in  the  public  papers,  that 
a  Deputation  is  coming  from  the  opu- 
lent town  of  Birmingham  to  inform 
the  Ministers,  that  rates  can  no  longer 
be  raised  to  feed  the  poor^  and  that 
the  town  prays  for  assistance!  And, 
yet,  says  Lord  Harrowbt,  the  paper- 
money  system  has  saved  the  country. 
His  Loiclship's  notions  about  country  \ 
are  very  differdnt  from  mine. 


If,  indeed,  i\{Q peace  had  brought 
what  the  Pittites  promised  us  that  it 
should  bring ;  if  it  had  brought  us 
only  the  same  degree  of  prosperity 
that  existed  before  the  war ;  if  the 
peace  had  brought  a  peaceable  go- 
vernment, and  the  usual  blessings  of 
peace,  then,  iiideed,  it  might  have 
been  said  with  some  colour  of  reason, 
that  the  nation  had  been  saved  by  the 
paper-money,  seeing  that  it  was  that 
paper-money,  which  enabled  the  go- 
vernment  to  carry  on  the  war.     But, 

I  as  the  thing  now  stands,  what  could 
have  happened  worse  from  not  going 
to  war  ?  It  is  now  very  clear  io  me, 
as  it  was  to  Sir  Francis  Burdett  and 
many  other  persons  at  the  outset,  that 
peace  might  have  been  preserved,  with 
all  possible  advantage  to  this  country. 
But,  at  any  rate,  what  worse  could 
have  taken  place  than  has  now  taken 
place  ?  What  could  remaining  at 
peace  have  produced  worse  than  what 
has  been  produced  by  the  paper-money 
war  ?  Could  remaining  at  peace  have 
done  any  thing  zeorse  than  destroy  all 
our  liberties  and  make  us  a  nation  of 
wretched,  ruined  people  ?  No  civi- 
lized nation  was  ever  in  so  miterable 
a  state  as  this  nation  now  is.  Tiiis  is 
notorious.  This  is  denied  by  nobody. 
Only  read  a  paper  in  this  Number  re- 
lative to  the  Watchmakers^  and  an- 
other relative  to  the  diseases  of  the 
poor.  Only  read  the  petitions  to 
parliament  relative  to  the  poor- 
raies.  And,  then  fay  whether  na- 
tioB  was  ever  before  in  a  state  of 
such  complete  misery.  And,  in  these 
pictures  of  wretchedness,  we  have  a 
view  of  only  a  part  of  the  suffering, 
and  by  no  means  of  the  most  afflicting 
part.     It  is  the  anxiety,  the  heart-ach- 
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fathers  and  mothers  in  the  middle  clas- 
ses of  life,  whose  days  have  been 
divided  between  tlie  caresses  of  their 
childicii  and  their  own  incessant  in- 
dustry to  provide  for  their  support 
and  rrspt'clahillty.  Let  Lord  Har- 
RowBY  look  at  a  father  and  njotlier  of 
this  description,  when  the  former,  after 
all  his  struii^Ies  to  overcome  his  reluc- 
tance,  has  just  communicated  to  the 
latter  the  fatal  intelligence  of  his  ruin- 
Let  him  behold  the  dealh-like  gloom 
on  their  countenances.  L^t  him  hear 
their  sighs,  when  their  ehildren,  with 
inquisitive  tenderness,  ask  the  cause  of 
that  gloom.  Let  him,  if  he  be  capa- 
ble, bring  his  mind  to  the  contempla- 
tion of  a  scene  like  this.  Letbimie- 
refiec t,  that  such  scenes  are  now  to  be 
baheld  in  a  great  proportion  of  the 
farmers'  and  tradesmen's  houses  in  the 
kingdom  ;  and  then  let  him  say  again, 
that  the  country  has  been  saved  by 
that  paper  money  system,  which  has 
produced  all  these  dreadful  effects. 

'J'he  talk  about  national  faith^  as 
applied  to  the  funds,  is  the  most  fool- 
ish that  ever  was  heard.  Wkat !  can 
national  faith  demand  the  payment  of 
double  zi'hat  zvas  borrowed?  It  is  the 
same  sum  in  name  indeed;  but,  as  I 
have  a  hundred  times  proved,  it  is 
double  the  sum  in  reality.  And,  this_ 
is  the  real  breach  of  faith ;  and  this 
breach  of  faith  has  been  occasioned, 
not  bij  the  nation^  but  hy  you,  the 
Men  of  Paper-Money,  who  solicited 
and  obtained  from  Pitt  a  protection 
against  tke  law  of  the  land  ;  wIm) 
thereupon  issued  immense  quantities 
of  the  Paper-Money  ;  who  thus  de- 
based the  currency  ;  and,  when  you 
ad  lent  this  debased  currency  to  the 
nation,  then  at  ^""fiir  own  arbitrary 
wdl,  raised  the  value  of  the  currency 


by  diminishing  its  quantity,  and  now 
demand  your  payment  in  this  raised 
currency,  and  by  this  demand  the  peo- 
ple are  crushed  to  death.  Who,  (hen, 
has  broken  the  contract  ?  Who  has 
been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  faith  ?  The 
breach  of  faith  now  exists  :  it  is  de- 
stroying the  nation  :  it  lias  been  com- 
mitted by  you  :  justice  demands  that 
you  make  good  the  loss  of  the  nation  : 
and  make  it  good  you  must,  or  this 
nation  will  be  wholly  ruined  and  its 
power  destroyed. 

To  alter  the  value  of  the  currency 
jof  a  country  has  always  been  held  to 
be  a  most  wicked  as  well  as  a  most  fa- 
tal measure.  Very  bad  kings,  before 
Paper-Money  Men  were  heard  of, 
used,  sometimes,  to  play  such  tricks 
with  the  coin  ;  but,  it  never  was  done, 
in  any  reign,  or  in  any  country,  with- 
out exciting  great  discontent  and  pro- 
ducing infinite  mischief.  The  follow- 
ing document  of  pretty  ancient  date, 
will  show  what  were  the  opinions  of 
our  ancestors  upon  this  most  impor- 
tant subject.  It  is  very  interesting, 
and  well  worthy  of  public  attention. 
It  is  part  of  a  Speech  of  Sik  Robert 
Cotton,  made  to  the  Privy  Council  In 
the  reign  of  Charles  II. 

A  SPEECH. 

TOUCUING    THE    ALTERATION    OF 
COYNE. 

"  My  Lords, 
"  Since  it  hath  pleaded  this  Honour- 
able Table  to  command,  amongst 
others,  my  poor  opinion  concerning 
this  weighty  Proposition  of  Money, 
I  most  humbly  crave  pardon;  if  with 
that  IVeedonie  that  becomes  my  dutie 
to  my  go»d  and  gracious  Master,  and 
my  obedience  to  your  great  coBanjaod, 

I  deliver  it  so  up. 

JY2 
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''  T  cannot  (my  good  Lords)  but  as- 
suredly conceive,  that  (his  intended 
Project  of  cnhauncins  the  Coyne,  will 
trench  both  into  iha  Honour,  the 
Justice,  and  the  Profit  of  my  Royall 
Master  very  farre. 

"  Ail  Estates  do  stand  Magis  Fama 
quain  Vi^  as  Tacitus  saith  of  Rome  : 
and  Wealth  in  every  Kingdome  is  one 
of  the  Essenttall  marks  of  their  Great- 
nesse  :  and  that  is  best  expressed  in 
the  Measure  and  Puritie  of  their  Mo- 
neies.  Hence  was  it,  that  so  long  as 
the  Rofiiane  Empire  (a  Pattern  of  best 
Goverment,)  held  up  tlii^ir  Glory 
and  Greatncsse,  (hey  ever  maintained, 
with  little  or  no  charge,  the  Stand- 
ard of  their  coine.  But  after  the  loose 
times  o{  Commodas  had  led  in  Need  by 
Excesse,  and  so  that  shift  of  changing 
the  Standard,  the  Majesty  of  that  Em- 
pire fell  by  degrees.  And  as  Vopiscus 
faith,  the  steps  by  which  that  State 
descended  were  visibly  known  most 
by  the  gradual  alteration  of  their  Coine. 
And  their  is  no  surer  symptorae  of  a 
Consumption  in  State  then  theCorrup- 
tion  in  money 

^'  What  renown  is  left  to  the  Poste- 
rity of  Edzsard  the  first  in  amending  the 
Standard  both  in  purity  and  weight 
from  that  of  the  elder  and  more  bar- 
barous times,  must  stick  as  a  blemish 
upon  Princes  that  do  the  contrary. 
Thus  we  see  \i  was  with  Ilenrij  thesixt, 
who  after  he  had  begun  with  abating  the 
measure,  he  after  fell  to  abating  the 
matter;  and  granted  commissions  to 
Missenden  and  others  to  practise  Alche- 
my to  serve  his  Mint,  The  extremity  of 
the  state  in  general,  felt  this  aggriev- 
ance  besides  the  dishonour  it  laid  upon 
the  person  of  the  King,  was  not  the 
least  advantage  his  disloyal  Kinsman 
teok    to    ingrace    himself    into    the 


People's    favour    to    his    Sovereign's 
ruin. 

^'  When  Hennj  the  8. 1  ad  gained  as 
much  of  p<nver  and  ^l<M'y  nbrnad,  of 
Love  and  Obedience  at  '  orne,  as  ever 
any  ;  he*  sufTevad  sLipwrack  of  all 
!ipon  this  Rock. 

"  When  hi«  Daughter  Q'icen  FAizci' 
beih  came  to  the  Crown,  she  v. as  hnp- 
py  in  Cour\ccl  to  a»nend  th;!t  Error  of 
her  Father  :  For,  in  a  Memorial  of 
the  Lord  Treasurer  I3iirfeigh\s  hand, 
I  find  that  he  and  Sir  Thomas'  Smith 
(a  grave  and  learned  man)  advising  the 
Queen  that  it  was  the  honour  of  her 
Crown,  and  the  true  wealth  of  her 
Self  and  People,  to  reduce  the  Stan- 
dard to  the  antient  parity  and  purity 
of  her  great  Grand-Father  King 
Edicard  4,  and  that  it  was  not  the 
short  ends  of  Wit,  nor  starting  holes 
of  devises  that.can  sustain  the  expence 
of  a  Monarchy:  but  sound  and  solid 
courses:  for  so  arc  the  words.  She 
followed  their  advice,  and  began  to  re- 
duce the  Monies  to  their  elder  good- 
ness stiling  that  work  in  her  first  Pro- 
clamation Anno  3.  A  famous  Act. 
The  next  year  following,  having  per- 
fected it  as  it  after  stood  ;  she  tells  her 
people  by  another  Edicf^  that  she  had 
conquered  now  that  Monster  that  had 
so  long  devoured  them,  meaning  the 
Variation  of  the  Standard:  And  so 
long  as  that  sad  Adviser  lived  she 
never  (Ihough  often  by  Projectors  im- 
portuned) could  be  drawn  to  any  shift 
or  change  in  the  Rate  of  her  monies. 

^'To  avoid  the  trick  of  Permutation^ 
CoTjnc  was  devised,  as  a  Rate  and  mea- 
sure of  Merchandize  and  Manufac- 
tures ;  which  if  mutable,  no  man  can 
tell  either  what  he  hath  or  what  he 
oweth,  no  contract  can  be  certain  J 
and  so  all  commerce;    both    publique. 
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and  private,  dcstroied  ;  and  men  agalu 
euforced  to  permutation  v^ith  things 
not  subject  to  wit  or  fraud. 

*'The  regulating  of  Coin  hatii  been 
left  to  the  care  of  Princes,  who  are 
presumed  to  be  ever  the  Fathers  of 
the  Common  -  Wealth.  Upon  their 
honours  they  are  Deblors  and  War- 
ranties of  Justice  to  the  Subject  in 
that  behalfe.  They  cannot,  saiih 
Boclen^  alter  the  price  of  the  mo- 
nies, to  the  prejudice  of  the  Subjects 
without  incurring  the  reproach  ot 
Faux  MonnoijeurH.  And  therefore  the 
Stories  terme  Philip  le  Bull.)  for  using 
it,  Fabifn;utenr  de  Moneia.  Otnnino 
Moneice  inte^rifas  debet  quceri  ubi 
vuUus  nosier  imprimiiur^  saith  Theo- 
doret  the  Gothe  to  his  Mint-Master^ 
Quidnam  erit  tutum  si  in  nostra  pec- 
cetarKffipe?  Princes  must  not  suffer 
their  faces  to  warrant  falshood. 

''  Although  I  am  not  of  opinion  with 
Mirros  des  Justices,  the  antient  book 
of  our  Common  Law,  that  Le  Roij  ne 
poit  sa  Mony  Ewpeirer  Jie  amender 
sans  Vassent  de  touts  ses  Counts^  which 
was  the  greatest  Councel  of  the  King- 
dome  ;  yet  can  I  not  passe  over  the 
goodnesse  and  Grace  of  money  of 
our  Kings :  (As  Edzi^ard  the  1.  and  the 
3.  Ilenrfjthc  4.  and  the  5.  with  others, 
who,  out  of  that  Rule  of  this  Justice, 
Quod  ad  omnes  spectat^  ab  omnibus 
debet  approbari,  have  often  advised 
with  the  People  in  Parliament,  both 
for  the  Allay,  Weight,  Numbor  of 
peeces,  cut  of  Coynage  and  excliange  ;) 
and  must  with  intinile  comfort  acknow- 
le  Ige,  the  care  and  Justice  now  of  my 
Good  Master,  and  your  Lordships 
Wisedomes  ;  that  would  not  upon  in- 
formation of  some  few  Officers  of  the 
Mint,  before  a  free  and  careful  debate; 
put  in  execution  of  this  Project  that  I 


much  (under  your  Honours  Favour) 
suspect,  would  have  taken  away  the 
Tenth  part  of  every  man's  due  debt  or 
Rent  already  reserved  throughout  the 
Kealme,  not  sparing  the  King  ;  which 
would  have  been  little  lesse  then  a 
Species  of  that  which  the  Romane  Sto- 
ries  call  TabuUe  novas,  from  whence 
very  ofte  n  seditions  have  sprung  :  As 
that  of  Marcus  Gratidianus  in  LiviCy 
who  pretending  in  his  Consulship,  that 
the  Currant  money  was  vvasied  by 
use,  called  it  in,  and  altered  the  Stand- 
ard ;  which  grew  so  heavy  and  grievous 
to  the  people,  as  the  Author  saith,  be- 
cause no  man  thereby  knew  certainly 
his  Wealth,  that,  it  caused  a  tumult. 

'^  In  this  last  part,  which  is,  the  Dis- 
proftt  this  enfeebling  the  coine  will 
bring  both  to  his  Majnstie  and  the 
Common  Wealth,  1  must  distinguiih 
the  Monies  of  Gold  and  Silver,  as  they 
are  Bullion  or  Commodities,  and  a, 
they  are  measure:  The  one,  the  Ex- 
trinsick  quality,  which  is  at  the  King's 
pleasure,  as  all  other  mrasiues ;  to 
name;  The  other  the  Intrinsick  quaiUi- 
iy  of  pure  matali,  which  is  in  the  Mer. 
chant  lo  value.  As  there  th  ^  measure 
shall  ba  either  lesr:ened  or  iniar^red,  so 
is  thequaniity  of  the  Commodiiy  that 
is  to  be  exchanged.  If  then  the  King 
shall  cut  his  shilling  or  pound  nomi- 
nall  lesse  than  it  was  before,  a  lesse 
proportion  of  such  Commoditie  as 
shall  be  exchanged  for  it  must  be  re- 
ceived. It  must  then  of  force  follow, 
that  all  things  of  Necessity,  as  Vic- 
tuall.  Apparell,  and  the  rest,  as  well 
as  those  of  Pleasure,  must  be  in- 
haunced.  If  then  all  men  shall  re- 
ceive, in  their  shillings  and  pounds,  a 
lesse  proportion  of  Silver  and  Gold 
then  they  did  before  this  projected 
Alteration,  and  pay  for  what  they  buy 
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a  rate  iuhauneed.  It  must  cast  upon  all 
a  double  losse." 

Thus,  then,  my  notions  up©n  t^i? 
subject  are  by  no  means  nnvt^l^  though 
they  have  been  so  lou<11y  reprobates! 
by  the  clans  of  'Change  Alley.  Her 
this  learned  man,  and  faithful  and 
honest  counsellor  of  his  king,  shows 
how  nations  have  been  ruined  and 
oppressed  by  arbitrary  changes  in  the 
Talue  of  money  ;  and  all  that  is  here 
said  of  coin,  is  equally  applicable 
to  prjper.  My  good  Paper-money 
Men,  you  will  perceive,  that  the 
breach  ofjaiih  is  here  ascribed  to  hm 
who  changes  the  value  of  the  money  : 
and,  have  not  you  been  guilty  df  this 
breach  of  faith  ?  It  was  not  the  na- 
tion, it  was  not  those  who  borrowed^ 
who  changed  the  value  of  the  money. 
It  was  you  ;  and,  you  see,  that  one  of 
these  old  lawyers  would  have  called 
you  clippers  and  counterfeiters.  "  No 
^'  contract  can  be  ccrtaln^^'  says  this 
great  man,  if  the  value  of  the  money 
can  be  changed  ;  and  I  am  clearly  of 
his  opinion,  that  all  contracts,  af- 
fected in  this  way,  are,  in  fact, 
broken  by  a  force,  with  regard  to 
which  the  parties  contracting  have  no 
controul. 

•  Is  the  t'.ation,  then,  bound,  is  any 
individual  bound  to  adhere  to  the 
letter  of  a  contract,  whi^h  has  thus 
been  broken  by  a  force  not  io  be  re- 
sisted  ?  Good  faith  requires,  that 
the  interest  of  the  Debt  should  in- 
stantly be  lowered  one  haljm  amount ; 
and  yet  we  constantly  hear  it  said, 
that  to  lower  it  at  all  would  be  a 
breach  offwih  /  Sir  Robit.ut  Cotton 
had  ^!^yy  different  notions  upon  this 
subject.  He  regarded  it  as  a  crime  in 
any  man,  cr  any  body  of  men,  even 
*<v    '  'Ik  of  a  change  in  the  value  oj 


the  currency  ;  and,  in  speaking  of  the 
punishment  due  to  this  crime,  he  seems 
(0  have  c«5/  his  eiyeforzioardl  It  m.ay 
possibly  be  useful  to  you  to  hear  what 
he  says  upon  this  very  ticklish  part  of 
the  subject.  "  And  His  Majesty 
'-^  shall  lose  apparently  by  this  alte- 
"  ration  of  monies  a  14th  in  all  the 
^^  silver,  and  a  25th  part  in  all  the 
*'  gold  he  shall  receive  :  so  shall  the 
''  Nobility,  Gentry,  and  all  others, 
"  in  all  their  former  settled  rcnf^:^  an- 
^'  nuiiies,  pensions^  and  loa/iv  oJ  mo' 
'^  ney.  The  like  will  fall  upon  La- 
'•'  bourers  and  workmen  in  their^/<?«r^ 
'' ranges :  and,  as  their  receipts  are 
'lessened  thereby;  so  are  their 
'^  issues  increased,  either  by  raising 
'^  all  prices,  or  disfurnishing  the  mar- 
"'  kct,  which  must  necessarily  follow. 
"  For,  if,  in  the  fifth  year  of  Edward 
'*  tiie  Sixth,  the  third  of  Mary,  and 
^'  fourth  of  Elizabeth,  it  appeareth 
'^  by  the  Proclamations,  that  a  ru- 
•'  mour  only  caused  these  effects, 
'^  punishing  the  author  of  these  reports; 
*•  with  imprisonment  and  pillory  ;  it 
''  cannot  be  doubted  but  theprojeciing 
'•'  a  change  must  be  of  farre  more  cow 
"  seq'-tence  and  danger  to  the  !-tate^ 
''  and  would  be  wished  that  the  Ac 
"  tors  and  authors  cf  all  such  DiS- 
''  TURBANCES  in  the  Comroon- 
•'  wealth,  at  ALL  TIMES  HERE- 
"'  AFTER,  might  undergo  a  punish- 
^''  ment  proportionable.'''' 

Thus,  then^  my  good  Paper-Money 
Fellows,  we  turn  the  Table  upon 
you  I  Yotiy  it  is,  who  have  made  all 
the  "  disturbances  in  the  Common- 
wealth." You  are  the  evil-minded 
and  designing  men.  You  are  the  se- 
ducers. You,  it  is,  who  have  been 
working  to  produce  an  utter  "  sub' 
version  of  the  laxs^  and  constituihn^^ 
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of  the  country.  But,  faith  !  it  is  not 
a  rumour  that  you  have  set  forth  ;  it 
is  not  the  projecting  of  a  change  of 
which  you  have  been  guilty  :  it  is  the 
making  of  the  change  itself  and  that, 
too,  both  forward  and  backward, 
which  you  have  been  guilty  of.  What, 
then,  ought,  according  to  this  learned 
man,  he  your  punishment  ?  If  merely 
spreading  a  rumour  of  such  a  change 
being  intended,  merited  imprisonment 
and  pillory  ;  and  if  the  projecting  of 
such  a  chajige  merited  a  far  greater 
punishment  than  prison  and  pillory ; 
what  ought  to  be  the  punishment  of 
those  who  have  actually  made  such 
change^  and  that,  too,  as  I  have  before 
proved,  over  and  over  again,  to  their 
own  benefit  ?  Come,  now !  say  your- 
selves what  punishment  such  men  de- 
serve. You  are  a  pretty  sort  of 
people  to  combine  and  issue  out  De- 
durations  against  those  who  are  suf- 
fering the  pangs  of  ruin  and  hunger 
from  your  changes  of  the  currency, 
while  you  are  viallowLng  in  wealth, 
and  lending  to  the  Bourbons  the  fruit 
of  the  land  and  the  labour  of  Eng- 
laHU  !  You  are  a  pretty  sort  of  people 
to  talk  of  your  loyalty  to  your  Kiiig 
and  your  anxiety  for  the  peace  of 
your  Countf}^ !  You,  who  have  pro- 
duced the  slavery,  the  distress,  the 
misery,  the  abject  and  disgraceful 
condition  of  a  people  once  so  free  and 
so  happy. 

And,  do  you  think,  you  are  to 
carry  things  thus  for  ever?  Do  you 
think  that  you  are  to  continue  to 
convey  the  earoings  of  the  people  of 
theae  unhappy  islands  over  to  the 
Continent,  there  to  fructify  the  soil, 
and  to  give  vvealth  and  strength  to 
those  who  hate  and  will  seek  to 
destroy  us?     Do  you  thiuk,  that  you 


are  always  to  be  gay,  and  to  chuckle 
with  delight  at  the  suspension  of  the 
Habeas  Corpus  Act?  Do  you  think, 
that  the  misery  and  slavery  of  the 
nation  are  always  to  be  with  you  sub- 
jects of  sport?  Do  you  think,  that 
your  tauntings  and  revilings  of  the 
Parliamentary  Reformers  are  never 
to  recoil  upon  yourselves? 

I  would  advise  you  to  be  more  mo- 
derate in  yonr  joy  at  the  suspension 
of  the  people's  liberties,  and  their  (to 
you)  apparently  everlasting  subju- 
gation. For,  take  my  word  for  it, 
that  this  state  of  things  will  not  last 
for  ever;  no,  nor  for  two  years. 
Your  props  are  at  their  wit's  end. 
They  have  two  things  to  look  to, 
money ^  and  the  means  of  getting  it„ 
All  that  you  look  to  is  the  money. 
But  they  must  consider  a  little  about 
the  means  ;  and  they  will  soon  dis- 
cover, that,  though  a  suspension  of 
the  Habeas  Corpus  Act  has  raised  the 
funds^  it  will  not  assist  in  raising 
taxes. 

Your  case  is  plain.  Every  body 
understands  it.  Every  body  wishes 
to  see  the  principles  of  Sir  Robert 
Cotton  acted  upon.  But,  here  is  the 
true  history  of  your  being  supported 
so  long.  The  Borough  Gentlemen, 
(hose  worthy,  those  loyal  and  public- 
spirited  souis,  would  demolish  you 
right  quickly;  hut,  then!  What  tJwn ! 
Why,  the  springing  of  the  mine  under 
this  main  bastion  of  corruption,  would 
make  a  breach  through  which  the 
Reformers  would  enter  !  This  is  the 
true  history  of  the  thing.  You  are 
as  necessary  to  the  Seat-owners  as  the 
Seat-owners  are  to  you.  You  hate 
one  another  most  cordially.  They 
hate  you,  because  you  are  keeping 
them  poor  i  because  their  lasdi  ar« 
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upon  tick  fa  you  ;  because  you  stick 
yourselves  up   along   side   of    them, 
out-do  them  in  expense,  thrust  your 
noses  in  their  face,  and^  likd  the  bai- 
liffs in  thi*  play  of  the  '■*  Good-natured 
Man^'"  humble   flu'iu   in    the  eyes   O) 
•cfich    ether,    by   your    freedom    and 
familiarity,  which,  wtTc  it  not  for  the 
lengtk  of  your    pursts,   would  earn 
you  a  beating  from  the  hands  of  their 
groom.     For  these  reasons,  they  haie 
you  ;  and  you  hate  theai,  because  they 
have  titles,  aad  particnlarly/tfm?'/?/  pre 
tensions,  which  the  possession  of  milii- 
cris  of  ^*  Consols^'  (what  a  word !)  will 
never  give  you.    You  do  get,  and  have 
already   got,  a  good    many  of  their 
manors  and  mansions  and  parks  ;  but, 
you  cannot  get  the  famili/  names  of  the 
owners,   and  the  family  pretensions. 
Your  wives  and  daui^hters  may  twist 
up  their  mouths  and  talk  about  ''  the 
^^  peasantry  and  the  population,'*''  in 
speaking  of  the  people  ;  they  may  put 
on  all  the  airs  of  the  Gentry,  and,  if 
they  do  not  find  an  old  Gothio  Man- 
sif^n  to  their  handsj   they  may  make 
you  build  one  out  of  the  gains  of  your 
Scrip  ;  but,  still,  they  know,  that  the 
old  gentry  soon  smoke  you.     Country 
people  are  very  inquisitive.     You  may 
have  a  thousand  fine  things  about  you  ; 
your  wives   may  dress  as  fine  as   the 
cream  coloured  horses  :  but,  the   old 
gentry  will  trace  you  back  to  Mincing- 
lane   in    a  twinkling.     This  they  do  ; 
and,   in   revenge  f<»r  your  display  of 
"wirjes  and  pl^te  ami  fineries,  they  now 
and  then,  as  it  wur*^  by  -icciflent,  kind- 
]y  invite   you   io  talk   a   iiiile  about 
your  fathers  and   mothers.     For  this 
you  hate  them  and  all  the  Borougij- 
2QongerIng  tribe. 

Still  you  pu!i  together,  because  your 
Ufiioa  of  effort  is  joecessary  to  pre- 


vent Reform.  Part,  however,  you 
must,  in  the  course  of  a  very  few  years, 
or  you  will  be  a  mutual  destruction  as 
you  have  been  a  mutual  support ;  and, 
when  that  parting  comes,  then  comes 
happiness  to  the  country. 

For  the  reasons  before  mentioned, 
it  is  not  to  be  expected,  that  the  par- 
liament will  do  any  thing,  in  the  way 
of  reduction  of  interest,  'till  the  last 
moment,      Birt,    there   are   so  many 
projects  on   foot ;  so   many    nostrum 
mongers  are  at  work  ;  there  is  such  a 
shiiiing  of  plans  and  grounds,  that  the 
thing    cannot    possibly   go  on    long. 
Besides,  the  mischief  is  so  busily  and 
so  powerfully  at  work  in  all  the  walks 
of  life.     The  poison   is  so  active,  and 
is  of  so  deadly  a  nature,  that  a  cure, 
or  deatli,  must  speedily  come.     And, 
that  there  is  no  cure  short  of  a  sponge, 
general  or  partial,  I  am  certain.    The 
scheme   for  getting  the  Journeymen 
and  Labourers  to  make  Saviiigs   to 
put   into   the  Funds^   and,    thus,  to 
make  them  2^\  fund-holders^  would,  if 
it  could  succeed,  only  induce  them  to 
array   themselves   against    the  land^ 
holders  and  not  leave  them  either  acre 
or  stump  of  tree  ;  but,  it  is  too  ridi. 
culous   to    talk  of,    except  as   it  is, 
amongst  many  others,  a  proof  of  the 
desperate  quackery  that  is  on  foot. 

However,  time  will  show  us  what  is 
to  be  done;  and,  for  the  present,  I 
leave  you  to  your  dear  associates  and 
and  your  agreeable  reflections. 

Wm.  Cobbett. 

P.  S.  The  following  Letter  from  a 
Medical  Man  is  well  worthy  of  atten- 
tion.— This  Number  contains  the  re- 
al ainder  of  the  Sedition  Bill^  and,  as 
this  Bill  is  now  become  a  law^  to  it 
we  must  now  look  as  the  guide  for 
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our  conduct. — la  my  next  Number,  1 
shall  endeavour  clearly  to  trace  whaf 
that  conduct  ought  to  he.  We  huT  • 
done  all  that  we  now  are  pernrsit(ed  to 
do  in  order  to  obtain  a  Reform.  Tnc 
subject  has,  by  us,  been  fairltf  ills 
cussed.  We  have,  in  no  one  instance , 
resorted  to  force,  or  to  violence  c^ 
any  sort.  And  we  have  been  an- 
swered as  a  King  of  France  onc^ 
answered  the  representalions  of  tisc 
Swiss  Cantons.  ''  Indeed,  Sirr^"  sairi 
the  French  Minister  to  his  Mnst.r. 
"  the  Swiss  Cantons  htive  truth  ahd 
''  reason  on  their  side.''  — "  flavt 
''  they  ?"  answered  the  K'nsr  of 
France,  ''Then  IMI  declare  zcar  a- 
**  gainst  (he  Swiss  Cmtons  to-morrov. 
"  morning!"  We  have  triuniphtd  in 
the  argument.,  but  there  is  no  arguing 
with  a  gag  in  one's  mouth,  or  in  a 
dungeon  without  pen,  ink,  and  paper. 
— The  insults  that  are  now  offeri'd  us 
by  the  Southeys,  the  Giffords,  th' 
Stoddarts  and  by  the  Son  of  the 
Green  lioo.vt,  put  me  in  mind  of  the 
words  of  a  bloody  man,  who  preside;! 
at  tht;  murdering  tribunal  under 
RoBFspiERRE,  Having  condemned 
without  a  hearing  and  without  evi- 
dence,  a  fenchg  master.,  to  be  guil- 
lotined :  ''^  There  V^  exclaimed  the 
bloody  and  cowardly  ruffian  ;  "  Parry 
'^  that  thrust.^  if  you  can,  Mr.  fencing: 
''  master!''  So  the  Southeys  and 
the  Giffords  exclaim,  holding  up  the 


will  insert  this  letter  in  your  Register, 
f  v  ew,  like  }  ourstlf,  the  state  of  this 
Uijhappy  country  with  the  greatest 
al  irm  ;  but,  Sir,  I  foresee  evils  that 
th'  generality  of  people  are  little 
aware  of,  and  which  you  have  even 
overlooked.  The  evils  1  allude  to  are 
far  more  alarming  than  any  deficiency 
in  i\\(?,  atTiount  cf  the  Taxes,  or  than 
he  fooli!^h  schemes  of  the  Spenceans  ; 
and  their  importance  is  such,  that 
thire  is  not  a  man  in  (he  country  wh© 
:s  i!ot  interested  on  the  subject. 

As  a  medical  man,  then,  1  would  ad- 
dress my  countrymen  on  this  awful  oc- 
c'lsion.  i  have,  Sir,  paid  great  attention 
to  the  subject  of  contagious  diseases, 
and  have  read  and  sought  f»r.  al!  the 
information  i  could  get  on  this  subject. 
it  is  a  fact,  and  a  well-known  medical 
fact,  too,  that,  nothing  renders  the 
human  body  so  liable  to  disease,  par- 
ticularly to  contagious  diseases,  av 
poverty  and  vv retched aess.  Now,  Sir, 
it  is  notorious  that  there  are  thousands 
of  our  countrymen  jn  a  state  of  starva- 
tion, and  living  in  places  not  fit  to 
keep  a  dog  in.  It  is  only  last  week 
th.at  I  attended  a  starving  family,  af- 
fected with  the  putrid  sore  throat ;  they 
were  living  in  a  miserable  celbr,  with 
five  pains  of  glass  broken  in  (he  win- 
dow, the  floor  was  half  covered  with 
water,  and  they  had  no  fire,  'o.'A  only 
one  bed  for  six  of  them,  of  which  the 
family  then  consisted;  the  father  was 
lying  ill  of  a  putrid  fever,  in  the  K'v-g's 
Bencli  Prison,  it  was  with  diflTiculty 
1  could  restrain  my  tears  at  this  accu- 
mulation of  misery.  1  find  it  is  be- 
come a  common  practice,  now,  for 
She  poor  to  sleep  tix  in  a  bed ; 
and  this  they  are  enabled   to  do  by 


TT  u       n^  c  •        A    1  i.  Jy»i»S  three   m   the   common   mauner. 

Habeas  Corpus  Suspension  Act  to  our     -'^  j^,,         ,        ,,  ..u   ^i    •     /.    ! 

..     '  '    ^  and  (he  other  three   with  their   feet 


faces :    "  There.,    Reformers,   answer 
"  that  if  you  can  !" 

Diseases  of  Poverty. 

London,  16th  March  1817. 
Sir,— -From  the  wide  circulation  of 
your  publication,  and  from  ydur  well 
known  patriotismj  I  trust  that  you 


up  to  the  others'  heads,  and  their 
heads  at  the  bottom  of  the  bed.  To 
what  a  state  of  wretchedness  and  po- 
verty is  this  country  reduced  to  !  I 
could  give  hundreds  of  instances  ot 
pov(  rty  equal  to  the  above.  It  is  only 
a  month  or  two  since,  that  a  whole 
family  was  on  the  point  of  death  from 
starvation  ;  and  had  it  not  been  that 
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an  acquaintance  happened  to  call, 
they  would  have  perished.  One  youth, 
a  lad  of  17  or  18,  the  eldest  boy,  was 
dead,  and  that  for  want  of  food,  too  ; 
the  other  son,  a  boy  of  15,  was  out, 
endeavouring  to  pawn  his  jacket  for 
three-pence.  The  person  who  called 
on  them  was  so  much  affected  at  the 
horrid  scene,  that  she  fainted.  The 
family  consisted,  before  the  death  of 
the  eldest  son,  of  two  boys,  a  mother, 
and  daughter.  Food  was  procured 
for  them,  and  their  manner  of  eating 
it  was  more  like  that  of  carniverous 
animals  than  human  beings,  lo  such  a 
state  of  hunger  were  they  reduced. 
Now,  Sir,  you  may  depend  upon  it  that 
this  state  of  horrid  wretchedness  can- 
not exist  long,  without  producing  dis- 
eases of  the  most  alarming  and  con- 
tagious nature.  It  always  has  been 
the  case,  and  it  always  will  be.  So 
well  is  it  known  that  the  poor  are 
more  liable  to  contagious  diseases  than 
the  rich,  that,  in  Italy  and  France,  it 
was  the  practice,  in  any  large  town, 
to  drive  out  all  the  poor  immediately, 
if  any  contagious  disease  made  its 
appearance. 

The  fact  is,  that  the  poison  of  con- 
tagious fevers  may  be  generated 
amongst  the  poor,  from  debility  and 
want  of  cleanliness,  and  this  has  been 
proved  decidedly  to  be  the  case  in 
many  instances.  In  1779,  the  inha- 
bitants of  Carlisle  were  affected  with 
a  fever  of  the  putrid  kind.  Dr.  Hey- 
sham  of  that  City,  with  great  indus- 
try, traced  its  origin  to  a  house  near 
one  of  the  gates,  which  was  tenanted 
by  five  or  six  wretched  families ;  these 
unhappy  creatures  had  blocked  up 
every  avenue  of  light  with  which  even 
wretchedness  could  dispose,  to  lessen 
the  burden  of  the  window  tax,  and 
thus  contaminated  the  air  of  their  cells 
to  such  a  degree  as  to  produce  the 
poison  of  fever  among  them.  Thus 
will  it  shortly  be  in  this  great  town, 
if  measures  are  not  taken  to  prevent 
it.  That  such  a  circumstance  has  not 
yet  taken  place  is  no  argument  that  it 
may  not.  To  what  extent  the  evil 
may  go,  God  only  knows;  but  that 


if  it  once  breaks  out,  and  I  firmly  be- 
lieve it  will,  the  progress  will  be  rapid 
beyond  parallel,  and  fatal  in  propor- 
tion to  the  misery  of  the  people.  The 
safety  of  the  higher  orders  is  now 
closely  connected  with  the  welfare  of 
the  poor,  and  a  minute  and  constant 
attention  to  their  wants  is  not  less  an 
act  of  self-preservation  than  of  virtue. 

Now  as  to  the  measures  that  ought 
to  be  adopted.  In  the  first  place  it  is 
v«ry  evident  that  if  the  people  continue 
to  be  taxed  as  they  now  are,  that  hun- 
dreds will  daily  be  sinking  into  the 
state  of  misery  above  described.  The 
fact  is,  that  the  weight  of  taxation  is 
fast  destroying  the  health  and  happi- 
ness of  thousands,  and  that  if  imme- 
diate relief  be  not  given,  some  dread- 
ful calamity  will  be  the  result  of  the 
present  system.  The  only  way,  then, 
to  prevent  the  evil  from  extending,  is  to 
reduce  the  taxes  ;  the  next  object  is  to 
give  relief,  if  possible,  to  those  who  are 
in  a  starving  condition,  and  dying  for 
those  comforts  without  which  life  can- 
not be  long  prolonged.  From  private 
charity  I  fear  little  can  be  expected. 
The  Meeting  at  the  London  Tavern  is 
an  instance  of  this,  and  of  the  hollow- 
ness  of  their  intentions.  There  were 
men  present  whose  individual  incomes 
amounted  to  more  than  the  whole  sum 
raised.  Aye,  and  these  incomes  some 
of  them  paid  by  the  people  too  ;  the 
whole  sum  would  not  have  been  suffi- 
cient to  support  the  distressed  inhabi- 
tants of  London  five  days,  on  a  mode- 
rate calculation.  It  is  not  from  the 
hand  of  Charity  that  any  permanent 
good  can  be  expected.  It  is  from  the 
hand  of  Justice,  from  the  united  voice 
of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  men  who 
demand  their  rights  (and  who  are,  in 
fact,  praying  for  existence)  with  a  de- 
gree of  moderation  that  is  only  equall- 
ed by  their  steadiness  and  perseverance 
in  the  great  cause.  Unfil  a  Reform 
takes  place  in  Parliament,  the  present 
system  will  not  be  abandoned,  and 
therefore  the  pressure  of  taxation  ^\\\\ 
continue — probably  be  increased,  if 
possible  ;  and  tkus  those  who  are  now 
living  by    their    own  exertions,  will 
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shortly  b»  reduoed  to  indigence,  and 
thus  the  great  mass  of  human  misery 
increas "d. 

It  is  a  fact  not  generally  known, 
and  one  that  makes  a  man  shudder  tc« 
think  of,  and  sufficient  to  make  an 
Englishman  hang  down  his  head  in  sor- 
row, that  such  is  the  condition  of  the 
poor,  that  the  mothers  of  many  fami- 
lies support  their  children  ind  their 
husbands  by  the  prostitution  of  tli«r 
persons.  Is  this  the  end  of  the  glo- 
rious war  ?  Is  this  ifs  consummation  ? 
Oh,  shame  !  shame  !  There  is  some- 
tbi[;g  in  the  characters  oi  En^Jishmen 
that  distinguishes  tnem  from  almost 
every  other  nation.  An  honest  pride, 
an  openness  of  heart,  and  particularly 
a  fondness  tor  their  homes,  and  a  great 
affection  for  their  wives  and  children. 
Wnat  must  bo  the  feelings  of  a  man 
who  is  .'"upp  ;rted,  and  whose  children 
are  fed  by  ^:j  pro'itution  of  his  wif«'? 
It  is  a  mosi  unr,atural  state  of  society, 
and  speaks  voiumes  as  to  the  state  of 
this  unhappy  'ountry.  Weil  might 
you  say  5 hat  cria'j^s  increase  in  pro- 
portioFi  to  the  ificrcase  of  taxation. 
The  fact  jus(  mentioned  is  a  most  strik- 
ing instance  of  the  truth  of  the  obser- 
vation, producing  i\\e  committal  of  a 
crime,  which,  to  Englishmen,  is  odious, 
and  which  must  appear  horrid  to  every 
miftn  who  lias  -ither  a  head  to  think  or 
a  heart  to  feel.  It  is  introducing  a 
disease  of  the  most  loathsome  kind 
into  families,  makes  a  brothel  of  the 
poor  man's  house,  and  subverts  every 
moral  principle. 

I  shojild  not  have  troubled  you  with 
this  letter,  had  I  not  telt  myself  impe- 
riously called  upon  by  my  duty  to  com- 
municate the  above  shocking  facts  to 
your  readers,  ami  also  some  opinions 
which  experience  has  proved  to  be 
well  founded. 

Wishing  you  health  to  continue 
your  exertions  in  the  cause  of  freedom 
andhumanily, 

I  remain 

Your  friend  and  admirer, 

R. 


Affectia'g  Report 

On  the  present  Destitute  State  of  tjte 
Working  Classes  in  the  Watch  and  Clock 
Trade. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  investi- 
gate the  Distresses  of  tue  Workmen  in 
the  Watch  and  Clock  Trade,  after  a  mi- 
nute and  painful  examination  of  the 
mass  of  wretchedness,  unparalleled 
amongst  thesame  class  of  artizans,  have 
now  beforethem  upwards  of SevenHun- 
dred  cases,  taken  from  more  than  One 
Thousand  Two  Hundred  applicatienst 
and  the  Commlttt^e  liave  no  doubt, 
but  the  real  number  of  destitute*  work- 
men far  exceeds  the  aggregate  exhibited 
to  their  notic^.  Many  deserving  per- 
sons feel  very  reluctant  to  make  suah 
a  disclosure  of  iheii"  circumsta^trces  as 
the  Commitfee  require  (in  order  to 
prevent  an  improper  application  of  the 
money  entrusted  to  their  care);  and 
others,  who,  althougli  sinking,  are  not 
yet  reduced  to  the  general  le^l  of 
misery,  and  are  willing  to  hope  they 
shall  be  able  to  weather  the  deluge  of 
calamity  which  surrounds  (hem.  The 
Committee  provided  printed  forms  to 
be  filled  up  by  the  appliiant>,  and  there- 
turns  made,  comprise,  with  their  fami- 
lies, nearly  Three  Thousand  individu- 
als ;  a  numbor  wliich  may  be  estimated 
at  about  one  half  of  those  who  are 
involved  in  the  saine  distress.  It  ap- 
pears, also. 

That  the  eainingi  of  about  ^ 
Eight  Hundred  workmen, 
whrii  fully  employed,  a- 
movii.ted  to    

That,  Cor  the  last  three 
month?",  ibe.*anie  Dumber' 
of  persons  luve  earned' 
only  about    

And,  during  rtie  last  month 
not  more  tUnu  ....:... 


1200/.  per  week. 


500  ditto 


212  ditto 


Makinjf  a  reduotioH  of  nearly  One  Thousand 
Pounds  weekly. 

There  has  evidently  been  a  gradual 
decline  in  the  Watch  Trade  for  two 
years  past,  but  duiing  the  last  six 
months  the  want  of  employment  has 
increased  to  a  most  calamitous  extent; 
soir.8  being  totally  destitute  of  work, 
a.Kd  Gtheis   receiving   not  more  than 
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from  Five  to  Ten  Shillings  a  week. 
Many  families  have  been  nearly  siarv- 
iDg,  arjcl  such  as  have  obtained  the 
aid  both  of  parish  and  charitable  funds 
are  scarcely  half  supplied.  The  Cora- 
mittee  havtf  visited  the  whole  of  the 
cases  (wifh  very  few  exceptions),  and 
they  have  to  slate,  that  the  returns 
made  by  the  sutTerers,  far  from  being 
exaggerated,  fall  much  short  of  their 
real  distress. 

The  Committee,  for  obvinns  reasons, 
required  an  account  of  articles  pleii^- 
ed  for  a  limited  period,  viz.  from  the 
25th  of  March  to  the  14th  December, 
18!6;  between  which  dates  the  fol- 
lowing statement  is  collected  : — 

Working  Tools  amoimting  to  •  •  •  •  ^  10 1 

Wearing  Apparel 1211 

Beddiig  272 

Total  ^1584 


What  sum  the  whole  of  the  pledges 
vested  in  the  pawnbrokers'  hands, 
by  the  same  persons,  within  the  last 
twelve  cr  eighteen  months,  would 
amount  to,  has  not  been  ascertahied  ; 
but  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  mention, 
that,  previous  to  the  investigation  of 
/  the  Committee,  an  enquiry  was  made 
of  several  pawnbrokers  in  Clerkenwell 
and  its  neighbourhood,  as  to  the 
quantity  of  watchmakers'  tools  in  their 
hands ;  and,  by  the  accounts  furnished, 
it  appeared  that  two  pawnbrokers 
alone  held  in  pledge  tools  of  that  de- 
scription to  the  amount  of  One  Hun- 
dred and  Ninety  Pounds  ;  a  sura  pro 
bably  not  equal  to  more  than  one- 
third  of  their  real  value.  This  fact 
sufficiently  shews  the  want  of  employ- 
ment, bringing  with  it  a  train  of  inevi- 
table distresses.  Ihnce  arises,  as  the 
Committee  have  painfully  witnessed, 
the  necessity  of  parting  with  fi^rjiiture, 
bedding,  and  Dpi)arel,  to  sati'sfy  hunger. 
Hence  arrears  of  rent  and  taxes,  ar':d 
other  debts,  wiiich,  fr^m  the  depres- 
sion of  trade,  those  who  have  lived  in 
respectability  and  credit,  are  rendered 
unable  to  discharge.  Upon  such  cir- 
eumstances  follow  injurious  privations, 
(Idfipondoncy,  and  disease. 


Many  other  evils  might  ba  enume- 
rated, and  scenes  the  most  affecting  to 
the  feeling  rriind  di^linPHted — such  as 
parents  and  children  herding  t(  gcther 
in  a  miserable  upartment,  on  beds  of 
straw,  or  willow  shaviug  — otht-rs 
wandering,  without  homes,  arid  fjiend- 
less.  But  enough,  it  is  pr^^sumed,  has 
been  said,  to  call  fortli  the  sympathy 
and  benevolent  aid  of  those  whose 
happiness  is  augmented  in  proportion 
as  they  lessen  the  miseries  of  others. 
Hitherto  the  Committee  have  had  but 
little  more  than  Oao  Hundred  Pounds 
to  distribute,  and,  conseqceuLly,  the 
relief  aiiorded  has  been  cx*remel}  li- 
mited ;  but  they  confidently  hope  this 
appeal  will  not  fail  to  procure  prompt 
and  liberal  Contributions.        . 

Donations  in  Aid  of  such  Relief  are  received  by 
Messrs.  Coutts  and  Co.  Bankers,  Strmd. 
Messr<<.  Barclay  and  Co.  Bankers^  Lombard 
street. 

Also  by  the  following  Watrh  and  Clock  Ma- 
nufaclurers,  Members  ef  ihe  Committee  ; 
Mr.  William  ('ozens,  Treasurer,  Wilderness 

Row,  Clerkenwell. 

INIessrs.  Barraud  and  Sov?,  Cnrnhlll. 

Messrs.  DwERRi HOUSE  aiid  Carter,  Berk- 
ley'Square. 

Messrs.  Grimaloi    and    Johnson,     431, 
Strand. 

And  by  the  Secretaries. 

N.  Br  The  Committee  cannot  re- 
frain from  suggesting,  on  the  present 
occasion,  that  a  most  essential  benefit 
would  be  conferred,  if  Watches  and 
Clocks  of  home  manufacture  were 
!r?ore  exclusively  used. 

S.  FuLLRR,  64,  Red  Lion  street ,  Clerkenwell, 
VVm.  Grimshaw,  150,  Gtswell  sinety 

Secretaries. 
March  •s/,18'7. 

WESTMINSTER  ADDRESS. 

"  address  to  his  royal  highness  the 
prince  regent. 

"  The  Dutiful  and  Loyal  Address  of 
the  Citizens  of  Westminster,  in 
Public  Meeting  assemt)led. 

"  May  it  please  your  Royal  Highness, 

"  We,  his  Majesty's  loyal  subjects,  the 
Citizens  of  Westminster,  always  unwilling 
to  approach  your  Royal  Highness  with  the 
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expression  of  any  sentiments  o<iier  than 
those  of  aflection  and  gralituiie,  feel  the 
deepest  sorrow  at  being  <  ompelted,  upon 
this  oceision,  1o  approach  you  with  a  re- 
cila]  of  iJi-rievj^nces  and  injuries,  sin  h  as  \\c 
firmlv  heheve  were  vA'holiy  unknown  to 
Enolishixien  in  any  former  ;\ge. 

"  After  a  wnr  of  twenty  five  years  du- 
ration, ifter  sacrifices  of  blcod  and  trea- 
sure uparaUclcd  in  the  history  of  the 
world,  after  seeing  ourselves  bereft  of 
fathers,  brothers,  sons,  and  friends  without 
number,  in  this  long  and  bloody  struggle, 
we  expected,  and  we  wevr.  told  to  expect, 
as  the  r^•vvard  of  ail  ou.  spcrifices  and  ex- 
ertions, that  real  peace,  and  that  lastiiig 
happiness  and  security,  which,  as  wc  weie 
told,  it  w;'s  impossible  for  us  to  enJDv 
without  thos?  s'lCiifices  and  exertions. 

*'  But,  aias'.  instead  of  real  peace,  wo 
see  established  an  iniuiense  standing  army, 
the  ijersons  belonging  to  which  are  now 
to  be  separated  wholly  froai  the  people 
by  a  i<iW,  wliich,  on  the  vague  charge  of 
attempting  to  seduce  tJiem  from  their  dut}, 
makes  aiiv  communication  with  them  at- 
tend<;d  with  the  daii^er  of  :\n  igncmiwi- 
ous  deatli,  and  which  law,  by  being  mnde 
perpelu  il,  but  too  plainly  avo%vs  (he  inten- 
tion of  making  a  standing  army  a  settled 
and  integral  part  of  the  government  of  our 
country,  in  v^^i^h  statidiMg  armies  liave 
always  heretofore  been  heid  in  such  ab- 
horrence, liistead  of  that  happiness, 
whicii  we  were  so  repectedly  promised, 
we  find  ourselves,  plujged  into  misery  un- 
speakable; and  white  distress,  bankrupt- 
cy, and  ruin,  are  sweeping  before  them 
the  middle  class  of  society,  the  labouring 
classes  are  actn  dlv  perishing  under  the  v?;- 
rious  and  indeocribat'le  sut'crings  of  a  state 
bordering  on  absolute  starva'rion.  Instead 
of  that  security,  wldcli  was  to  be  the  great 
prize  of  all  warlike  ac'vievements,  every 
man  of  us  now  feels  th;.t  ite  aii:i  in  that 
house,  which  the  ancient  law  called  his 
castle,  at  the  mere  mercy  of  a  Secretary  of 
State  ;  th  it  hr  ha?;  no  security  for  an>  one 
moment  of  his  life;  that  he  walks  at  'arge 
and  breatlies  the  open  air  soiely  at  the 
will  of  another  ;  and,  of  course,  that  he  is 
a  slave,  aiid  a  slave  too  the  raorc  degraded, 
because  his  forefathers  were  free. 

"  Such,  may  ii,  please  your  Royal  High- 
Bess,  is  the  reward  whicli  we  have  re- 
ceived for  twenty-five  years  of  toil  an.d 
blood;  such  is  Ihe  balm  for  the  tiearts  o^ 
the  widows  and  orphans  made  by  the 
war;  such  is  the  result  of  a  deadly  co!) 
test  for  "social  order;"  such  is  the 
wretched    and  khameful  state  to  which 


England  lias,  at  last,  been  reduced  by  the 
measures  of  those  ?»Tinisters,  who,  as 
theordy  answer  to  our  repeated  and  hum- 
ble supplications  for  the  lightening  of  our 
burdens,  and  for  the  restoration  of  our  un- 
doubted and  un  dicnable  rights,  have  sha- 
ken the  halter  in  our  faces,  an'l  have  rat- 
tled in  our  e-^rs  the  keys  of  the  dungeon; 
atid  whom  we,  therefore,  most  hund)ly, 
but  most  earnestly,  implore  your  Royal 
Highness  to  remove  froni  your  Council* 
and  confidence  for  ever,  as  the  first  step 
necessary  to  prevent  England,  once  so 
happy,  so  mightv  and  renowned,  from  be- 
coming a  heap  of  ruin,  a  bye-vrord  and  a 
renroach  amongst  the  nations  of  the 
earth." 


Seditious  Meetings  and  Assemblies 
Bill. 

[Coniinuefl  from  folio  35?.] 

such  person  shall  be  so  apprehended,  Ih 
Older  to  their  being  proceeded  sg^iinst  for 
such  oSfeaces  according  to  law  ;  and  that 
if  th'e  persons  so  assemblcsd,  or  any  of 
the!n,  shall  liappen  to  be  killed,  maimed 
or  hurt,  in  the  disperjsing,  seizing  or  ap- 
prehending, or  endeavouring  to  disperse, 
sfv/e  or  apprehend  them,  by  reason  of 
their  resisting  the  persons  so  dispersing, 
seizing  or  apprehending,  or  endeavouring 
to  disperse,  seize  or  apprehend  them,  that 
-very  such  justice  of  the  peace,  sheriff, 
under  .sheri(I',  mayor,  head  officer,  high  or 
petty  constable,  or  other  peace  officer,  and 
all  and  singular  persons,  being  aiding  and 
assisting  to  them  or  any  of  them,  shall  be 
free,  discharged  and  indemnified,  as  well 
against  the  King's  majesty,  his  heirs  and 
successors,  ;is  ag«inst  all  and  every  other 
pcrsoii  r.nd  persons,  of  for  or  concerning 
the  kilhng,  maiming  or  hurting  of  any 
such  person  or  persons  so  assembled,  that 
shall  h'/'ppeu  to  be  so  killed,  maimed  or 
hurt  as  aforesaid. 

Provided  always,  and  be  it  further 
enacted.  That  if  any  person  or  persons  do 
or  shall,  with  force  and  arms,  wilfully  and 
knowingly  oppose,  ©bstruct,  or  in  any 
Kianuer  wilfully  and  knowingly  let,  hin- 
der or  hurt,  anv  justice  of  the  peace,  or 
other  person  authorized  as  aforesaid,  wh© 
shal!  attend  any  sucli  meeting  as  afore- 
^  '\f\  or  who  shall  be  going  to  attend  any 
suci!  meeting,  or  any  person  or  persons  who 
shall  begin  vo  proclain!,  or  go  to  procUim 
ccording  to  any  proclamation  hereby  di- 
rected to  "be  made,  whereby  such  pro- 
clamation shall   not  be   made,  that  thei» 
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every  such  opposing,  obstructing,  letting, 
liiuderiijg  or  hurting  any  such  justice 
or  other  persons  so  authorized  as  afore- 
said, and  so  -attending  or  going  to  attend 
any  such  ineeiing,  or  an)  such  person  or 
persons  so  btginning  or  going  to  make 
any  such  y)ror.lHniafioiJ  hs  aforesaid,  shall 
be  adju<^<g<'d  feloMy  without  ber.efit  of 
clergy  ;  a.-'i  tiiL-  otfenders  therein  shall  be 
adjudged  felons,  and  shall  suil'er  death  as 
in  cacC  cf  felony,  without  benefit  of  cler- 
gy ;  and  that  also  every  such  person  or 
persons  so  being  assembled  as  aforesaid, 
to  the  number  of  fifty  or  Kjore  as  afore- 
ataid,  to  whom  any  such  proclamation  as 
aforesaid  should  or  ought  to  have  been 
made,  and  if  the  san  ^  Imd  not  been  hin- 
dered as  aforesaid,  shall  likewise  in  case 
they  or  any  of  them,  to  the  number  of 
twelve  or  more,  shall  coulinue  togethci- 
and  not  disperse  themselves  within  one 
hour  after  such  let  or  hindrance  so  made, 
hi^ving  knowledge  of  such  let  or  hin- 
drance so  made,  shall  be  adjudged  felons, 
and  shall  sutTer  death  as  in  case  of  felony, 
without  benefit  of  clergy  ;  and  that  also 
if  any  person  or  persons  so  being  at  any 
such  Assembly  as  aforesaid,  shall  with 
force  and  arms  wilfully  and  knowingly  op- 
pose, obstruct,  or  in  any  manner  w  ilfully 
and  knowingly  let,  hinder  or  hurt,  any 
justice  of  die  peace  or  other  magistrate, 
©r  any  peace  officer,  in  apprehending  or 
taking  into  custody,  in  execution  of  any 
of  the  provisions  of  this  act  hereinbefore 
(X)ntained,  any  person  or  persons  or  en- 
deavouring so  to  do,  that  then  every  such 
opposing,  obstructing,  letting,  hindering 
©r  hurting,  shall  be  adjudged  fclowy, 
without  benefit  of  clergy  ;  and  the  ofien- 
ders  therein  shall  be  adjudged  felonts  and 
i^all  suffer  death  as  in  case  of  felony, 
without  benefit  of  clergy. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  the 
sheriffs  deput«  and  their  substitulei-i,  stew- 
ards depute  and  their  substitutes,  jus- 
tices of  the  peace,  magistrate!^  of  royal 
boroughs,  and  all  other  inferior  judges 
aud  magistrates,  and  also  all  high  and 
petty  i'oustables  or  other  peace  oiiicers 
of  any  county,  stewartry,  city  or  town, 
withni  that  patt  of  Great  Britain  called 
Scotland^  shall  have  such  ami  the  same 
power  and  authorities  for  pittting  this 
presicnt  act  in  execution  within  Scot- 
land, a*  the  justices  oft  tlie  peace 
and  othftT  magistrates  aforesaid  respec 
lively  have  by  virtue  of  this  act, 
within  and  for  the  other  parts  of  this 
kingdom  ;  and  that  all  and  eyery  person 
or  persons  who  shall  at  any  time  be  con- 


victed of  any  of  the  felonies  aforemen- 
tioned, within  that  part  of  Great  Britain 
called  Scothndj  shall,  for  every  such  of- 
fence incur  and  suffer  the  pains  of  death 
and  confiscation  of  moveables. 

And  whereas  divers  places  have  of  late 
been  used  for  delivering  lectures  or  dis- 
courses»  and  holding  debates,  which  iec- 
turr-s  discourses  or  debates,  have  in  many 
instances  been  of  a  seditious  and  immoral 
nature  J  be  it  further  enacted,  that  every 
house,  room,  fieid,  or  other  place,  at  or 
in  which  any  lecture  or  discourse  shall 
be  publicly  delivered,  or  at  any  public 
debate  shall  be  had,  on  any  subject  what- 
ever, for  the  purpose  of  raising  or  collect- 
ing money  or  any  other  valuable  thiiig, 
from  the  ['crson  admitted,  or  to  which 
aiiy  person  shall  be  admitted  by  payment 
of  money,  or  by  any  ticket  or  token  of 
any  kind  delivered  in  consideration  of 
money,  or  any  other  valuable  thing,  or  in 
consequence  of  paying  or  giving,  or 
having  paid  or  given,  or  having  agreed 
to  pay  or  give,  in  any  manner,  any 
money  or  other  valuable  thing,  or  where 
any  money  or  other  valuable  thing  shall 
be  received  from  any  person  admitted 
either  under  pretence  of  paying  for  any 
refreshment  or  other  thing;  or  under  any 
other  pretence,  or  for  any  other  cause, 
or  by  ineans  of  any  device  or  contrivance 
whatever,  shall  be  deemed  a  disorderly 
house  or  place,  unless  the  same  shall  have 
been  previously  licensed  i;;  manner  herein- 
after-mentioned ;  and  the  person  by  whom 
.snch  house,  room,  field  or  place  shall  be 
opened  or  used,  for  any  of  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred pounds  for  every  day  or  time  that 
such  house,  room,  field  or  place  shall  be 
opened  or  used  as  aforesaid,  to  such  per-- 
son  as  will  sue  for  the  same,  aud  be  other- 
wise punished  as  the  law  directs  in  cases 
of  disorderly  houses  ;  and  every  person 
managing  or  coaducting  the  proceedings, 
or  acting  as  moderator,  president  or 
chairican  at  such  house,  room,  field  or 
place,  so  opened  or  used  as  aforesaid,  or 
therein  debating  any  discourse  or  lecture, 
or  furnishing  or  delivering  any  book, 
pamphlet,  newspaper  or  other  publication 
as  aforesaid,  and  also  every  person  wtio 
shall  pay,  give,  collect  or  receive,  or  agree 
t'o  pay,  give,  collector  receive  any  money 
or  any  thing  for  or  in  respect  of  the  atl- 
rriissiou  of  any  person  into  any  such  house, 
room,  field  or  place,  or  shall  deliver  out, 
distribute  or  receive  any  such  ticket  or 
tickets,  or  token  or  tokens  as  aforesaid, 
knowing  sudia  house,  room,  field  or  place 
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to  be  opened  or  used  for  any  such  pur- 
pose as  aforesaid,  shall  for  every  such 
offence  forfeit  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds. 
And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  any 
person  who  shall  at  any  time  hereafter 
appear,  act,  or  behave  him  or  herself  as 
master  or  mistress,  or  as  the  person 
haviu!?  the  command,  government  or  ma- 
nagement of  any  such  house,  room,  field 
or  place,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  deemed 
and  taken  to  be  a  person  by  whcna  the 
same  is  opened  or  used  as  aforesaid,  and 
shall  be  liable  to  be  sued  or  prosecuted 
and  punished  as  such,  notwithstanding  he 
or  she  be  not  in  fact  the  rqal  owner  or 
occupier  thereof. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  it  shall 
be  lawfnl  for  any  justice  or  justices  of  the 
peace   of    any   county,   stewartry,  city, 
borousjh,  town  or   place,  who  shall  by 
information,  upon   oath,  have  reason  to 
suspect  that  any   house,  room,  field  or 
place,  or   any  parts  or  part  thereof,  are 
or  is  opened  or  used   for  the  purpose  of 
delivering  lectures   er  discourses,  or  for 
public  debate,  contrary  to  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  to  goto  such  house,  room,  field, 
or    place  and    demand   to   be  admitted 
therein  ;    and    m   case   such   justice  or 
justices   shall  be   refused   admittance  to 
such  house,  room,  field  or  place,  or  any 
part  thereof,  the  same  shall  be  deemed  a 
disorderly  house  or  place  within  the  in- 
tent and  meaning  of  this  act;  and  all  and 
every  the  previsions   hereinbefore   con- 
tained respecting  any  house,  room,  field 
or  place,  hereinbefore   declared  to  be  a 
disarderly  house  or  place,  shall  be  applied 
to  such  house,  room,  field  or  place,  where 
such  admittance  shall  have  been  refused 
as  aforesaid,  and   every  person   refusing 
such  admittance,  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of 
twenty  pounds. 

Provided  nevertheless,  and  be  it  further 
enacted,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  two 
or  more  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  coun- 
ty,'stewartry,  city,  borough,  town  or 
place,  where  any  house,  room,  or  other 
building  shall  be  intended  to  be  opened 
for  any  of  the  purposes  aforesaid,  by  writ- 
ing under  their  hands  and  seals,  at  their 
General  Quarter  or  General  Sessions  of 
the  Peace,  or  at  any  Special  Session  to  be 
held  fojr  the  particular  purpose,  to  grant 
a  licence  to  any  person  or  persons  desir- 
ing the  same,  to  open  such  house,  room 
or  other  building,  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
livering for  money  any  such  lectures  or 
discourses  as  aforesaid,  or  for  the  purpose 
of  holding  debates  on  any  subjects,  the 
same  bein^  clearly  e^cpressed  i^  such  li- 


cence, for  which  licence  a  fee  of  one 
shilling  and  no  more  shall  be  paid;  and 
the  same  sh:ill  be  in  force  for  ihe  space  of 
one  ve;n',  and  no  longer,  or  for  ;)iiy  Jess 
space  of  time  therein  to  be  sj)fc:fif  d  ;  and 
which  licence  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  same  county, 
stewartry,  city,  borough,  iowu  ov  place, 
at  any  General  Quarter  or  Gentrai  Ses- 
sions of  the  Peace,  to  revoke  ar  d  declare 
void  and  no  longer  in  force,  by  any  order 
of  such  Justices;  a  copy  ^^llercof  slidl  be 
delivered  to  or  served  upon  the  person  to 
whem  the  said  licence  so  revo'-icd  shall 
have  been  granted,  or  shall  be  left;  rJ  the 
house,  room  or  building,  for  which  such 
licence  shall  have  been  granted;  and 
thereupon  such  licence  shall  cease  and 
determine,  and  be  thenceforth  utterly  void 
and  of  no  effect. 

Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted, 
that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  Justice  or 
Justices  of  the  Peace  of  any  county,  stew- 
artry, city,  borough,  town  or  place, 
where  any  such  house,  room  or  other 
building  shall  be  licensed  as  iierein  prc- 
vided,  to  go  to  such  house,  room  or 
building  so  licensed,  at  the  time  of  deli- 
vering any  such  lecture  or  discourse,  or  of 
holding  any  debate  therein,  as  aforesaid, 
or  at  the  time  appointed  for  delivering  any 
such  lecture  or  discourse,  or  of  liolding 
any  debate,  and  demand  to  be  admitted 
therein  ;  and  in  case  such  Justice  or  Jus- 
tices shall  be  refused  admittance  to  such 
house,  room,  or  building,  the  same  shall 
be  deemed,  notwithstanding  any  such 
licence  as  aforesaid,  a  disorderly  house  or 
place  within  the  meaning  of  this  act ;  and 
all  and  every  the  provisions  hereinbefore 
contained  respecting  any  house,  room, 
field,  or  place  hereinbefore  declared  to  be 
a  disorderly  house  or  place,  shall  be  ap- 
plied to  such  house,  room,  or  building,  so 
licensed  as  aforesaid,  where  such  admit- 
tance shall  have  been  refused  as  aforesaid; 
and  every  person  refusing  such  admit- 
tance, shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  twenty 
pounds  to  any  person  who  shall  sue  for  the 
same. 

Provided  also  and  be  it  enacted,  tliat  it 
shall  be  lawful  f©r  any  two  Justices  of  tlye 
Peace,  acting  for  any  county,  stewartry, 
riding,  division,  city,  town,  or  place,  up- 
on evidence  on  oath  that  any  house,  room 
or  place  so  licensed  and  opened  as  afore- 
said, is  commonly  used  for  the  purpose  c.f 
delivering  there  lectures  or  discourses  of  a 
seditious  or  immoral  tendency,  to  adjudge 
and  declare  the  license  for  opening  the 
same  to  have  b§eii  forfeited,  sutd  such  li- 
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"ceiice  shall  thereupon  cease  and  deter- 
mine, aild  sh'ili  thenceforth  be  utterly 
▼oid  and  of  no  etiect. 

Provl  led  Hlways,  and  be  it  enacted, 
that  nothi.i;^  in  this  act  contatued  shali 
extend  or  be  construed  to  c\t<*iid,  to  aii\ 
lecture  or  discourses  to  be  delivered  in  auj 
of  the  U.iivcrsilies  of  these  kingdoms  by 
any  member  thereof,  or  any  person  au- 
thorized by  the  Chancellor,  Vice  Chan- 
cellor, or  Qther   proper  ofKcers   of  such 

■Universilies  respectively;  or  to  any  lec- 
ture or  discourse  to  be  delivered  in  the 
public  [lall  of  any  of  the  Inns  of  Court  or 
Chancery,  by  any  person  authorized  by 
the  Benchers  of  the  Inns  of  Court,  or  by 
the  Professors  in  Gresham  College;  and 
that  no  payment  made  to  any  schoohuas- 
fer  or  other  person  by  law  allowed  to 
teach  and  instruct  youth,  in  respect  of 
any  lectures  or  discourses  delivered  by 
such  schoolmaster  or  other  person  for  the 
instruction  only  of  such  youth  as  shall  be 
committed  to  his  instruction,  shall  be 
deemed  a. payment  of  money  for  admission 
to  such  lettures  or  discoui-ses  within  the 
ihtent  and  meaning  of  this  Act. 

"  "Provided  always,  that  no  person  shall 
be  prosecuted  by  virtue  of  this  act  for  any 
thing-  done  or  committed  contrary  to  the 
provisions  hereinbefore  contained,  unless 
such  prosecution  shidl  be  commenced 
within  six  calendar  months  after  the  of- 
fence committed. 

Provided  always,  that  all  tlie  clauses 
and  provisions  hereinbefors  contained 
shall  commence  aud  have  effect  within 
the  city  of  London,  and  wilhin  twenty 
miles  thereof,  from  the  day  next  jifter  the 
day  of  passing  this  act;  and  shall  com- 
mence and  have  etTect,  within  all  otljer 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  from  the  expiration 
of  seven  days  next  after  the  day  of  passing 
this  act;  and  shall  be  and  continue  in 
force  until  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen, 
and  from  thence,  until  the  end  of  the 
then  next  session  of  Parliament. 

And  whereas  divers  societies  or  clubs 
have  been  instituted,  in  the  metropolis 
and  in  various  parts  of  this  Kingdom,  of  a 
dangerous  nature  and  tendency,  incon- 
sistent with  the  public  tranquillity,  and 
the  existence  of  the  established  govern- 
ment, laws  and  constitution  of  the  king- 
dom ;  and  the  members  of  many  of  such 
societies  or  clubs  have  taken  unlawful 
oaths  and  engagements  of  fidelity  and  se- 


crecy, and  ■  have  taken  or  subscribed, 
or  assented  to,  illegal  tests  and  oycla- 
ratioiis  ;  and  m;my  of  tJie  said-societies  or 
clubs  elect,  appointor  employ  conmiittees, 
delegates,  representatives  or  missionaries 
of  such  societies  or  clubs,  to  meet,  confer, 
comnmnicate  or  correspond  with  other 
societies  or  clubs,  or  with  delegates,  re- 
presentatives or  missionaries  of  such  other 
societies  or  clubs,  and  lo  induce  and  per- 
suade other  persons  to  become  members 
thereof,  and  by  such  means  maintain  an 
influence  over  large  bodies  of  men,  and  de- 
lude many  ignorant  and  unwary  persons 
into  the  commission  of  acts  highly  crimi- 
n;d  :  and  whereas  certain  societies  or  clubs 
calling  themselves  **  Speiiceans  or  Spen- 
ecan  t'hilanthropists,"  hold  and  profess  for 
their  object  the  confiscation  and  division 
of  the  land,  and  the  extinction  of  the 
funded  property  of  the  Kingdom  :  and 
whereas  it  is  expedient  and  necessary  that 
all  such  societies  or  clubs  as  aforesaid 
should  be  uttferly  suppressed  and  pro- 
hibited, as  unlawful  combinations  and 
confederacies,  higldy  dangerous  to  the 
peace  and  tranquillity  of  these  kingdoms, 
and  to  the  constitution  of  the  government 
thereof,  as  by  law  established;  be  it  en- 
acted, that  from  and  after  the  passing  of 
this  act,  all  societies  or  clubs  calling  them- 
selves Spenceans  or  Spencean  Philanthro- 
pists, and  all  other  societies  or  clubs  by 
whatever  name  or  description  the  same  are 
called  or  known,  as  above  described,  shall 
be  and  the  same  are  hereby  utterly  sup- 
pressed and  prohibited,  as  being  unlawful 
coinbinations  and.  confederacies  again.st 
the  government  of  our  Sovereign  Lord 
the  King,  and  against  the  peace  and  secu- 
rity of  his  Majesty's  liege  subjects. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  from 
and  after  the  passing  of  this  act  all  and 
every  the  said  societies  or  clubs,  and  also 
all  and  every  other  society  or  club  now 
established  or  hereafter  to  i)e  established, 
the  members  whereof  shall  be  required  or 
admitted  to  take  any  oath  or  engagment 
wliich  shall  be  an  unlawful  engagement 
within  the  meaning  of  an  act  passed  in 
the  thirty-seventh  year  of  his  Majesty's 
reign,  intituled,  "  an  act  for  more  effec- 
"  tiially  preventing  the  administering  and 
*•  taking  of  unlawful  oaths,"  or  within  the 
meaning  of  an  act  passed  in  the  fifty- 
second  yeiir  of  his  present  Majesty's  reigt), 
intituled,  "an  act  to  render  more  effectual 
(To  he  continued.) 
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The  publication  of  the  Political 
Pa?nphlei  was  resumed  on  the  12th 
of  July,  and  has  since  been  continued, 
and  will  be  continued,  weekly.  The 
six  Numbers,  preceding  this,  may.  be 
had  at  No.  11,  Newcastle-street, 
Strand. 


TO   THE 

LABOJpiNG  CLASSES 

IN 

England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland. 

on  the 

Report  of  the  Finance  Committee,  re- 
lative to  Sinecure  Places,  which 
Committee  was  appointed  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  Session  in  January, 
1817,  and  which  Report  is  dated  on 
the  2Sth  of  March,  \S\1  .—-And  also 
on  the  Loan  to  the  Parishes. 

North  Hampstead,  Long  Island, 
June '12,  1817. 

Friends  and  Fellow-Countrymen, 
To  the  honour  of  the  fair  sex  be  it 
acknowledged,  that  they  are  always 
ready  to  pardon  those  indiscretions, 
even  if  they  amount  to  little  crimes, 
which  have  been  produced  by  the 
irresistible  power  of  their  own  charms; 
in  which  spirit  of  lenity  as  well  as  of 
justice  we,  my  friends,  shall,  I  trust, 
proceed  upon  this  occasion.  'Tis 
true,  the  sons  of  Corruption  have,  as 
to  the  Report  relative  to  Sinecures, 
lied  exceedingly.  More  than  their 
ijsual  proportion  of  hypocrisy,  false- 


hood and  impudence  has  been  em- 
ployed in  this  emergency;  but,  as 
these  extraordinary  exertions  may  be 
fairly  ascribed  to  their  fears  of  the 
people,  and,  as  the  existence  of  those 
fears  are  the  highest  possible  compli- 
ment to  your  good  sense,  pubhc  spirit 
and  resolution,  we  ought  to  enter  into 
an  examination  of  these  exertions  with 
a  mixed  feeling  of  contempt  and  com- 
passion rather  than  with  feelings  of 
anger  and  indignation.  True,  all  they 
have  said  is  false.  True,  they  have 
lied  sufficiently  to  put  even  the  Devil, 
or,  what  is  worse,  the  Doctor,  to  the 
blush;  but,  it  must  be  confessed,  that 
the  sin  his,  in  this  case,  been  extorted 
by  the  fears  which  they  have  of  the 
people.  It  is  an  offering  at  the  shrine 
of  public-spirit  and  virtuous  persever- 
ance; and  let  us  receive  it  without 
anger,  as  the  Virgin  Mary,  at  Loretto, 
receives  the  otierings,  extorted  by  the 
fears  of  robbers  and  murderers. 

By  "  Sons  of  Corruption"  you  will, 
of  course,  know  that  I  cannot  possibly 
allude,  in  the  most  distant  manner,  to 
any  of  the  persons,  who  have  made 
the  Report,  or  who  have  ordered  it  to 
be  printed,  or  with  whom  the  Com- 
mittee who  have  made  it  originated. 
You  \s'\\\,  of  course,  perceive,  already, 
that  I  cannot  possibly  allude  to  any  of 
those  persons.  The  persons  whom  I 
nave  immediately  in  my  eye. are  those, 
ho  have  published  remarks,  commen- 
tu.ries,  and  illustrations  on  this  iumous 
Report,   which  Report,  1  venture  to 
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predict,  will  become  hereafter,  a  docu- 
ment of  much  greater  aqcount,  than, 
I  dare  say,  the  extreme  modesty  of  its 
authors  will  suffer  them  to  anticipate. 
I  address  myself  to  the  Labouring 
Classes  J  in  which  I  include,  all  trades- 
men and  farmers ;  for,  they  all  labour 
in  their  several  ways;  they  all  pay 
taxes  and  receive  nothing  out  of  the 
taxes;  and  they  all  contribute  towards 
the  luxuries  Mhich  are  enjoyed  by 
Sindcurists,  Pensioners,  and  Grantees. 
It  is  the  fashion  amongst  the  sons  and 
daughters  of  Corruption,  to  speak  of 
you  all  as  bein^  "  The  Lower  Orders.'''' 
There  were  formerly  only  three  Orders 
in  England  :  King,  Ltords,  and  Com- 
mons, in  which  last  were  included  the 
whole  body  of  the  people.  For  that  is 
the  meaning  of  the  word  commons. 
But,  of  late  years,  this  word  has  been 
interpreted  to  mean  nothing  but  those 
select  gentlemen,  who  get  (in  what 
way  you  know  very  well)  seats  in  the 
Lower  House  of  Parliament,  where,  ac- 
cording to  the  Constitution  and  the 
La M;*of  England  every  man  inthe  king" 
dom  is  supposed  to  be  present.  Ignorance 
of  the  law  is  no  plea  in  defence  of  any 
man  accused  of  a  breach  of  it.  Sup- 
pose, for  instance,  a  trespasser,  who 
should  have  been  taken  up  under  the 
recent  game-act,  had  pleaded,  that  he 
had  no  knowledge  of  such  a  law  having 
heen  passed.  The  Attorney  Gene- 
ral, or  his  worthy  associate,  would 
instantly  turn  to  Judge  Blackstone's 
Commentaries  on  the  Laws  of  England, 
and  there  he  would  have  found  it  writ- 
ten, Book  I.  Chap.  2.  "  Every  man 
"  isj  in  judgment  o^XdiW,  party  to  mak- 
'*  ing  an  act  of  parliament,  being  jore- 
"  sent  thereat  by  his  representative." 
And,  again,  in  Book  IV.  Chap.  1. 
* '  The  lawfulness  of  punishing  criminali 


**  is  founded  upon  this  principle,  that 
•*  the  law  by  which,  they  suffer,  was 
"  made  by  their  own  consent.''^  If  the 
trespasser  were  to  reply,  and  say, 
**  it  is  unlawful  to  make  me  suffer, 
"  then,  in  this  case,  who  never  was 
^'  suffered  to  vote  at  an  election  in  all 
^'  my  life,"  I  know  not  what  answer 
'*  Mr.  Attorney''^  (by  way  of  emi- 
nence) might  give  him ;  but,  this  doc- 
trine shews,  at  any  rate,  that  our  fore- 
fathers meant  by  Commons,  the  whole 
body  of  the  people,  and  that  they 
never  made  any  attempts  to  divide 
the  people  into  upper  and  lower  orders. 
Now-a-days  every  Paper-Money  fel- 
low, from  the  highest  of  them  to  the 
lowest,  talks  of  the  "  Lower  Orders," 
in  which  he  never  thinks  of  including 
his  sharping,  greedy,  worthless,  and 
ignorant  self,  while  his  novel-reading 
wife  and  daughters  turn  up  their  noses 
and  bend  their  skinny  and  smoky 
necks  on  one  side,  while  they  talk  of 
the  ignorance  of  the  *'  peasantry. ^^    - 

Leaving  the  tax-eaters  to  enjoy 
their  fancied  superiority  a»  long  as 
they  can,  let  us  now  proceed  to  our 
examination  of  what  has  been  written 
on  this  Sinecure  Report,  and,  as  far 
as  prudence  will  permitjon  the  Report 
itself. 

But,  first  of  all,  how  came  there  to 
be  any  report  upon  the  subject?  This 
is  of  consequence ;  because,  in  the 
examination  of  any  document,  a  know- 
ledge of  circumstances  that  gave  rise 
to  it  is  generally  necessary  in  order 
to  enable  us  to  form  a  just  estimate  of 
its  contents,  or  of  the  measures  that  it 
recommends.  It  is  perfectly  notori- 
ous, then,  that  all  the  Petitions  for 
Reform,  stated  the  existence  of  Sine- 
cures, Pensions  and  Grants,  as  one  of 
the  evils,  which  had  been  produced 
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by  a   want  of   such   Reform.     This 
subject  of  complaint  had   been  dis- 
cussed at  all    the    public   meetings. 
And,    though    the    Fundholders   and 
other    Paper-Money    people    would 
iiot  join  in  those  meetings,  and  even 
approved  of  the  measures  adopted  to 
suppress  them,  and  to  take  away  the 
personal   safety   of  the  people,  still 
they  also  looked  at  these   Sinecures 
and  Pensions  and  Grants  with  a  dis- 
approving eye.     They  grudged  them 
to  the  holders,   and   the  more  especi- 
ally as  those  holders  belonged  chiefly 
to  the  JVohle families^  whom  the  Paper 
Nobility  mortally  hate,   though  they 
pull  along  with  them  against  the  people, 
upon  the  same  principle  that  different 
orders  of  Monks,  or^indeed,  of  Priests 
of  any  sort  (those  of  the  established 
Churches  of  England  and    Scotland 
always  excepted!)   closely    combine 
against  all  the  rest  of  the  world,  while 
they  detest  each  other,  and  mutually 
devote  their  rivals  to  everlasting  per- 
dition. 

But,  it  was  the  voice  of  those  hun- 
dreds of  thousands,  who  petitioned 
for  a  Reform,  that  produced  this  Re- 
port, notwithstanding  the  fact,  as  we 
shall  presently  see,  ha«  been  attempt- 
ed to  be  disguised;  lest,  I  suppose, 
it  should  be  inferred,  that  the  yield- 
ing (in  appearance,  at  least)  to  one 
of  the  prayers  of  the  people,  should 
encourage  them  to  hope  for  a  yield- 
ing, in  the  end,  to  the  whole  of  their 
prayers  in  reality.  At  any  rate,  it  is 
always  to  be  kept  in  mind  that  an  abo- 
lition of  Sinecures,  &c.  was  prayed 
for;  arid,  in  proof  of  this  fact,  suffer 
me  here  to  refer  to  the  Hampshire 
Petition,  which  complained  of  these 
things  in  the  following  words : — 
*'  That,    as  to  Sinecures,  Pensions, 


"  and  Grants,  not  fully  merited  by 
'*  well-known    public   services,  your 
"  Petitioners  do  hope,  that,  at  a  time 
''  like  the  present,  your  honourable 
"  l-fouse  will  not  suppose  it  possible 
"  that  they  can  be  endured,  especially 
"  when  your  honourable  House  sees> 
"  on   the  one  hand,  the  poor-houses 
*'  crowded   with   paupers   who   have 
"  seen  better  days,   the  jails  swarm- 
*'  ing  with  debtors  whom  no  degree 
"  of  c^re  and  industry  has  been  able 
"  to  save  from  r.uin,  whole  millions  of 
*'  starving  creatures,  who,  when  they 
"  open   their    eyes  in  the   morning, 
"  know  not  where  to  find  the  means 
"  of  breaking  their  fast;  and,  when 
'*  your  honourable  House,  turning  to 
''  the  other  hand,  sees  the  Sinecurists, 
"  Pensioners,  and  Grantees,  shining 
"  with  all   the   brilliancy    of  wealth, 
"  and  indulging  in  all  the  enjoyment* 
*'  of  luxury,  each  individual  of  some 
"  of  whom  having,  as  your  Petition- 
"  ers  are  able  to  prove  at  the  bar  of 
"  your  honourable  House,  received, 
"  annually,  more  money  out  of  the 
"  public  taxes  than  would  be  sufficient 
"■  to  maintain  a  thousand  of  the  fami- 
"  lies  who  largely  contribute  towards 
'*  ihe  paying  of  those  taxes  ;  nor  nee<| 
''  yoiii'  Petitioners  remind  your  honor- 
**  able  House  that  there  are  some  of 
"  those  individuals,  each  of  whomhas^ 
"  within  the  last  thirty  years,  received 
"  from    the   aforesaid    source    much 
"  more  than  half  a  million  of  priucipal 
"  money,  and  if  your  Petitioners  were 
*'  to  say  nearly  a  million  of  money, 
"  theirstatement  would  only  approacli 
"  nearer  to  the  truth.'* 

Such  was  the  nature  of  our  com- 
plaint. We  shall  see,  by-and-by,  how 
it  has  been  attended  to;  but,  the  me- 
ment  the  Repout  came  out,  tho  hire- 
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ling  press  set  to  work  to  endeavour  to 
make  it  a  ground  for  calumniating  our 
petitions.      "  Here,"  said  the  hire- 
lings,   '^  here,    after    all  the    exag- 
^^  gerated   statements,  made  to  delude 
*'  the  poor  ignorant  people.;  here  is  the 
*'  proof ,  that  the  whole  of  these  places, 
"  amounted  to  only  one  hundred thou- 
''  sand  pounds  a  year^   On  the  7th  of 
April  the  Courier  published  the  Re- 
port,   and,   in  the  very   same  paper, 
it  published   the   following   remarks, 
which,  I  verily  believe,  it  would  not 
have  published,  if  it  had  not  been  well 
assured,  as  it  thought,  that  mi)  obser- 
vations on  it  never  would  see  the  light 
in  England .  And  here,  my  friends  and 
fellow  countrymen,   let  me  congratu- 
late myself  on  the  step  I  took  to  se- 
cure my  personal  freedom.     I  defy  the 
Attorney  General,   I   defy  even  tlie 
keen   Mr.  Shepherd,  whom  I    shall 
never  forget,  to  find  any  thing  in  this 
Number  to    prosecute   according   to 
law^  tight  and  severe   as  that  law  is; 
I  defy  the  magistrates  to  discover  any 
thing  contrary  even  to  the  rules  of  the 
Circular   of  Lord   Sidmouth  ;    but,    I 
could  not  have  defied^   for  one  single 
moment,  the  Warrants  of  Lord  Sid- 
mouth and  of  his  worthy  colleagues. 
Castlereagii  iind  Bathurst,  which 
latter  has   particular   charge     of   the 
Island  of  St.  Helena.     No  :   I  could 
not  have  set  those  warrants  at  defiance, 
if  I  had  remained  in   England;  but, 
now  I  can;  and  I  can  *r//e/^  discuss 
this  important  subject,  without  passing 
the  line  drawn  even  by  the  iiljel  law  in 
England,  as  it  now  stands.     I  said  io 
you  and  to  my  countrymen  in  general, 
before  my  departure^  that  it  was  not 
my  intention,   nor  was  it  my  wish,  to 
publish  libels  ;  and  that  t  would  pub- 
lish here  nothing  which  the  /aw  would 


not  permit  me  io  publish  in  England, 
r  am,  by  no  rule  of  morality,  bound 
to  forbear  thus ;  but,  I  am  resolved, 
that  no  one  shall  have  a  colour  of 
complaint  of  my  taking  any  advantage 
of  my  safety  here  to  do  against  our 
enemies  what  the  lazo  would  have  ren- 
dered it  unsafe  to  do  before  the  recent 
Acts,  I  have  published  nothing  here 
which  I  have  not  forwarded  to  be  pub- 
lished in  England;  and,  if  any  of 
those  writings  be  the  subject  of  trial 
before  a  Common  Jury^  or  even  before 
di  SpecialJury^Vi'^ow  which  there  shall 
be  no  man  who  lives  on  the  taxes^  and 
if  a  verdict  of  guilty  be  found  and  re- 
corded, I  will  acknowledge  myself  to 
be  ^guilty  man,  and  w'lW pledge  myself 
never  to  write  for  the  press  again.  No 
man's  conduct  can  be  fairer  than  this. 
But,  when  I  know  whether  the  Power- 
of-Imprisonment  Act  be  kept  in  force 
after  the  stipulated  time^  namely,  the 
month  oiJulyy  then  I  shall,with  my  two 
sons,  petition  the  Prince  Regent;  and, 
if  that  petition  produce  not  the  desired 
effect,  we  shall  then  resort  to  all  the 
means  that  we  have  in  our  power, 
consistent  with  the  allegiance  we  owe 
to  the  king,  and  the  duty  which  we 
owe  to  our  country. 

The  remarks  of  the  Courier,  as 
alluded  to  above,  were  in  these  words : 
— "Tiiis  day  we  insert  the  first  Re- 
^'  port  of  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
''  mitfce  of  Retrenchment,  which  re- 
''  commends,  a  very  sweeping  and  ex- 
^^  tensive  abolition  of  sinecure  places 
'-'■  throughout  the  three  Kingdoms* 
"  We  know  of  no^  other  sinecures  be- 
'^  sides  these,  and  consequently  the 
"  abolition  is  as  complete  as  the  most 
"  zealous  Reformer  can  desire.  And 
"  to  what  would  the  saving  amount 
I  "  even  if  we  could  at  present  enjoy 
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^' the  full  advantage  of  it  ?  To  one 
'^  kundred  thousand  pounds  per  an- 
*'  mttn :  (he  sum  voted  every  Session 
"  for  <he  repair  of  the  Highland  roads 
*'  and  bridges.  Such  is  the  gross  de- 
''  lusion  zchfch  has  been  practised  on 
*'  the  public!  To  the  existence  of  si- 
''  nrcure  places  and  pensions  have 
''  been  mainly  imputed  our  financial 
*^  embarrassments,  though  the  whole 
^'  amount  of  them  would  scarcely 
*'  pay  the  expence  of  printing  occa- 
"  sioned  in  Parliament  by  Refor- 
*^  mers.  The  Reformers  well  know, 
^^  that  little  or  nothing  could  be 
'^  saved  by^  the  abolition  of  sinecures  ; 
but  the  Jacobin  part  of  them  raised\  "  them." 


"  half  a  dozen  pensions.  The  Com- 
"  mittee,of  course, recommend  pensions 
"  as  the  reward  oi public  services  ;  and 
'•  every  change  of  the  Ministry  may  thus 
*  ^  entailon  the  country  an  additional  bur- 
"  then  of  40  or  50  ^0001.  per  annum/  So 
"  much  for  the  economy  of  the  clamour- 
'^  ous  Reformers,  ignorant  or  false, 
'^  factious  and  malignant.  But  we 
"  trust  the  Committee  will  find  real 
"  sources  of  saving  to  the  public.  In 
*'  this  Report  they  have  given  ample 
<*  proof  of  their  sincerity,  energy  and 
"  expedition,  and  have  shewn  them-' 
<'  selves  entitled  to  that  confidence 
"  which    Mr.  Wilberforce    refused 


"  the  clamour  to  create  a  hatred  of  the 
"  support  of  a  Government  they  wished 
''  to  overthrow,  and  the  Foxite  Oppo- 
"  sition  half  of  them  seconded  the 
*'  clamour,  in  hopes  of  obtaining  pos- 
"  session  of  that  Government,  which 
*'  they  would  no  doubt  maintain  by 
**  increased  extravagance,  as  they  did 
**  ten  years  ago. — But  from  these  abo- 
"  litions  the  public  cannot  save  even  the 
*'  sum,  expended  on  Highland  roads  and 
**  bridges.  The  reforms  cannot  take 
"  place  during  the  lives  of  the  incum- 
**  bents,  and  in  lieu  of  sinecures,  de- 
**  serving  public  servants  are  to  re- 
**  ceive  pensions.  Thus  the  change 
*'  will  ultimately  increase  the  public 
*'  expense,  if  the  observation  in  the 
"  House  of  Lords  lately  made  by  an 
"  Opposition  Scotch  Earl  of  tindoub^ 
**  ed  ability,  was  well  founded,  name- 
**  ly,  that  sinecures  were  economical, 
*^  as  five  or  six  persons  would  v/ait  for 
*'  the  fall  of  a  sinecure,  who,  if  they. 


How  desperate  must  a  case  be, 
when  its  advocates  are  even  tempted 
to  resort  to  falsehoods  so  flagrant  as 
these  I  The  man,  who  owns  the 
Courier,  may  bo  a  very  base  and 
prostituted  man.  He  may  be  a  very 
wretch^  in  the  worst  possible  sense  of 
that  word.  But,  even  a  very  wretch 
does  not  voluntarilij  put  forward  his 
claim  to  contempt.  He  will  not  step 
aside  an  inch  from  his  interest  to  avoid 
infamy  on  his  character  ;  but,  he  will 
not  voluntarily  seek  infamy  when  the 
act  he  is  about  to  commit  can  be  of 
no  benefit  to  him.  True,  such  a  man 
cannot  render  himself  more  infamous 
than  he  already  is  ;  but,  still,  ugly  as 
a  fellow  may  be,  there  are  few  except 
the  base  imitators  of  the  whiskered 
Germans,  who  voltintarily  add  to 
their  ilUlooke.  Stewart,  the  Pro- 
prietor of  the  Courier,  has,  amassed 
an  immense  sum  of  money,  which  he 
has  in  the  funds,   I  believe  ;  and,    I 


''  w^ere  to  be  rewarded  by  a  pension,  dare  say,  (hat  he  w  ould  wish,  like 
«'  would  insist  on  it  immediately,  other  gentry,  who  have  amassed  their 
"  Thus  one  sinecure  would  go  as  fur  as    money   by  means  full  as  honest,  to 
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enjoy  his  fortune  quietly,  and  to  leave 
it  to  some  body  after  his  death.  No- 
thing but  sheer  desperation,  therefore, 
could  have  urged  him  to  this  act  of 
fraud,  so  easily  proved  to  the  convic- 
tion of  the  offender,  who  \wqI\  knovrs, 
that  it  is  quite  impossible  for  him  to 
breathe  the  air  oi  freedom  and  justice 
in  England. 

Here  is,  we  are  told,  in  this  Report, 
^'  a  szceeping  and  extensive  abolition 
*^  of  sinecure  places  throughout  the 
''  three  kingdoms.  We  know  of  no 
''  other  sinecures  besides  these,  and, 
*'  consequently^  the  abolition  is  as 
^'  complete  as  the  most  zealous  Refor- 
''  ?ncr  can  desire.^^  And,  then  ^ve  are 
told,  that  all  these  *'  Sinecures  amount 
^'  to  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  per 
*'  annumJ'^  Now,  in  the  first  place, 
there  is  no  abolition  at  all.  There  is 
j\oi\\\wg  done  by  the  Parliament  yet; 
and,  there  is  nothing  recommended  to 
be  done^  which  can  be  called  an  aboli- 
Hon.  For,  it  is  not  ever  recommended 
to  the  House  to  do  away  any  place  or 
any  emolument,  during  the  lives  of  the 
present  possessors  !  No,  nor  during 
the  lives  of  their  successors^  where  the 
places  are  granted  in  reversion,  that  is 
to  say,  as  in  the  case  of  Old  George 
Rose,  whose  place  is  to  descend  to  his 
sofl,  Young  George  Rose,  and  who, 
of  course,  will  enjoy  it  after  him,  not- 
withstanding this  famous  Report,  if 
things  could  go  on  so  long  without  a 
Reform  in  the  Parliament!  This  is  a 
pretty  sort  of  abolition ! 

We  will  talk  of  the  amount  of  the 
Sinecures  by-and-by ;  but,  amount  to 
what  they  will,  what  relief  can  this 
measure,  even  if  put  in  force,  afford  to 
the  nation  ?  The  nation  is  in  misery ; 
it  is  sinking  under  the  weight  of  its 


taxes ;  part  of  these  taxes  go  to  the 
paying  of  the  Sinecures  ;  and,  in  order 
to  relieve  the  poor,  distressed,  misera- 
ble people,  who  are  in  such  a  state  of 
starvation,  that  a  sum  of  nearly  two 
millions  is  to  be  lent  to  the  parishes  to 
enable  them  to  keep  the  poor  alive; 
in  order  to  afford  this  miserable  peo- 
ple relief  the  Sinecures  are  to  be  abo- 
lished at  the  end  of  the  lives  of  the 
present  possessors  and  that  of  their 
successors^  or,  at  the  soonest,  at  the 
end  of  the  lives  of  the  present  posses- 
sors! This  is  like  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land's promise,  not  topay^  but  tojpro- 
mise  to  pay.  It  is  like  the  calcula- 
tions about  paying  off  what  is  called 
the  National  Debt.  It  is  like  Gover- 
nor Sancho^s  feast.  It  is  like  the 
herds  and  flocks  marching  away  from 
the  hungry  multitudes,  who  rear  them, 
to  be  devoured  by  the  Fundholders 
and  the  swarms  who  live  upon  the 
taxes.  It  is  like  a  leg  of  mutton  and 
turnips  in  sculpture.  It  is  like  the 
piece  of  bread  and  cheese,  which  a 
waggish  carpenter  chalked  me  out 
upon  a  board,  when  I  was  a  little  boy 
and  was  worrying  my  mother  for  my 
dinner.  It  is  like  every  thing  in  the 
world,  which  speaks  promise  to  the 
eye  and  the  ear,  and  which  is  totally 
destitute  of  reality. 

I  think  I  have  heard  it  "Said,  some 
nine  or  ten  thousand  times,  by  Castle- 
REAGH,  by  Vansittart,  by  Can- 
ning, by  SiDMOUTH,  by  Liverpool, 
by  Walt  BR,  by  Southey,  by  Stew- 
art, by  GiFFGRB,  and  by  many,  many 
others:  indeed  by  the  whole  tribe; 
that  these  evils  are  of  a  temporary 
nature !  That  they  have  arisen  merely 
from  "  a  sudden  transition  from  war 
to   peace  ^''^    and,    that    things    will 
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speedily  come  about  again.  So,  then, 
in  order  to  meet  this  temporary  evil, 
which  is,  to  use  Cannin&'s  Eton 
phrase,  ''  only  for  a  moment  obscur- 
ing the  face  of  the  Glorious  Sun''  (of 
^taxation,  I  suppose,  he  meant;)  to 
meet  this  immediate  and  pressing  evil, 
Sinecures  are  to  be  abolished  in  the 
next  age !  ^'Sweeping  a.nd  extensive 
abolition"!     Wonderful  reb'e// 

I  say  in  the  next  age,  at  soonest ; 
for,  though  there  be  Sinecure  Place- 
men and  place-vi^omen  of  all  stages  in 
life,  from  fourscore,  perhaps,  dov^n  to 
f0ur  minutes.  Only  think  of  a  place- 
man yb?/r  minutes  old  !  Yet  this  must 
be  fit^quently  the  case,  for  some  of 
these  good  things  descend  io  heirs. 
The  late  Mr.  Fox  and  his  brother,  the 
General,  were  placemen  almost  in 
their  cradle.  Ijord  Royston,  the  son 
of  the  Earl  of  HardwickEj  who  died, 
a  little  boy,  a  few  years  ago,  would,  if 
he  had  lived  'till  now,  have  been  re- 
ceiving the  amount  of  an  Irish  Sine- 
cure of  e/erew  thousand  pounds  a  year, 
which,  to  make  assurance  double  sure, 
the  Right  Honourable  and  Noble  Earl 
had  obtained  in  reversion  for  another 
son  after  Lord  Royston ;  but,  as  ill- 
luck  would  have  it,  both  the  boys 
died  before  the  Sinecure  became  vacant 
by  the  death  of  the  late  Earl  of  Buck- 
inghamshire; and  the  Noble  Earl  of 
Hardwicke  lost  sons  and  sinecure  too. 
However,  as  there  has  been  discovered 
to  be  a  "  surplus  population"  in  the 
country,  the  loyalty  and  public-spirit 
of  the  Noble  Earl  will  have  tended  to 
make  him  moderate  his  grief,  especi- 
ally when  he  considered,  that  his  sons 
were  destined  to  eat  without  working. 

There  are  Sinecure  placemen  of  all 
stages  in  life,  and  so  there  are  of  the 


rest  of  the  people.  Some  of  the  Sine- 
cure Placemen  are  very  old,  and  must 
die  soon.  But  some  of  those  who 
pay  taxts  to  support  them  are  also 
very  old,  and  must  di<^  soon.  So  that, 
it  is  physically  impossibl'^-  unless  some 
extraordinary  disease,  peculiar  to 
ihera,  should  seize  the  Sinecure  Place- 
men ;  unless  this  should  be  the  case, 
it  is  physically  impossible,  that  the 
present  generation  should,  take  us  all 
together,  derive  any  benefit  from  any 
measure  recommended  by  this  Report, 
this  famous,  this  patriotic  Report, 
"  this  sweeping  and  extensive  aboli- 
"  tlon  of  Sinecures^'  1 

1  knew  very  well,  that  no  abolition 
eould  take  place;  no  real  abolition, 
unless  a  Reform  of  Parliament  took 
place.  Because,  in  fact,  there  could 
be  no  power  equal  to  ihQ  taking  avsay 
of  the  Sinecures,  which  would  not 
have  been  equal  to  the  taking  away  of 
the  possession  of  the  patronage  and 
the  proprietorship  of  the  Boroughs. 
And,  therefore,  the  moment  I  saw  the 
Report  in  the  Courier,  I  ran  my  eye 
hastily  along  to  see  what  was  said 
about  the  time  of  the  abolition.  It 
did  not  run  far  before  it  came  to  the 
following  all-important  words:  "  The 
"  view  which  your  Committee  have 
"  taken  of  the  two  offices  of  Chief 
*''  Justice  in  Eyre,  North  and  South 
^'  of  Trent,  is,  that  they  may  be  abo- 
^'  lished,  without  detriment  to  the 
"  public  service,  and  the  emoluments 
"  thereof  become  a  future  saving  to 
''  the  public  ;  REGARD  being  had 
"m  these,  AS  WELL  AS  IN 
"  EVERY  OTHER  OFFICE,  which 
"  forms  the  subject  of  this  Report,  to 
''  EXISTLNG  INTERESTS"  !  That 
is   to  say,  no   office,    no   place,    no 
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emolument,  however  enormous,  is  to 
be  taken  away  'till  the  death  of  the 
present  possessor,  and,  in  cases,  like 
that  of  Georgj?  Rose,  not  Hill  the 
death'of  the  son  of  the  present  posses- 
sor !  And  this  is  the  measure,  which 
is  called  a  "  sweeping  and  extensive 
''  abolition  of  Sinecures,  as  complete 
*'  as  the  most  zealous  Reformer  can 
«  wish''  ! 

No :  what  we  prayed  for,  was,  a 
r<?c/ abolition,  such  as  should  give  the 
suffering  people  relief;  and  to  give 
them  relief,  it  must  of  course,  take 
i^hice  directly.  But,  this  the  Courier, 
in  a  paragraph  subsequent  to  the  one 
that  I  have  quoted  above,  says,  in 
answer,  I  suppose,  to  some  one  who 
had  pointed  out  this  postponement 
as  being  fatal  to  all  real  benefit;  he 
says,  that  this  would be««CONFISCA- 
TiON,"  and  this  was  what  Canning 
meant,  I  imagine,  when  he  said,  that 
Reform  was  ''  confiscation ,  desola- 
tion and  carnage.^'  Yes,  to  fake  away 
his  sinecure  (for  he  long  has  had  one) 
would  be  ''confiscation,  desolation, 
'^  and  carnage!"  And  to  enquire 
what  is  become  of  the  revenue  of  that 
immense  property,  called  "Crown 
Lands,"  would,  I  suppose,  also  be 
''  confiscation,  desolation,  and  car- 
*^nagel"  Indeed,  the  Sinecures  are 
the  touch-stone^  together  with  the 
Pensions  and  grants^  of  which  we 
shall  speak  by-and-by;  for  these  are 
the  oil  that  sets  and  keeps  all  the 
wheels  of  the  System  in  motion ;  and 
they  form,  besides,  the  great  bridle  in 
the  mouth  of  those,  who  are  very  im- 
patient under  the  dominating  riches 
of  the  Ftindholdersy  to  whom  they 
would  gladly  give  a  check ;  but  they 
well  know,  that  it  is  impossible  to 


touch  the  Fundholder  without  first 
stripping  themselves  of  the  Sine- 
cures, Pensions,  and  Grants.  This  is 
the  cement  which  holds  the  two  to- 
gether. And,  besides,  the  STAFF 
of  the  army,  swallows  up  an  immensity 
of  money;  and,  let  any  one  look  into 
the  List  of  that  Staff;  and  he  will 
there  find  who  it  is  that  really  receives 
and  pockets  this  immense  sum. 

The  Courier  says,  that  it  would  be 
confiscation  to  take  people's  Salaries 
undfees  from  them,  and  of  course,  to 
put  them  out  of  their  ''offices.^'  Now, 
it  is  not  thought  confiscation  to  take 
away  the  pay  of  soldiers  or  of  sailors 
and  midshipmen,  when  their  services 
are  no  longer  wanted;  but,  it  would 
be  confiscation  to  take  away  the  pay 
of  those,  who  fill  offices,  to  which  no 
duti/  and  no  danger  are  attached ! 
This  pay  is,  with  the  Courier,  as 
sacred  as  •'  Church  Properti/.'*  And, 
according  to  him  it  is  a  great  deal 
more  sacred;  for,  part  of  the  Church 
Property  has  been  taken  away  and 
applied  to  the  payment  of  the  Fund- 
holders  by  what  is  called  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  Land  Tax^  in  virtue  of 
which  part  of  the  Church  Property 
was  sold,  and  the  amount  paid  over 
to  the  government.  Nay;  the  Parlia- 
ment have  passed  Acts  to  compel  the 
possessors  of  Church  Livings  to  make 
such  and  such  allowances  to  Curates^ 
not  only  in  money,  but  in  the  occu- 
pancy of  parsonage  Houses  and 
Glebes.  Now,  this  was  an  outrage- 
ous violation  of  the  Property  of  those 
who  owned  Livings,  or  who  possessed 
them  for  life ;  or,  it  showed  that  the 
Parliament  regarded  this  Property  as 
public  property,  over  which  it  had  an 
absolute  controul ;  for,  if  it  could  dis- 
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pose  of  a  part^  it  could  dispose  of  the 
whole   of   this   property ;    and,   if  it 
could   dispose   of  it  irf   one   way,   it 
could   dispose  of  it  in  another  way. 
Nay^  at  this  very  moment,  the  Parlia- 
ment has  before  it   a  proj)Osition  for 
enabling    the    present    possessors   of 
Church  Livings  to  bind  their  successors 
in  the  leasing  of  the  very  tithes^    a 
project  which  mw^/ produce  the  total 
alienation  of  such  property  ;  for,  who 
ever  heard  of  a  stoop  of  good  liquor 
being  forsaken  as  long  as  tltere  was  a 
drop  of  it  left  ?  This  is  a  tap,  which 
the  Fundholders   (who  all  abuse  the 
rich  Parsons)  have  long  wishtd  to  see 
set  a-running;  and  though  \  greatly 
prefer  these  latter  io  an  insolent,  ig- 
norant, upstart  arisfocracy  o\  Paper- 
Money,  I  must  confess,  tha<  their  re- 
cent conduct  towards  <he  Reformers, 
who  prayed  for  nothing  from  the  Par- 
liament which   the  Parsons  ought  not 
to  have  prayed  for  in  their  churches, 
makes  me  anticipate  their  fate  without 
any  feeling  of  sorrow  or  compassion. 
Therefore,  supposing  the  Sinecures 
©f  Rose,  Steel,  Canning,    Wm.  Gif- 
ford,  Lord  Ellenborough,   Lord  Sid- 
mouth's   son,     Mr.    Charles    Yorke, 
Lord   Grenville,    Mr.   Villiers,     Mr. 
Thomas   Grenville,    and  the   rest   of 
them  to  be  as  sacred  as  the  property 
of  the    Church,    here   are   plenty   of 
proofs  to   shew,    that  it  was  not  too 
sacred  to   be  frei;ly  handled    by   the 
Parliament.     But,  as  every  man  must 
see,  it  is  quite  a  different  thing ;  for, 
while  the  property  of  the  Church  con- 
sists of //om5"(?^.  Lands,  Trees,  End  of  a 
Char§^e  upon  the  Land,  under  the  name 
of  Tythes  ;  while  this  property  is  all  of 
a  visible  and  permanent  nature  ;  while 
it  is  subject  to  none  of  the  vicissitudes 


of  finance;  while  its  tenure  goes  back 
to  the  remotest  ages  of  civilization  in 
England  and  Ireland ;  the  Sinecure 
Places  have  arisen  from  the  mere  plea- 
sure of  Princes  aiid.  Ministers  ;  ami, 
have,  as  to  services  or  duties,  become 
from  time  to  time,  uhully  obsolete,which 
cannot,  at  any  rate,  be  said  of  the 
Church.  And,  while  the  Church  has 
its  income  arising  from  the  land  directly, 
with  ample  powers  of  distraint  in  cases 
of  House  and  Land,  and  of  taking 
in  kind  in  cases  of  Tythe ;  while  its 
property  consists  of  Lordships  of 
Manors,  of  other  real  estates,  and  oC 
a  part  of  the  produce  of  other  estates? 
collected  by  means  the  most  regular^ 
efficient  and  certain,  the  income  of  the 
Sinecure  Gentlemen,  arises  out  of  the 
taxes,  which  may,  or  may  not  (as  is 
the  case  at  present,)  yield  a  sufficient 
sum  to  pay  these  gentlemen,  without 
leaving  some  other  department  «f 
expence,  or  debt,  unsatisfied  ;  unless, 
indeed,  the  Sinecure  Gentlemen  pre- 
tend (which,  now  I  think  of  it,  they 
do.)  that  their  claim  on  the  taxes  is 
prior  to  that  of  the  Fundholders;  and 
that,  too,  upon  the  principle,  that 
every  thing  else  must  give  way  to  the 
salvation  of  a  nation,  and  that  their 
quiet  enjoyment  of  their  incomes  is 
absolutely  necessary  to  the  salvation 
of  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland! 

What !  Is  the  resuming  of  a  grant 
an  act  of  '^  confiscation  f^  How  many 
acts  of  confiscation  have,  then,  been 
committed  by  the  Parliaments  of  Eng- 
land !  How  m  ny  acts  of  ''  confis- 
cation "  could  I  find  and  produce,  if 
I  could  once  get  to  any  bar  to  plead 
the  cause  of  the  nation  against  the 
Courier!  And  yet,  at  a  moment 
like  this,  when  the  tax-payers  are  in 
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such  a  state,  that  money  is  borrowed 
on  Exchfiquer  Bills  to  enable  the 
parlsr^s  to  keep  the  Labouring  Classes 
from  real  starvation,  these  gentlernen 
put  forward  their  claim  to  a  portion 
of  the  taxes  upon  the  ground  of  mda- 
feasible  right!  Suidy,  before  wa??^/ 
years  are  over  their  heads,  they  will 
relax  a  little  in  this  their  c!aJm  ! 

Having  now  seen,  that  no  abolition 
is  ev«Mi  intended  to  take  place,  during 
the  PRESENT  GENERATION,  let 
u»  next  enquire  a  little  into  the 
AMOUNT  of  the  Sinecures.  The 
Courier  asserts,  that  they  amount  to 
ONLY  one  hundred  thousand  pounds 
a  year  ;  and, says  he,  "  what  an  expo- 
<'  sure  this  is  of  the  base  exaggerations 
^'  of    the  Jacobin  Reformers  !" 

Now,  I  do  not  know,  that  any 
Reformer  ever  said^  that  the  Sinecures 
amounted  to  more  than  this  sum.  We 
never  talked  of  Sinecures  alone,  but, 
as  will  be  seen,  in  the  foregoing  ex- 
tracts from  the  Hampshire  Petition, 
we  complained  of  "  Sinecures,  Pen- 
*'  sions  and  Grants,  wot  Jully  merited 
^'  hyWell-knownT^xxhWc  services;"  and, 
we  n-  ver  pretended,  that  the  whoh: 
together  aaiounted,  in  thc?nselves,  to  a 
Tery  large  sum,  compared  with  the 
whole  of  the  enormous  expenditure ; 
but,  we  said,  that  they  were  the 
causo  of  a  very  large  portion  of  that 
expenditure,  while  they  formed,  in 
themselves,   no  small  sum. 

However,  I  will  first  shew,  that,  if 
it  be.  true,  that  the  Committee  have 
recommended  to  abolish,  in  the  next 
generation,  only  such  sinecures  as 
amount  to  100,000  pounds  per  annum, 
even  the  next  generation  will  have  to 
pay  the  far  greater  part  of  the  Sine- 
cures,  of  which  we  complained.      I 


shall  here,  in  the  first  instance,  include 
that  of  Lord  CamDen,  because  his 
Lordship,  though  a  very  "  bright 
**  star,^\  as  Wilberforce  called  him, 
did  not  drop  from  the  firmament,  did 
not  dart  away  from  that  effulgent  con- 
stellation, in  which  Lord  Arden,  the 
Wcllesleys,  Wm.  Gilford,  Canning, 
and  the  rest  shiiue  with  such  brilliancy, 
'till  after  a  million  and  a  half  of  Refor- 
mers had  called  aloud  for  the  extin^ 
guishing  of  the  whole  of  these  lumi- 
naries. Therefore,  in  my  first  view 
of  this  matter,  I  shall  include  his 
Lordship's  neat  little  sum,  which  was 
one,  at  least,  of  the  things,  which 
we  cried  out  against.  Nor,  must  I, 
for  this  time,  omit  the  late  Marquis  of 
Buckingham;  for,  it  was  for  years, 
that  we  put  that  Most  Noble  person  at 
the  head  of  our  list;  and,  who  knows, 
that  our  complaints  on  that  head,  did 
not  pr«vent  the  giving  of  his  pay  to 
a  successor  ?  The  document  to  which 
f  shall  refer,  is  an  account,  laid 
before  the  House  of  Commons  in 
1808,  on  the'motion  of  Lord  CocH' 
RANE,  who,  from  that  day  to  this,  has 
been  an  object  of  the  deadly  hatred 
of  the  basest  ai4d  most  implacable  of 
his  country's  enemies.  However,  the 
Account  was  printed,  by  order  of  the 
House;  and,  though  I  am  fully  con- 
vinced, that  all  the  sums  are  stated  as 
low  as  possible,  I  will  take  the  sums 
as  I  find  them  in  this  official  document, 
presented  by  Perceval  himself,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed  by  the  House, 
who  have  not  had  any  such  account 
published  since  that  time,  and  who,  I 
dare  say,  will  never  do  the  like  again. 
In  this  account  the  names  and  sums  of 
the  following  Sinecurei  are  to  be  found. 
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and  thus  they  stood,  of  course,  before 

the  Marquis  of  Buckingham's  death, 

in  1814. 

Pounds  a  year 

Lard  Arden's    38,574 

Mr.  Garnier's    1'2,158 

Earl  of  Biickinglianishire's 11,094 

Hon.  TUomas  Knox  and  V.  Kuox  10,023 

Mar<^uis  ot  Buckingham's 23,093 

Marquis  Camden's   23,11 7 

118.059 
Thus,  then,  in  1814,  these  six  Sine- 
cures amounted  to  more  than  the 
100,000  pounds.  Lord  Camden 
surrendered  his,  or,  at  least,  the 
greater  part  of  it,  in  February  last, 
o/Zer  all  our  "  clamour"  as  it  is  called  ; 
and,  therefore,  I  must  include  it  in 
my  next  statement. 

Pounds  a  year. 

Marquis  Camden's    23,117 

Hon.  T.  Kuox  and  V.  KnoxN    • .     10,023 

Lord  Ardeo'i    •     38,574 

Mr.  Garnier's    12,158 

Earl  of  Buckinghamshire's 11,094 

Lord    Henry   and    Lord     Robert 

Seymour    •••     12.511 

107,477 
Thus,  then,  these  sfx  Sinecures 
ameunted  to  more  than  the  100,000 
pounds  a  year  of  the  Courier.  But, 
let  us  see  WHAT  WE  HAVE  LEFT; 
and,  whether  we  cannot  still  muster 
the  100,000  pound*  a  year,  without 
going  very  far. 

Pounds  a  year. 

Hon. T.  and  V.  Knox's, 10.023 

Loid  Ardm's    •     S8,n74 

Mr.  Garuier's    12,158 

Earl  of  BuckingliamHhire's 11,094 

Lord  H.  aud  Lord  R.  Seymour's  .     12,511 

Lord  Ellenborough's    7,591 

Hon.  S.  Kenyon  (Lord  Kenyon's 

brother) 4,986 

John  Ley «...       8,OiO 

Thomas  Thurlow 5,720 

Marquis  Wellesiey  and  W.  Pole  .       4,201 

114.868 


Here,  then,  I  have  proved  to  you, 
the  Laborious  Classes,  that  either  the 
Courier  has  published  an  atrocious 
falshood,  or,  that  the  Committee  do 
not  recommend  enough  to   be   done 
even  for  the  next  generation.     But,  I 
must  not  stop  here.     Th«  impudence 
of  this  statement  of  the  Courier  (wlio 
has  no  prompters  of  course),  is  not  yet 
half  exposed.     We  see,  that  there  are 
during  the  whole  of  this   generation 
to     be     ten    Sinecures    left,      which 
amount   to    more   than    the    100,000 
pounds  a  year  ;   but,  if  the  Courier 
speaks  truth,  all  the  r<?i/areto  remain 
even  after  this  generation  shall  all  be 
in  their  graves     Aud,  what  is  that  red^ 
think  you  ?    Why,  they   amount,  in 
England.,  heland^  and  Scotland.,  leav- 
ing out  the  colonies.,  of  vvhich  we  shall 
speak  by-and-by,  to  more  than  rt /twn- 
fi^ref/Sinecure places, and  th-^  whole  sum 
they  amount  to  exceeds  a  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  pounds  a  year  !  So  that, 
together  with  those  stated  to  be  still  in 
existence,  as  above,  the  whole  annual 
sum,  which  the  nation  has  to  pay   on 
this  account  during  the  present  gene- 
ration  is  more  than  two  hundred  and 
fifty   thousand  pounds  a  year;    and, 
during/M^wre  generations  to  more  than 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds 
a  year  !    And  yet  this  impudent  hire- 
ling, while  he  tells  us,  that  the  taking 
off  of  100,000  pounds  a   y€ar  in  the 
next  generation  is  all  that  this  Com- 
mittee, with  the  utmost  degree  oi'-^  sin- 
cerity.,   energy,  and  expedition.,'*'  have 
been  able  to  accomplish,  he  bids  the 
people  look  upon  this  as  "  a  sweeping 
"  abolition  of  Sinecures,  as  complete  as 
"  the  most  zealousReformers  can  zc'sh"'!. 
Thus,  then,  J  have  already  fulfilled 
my  promise,  and  have  stripped  this  de* 
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ception  stark  nailed.  But,  we  are  still 
only  BEGINNING  the  exposure. 
We  are  only  upon  the  threshold  of 
this  immense  and  dark  labyrinth  ;  andj 
with  Mr.  Courier's  permission  (for  he 
is  the  dog  that  guards  the  den)  we  will 
walk  in,  taking  the  torch  of  truth  in 
our  hands,  and  poking  our  heads  into 
every  hole  and  corner.  I  am  aware, 
that  we  shall  be  accused  of  ill-manners 
for  doing  this ;  I  am  aware,  that  the 
Courier  will  call  us  a  Swinish  Multi- 
tude, and  will  say,  that  it  is  a  shame 
for  such  fellows  to  break  in  upon  the 
privacy  of  so  many  delicate  ladies  and 
gentlemen,  of  all  ages,  some  of  them 
tottering  on  the  verge  of  the  grave, 
and  others  coming  into  their  teens.  I 
am  aware,  that  there  are  others,  who 
will  call  you  poor  deluded  creatures^ 
and  me  a  designing,  artful  spreader  of 
^' poison''^  and  "  veno?n''\  But,  in 
spite  of  all  this,  in  I  mean  to  walk  ; 
and,  if  you  are  disposed  to  follow  me, 
come  on  I 

An  account  of  our  discoveries  will 
be  given  in  ray  next.  In  the  mean 
while  I  remain  most  sincerely  your 
friend, 

Wm.  cobbett. 

23dJune^  1817. 
P.  Script, — Since  my  last  but  one, 
in  which  I  noticed  the  loan,  intended 
to  be  made  to  the  parishes,  I  have  re- 
ceived a  news-paper,  containing  a  little 
more  information  upon  this  subject 
than  I  then  possessed.  In  this  paper, 
I  find  the  following  statement :  "  Em- 
^'ployment  of  the  Poor. — In  the  House 
^'  of  Commons  on  Monday  night,  the 
'^  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  brought 
''  forward  his  plan  for  the  employr 
"  ment  of  the  poor.     The  sums  pro- 


^^  posed  to  be  voted  are,  for  England, 
*«  1,500,0001.  in  Exchequer  Bills  ; 
'^  and  for  Ireland,  250,0001.  out  of  the 
''  Consolidated  Fund  of  that  kingdom. 
"  Commissioners  are  to  be  appointed, 
"  who  are  to  be  empowered  to  advance 
"  loans  to  Corporations  and  other 
"  Bodies,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
"  Harbours  or  Canals,  or  to  Trustees 
^^  of  Roads,  or  to  any  persons  engaged 
"  in  public  works  now  in  progress  or 
''•  about  to  undertake  ihem.  Advances 
"  are  to  be  made  on  the  security  of 
''  poor  rates  in  England.  No  advance 
'^  to  be  made  to  any  parish  except  in 
''  cases  in  which  the  rate  was  double 
'^  the  average  of  the  tuo  preceding 
''years.  Manufacturers  of  Birming- 
^'  ham  and  other  places  io  be  assisted 
"  with  loans.  The  250,000/.  to  be 
"  voted  for  Ireland  is  to  be  employed 
''  in  the  completion  of  public  works  or 
''  the  encouragement  of  the  fisheries. 
''  The  Exchequer  Bills  to  be  payable 
'^  in  the  year  1820.  Security  to  be 
"  taken  for  the  payment  of  the  several 
"  advances  by  instalments,  so  that  the 
"  whole  shall  be  repaid  by  the  time 
''  the  Exchequer  Bills  become  payable 
"  by  the  State.  However,  if  it  be 
"  deemed  expedient  to  allow  a  further 
^^  time,  the  Commissioners  are  to  be 
''  empowered  to  extend  it  for  six  or 
'\  seven  years  from  the  period  of  mak- 
"  ing  the  loan.  The  interest  on  the 
"  advances  is  io  be  five  per  cent.  The 
'*  Exchequer  Bills  bear  an  interest  only 
''  of  3  1-4  per  cent.  The  difference 
•'  therefore,  between  3  1-4  and  5  per 
''  cent,  is  intended  to  defray  the  ex- 
"  pences  of  the  Commissioners,  and 
"  the  other  charges  attending  the  loan. 
"  In  case  of  any  failure  in  payment, 
''  the  Crowp  is  not  to  have  priority 
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"  over  any  other  creditor,  except  with 
*'  the  consent   of  the  creditors  them- 
*'  selves.     The    resolutions    proposed 
*'  were  agreed  to  and  are  to  be  taken 
^^  into  further  consideration  on  Friday, 
'^  when  a  bill,  embodying  the  details  of 
''  the  plan  will  be  introduced.     It  zcas 
''  generally  agreed  that  the    utmost 
^^  l^ossible   dispatch   should    be   used. 
•'  The  objections  io  the  measure  were, 
"  that  the  encouragement  to  prosecute 
'^  public  works  would  tend  further  io 
''  depress   the   price  of  land ;  that  it 
*•  would  be  better  to  advance  money 
*'  for  the  cultivation  of  the  waste  lands, 
^^  and  the  promoting  the  iviland  navi- 
''  gation  of  the  country ;  that  the  Ma- 
*'  nufacturers  did  not  want  capital,  but 
'•  markets;  that  the  advance  of  money 
"  would  not  find  them  markets  ;  that 
''  with  respect  to  the  Poors'  Rates,  the 
"  relief  to   be  afforded   was  in  cases 
*'  where  the  rates  had  become  so  high 
*'  as  to  be  nearly  bankrupt.     What 
''  valid  security  then  could  they  give 
"  for  repayment  of  loans.     But  those 
*'  objections,''     the     Courier     says, 
''  whatever  weight  may  be   in  them, 
'^  fades  away  before  the  necessity  of  the 
"  case.     Distress  is  occasioned  by  the 
**  want  of  employment  for  the  poor. 
^'  The  plan  tends  to  relieve  that  distress 
'*  in  the  best  possible  way,  by  fumish- 
''  ing  employment.     The  relief  aflord- 
^'  ed  may  not  extend  to  all  cases;  but 
''  do  not  let  us,  because  we  cannot  ap- 
'*  ply  a  complete  and  perfect  remedy, 
'*  reject  a  partial  one »^* 

Pray  mark  these  concluding  words! 
What,  then,  the  "  necessity  of  the 
case"  is  so  pressing,  that  objections  of 
weight  "  all  Jade  away  before  it.^^ 
This  necessity  must  be  Canning's 
''  Glorious  Sun"  to  be  sure ?  For  its 


powers  of  fading  appear  to  be  seri- 
ously great.  It  is  generally  in  the  na- 
ture of  the  rays  of  the  Sun  to  vivify 
and  cheer  ;  but  this  Sun  of  Canning 
and  Stewart,  withers  things  up.  But, 
if  you  remember,  these  persons,  and 
the  like  of  them,  the  Giffokds,  the 
SouTiiF.YS,  and  all  the  tribe,  charged 
us  with  exaggerating  the  distress. 
They  said,  that  we  invented  stones  of 
woe.  They  said,  that  we  represented 
the  country  as  ruined,  because  we 
wished  it  to  be  so,  and  not  because  it 
was  so.  And,  they  themselves  now 
say,  that  this  scheme,  however  objeC' 
iionable^  must  be  adopted  on  account 
of  the  pressing  necessity  of  the  case. 
^'  It  was  generally  agreed,  that  the 
''  utmost  possible  dispatch  should  be 
*■'  used."  Bless  us !  They  are  in  a 
terrible  haste!  They  were  slower  in 
their  movements  some  time  back. 

My  good,  suffering  countrymen  ; 
you,  whose  kind  wishes  do,  I  am  sure, 
follow  me  in  my  retreat  from  before 
i\\Q  Warrants  of  Castlereagh  and  Sid- 
mouth  ;  you  will  not  need  to  hear  re- 
peated, in  this  place,  all,  or  any  of, 
my  predictions^  relative  to  this  sub- 
ject. You  will  recollect,  that,  for  the 
last  13  years,  I  have  foretold,  that 
ruin  to  the  nation  must  be  the  result 
of  pursuing  the  present  system.  At 
the  very  time,  when  the  deluded  (^really 
deluded)  people  were  induced  to  re- 
joice at  the  success  over  Napoleon ; 
when  the  roasting  of  Oxen,  the  ringing 
of  Bells,  the  Fetes  in  the  Parks,  and  all 
the  other  delusions  were  going  on;  I 
then^  in  the  midst  of  all  that,  called 
upon  my  countrymen  to  prepare  for 
days  of  most  terrible  calamity  and  mi- 
sery. I,  then^  told  them,  that  the 
price  of  the  restoration  of  the  Bour« 
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bons  would  be  the  destruction  of  li- 
berty and  of  happiness  in  England.  In 
1814,  in  February,  I  went  to  Mr. 
Waking's,  at  Pear-Tree  Green,  near 
Southampton,  to  look  at  his  Drilling- 
Machine^  and,  being  invited  into  the 
parlour,  where  the  ladies  were  at 
breakfast,  one  of  them  asked  me,  whe- 
ther I  did  not  believe,  that  Napoleon 
would  soon  be  put  down.  I  said,  1 
did  not  know  what  to  think^  but,  thit 
I  hoped  he  would  not.  "  Lord!  Mr. 
"  Cobbett !"  they  all  exclaimed,  "  Whi/ 
*'  do  you  hope  so  ?"  '^  Because,"  said 
1,  "  t  do  not  wish  George  Rose  to 
"  hsivekisfoot  upon  my  neck:  itisquite 
^'  enough  in  all  conscience  for  him  to 
*'  have  his  hand  in  my  pocket." 
<'  But,"  said  Mr.  Waring,  "  how 
*'  wou!d  the  fall  of  Napoleon  tend  to 
^'  bring  Rose's  foot  upon  your  neck  ?" 
"  You  will  .«fee,"  replied  I,  "  if  th^t 
«  fall  should  take  place."  If  Mr. 
Waring  should  read  this  Register,  he 
will  remember  that  conversation,  and 
will  be  able  to  judge,  whether  the  pre- 
diction be,  or  be  not,  now  fulfilled, 
except,  indeed,  that  a  local  change  has 
put  my  neck  beyond  the  reach  of 
Creorge's  foot. 


said  I,  ^'  we  cannet  sit  down  to  sup- 
^'^tryet:  we  have  not  paid  the  ex- 
"  pences  of  the  play :  we  have  no  mo- 
''  ney  for  a  supper  :  our  heads  are 
^'  turned  with  glory:  but  our  bellies 
''  and  our  hearts  will  have  to  be 
"  pinched  and  wrung  for  years,  and 
"  years  yet  to  come." 

In  (he  face  of  all  the  boastings  and 
all  the  delusions  of  the  last  five  years, 
I  have  continued  to  predict  ruin  and 
misery.  I  have,  over  and  over  again, 
detailed  the  causes,  and  described  the 
eflfects  that  would  arise  from  these 
causes;  and,  I  have  all  along  said, 
that,  at  last,  the  several  ranks  of  the 
people  would  be  pressed  down  one 
upon  another,  *'  'till,  in  the  end,  there 
"  would  be  7^0  means  left  of  feeding  the 
"'poor  out  of  the  rates.^*  Would  it 
nyt  have  been  better,  then,  for  the 
Parliament  to  have  listened  to  my  ad^ 
vice  than  to  have  armed  Sidmoutu  and 
Castlereagh  with  warrants  to  put 
people  into  prison  at  their  pleasure  ? 
I  told  Mr.  Vansittart,  long  and  long 
ago,  that  his  situation  was  very  differ- 
ent from  that  of  Mr.  Pitt  in  1794;  that 
the  "  suspension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus 
"  would  now  give  no  assistance,  seeing 
When  Napoleon  was  finally  in  the    'c  that  it  was  misery^  and  not  sedition^ 


fangs  of  his  enemies,  did  I  join  in  the 
.exultation  ?  No  :  I  said,  that  the  reck- 
i&ning  remained  to  he  paid^  "the 
^'  dreadful  account  remained  to  be  set- 
"^^  tied,"  and  that  miseries  unnumbered 
were  in  store  for  those,  who  were  then 
4runk  with  joy  at  their  fancied  suc- 
cess! This  very  hireling  slave,  the 
owner  of  the  Courier,  exclaimed, 
when  he  gave  the  account  of  Napo- 
leon's capture,  or,  rather,  of  his  sur- 
render, "  The;)%  is  over  I  We  may 
"  now  sit  down  to  supper!'^     "  No  !'' 


"  or  pretended  seditioi),  that  he  had  to 
''  contend  with."  I'said  this  in  print 
more  than  tzi'o  years  ago  j  for  even 
then  I  expected  «//,  yea  all,  that  has 
come  to  pass.  On  the  night,  when 
the  village  of  Botley  was  illuminated 
and  the  windows  decorated  with  lau- 
rel, and  while  I  was  sitting  in  my  par- 
lour in  a  more  serious  mood  than  I 
have  hardly  ever  been  in  at  any  other 
hour  of  my  life,  my  wife  endeavoured 
to  cheer  me  up  by  observing,  that  the 
people  would,  in  time,  see  their  er- 
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ror ;  "  Yes,*'  said  I,  "  but  they  will 
''  see  it  when  it  will  be  too  late. 
''  Great  and  terrible  suflferiiigs  will 
''  be  brought  upon  this  nation  ;  for, 
*'  rely  upon  it,  that  when  the  system 
"  comes  into  its  last  agonies,  it  will 
*'  make  most  desperate  struggles.^* 

Well,  my  kind-hearted  country- 
men, on  whose  indulgence  I  rely  upon 
this  occasiouv  all  my  forebodings  and 
foretellings  have  been  verified  to  the 
very  letter.  There  is  the  System ! 
Look  at  it !  Is  it,  or  is  it  not,  in  its 
iast  agonies  f  And,  does  it  not  make 
desperate  struggles  and  plunges  ?  It 
has  got  Power-of-Imprisonment  Bills; 
it  has  got  new  treason  Bills  ;  it  has  got 
Sedition  Bills ;  it  has  got  new  checks 
on  the  press.  But,  as  I  have  a  thou- 
sand times  told  the  Old  Crazy  Thing, 
these  will  not  enable  it  to  poy  the 
Fundholdersy  or  to  feed  the  Poor. 
And,  we  now  see  the  Crazy  Thing, 
talking  by  its  oracle,  the  Courier, 
About  borrozoing  money  to  be  lent  to 
"^help  to  feed  the  Poor,  while  those  very 
-  Poor  are  invited  to  put  their  surplus 
earnings  into  Saving  Banks!  We 
See  the  Crazy  Thing  proposing  to  lend 
money  to  add  to  the  quantity  of  ma- 
nufactures, while  one  immediate  cause 
of  the  misery  is,  that  there  is  no  sale 
for  one  half  of  the  manufactures  jiow 
made.  We  see  it  proposing  to  lend 
money  to  encourage  the  fisheries  to 
add  to  the  quantity  of  human  food, 
while  it  has  a  Bill  to  keep  up  the 
price  of  corn,  the  cheapness  of  corn 
having,  as  the  Crazy  Thing  asserted, 
been  the  cause  of  temporary  distress. 
We  hear  it  now  complaining  of  a  sur- 
plus population^  while,  only  last  year, 
it  complained  of  a  surplus  of  food^ 
and  while,  only  five  years  ago,  it 
cited  the  increase  of  the  population 


as  an  undeniable  proof  of  the  in- 
creased prosperity  and  wealth  and 
power  of  the  country. 

But,  amidst  all  this  crazy  work> 
there  peeps  out  a  fact,  sufficient,  one 
would  think,  to  stun  even  a  mad  crea- 
ture into  its  senses  ;  and,  that  is,  that, 
though  a  million  and  a  half  of  pounds 
are  to  go  to  as4st  the  parishes  in 
Great  Britain,  none  of  it  is  to  be  ad- 
vanced to  any  parish,  the  poor-rates 
in  which  have  not,  during  the  last 
year,  amounted  to  double  the  average 
amount  of  the  rates  of  the  two  precC" 
ding  years!  So  that,  if  the  misery- 
fall  short  of  double  the  quantity  of 
the  misery  of  either  of  the  two  last 
years;  it  is  not  yet  enough  to  call  for 
relief ! 

Can  such  a  state  of  things  last  ? 
The  very  hirelings  themselves  say, 
'^  no."  But,  they  hold  out  hopes, 
that  things  will  come  about!  So  they 
did  last  year ;  so  they  did  the  year 
before ;  and  so  they  will  next  year^ 
even  though  they  should  be  unable  to 
shew  how  another  meal  for  the  Poor 
is  to  be  purchased;  and  though  the 
''  sudden  transition  from  war  to 
peace"  will  then  no  longer  serve  their 
turn,  even  with  the  base  ideots,  whose 
last  acre  is  now  sliding  away  f^pt^m 
under  them. 

Why,  America  had  a  very  sudden 
transition  from  war  to  peace ;  much 
more  sudden  than  we  had.  And, 
why  is  there  no  misery  here  ?  Here 
I  pay  a  day-labouring  man  a  dollar^ 
in  silver,  for  his  day's  work,  and  give 
him  a  quart  of  cider  that  cantiot  be 
bought  in  England  for  a  shilling. 
And  this  man  buys  his  veal  and  mutton 
and  pork,  at  Jive  pence  a  poundy 
English  money.  The  very  same  Eng- 
lish salt^  for  which  you  give  20  shiU 
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lings,  English,  a  bushpl,  he  buys  lor 
three  Euj^lish  shilliiig-  a  bushel.  Soap 
candles,  sugar,  tea,  tobacco,  all  for 
about  tzco'thirds  of  the  price  ihar  you 
pay  for  them  of  the  same  quality,  j 
have  never  yet  seen,  or  heard  of,  a 
pauper  or  a  heggar  since  I  have  beeit 
here.  The  cause  of  this,  is,  thaf, 
here  the  taxes  are  so  li^ht,  i\vAi  thr 
people  who  raise  the  good  things  of 
the  world  have  their  full  share  of  the 
enjoyment  of  them.  Why  do  you 
pay  20^.  for  a  bushel  of  that  very 
same  salt  that  the  men  here  pay  only 
3^.  for  ?  It  is  made  in  England^  and 
the  people  here  have  to  pay  all  the 
expences  of  bringing  it  here.  But, 
then,  tliere  is  a  salt-tax  for  you  to 
pay,  which  amounts  to  a  million  and 
a  half  of  pomids  a  year  ?  This,  my 
fi lends, ^s  the  cause  of  your  miseries; 
this  Taxing  Work ;  and  not  "  a  sud- 
<"'  den  transition  from  war  to  peace," 
as  the  sons  and  daughters  of  corrup- 
tion would  have  you  believe;  and, 
never,  'till  a  Reformed  Parliament 
has  the  guardianship  of  the  nation's 
purse  will  you  know  one  day  of  hap< 
piness.  Persevere  in  your  principles, 
and  that  day  is  at  no  great  distance. 
Let  your  enemies  work  on.  They 
arc  safe  in  the  mire.  The  more  they 
plunge,  the  deeper  they  will  get. 
The  exposure  of  them,  so  long  as  I 
am  able  to  use  a  pen  shall  have  no 
limit  in  its  circulation  but  the  limit  of 
the  English  Language.  The  hirelings 
affected  to  laugh  at  my  promise  to 
revive  my  labours.  This  day  ends, 
however,  only  the  seventh  week  since 
I  landed  in  America,  and  this  very 
day  I  send  off  to  England,  my  seventh 
Register,  having  sent  oft'  six  before, 
^nd  having  y)ublished  four  out  of  the 
seven  at  New  York,  word  for  word, 
as  I  send  them  off  to  England. 

I  had  nearly  forgotten  one  point, 
which  is  of  very  material  consequence. 
When  we  said,  that  the  Soup-Kettle 
was  not  the  way  to   provide  for  the 


Labouring  Classes ;  but,  that  they 
sljould  not  be  taxed  so  heavily,  and 
then  they  would  be  able  to  provide 
lor  themselves  out  of  their  own  earn- 
ings; the  hirelings  of  the  press  turned 
round  upon  us,  and  called  us  inhuman 
fellows,  who  did  not  like  to  see  the 
people  relieved.  So  now,  I  dare  say, 
rhey  will  pretend,  that  this  million  and 
a  half  to  be  lent  to  the  parishes  is  a 
mere  gift  from  the  Parliament;  and 
an  act  of '^  enlightened  benevolence  ;^^ 
a  work  of  pure  chatity  performed  by 
the  Ministers  and  the  rest  of  the  Lords 
and  Gentlemen.  Do  not  believe  the 
hirelinjss  for  one  moment.  It  i  sa  mil- 
lion and  a  half  of  the  taxes^  which  you 
and  others  have  paid  on  your  salt,  soap, 
beer,  candles,  sugar,  tea  and  other 
things.  It  is  your  own  money  lent  to 
you  ;  and,  therefore,  though  it  is  non- 
sense tosuppose,  that  you  will  ever  pay 
it  back,  there  will  be  no  harm  done  ia 
that.  Yet  you  will  hear  all  the  hire- 
lings crying  up  this  loan  as  a  proof  of 
the  kindness  and  tenderness  of  the  Mi- 
nisters towards  the  people  ;  as  a  proof 
of  their  great  and  constant  care  of  the 
people's  welfare!  Their  tenderness  for 
you  has,  within  the  last  six  months, 
been  shown  in  so  many,  and  in  such 
strong  lights,  howerer,  that  you  can 
hardly  misunderstand  it ;  and  there- 
fore, confiding  in  your  good  sense, 
public  spij-it,  and  real  loyalty,  I  leave 
this  tenderness  to  be  judged  of  by 
yourselves  ;  and  remain  always  your 
faithful  friend 

Wm.  Cobbett. 


Next  week,  A  Peep  into  the  Den. 


Errors  in  No.  19« 

In  page  6i5,  line  2  from  the  bottoo,  for 
"  listen  me,"  read  listm  to  me.  In  page 
623,  line  4  from  the  bottom,  for  "  man'' 
read  men. 


(Entered  a-t  fetatlonetgi'  l^alU 
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PEEP  INTO  THE    DEN 


OF 


SINECURES,   PENSIONS,   AND 
GRANTS. 

ADDRESSED  TO  THE 

Labouring   Classes    m    England, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland. 

North  Hampstead,  Long  Island^ 
July  Uh,  1817^ 

Friends  and  Fellow  Countrymen, 

Writing  the  date  of  this  Letter 
puts  me  in  mind  of  the  circumstance, 
that  this  day  is  the  only  one  ^hich 
is  celebrated  as  a  festival  by  the  Peo- 
ple of  this  country.  It  was  on  the 
4th  of  July,  that  they  declared  them- 
selves independent  of  England. 
They  succeeded  in  establishing  that 
Independence,  after  a  long  and  ardu- 
ous struggle  against  the  English 
fleets  and  armies,  and  against  the 
Brunswickers,  Hessians,  and  other 
German  Troops,  hired  hy  our  Govern- 
ment of  the  German  Princes.  The 
ground  of  that  memorable  quarrel 
was,  that  the  g:overnment  wanted  to 
tax  the  Ainericans  without  lettiny  them 
send  Members  to  Parliament.  Upon 
this  ground  the  people  here  resisted  ; 


and,  in  the  House  of  Lords,  Lord 
Chatham,  the  father  of  Pitt,  said, 
that  they  had  "  a  right  to  resist," 
and  that  he  "  rejoiced  that  they  had 
•'  resisted.'''^  This  Revolution,  which 
has  led  to  such  mightj^  consequences 
in  the  world,  and  v.  hicli  was  the  first 
great  blow  given  io  Despotism  and 
Superstition,  was  built  upon  the  foun- 
dation :  that  he  who  is  taxed  without 
his  own  consent  is  a  slave.  He  may  call 
himself  what  he  will;  but,  if  he  has 
no  voice  in  the  making  of  the  laws,  by 
which  he  is  liable  to  be  punished,  and 
by  which  his  property  is  taken  away 
and  applied  to  the  use  of  others,  he  is, 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  a  slave. 

Bearing'  in  our  recollection  these 
eternal  principles,  to  stnte  which,  in 
this  place,  I  have  been  led  by  the  date 
of  this  Letter,  we  will  now  proceed  to 
t?ke  a  Peep,  at  least,  into  the  Den. 
To  c:o  into  everv  hole  and  comer  of  it 
was  my  intention;  but,  I  am  afraid 
that  v.e  shall  not  have  time,  without 
omitting  to  notice  other  thingd  of  still 
greater  importance,  which  iiiust  soon 
press  forward  and  demand  our  imme- 
diate attention ;  for,  6tir  liewii  ffom 
England  is  now  very  old,  being  no 
later  than  the  Ath  of  May,  something 
very  extraordtna^y,  and  it  leads  some 
persons  to  belice,  that  the  Thing 
(whatever  it  be  now  called)  has,  for 
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some  pressing  reason,  resorted  to  art 
Embargo.    I  am  not  one  of  those  who 
think  this.     The  time  is  not  yet  come 
for  such  measures.     Let  us  see  ano- 
ther year   over  our  heads  first,   and 
then,  if  no  good  and  effectual  mea- 
sures  be   adopted,    we  may   expect 
news  that  will  make  even  the  agents 
of  Castlereagh  prick  up  their  ears. 
To  digress  a  little  further,  I  see,  that 
Mr.  G  ARROW  is  stated  to  he,  promoted 
from    Attorney-General   to  be   a 
PUISNE   Baron   of   the  Exchequer. 
This  is  what  never  took  place  before, 
within  the  memory  of  man,  except  in 
the  case  of  Gibbs,  when  «  total  change 
of    ministry    was     expected.      But, 
coolly   and   quietly  and   by  choice  to 
quit  the  post  of  Attorney -General  to 
become    a   Puisne    Judge,    is   quite 
astonishing.     Shepherd,  it  seems,  is 
the    new    Attorney-General.     Now, 
whether  Sir  Wm.  Garrow,  like  the 
Irish  Witness,   thought  he  had  done 
quite  enough  ;  or  w^hether  a  more  able 
and  more  sturdy  hand  was  wanted  in 
his   place   to   perform  the  remairiing. 
worki  are  questions  that  I  cannot  de- 
termine.   But,  I  have  remarked,  that, 
when  the  Courier  has  had  any  of  its 
praises  to  bestow  on  the  acts  of  the 
Law  Officers,  it  has  mentioned  only 
Sir  Samuel   Shepherd.     It  was  Sir 
Samuel  Shepherd'' s  opinion,  that  my 
son  owed  80,000  pounds  to  the  Stamp 
Office  !    It  was  Sir  Samuel  Shepherd, 
we    were   told,   who.  was  Lord    Sid- 
mouth's  great  law-authority  for    his 
Circular  Mandate  to  the  Magistrates. 
And,  really,  1  am  disposed  to  believe, 


that  Sir  William  Garrow  was,  not 
quite  quick  enough  at  discovering  law 
to  suit  the  present  times  and  circum- 
stances. However,  a  short  lime  will 
make  this  matter  clear  to  me  ;  for  as 
soon  as  I  get  my  files  of  Couriers,  I 
shall  see  what  has  been  the  real  cause 
of  this  change,  so  unexpected,  and  so 
unusual. 

In  coming   now  to   the   proposed 
subject  of  this  Letter,  you  will  bear  in 
mind,  my  friends,  that  the  Courier 
had   told  us,  that  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee had  abolished  all  the  Sinecures  ! 
That  they  all  did  not  amount  to  more 
than   100,000  pounds  a  j^ear.     But, 
that,  the  fact  is,  none  are  abolished  ; 
that  all  the  holders  are  to  hold  them 
for  life;  and,  that,  as  many  of  them 
are  settled  in  reversion,  iki'dX  is  to  say, 
upon  the  sons,  daughters,    or  other 
successors,   of  the    present    holders, 
and  as   none  of  these  interests  are  to 
be  affected  by  the  report,  these  latter 
may  continue  for  a  hundred  years  to 
come;  and  this  is  what  the  Courier 
called  *^  a  sweeping  abolition,  as  com- 
^^  plete  as  any  Reformer  can  wish  !" 
We  must  bear  in  mind,  too,  that,  even 
after  Ct   hundred  years,  a  very  great 
part  of  the  sinecures  will  remain,  if 
only  100,000  pounds  a  year  be  to  be 
abolished  at  that  time,  in  consequence 
of  this  Report, 

But  this  famous  Report  does  not 
touch  the  Sinecures  in  the  Colonies! 
And,  why  not  ?  Why  not  touch  them  ? 
Are  not  (hey  paid  by  the  nation?  Do 
not  \.\i%  people  of  England  pay  for  . 
fleets    and    armies   io  defend   those 
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colonies?  Do  not  the  people  pay  a  tax 
on  every  thing  that  comes  from  those 
colonies  ?  Yes,  and  the  people  of 
America,  who  pay  for  no  fleets  and 
armies  to  defend  those  colonies,  are 
supplied  with  sugar,  coffee  and  rum, 
cheaper  than  the  people  of  England 
are  by  more  than  one  third.  The 
truth  is,  that  the  Sinecures  in  the 
Colonies  are  paid  by  the  People  at 
home  just  as  much  as  the  Sinecures  at 
home  are ;  and  whi/  they  were  omitted 
by  the  Committee  in  their  "  Sweeping^' 
Report  it  may  remain  for  the  Cou- 
rier to  tell  us.  In  the  mean  while 
we  will  proceed  with  our  inquiry. 

The  Sinecures  in  the  Colonies 
amount  to  76,546  pounds  a  year,  ex- 
clusive of  those  in  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  the  Isle  of  France,  and  Malta, 
which,  probably  amount  to  as  much 
more ;  for,  many  of  the  Noble  Lords 
and  their  sons  and  a  great  many  of 
the  Right  Hon.  and  Hon.  Gentlemen 
jEill  the  offices  of  Clerks,  Harbour- 
Rasters  ^JVavaUOfficern,  Tide-  Waiters^ 
^oUectors^  Surveyors^  &c.  &c.  in  those 
countries,  which  countries  they  have 
never  seen,  except  upon  the  map,  if 
they  have  seen  them  even  there.  Some 
of  these  offices  are  filled  by  ivomen, 
and  by  fine  Ladies  too;  and  some  by 
children  s  but,  then,  these  children 
are  of  high  blood.,  and,  of  course,  they 
have  extraordinary  faculties. 
I  Without  going  an  inch  further,  then, 
I  we  have  Sinecures  to  the  amount  of 
400,000  a  year.  But,  was  it  Sine- 
cures alone  that  we  complained  of? 


No :  we  complained  of  ''  Sinecures, 
"  Pensions  and  Grants,  not  fully  me^ 
"  ritedby  well-known  public  services." 
Now  of  Pensions  and   Grants,  there 
are  in  the  official  account  before  me, 
Eleven  hundred  and  nine  ^names,  re- 
ceiving in  the  whole,  642,621  pounds 
a  year!   And,   observe   well,   that   I 
have  not  included  here    one    single 
person,  who   has   any  pretension   to 
public  merit  of  any  kind  whatsoever, 
except  the  "  Late  foreign  Ministers y* 
and  it  is  very  clear  that  they  ought  to 
have  no  pensions  at  all.     They  are 
paid  enormous  salaries  while  in  ser- 
vice ;  >heir  expences  going  and  com- 
ing are  all  paid ;  they  have  an  enor- 
mous service  of  plate   as   an    out-fit, 
which    they  keep;    and,   when   they 
have  finished  their  employment,  what 
right  have  they   to  any  thing  more? 
When  a  man  has  served  his  master  for 
a  year,  or  for  20  years,  does  not  the 
master  cease  to  pay  him  as  soon  as  he 
ceases  to  wftrk  ?  W^hen  a  war  is  over 
are  not  the  soldiers  sent  way  without 
any  pay  for  the  rest  of  their  lives,  ex- 
cept in  the  case  of  wounds,  and  what 
foreign  minister  gets  wounded  ?  The 
officers  of  the  army  have,  indeed,  ^a^- 
pay,  but,  then,  they  have.bought  their 
commissions;  and,  besides,  they  have 
been  in  the  service  so  long  that  they 
are  capable  of  being  in  no  other  sort 
of  employ;  and,    in  the  navy,  they 
are  actually  bred  up  to  the  business 
from  their  infancy.  Why,  then,  these 
immense  sums    to    the    late    foreign 
Ministers,  whose  bodies  are  as  strong, 
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and  who  can  find  employment  the 
same  as  before?  Besides,  no  other 
nation  wastes  its  means  in  this  way. 
The  American  foreign  Ministers  re- 
ceive, while  on  service,  each  of  them 
about  a  fifth  part  as  much  per  year  as 
Canning  received  per  year  while  he 
was  at  Lisbon,  and  thejf^  receive  no 
pensions  after  their  employment 
teases.  But,  theiir,  the  American 
people  have  not  the  satisfaction  to  sec 
such  men  as  Canning  rolling  in  his 
chariot,  while  they  eat  grains  and 
butter-milk!  The  American  People 
have  not  the  honour  to  pay  20*.  a 
bushel  for  English  salt;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  I  now  actually  pay  2j,  6d, 
English  monfey  for  that  v^ry  salt^  for 
which  I  used  to  give  20*.  a  bushel  in 
London,  and  19*.  a  bushel  at  Botley. 
People  here  give  salt  to  their  cattle  in 
great  abundance  and  to  surprising  ad- 
vantage *,  they  take  their  hay  in  some- 
iimes  almost  green,  and  throw  salt 
amongst  it,  which  makes  it,  they  say, 
as  good  as  hay  made  in  the  general 
way.  Yet  this  very  salt  comes  from 
England,  yea,  is  made  in  that  same 
England,  where  a  poor  man  can 
hardly  get  salt  to  use  with  his  po- 
tatoes!  But,  then,  the  Americans,  as 
I  said  before,  have  not  the  honour 
to  have  Sinecure  Place-men,  Big 
Pensioners,  Great  Grantees,  and 
and  a  long  list  of  ''  Late  Foreign 
Minister^,"  though  the  foreign  affairs 
of  the  country  are  conducted  with 
more  ability  than  those  of  any 
other  nation  in  the  whol6  world.     As 


a  proof  of  this,  compare  the  public 
papers  of  the  American  Foreign  Mi- 
nisters with  the  papers  of  Castlereagh, 
Canning,  Wellesley,  or  any  of  the  rest 
of  themr  Besides,  the  American  Fo- 
reign Ministers  are  always  amongst  the 
very  first  men  in  the  country  for 
talent,  ^V'isdom,  and  integrity.  Of  the 
FIVE  Presidents,  three  have  formerly 
been  Foreign  Ministers.  And,  it  is  to 
men  like  these  that  the  Americans 
give  about  ajifihpart  as  much  as  we 
give  to  such  men  as  Canning  and 
Frere!  But,  then,  the  People  of 
America  do  not  live  upon  butter-mifk 
and  grains  ;  nor  do  they  live  upon  tea 
and  potatoes. 

If,  indeed,  our  Foreign  Ministers 
were  to  serve  'till  they  were  worn-btit, 
as  a  soldier  or  sailor  must  (if  not 
wounded)  in  order  to  get  a  pension, 
the  evil  would  not  be  so  great ;  be- 
cause it  is  clear,  that  we  never  could 
have  above  one  or  two  at  a  time  of 
these  gentlemen  to  keep.  But,  iUe 
fatt  is  just  the  contrary.  Our  fo- 
reign Ministers  serve  only  two  or  three 
yedrSy  and  then  home  they  come  and 
hare  a  pension ybr  life^  and,  indeed, 
it  is  perfectly  notorious,  that  the 
younger  sons  of  those  who  have  seats^, 
are  thus  sent  abroad  to  stay  two  of 
three  years  in  order  to  he  fastened  upok 
the  nation  for  life!  So  that,  there  is 
always  a  long  list  of  these  *5  Late  fo" 
reign  Ministers'''  j  and,  in  the  account 
before  rae,  there  are  no  less  than/orfy 
seven  of  these  persons,  receiving 
51,589  pounds  a  year  out  of  the  earn 
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ings  of  the  people,  who  are  in  the 
deepest  misery  for  want  of  food  and 
clothing  !  There  was  one  of  the 
Wynnes  sent  to  Dresden  for  four 
years ^  from  1803  to  1807,  for  which 
he  has  ever  since  been  receiving  a 
pension  of  1,200  pounds  a  year  !  This 
is  Henry  Watkin  Williams  Wynne. 
Not  "  Squeeking  Wynne",  but  a 
brother  of  his,  and  brother  also  to  Sir 
Jf^atkin,  who  is  sp  famed  for  the  loi/- 
alty^  with  which  he  is  said  to  have 
been  inspired,  during  the  last  war. 
Faith  !  this  loyalty  was  no  such  fooK 
ish  thing  for  Sir  Watkin's  family  ! 
There  are  people,  who  laugh  at  these  ^ 
Wynnes ;  but,  the  Wynnes  might, 
with  much  more  reason,  laugh  at  them. 
This  grave  Embassador  was  about 
twenty  one  years  of  age,  when  he 
went  to  Dresden.  He  is,  of  course, 
row  about  thirty  five;  and,  if  the 
system  were  to  go  on,  ^till  he  were 
threescore  and  ten  years  old,  he  would 
receive  47,600  pounds  in  principal 
money  ;  and,  if  we  were  to  reckon,  as 
we  ought,  the  interest  and  compound 
interest,  he  would  receive  155,400 
pounds,  for  his  four  years  of  service  at 
Dresden  !  Besides  a  thumping  salary 
while  he  was  there!  This  is  no  vi- 
sionary idea,  for  in  the  same  list, 
there  is  a  John  Osborne,  a  relation 
of  the  Duke  of  Leeds,  who  was  en- 
voy at  this  same  petty  Court  of 
Dresden  four  years  from  1771  to 
1775,  and  he  received  a  pension  of 
800  pounds  a  year  up  to  J  808  (the 
4ate  of  the  account  now  before  me) ; 


so  that,  in  1808,  this  gentleman  had 
received,  in  principal  money,  20,400 
pounds,  besides  his  salary  for  four 
year's  Envoyship,  and,  if  he  be  alive 
now,  he  has  received  33,60.0  pounds 
for  the  four  years  service.  The  in- 
terest and  compound  interest,  which 
always  ought  to  be  reckoned  in 
these  cases,  would  make  his  sum 
surpass  a  hundred  thousand  pounds 
for  four  years  envoyship  at  Dresden^ 
besides  his  salary  for  the  four  years, 
I  find  a  Richard  Shepherd  upon  this 
list,  who  is  our  friend  the  great  law 
man's  son.  This  person  was  Charge 
d^affair  at  Munich  for  two  years,  for 
which  he  has  been  receiving  a  pensioij 
of  250  pounds  a  year  for  18  years 
already;  and,  if  his  father  can  find 
law  enough  to  upheld  the  system,  he 
may  receive  it,  or  a  bigger  pension, 
for  40  years  longer,  if  so  long  he  shall 


live ! 


It  is  farcical  to  pretend,  that  these 
pensions  are  given  for  public  services. 
These  are  able  men,  or  they  are  not ; 
if  they  are,  why  not  employ  them  io- 
stead  of  new  ones.  If  they  are  not, 
how  can  they  merit  a  pension  as  late 
foreign  ministers  ?  I  think  it  would 
puzzle  brother  Shepherd  himself  tP 
get  clear  of  this  dilemma. 

No,  no !  The  Reforraeys  prayed 
for  the  abolition,  and  at  once,  too,  of 
^*  all  Sinecures,  Pensions  and  Grants 
"  not  fully  merited  by  ivell-known 
"  public  services ;"  and,  of  course, 
they  prayed  for  the  abolition  of  thf 
cxpence    of   51,589  pounds  a  yeai 
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amongst  the  other  suiJis,  paid  annually 
to  Pensioners  and  Grantees. 

1  have  included  in  my  above  enu- 
meration and  statement  not  one  name, 
not  one  sum,  that  comes  fairly  under 
the  head  of  real  public  services.  There 
may,  indeed,  be  persons  to  differ  from 
me  in  opinion  as  to  what  are  public 
services,  and  what  arenot  public  ser- 
vices. These  persons,  such  as  the 
sublime  and  profound  Lord  Milton, 
for  instance,  would  probably  contend, 
that  the  notorious  Burke's  services 
lyere  really  of  a  public  nature  and  of 
immense  national  benefit.  Of  course, 
he  would  (hink,  that,  though  Burke 
got  a  pension  of  3,000  pounds  a 
year  for  his  own  life,  and  1,200 
pounds  a  year  for  the  life  of  Mrs. 
Burke,  and,  besides  these,  a  grant  of 
2,500  pounds  a  year  for  five  other 
lives  ;  of  course,  Lord  Milton  would 
think,  that  public  money  could  not 
possibly  be  better  laid  out !  This  last 
grant  is  a  most  curious  thing.  The 
pension  for  his  own  life  and  then  one 
for  Mrs.  Burke's  life  after  him  are 
nothing  new.  It  is  no  more  than 
those  provident  gentlemen  and  good 
husbands,  Messrs.  Long,  Huskisson, 
Nepcan,  King,  and  hundreds  of  others 
have  done.  But,  to  provide  before 
hand  a  grant  of  pubHc  money  to  be 
left  to  Executors  at  the  GrarUee's 
death,  is  really  something  more  shame- 
less than  I  should  have  expected  even 
the  shameless  Burke  to  ask ;  and,  I 
leave  the  world  to  guess  at  the  state 
of   abject  subjection,    in  which  Mr. 


Pitt  was,  to  the  Boroughmongers, 
when  he  could  give  his  consent  to  such 
a  profligate  grant,  and  that  too,  to  the 
man,  whom,  of  all  men  living,  he  des- 
pised the  most.  This  Grant  is  so 
great  a  curiosity,  that  I  will  transcribe 
it  word  for  word. 

"  Grant  to  the  Executors  of  the 
"  late  Edmund  Burke,  annual 
'^  amount,  2,500  pounds.  By  autho- 
''  rity  of  two  patents,  dated  24th 
"  Oct.  1795.  That  is  to  say,  1,160 
"  pounds,  during  the  life  of  Lord 
''  Royston  and  the  Hon.  and  Rev. 
"  Anchlld  Grey.  And,  1,340  pounds, 
'^  during  the  life  of  the  Princess 
''  Amelia,  Lord  Althorpe,  and  Wm. 
"  Cavendish,  Esq." 

Now,  whether  a  calculation  of  these 
lives  were  made  and  the  Grant  soldy 
as  it  might  be,  as  soon  as  it  was  ob. 
tained ;  or,  whether  it  really  was  be- 
queathed to  "  Executors^"*  perhaps 
Jjord  Milton  the  sublime,  or  Mr. 
William  Elliot  the  beautiful,  may 
be  able  io  tell ;  but,  1  rather  more 
than  believe,  that  it  was  my  exposure 
of  this  vile  transaction,  in  a  Register 
of  November  last,  which  drew  forth 
from  the  latter,  in  the  month  of  Janu- 
ary, those  vehement  charges  against 
the  publishers  of  '*  ff^eekly  Venom  y" 
and,  at  any  rate,  I  am  quite  sure,  that 
the  nation  continues  to  pay  this  2,500 
pounds  a  year  to  somebody,  and  that 
it  will  continue  io  pay  it  as  long  as 
Lord  MUton  and  Mr.  William  Elliot 
shall  have  seats  in  Parliament. 

What!  And  are  there  men  ia  the 


685] 


August  30,  1817. 


[686 


work!,  not  notorious  robbers,  to  ap- 
prove of  such  things  as  these  !  "  Ah  !'' 
iSays  'thi*  Courier,  *'  but  they  are 
*'  vested  rights  ;  and,  if  you  begin  by 
*'  seizing  tht'ui,  you  may  end  by  seiz" 
*'  ing  people's  goods  in  their  houses. ^^ 
If  tiiis  be  all  we  want  to  authorise  the 
sei!::>ire,  we  may  seize  away  ;  for,  how 
many  thousand  persons  have  had  their 
beds  sold  from  under  them  to  pay  the 
taxes  since  this  grant  was  made! 
Thus  the  beginning  to  seize  has  actually 
taken  phce.  But,  what  are  we  to 
tei^e?  The  ^rant  is  nothing  in  sub- 
istance.  We  want  to  seize  nothing. 
We  only  want  not  to  be  compelled  io 
pay  the  amount  o'(  it  any  longer.  We 
•wauttobeablc  to  live  without  Burke's 
Executors  coming  to  seize  our  goods. 
We  want  not  to  be  obliged  to.  go 
naked  and  hungry  inconsequence  of 
our  earnings  being  taken  away  in  this 
manner.  And,  because  we  complain, 
that  66,000  pounds  of  the  money, 
raised  in  taxes  upon  our  Beer,  Soap, 
Candles,  &;c.  have  been  given  to  this 
Burke,  are  we  to  be  callecT  Jacobins 
and  Revolutionists?  He,  his  wife, 
and  his  executors  hare  already  re~ 
ccived  about  sixty  six  thousand  pounds 
of  principal  money  out  of  the  taxes, 
and,  as  the  lives  are  some  of  them 
very  young  yet,  the  Executors  may, 
possibly,  receive  as  much  more,  (f 
we  reckon  the  interest,  as  we  ought, 
this  hireling  writer;  the  trumpeter  of 
that  war,  a  '^  transition  from  which 
*'  to  peace  "  has,  upon  the  shewing  of 
the  Boroughmongers  themselves;  pro- 


duced unparalleled  misery  throughout 
a  whole  nation  ;  if  we  reckon  the  in- 
terest, this  base  man,  who  prostituted 
his  great  talents  to  the  vilest  and  most 
wicked  of  purposes,  will,  in  the  whole, 
if  the  System  go  on,  have  received  by 
himself  and  his  executors,  a  quarter 
of  a  million  of  the  public  money  ;  and. 
because  we  complain  of  this,  we  arc 
to  be  held  forth  as  promulgating  sedi" 
f«o/i  and  blasphemy! 

The  late  Marquis  of  Buckingham  has 
not  received  less,  from  his  Sinecure, 
than  700,000  pounds  of  principal 
money  ;  the  Marquis  Camden 
700,000  ;  Lord  Arden  not  less  than 
500,000  ;  the  Seymours  not  less  than 
400,000  ;  Gamier  not  less  than 
250,000  ;  the  Knox^s  400,000  ;  Lord 
Hobart  400,000  ;  the  Dukes  of  Rich- 
mond, Grafton,  Marquis  Bute,  Lord 
Melville,  and  others,  each  nearly  half 
a  million  at  least;  and  many,  many 
others  200,000  and  100,000  each. 
Some  50,000,  and  so  on ;  'till  if  we 
take  a  view  of  the  last  57  years,  since 
His  Majesty  has  been  upon  the 
throne,  and  take  in  all  the  grants  of 
money,  given  far  no  known  public 
services,  we  shall  iind  here  what  it  is 
that  has  swelled  up  what  is  called  the 
National  Debt.  But,  of  this  we  will 
speak  more  at  large  by  and  by,  when 
we  have  asked  a  little  more  about  the 
public  services  of  the  person^,  who 
receive  the  immense  snms  of  money, 
of  which  we  have  been  speaking-. 

Can  any  one  imagine  what  public 
services  were  ever  rendered  by  any 
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of  the  persons  just,  named  ?  And  by 
the  Marchioness  of  Stafford  ?  Yet 
her  Ladyship  i^^own  fci*  3o0  pounds 
a  year,  tho'igli  h\ir  husband  has  scores 
of  tho\isands,  'perhaps  hundreds  of 
thousands  a  y;Bar  in  his  own  estates. 
Lady  Grenville.  ofcourse,  being  bone 
of  bone  and  ilesji  of  fiesh  with  her 
Lord,  has,  rendered  what  some  people 
might  call  services ;  b  it  have  ?hey 
not  been  pretty  decently  paid  for  in 
thathusband's  enormous  sa/am^y  and, 
in  the  llo,000  pounds  of  principal 
mone\j^  yvhich  he  b.s  received  from  his 
Sinecure  as  Arditor  of  the  Exche- 
quer ?  And,  we  are  to  be  called  ^edi- 
tious  are  we,  because  we  complain  of 
these  things  ?  We  are  to  be  muzzled 
and  choaked,  that  the§e  people  may 
not  even  be  disturbed  by  our  cries! 
My  God !  And,  is  this  always  to  ^o 
pn  ?  7  here  is  Lady  Augusta  Murray, 
now  called  D\Amiland,  who  was  mar- 
ried at  Rome  to  the  Duke  of  Sussex. 
A  very  virtuous  lady,  I  dare  say  ;  but, 
what  has  she  done  to  merit  3,417 
pounds  a  year  out  of  the  taxes.  This 
lady  has  not  received,  in  this  way, 
less  than  50,000  pounds  of  the  public 
money,  principal  money;  and,  for 
what?  Mrs.  Huskisson  is  to  have  a 
pension  after  her  husband's  death ; 
and,  for  what  ?  He  has  a  pension  of 
1,200  pounds  a  year  for  life,  when  he 
is  out  (f  place ;  so  has  Lord  Minto, 
and  the  family  of  this  latter  is  all  pro- 
vided for  out  of  the  taxes.  Now,  what 
have  they  done  t<*  merit  this  of  us  who 
pay  the  taxes  ? 


There  is  no  end  to  these  instances, 
Only  think  of  Cumberland,  the  play' 
•writer,  having  had  a  pension,  and  his 
daughters  now  being  upon  the  list  of 
those,  who  live  upon  the  sums  which  we 
pay  on  our  beer,  soap,  &c.  There  are 
whole  troops  o(  Jine  ladies;  whole  fami- 
lies of  children,  of  whose  fathers  we  ne- 
ver  even  heard^  who  aie  kept  put  of  the 
fruit  of  our  labour.  Let  us  take  a  few 
instances  as  they  stand  in  the  Account. 

<•  Grant,  by  Warrant  dated  20th  May 
"  l79p  to  W.  borrows,  Esq.  ift 
*•  trust  for  Mary  and  Maria  Hun, 
**  dining  their  lives  and  the  survi^ 
"  vrr  of  them,  for  500  pounds  a 
**  a  year." 

These  are  the  Mother  and  half-sister 
of  Canning.  Great  merijt  in  his  eyes 
perhaps;  but,  what  have  they  done ^r 
us?.  Mrs.  Hun,  they  say.  was  once  ^ 
most  excellent  play-actiess,  aiid,  doubtr 
less,  a  very  worthy  woman  ;  but,  in  the 
name  of  all  that  is  false  and  corrupt,  1 
ask  what  claim  she  has  to  the  taxes  that 
we  pay  upon  our  beer  and  candles  and 
tea? 

♦*  Grant  of  400  pounds  a  year  to  the 
**  Reverend  H.  Hohart  and  Mr. 
*•  John  ^u  Hi  van  in  trust  for  fve 
**  children  of  the  late  George  Ho« 
'*  bart,  Esq.  during  the  lives  of  the 
•'  five  childieri,  arsd,  after  the  death 
'*  oifaur,  200  a  year  for  the  survi- 
!*  vor,*\ 
**  Pension  to  LoiiD  Fitzha'rris.  to 
«♦  begin  at  the  death  of  his  father^ 
"  the  Earl  of  Malmsbury."  Ther© 
is  B.  provident  young  man  ! 
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*'  A  grant  in  trust  for 
"*  Mary  Anne  Herries,  a  year,  .     ^SOO 

«•  Caiherine  Herries,      ....  150 

**  Isabella  Maria  Herries,    .     .     .  150 

*' Julia  Mary  Herries,    ....  150 

••  Lady  Louisa  Paget,     ....  SCO 

**  Same  (Now  Lady  L.  Erskine.)  300 

This  is  a  sister  of  the  Marquis  of  An- 
glesen. 

**  A  grant  to  Lord   Sydney  and  the 
*•  Reverend  T.  Selwyn  in  trusty  for 

**  Charlotte  Sehyyn,  a  year  jf  100 
**  Albiiia  Frances  Selwyn,  .  100 
'*  Maria  Louisa  Selwyn,  .  .  100 
*'  Henrietta  E.  Selwyn,   .     .      100 

These,  I  suppose,  are  the  daughters 
of  this  Reverend  Gentleman,  who  is  a 
relation  of  Lord  S\dney.  They  may  be 
called  luckj/  girls,  indeed  :  and,  certainl\ 
they  have  got  very  prettj/  names'  but, 
let  us  come  to  cofiscience  with  the  Reve- 
rend Gentleman,  and  ask  him  what 
rig/it  he  has  to  fasten  his  four  daughters 
upon  our  dach  ?  What  Justice  there  is 
in  taking  away  our  bread  and  giving  it 
to  his  daughters,  while  we  are  reduced  to 
grains  and  potatoes?  Whether  he  can 
find  any  precept  for  this  in  that  Gospel, 
which  he  i§  so  well  paid  for  teaching? 
And,  whether,  while  these  things  exist, 
i^  be  not  monstrously  impudent  in  his 
brother  Malthus,  to  pretend,  that,  to 
relieve  the  poor  is  to  encourage  popula- 
tion improperly,  and  that  <he  poor  La- 
bourers have  no  right  to  relief  for  iAeir 
hungrjt/  children;  seeing,  "that  it  is 
**  their  oton  fault  if  they  have  more  chiK 
**dren  than  they  can  support  out  of  their 
?*  own   labour'*!     I   should  like  to  hear 


what  brother  Selwyn  would  say,  if 
these  questions  were  put  home  to  him,  as 
they,  doubtless,  will  be  one  of  these  days. 
1  dare  say  bro»ther  Selwyn  is  a  Magis^ 
trate,  and  that  he  regards  my  Register 
as  both  teditious  and  blasphemous, 

"Grant  to 
*•  Anna  Maria,  Duchess    Dowager,   of 
Newcastle,  a  year  .     .     ^1,000 
"  Lady  Sarah  Napier,    ....     368 
*•  Louisa  Mary  Napier,       ,     .     .     l6^ 
*'  Emily  Louisa  Augusta  Napier,       IG^ 
"  Grant  in  trust  to  Sir  George  Os- 
*'  born  and  John  Ley,  for 
*«  Jane  Wiaxall,  .     .     ^400 

«*  Grant  to 

»*  Sarah  Pierson, ^27 

*'  Mary  Pierson,   ......       27 

*•  DIanpa  Anne  Pierson,     ...       27 
"  Frances  Pierson,    ,     ....       27 

"  Reverend  Thomas  Pierson,  .     .     ISO 

Here    is    another   Reverend  Gentle- 
man's family  quartered  upon  us  for  life! 

'^  Grant  to  Robert  Halifax  and  Cathe- 
**  rine  Halifax,  widow,  in  trust  for 

''  Gertrude  Halifax,  a  year    .     ,     £Qo 

t*  Charlotte  Halifax, 60 

*'  Marianne  Halifax 60 

•*  Caroline  Halifax, 60 

"  Catherine  Halifax,  ....  60 

'*  Elizabeth  Halifax,    .....     6o 

A  pretty  li'tle  snug  covey,  who  take 
just  as  much  as  would  maintain  twelve 
good  Lalourers  and  their  families,  con- 
sistiiJg  of  sixti/  persons.  And,  pray,  Mr. 
Malthus,  has  not  the  ;5oor  Labourer's 
children,  whose  father  has,  all  his  life 
long,  been  paying  taxes  and  raising 
food,  as  good  a  claim  to  relief  as    these 
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Halifaxes  have  ?  Tou,  Sir,  would  check 
the  population  of  the  Labouring  People  ; 
but  you  say  not  one  word  about  this 
population.  Vou  say,  that  the  Labourer 
has  no  right  to  demand  relief  out  of  the 
rates;  and,  that  he  should  be  told,  that 
unless  he  can  support  his  children,  he 
should  take  care  not  to  have  them.  Why 
do  you  not  say  the  same  to  the  Cumber- 
lands,  the  Selwyns,  the  Napiers,  the 
Piersons,  the  Hallifaxes,  the  Herrieses, 
the  Ponscnbys,  and  hundreds  upon  hun- 
dreds of  others !  But,  the  truth  is,  that 
the  Labourer's  earnings  are  taken  in  great 
part,  away  from  him^  or  he  would,  as  for- 
tnerly,  stand  in  need  of  no  relief,  except 
in  cases  of  accident. 

*«  Grant  to  Charles  Abbott  and  Lord 
"  Rendlesham,  in  i^ust  for  Eleanor 
♦'  Madeiaine    Wickham,    per  year 
**  £675 
Now  what  has  this  good  Lady  done 
for   us  ?      Her  husband  is  loaded  with 
pensions  besides.     His  exploits  ai  Basle, 
indeed,  may,  by  some,   be  deemed  ser- 
vices ;  but  what  has  this  good   woman 
done?     Did  she  assist  him  in  his  opera- 
tions at  Basle? 

And  'why  should  ihiiBaroness  Caihcart 
have  500  pounds  a  year  ?  or  Catherine 
Popham  200  a  year  ?  Or  Scizan  Be 
MeuroUy  a  foreigner  (Jn  the  teeth  of  posi- 
tive law)  393  pounds  a  year?  Why 
should  the  three  Misses  Barlow,  the  two 
Ladies  JJoward,  ih^  ihreeMisses  Harnagct 
have  pensions  to  be  paid  by  us,  who 
never  heard  of  their  names  before  ? 
Why  should  Erenstine  Lawrensie  have 
200  pounds  of  our  mDney  every  year, 


except  on  account  of  her,  or  his,  pretty 
foreign  name ;  for,  I  really  do  not 
know  whether  it  be  the  name  of  a  wo- 
man or  of  a  man? 

•'  Pension  to  Sir  Luke  Wettes- 
•*  TEiN,  in  trust  for  Sir  Luke 
"  Schawb's  daughters,  per  year, 
'*  200  pounds." 

These  are  foreigners  :    there   can    be 
no  doubt  of  tliat.     The  Prince  of  Meck- 
LENBURGH  Strelitz  is  in  this  list  for 
2,000  pounds  a  year      La   Comtesse 
D'Alton,  300  a  year.     Theie  are  many 
other   foreigners    on  the  Pension  List. 
And  yet,  the  Act  of  Parliament,  in  vir- 
tue of  which   the  present  family  sit  on 
the  throne,  declares  in   the  most  clear 
and  most  positive  manner,  that  no  one, 
who  is  not  a  NATURAL  BORN  sub- 
ject of  the  king  of  England,  shall  hold 
a  pension,  or  any  place  of  profit  or  of 
trust,  under  the  Crown.     There  is  no 
act  of  naturalization  which  can   remove 
this   impediment;    and   yet,   this   great 
law,  made,   as  its  title  imports,  jTor  the 
preservation  of  our  rights  and  liberties^ 
has  been  paid  no  more  regard  to  by  the 
Ministers  than  if  it  had  been  an  old  haU 
lad!     They  violate  it  everyday;  they 
live  in  a  continual  violation  of  it.     They 
talk  of  illegal  practices,  indeed  !     They 
bring  men   to  punishment  for  violation 
of  the  laws !     What,  is  there  no  punish- 
ment/or them,  then  ?     Are  they  to  vio- 
late the  laws  with  ifnpunity ;  ahd  thaf, 
too,  in  the  most  bare-faced  and  most  in- 
solent manner?     Are  ihty  never  to  be 
brought   to  justice;  and,   if  we  charge 
them  with  these  violations  of  the  laws ; 
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nay,  if  we  humbly  complain,  and  pray 
that  the  violations  may  cease,  are  they 
for  ever  to  charge  us  with  seditioii  and 
blasphemy  for  so  doing,  and  to  ride  off 
themselves  with  impunity?  I  take  my 
facts  from  an  official  account,  made  out 
by  the  Ministers  and  laid  before  the  Par- 
liament. What  audacity  !  What  a 
contempt  of  the  law,  to  dare  io  lay  be- 
fore the  Parliament  these  numerous 
proofs  of  a  gross  violation  of  it !  But,  in* 
deed,  the  Ministers  knew  well  laho  it 
was  that  they  were  submitting  this  ac- 
count to.  They  would  have  taken  spe- 
cial care  not  to  have  laid  such  an  ac- 
coant  before  a  Parliament  chosen  by  the 
people  at  large;  and  here  it  is  that  we 
see  the  real  reason  for  all  the  opposition 
to  a  Reform. 

There  is  a  Mr.  Joseph  Hunt,  who 
was,  some  years  ago,  obHged  to  abscond 
in  consequence  oidiynisapplicationof  the 
public  money  y  that  very  man  has  two 
pensions,  amounting  to  1,037  pounds 
a  year  I  And  this  is  a  reward  for  pub 
lie  services  !  '*  The  Right  Hon.  Thos. 
Steel"  has  his  sinecure  of  J, 633 
pounds  a  year,  though  he,  too,  was 
proved  to  have  misapplied  the  public 
money,  to  give  to  his  conduct  the  mild- 
est of  terms.  Is  not  this  a  shame  ? 
And,  are  we  to  be  crammed  into  dun- 
geons if  we  complain  of  these  things? 
We  will  complain  of  them  ;  and,  we 
will  persevere,  *till  we  obtain  justice. 

The  Hon.  Robert  C.  Clements  is  a 
Searcher  and  Packer  of  the  Ports  in  Ire- 
land ;  Sir  Richard  Hardinge  is  Surveyor 
General  of  the  Ports  j  Sir  George  Shee 
is  Receiver  General^  Hon.  Edw,  Ache- 


son  is  Customer  and  Collector;  two  of 
the  notorious  Beiesfords  are  Store- 
keepers ;  John  Beresford  and  James   D. 

Beresford  are  Wine-Tasters  ;  Lord  Robt. 
Seymour  is  a  Craner  and  Wharfinger; 
Earl  Reden  i«  another  Searcher;  Right 
Hon.  Earl  of  Avonmore  is  another 
Searcher  and  Packer ;  the  Earl  of  Do- 
noughmore  is  another  Searcher  and 
Packer;  Marquis  of  Drogheda  and  Mr. 
Bagwell  are  Muster  Master  General,  All 
this  is  in  Ireland,  and  fifty  times  as  much 
more.  It  is  notorious,  that  these  people 
are  no  such  thing  as  they  are  here  call- 
ed; but,  they  receive  amongst  them,  on 
account  of  these  pretended  occupations, 
fifteen  thousand  and  ttvo  hundred  pounds, 
Mr.  Abbot,  the  Speaker,  has,  for  many 
years,  received  1,500  pounds  a  year  for 
keeping  the  Signet  in  Ireland^  where 
there  is  iio  signet  to  be  kept.  The  Wynd- 
hams,  younger  sons  of  the  family  of  the 
Earl  of  Egremont,  hold  places  in  the 
Colonies  that  yield  them  nearly  20,000 
pounds  a  year.  Audi  y  what  for?  What 
have  they  ever  done  for  the  country, 
except  to  help  to  ruin  it  by  voting  for 
wars  and  loans?  Is  it  seditious,  is  \i 
blasphemous,  to  complain  that  a  waste- 
like  this  is  made  of  the  people's  labour, 
and  that  these  two  Wyndhams  spend  of 
the  nation's  money  as  much  every  year 
as  would  keep  a  thousand  Labouring  fa- 
milies, amounting  to  four  or  five  thou- 
sand persons?  Is  this  blasphemous? 
It  is  indeed  most  horrid  blasphemy  to 
attempt  to  justify  such  wicked  acts;  and 
this  is  a  sort  of  blasphemy  that  I  hope 
yet  to  see  punished. 

However,  let  us  get  onalitile  with 
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our  broods  of  Pensioners;  for,  it  is  very    are  to  cease  at  marriage,  unless  his  Ma- 


material  to  expose  the  atrocious  false* 
hood,  that  these  things  have  been  given 
as  rewards  for  Public  Services. 

•'Grant,   dated  1807,  to  James  Earl 
**  of  Lauderdale  and  others,  in  trust 
*'  for 
**  Mary  Turner  Hay,  per  year,  jg*  100 
**  Dorothy  Frances  Hay,  .     .100 
**  Hannah  Charlotte  Hay,      .-    100 
•^  Elizabeth  Hay     .     .     .     .    100 

«  Jane  Hay 100 

"  Julian  Hay     .....    100 

And  the  curiosity  here  is,  that  these 
pensions  are  to  continue,  till  these  ladies 
shall  respectively  get  them  husbands ! 
or,  during  pleasure  !  So  that  they  might 
last  for  fifty  years;  as  they  would,  if  the 
system  lasted  so  long. 

«  Grant  to  Agnes  Clerk  Hay, 

"  per  y^ar £lOO 

*•  Arthur  Witham  Hay  .  .  100 
**  Dorithia  Judith  Hay     .     .     lOO 

"  Maria  Hay 100 

•*  Lewis  Hay 100 

"  Elizabeth  Hay     ....     IpO 

These  are  to  take  effect  when  the  mo- 
ther dies ;  and  she  has  a  pension  for  life  ! 
So,  thus  are  ]they  fastened  upon  the  na- 
tion from  age  to  age  ! 

^*  Grant  to  Elizabeth  Cockburn, 

"  per  year ^50 

"  Matilda  Cockburn  ...  50 
**  Margaret  Cockburn  .  .  .50 
**  Ann  Cockburn      ....    50 

These  are  to  begin  when  the  mother 
^ies,  who  has  a  pension  for  life,  and  they 


jestT/  should  otherwise pleasel 

**  Grant  to  Marie  Claudine  Silphie 
*•  Duchess  Fitz  James,  200  pounds 
"  a  year,  grant  dated  22d  Sept. 
"  1806." 

This  is  so  very  audacious  a  thing  that 
one  can  hardly  believe  one*s  own  eyes,, 
'till  we  see  by  the  date,  that  it  was  the 
WHIGS,  the  precious  Wbigs,  who  com- 
mitted this  act  of  profligate  violation  of 
law.  This  person  is  not  only  a  French- 
tiMmnnt  the  wife  of  a  Frenchman,  but  that 
Frenchman  is  a  descendant,  as  his  name 
imports,  from  that  very  James  the  Second, 
who  was  driven  from  the  throne  of  Eng- 
land to  make  way  for  the  present  fa- 
mily! And  this  very  Duke  Fitz  James's 
father  had  been  one  of  the  aiders  and 
abettors  of  the  Pretender !  Where  the 
honest  Whigs,  honest  and  faithful 
Whigs  looked  to  discover  the  Public 
Services,  which  tempted  them  to  this 
outrageous  breach  of  the  law,  they  will, 
perhaps,  by  and  by,  be  injduced  to  tell 
us. 

My  ey^  happening  to  drop  upon  M^- 
rie  Claudine  Silphie  led  me  away  from 
my  Jam  ill/ parties ;  and,  it  is  useless  to 
return  to  them,  unless  I  had  parsop 
Malthus  by  the  ear  to  ask  him,  at 
every  moment,  why  he  does  not  apply 
his  arguments  to  these  abominable  lists 
of  paupers  in  high  life.  He  would  den^ 
relief  to  the  Labourer,  yrho  is  obliged  to 
give  away  in  taxes  one  half  of  what 
ought  to  go  to  support  his  family  ;  but. 
he  very  quietly  sees  these  swarms,  who 
never  have  worked  at  all,  receiving  re- 
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lief  out  of  those  very  taxes,  more  than 
three  fourths  of  which  the  Labouring 
Classes  pay ! 

One  cannot  help  wondering  at  the 
shamelessness  of  Noblemen  and  Gentle- 
men in  suffering  themselves  to  bfe  called 
Tide-Waiters,  Harbour  Masters,  Search- 
ers, Packers,  Craners,  Clerks,  Wharfin- 
gers, Prothonotaries,  and  the  like;  or, 
that  such  a  man  as  Lord  Charles  Spen- 
cer, a  brother  of  the  Duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough, should  suffer  himself  to  be  stuck 
into  the  Pension  List  for  1,000  a  year, 
vrhen  all  the  world  knows,  that  he  never 
performed  the  smallest  quantity  of  public 
service  in  his  life.  There  is  a  Baroness 
who  is  **  Siveeper  of  the  Mall  in  the 
•*  Park"  for  340  pounds  at  year ;  but, 
what  is  out  of  nature  as  well  as  shame- 
less, is,  that  the  SISTERS  of  the  Earl  of 
NoRTHiNGTON  are  w4th  him  joint 
Clerk  of  the  Hanaper  ! 

At  first,  when  I  looked  over  these 
Lists  (for  there  are  forty-seven  separate 
list^)  1  wondered  ^ho  the  people  could  be. 
The  BrudenelSf  the  Seymours,  the 
Talbots,  the  Herberts,  Finches,  Wynd- 
kams,  Hays,  Cockburns,  Selwyns,  &c. 
&c.  But,  upon  closer  examination,  I 
found  the  far  greater  part  of  all  these 
broods  of  pensioners  belonging,  iu  one 
way  or  another,  to  the  great  families;  or, 
in  other  words,  to  the  Boroughraongers, 
and  those  dependent  upon  them.  It  is 
true,  that  Lord  Fitzwilliam  and  his  son 
have  no  places  or  pensions ;  but,  Burke, 
their  grand  tool,  took  a  fine  bile  out  of 
our  flesh.  In  short,  we  have  only  to 
look  at  the  iiiimense  sums  of  public  mo- 


ney, which  are  expended  in  this  way, 
and  observe  well  -who  it  is  that  really  has 
the  disposing  of  these  sum?,  to  make  us 
cease  to  Avonder  at  the  desperate  deeds 
which  are  resorted  to  in  order  to  prevent 
such  a  Reform  as  would  enable  the  peo- 
ple, by  their  real  representatives,  to  su- 
perintend the  expending  of  the  public 
money. 

But,  though  the  amount  of  the  Sine- 
cures, Pensions  and  Grants,  merited  by 
no  public  service  whatever,  is  enormous, 
t^e  form  only  a  part  of  what  the  Bo- 
rough families  receive  out  of  the  taxes. 
The  fat  things  of  that  great  gulph  of 
expence,  the  Armt/,  are  almost  toholltf 
theirs.  The  post  of  Colonel  of  a  Regi- 
ment  is  a  sinecure  in  fact;  and,  if  you 
look  into  the  List,  you  will  not  find 
twenty  out  of  nearly  txoo  hundred,  which 
are  not  in  the  hands  of  the  Borough  fami- 
lies. So  it  is  with  the  Staff,  So  it  is  as 
to  those  enormous  Sinecures,  the  Go- 
vernorships of  fortresses,  castles,  islands, 
provinces,  &c.  &c.  which  amount  to  im- 
mense sums;  and,  indeed,  if  you  const- 
der  how  small  a  portion  of  the  money 
voted  for  the  army  really  is  wanted  for 
the  soldiers,  you  must  see  how  this  mul- 
titude of  millions  have  gone,  and  how 
they  still  go,  and  must  go,  as  long  as  the 
system  goes  on  unreformed. 

Now,  my  friends  (first  pulling  off  our 
bats),  let  us  just  peep  into  the  Church, 
for  there  are  some  very  good  things  there. 
There  are  three  enormously  rich  Bishop- 
ricks,  Canterbury,  I)urham,  and  Win- 
chester, the  revenues  and  the  livings  to 
be  given  in   which  are  worth,  proba- 
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bly,  150.000  pounds  a  year.     Tiie  first 
of  these  is  held  hy  a  Cousin  of  the  Duke 
of  Rutland;   the  second  by  the    Uncle  of 
Viscount  Barring  ton  ;  and   the  third    by 
the  Uncle  of  the  Eari  of  Guildford.  Then 
out  of  the  rest,  twelve  are  held  by  the 
the   relations  of  great  Noble  Borough- 
men  ;  so  that,  out  of  the  26  in  Number, 
there  are  15  in  the  hands  of  real  blood 
relations  of  Borough  owners,  or  Borough 
Patrons   of   the   Nohle  Order  j   and,  in 
amount  oi  income  and  preferment,  these 
15  are  ten  (imes  as  great  as  the  other 
eleven.     So  that  the  Borough   families 
have  ten  elevenths,  at  least,  of  the  Bish- 
opricks. 

New,  let  us  suppose,  for  the  sake  of  the 
argument,  that  the  eleven  other  Bishop- 
ricks  are  filled  without  any  portion  of 
Borough  influence.  This  is  supposing 
a  monstrous  deal;  but,  we  will,  for  a 
moment,  so  suppose.  The  Borough  fa- 
milies form  about  one  ten-thousandth 
part  of  the  people  ;  and,  will  any  wretch 
alive,  even  the  impudent  man  of  the 
Courier,  pretend  to  believe,  that 
there  are  ten  times  more  piety  and 
scholarship  in  this  ten  thousandth  part^ 
than  in  all  the  other  nine  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  ninety-nine  parts  ?  What 
has  been  proved  of  Bishopricks  applies 
to  LivingSf  or  Benefices  of  inferior  value. 
All  the  rich  ones  are  filled  by  the  rela- 
tions, or  dependents,  of  the  Borough 
gentlemen;  and  ihus^  in  reality,  the  Pro- 
pertj/  of  the  Church  is  theirs  almost 
wholly.     As  to  the  Latv^  that  other  great 


liged  to  be  content  vfilh patronage,  and 

that,  too,  but  in  a  moderate  degree;  for, 
the  law  requires,  and  it  tvill  have,  TA- 
LENTS and  INDUSTRY.     Hence  we 
have  seen,  Wedde.burn,  Thurlo\t,  Ken- 
yon,   Scott,   Mitford,    Law,   and   many 
others,   beat  their  way  up  from  the  rag- 
ged Bar  to  the  Peerage  ;  not,  indeed,  in 
defiance  of  the  Borough  gentlemen,  but, 
at  the  same  time,  without  much  of  de- 
pendence upon  them  ;  and,  what  is  very 
curious  to  observe,   that,    while  we  see 
all  the  other  rix^h  pos-ts  filled  by  the  Bo- 
rough families,  they  have  scarcely  ever 
put  their  noses  into  the   active  pasts  of 
the    L<7«',  though   some  of  ihem    rain 
showers  of  gold.     But,  though  it  is  very 
true,  that  an  Attorney  General,  a  Chief 
Justice,  or  a  Lord  Chancellor,  may,  by 
mere   possibility,   be  a   superlative  vil- 
lain, it  is  impossible  that  he  can.  be  a 
fool. 

Observe,  however,  that  I  speak  only 
of  the  active  posts  even  of  the  Law ;  for, 
as  we  have  seen,  the  Borough  families 
engross  no  small  share  of  the  sinecure 

emoluments  of  that  profession  too.  But, 
while  in  the  Army  aod  the  Church  they 
are  at  the  head,  in  the  law  they  are  at 
the  TaiL  In  the  two  former,  they  are 
Generals  and  Commanders  and  ColoneJs 
of  Regiments,  and  Bishops  and  Deans 
and  Archdeacons  and  Prebends.  But, 
in  the  latter,  they  are  Prothonatories, 
Clerks,  Filazers,  Sealers  of  Writs,  Ush- 
ers, Door-keepers,  &c.  In  the  (wo  for- 
mer they  are  decorated  with  the  Double 
Epaulet  and  the  Truncheon  ;  with  the 


department  of  emolument,  power,  and    Mj^rg  ^nd   the  Red-Thing  (I   do   not 
honours,  the  B>erough  families  are  ob-    know  what  they  call  it)  which  §oes  over 
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the  shoulders  above  the  surplice.     But, 
in  the  Courts   of  Law,  while  men  who 
have   risen  from   •*  the   Lower    Orders'' 
(as  they  call  us)  are  decked  out  in  the 
Big  Wigs  and  in  Purple  and  Scarlet  and 
Ermined    Robes,     these     high-blooded 
gentry  stoop  to  the  cavdtt  gown  and  the 
xoand.    The  Duke  op  Grafton,  for 
instance,   is  the  Sealer  in  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench   at  2,886   pounds  a  year, 
while  the  Honourable  Louisa  Browning 
zndLadi/B.  Mostyn  areCustos  Brevium 
in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas!     Lord 
Walsisgham  is  in  the   petty-ofBce  of 
Comptroller  of  first  fruits  in  the  Court 
of  Exchequer  at  150  pounds  a  year;  and 
Arabella  Walker  Henease  (a  relation  of 
the  Earl   of   Aylstbrd)   is   the   CHIEF 
USHER !       A    pretty     office    enough 
for   a   high  blooded   Lidy  !     Three    of 
the    MooREs,    two    of    them     Clergy- 
men,   and    all    relations    of    the    Earl 
of    Mount-Cashel,     are     the     Register 
in    the    Prerogative    Court,    at    8,670 
pounds   a  year,   while    an  honest  coal- 
merchant's   son   is  the   Judge.     In  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  Lord  W.  Bentinck 
fills  the  petty- office  of  Clerk  of  the  Pipe, 
though  he  is  the  son  of  a  Duke.     Thus 
it  goes  all  through;  and, indeed,  so  very 
fit   are  these    high-blooded   gentry   fjr 
high  stations  in  the  Am??/  and  low  ones 
in  the  Law,  that  many  of  them  who  are 
surprisingly  great  in  arms  are  cwmpelied 
to  stand  in  camlet  gowns  and  bare-head- 
ed before  the  Judges!  This  Lord  Wil- 
liam Bentinck,    for     instance,    who    is 
Clerk  of  the  Pipe  in  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery, and  part  of  whose   office   it  is  to 
attend  the  man  who  holds  up  the  tail  of 
the  Lord  Chancellor's  Ro'be  when  he  en- 
ters and  leaves  the  Court ;  yes,  this  very 
identical  Clerk  of  the  Pipe  is  a  Lieute- 
nant General  in  the  Army y  thoug^i,  when 
in  his    other  office,  he  assists  the  train- 
bearer   to   a    Coal  Merchavfs  Son^     as 
the  present   Lord  Chancellor  is.     Very 
nearly  the  same  is  the  case  in  numerous 
instances.      Even    the    "  Great    Duke'" 
himself  is  nothing  more  than  a  Remem- 
brancer  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer  in 
Ireland.     It   is   cuiious,  too,   that,  now 
and  thx2n  one  of  the  Borough  race,  who 


have  tried  the  Law,  and,  having  given 
up  all  hopes  of  its  honours,  have  very 
coolly  condescended  to  share  in  its 
sinecure  profits.  Thus,  The  Right 
Honourable  Charles  Yorke,  who 
Ions  went  the  Western  Circuit  in  vain 
in  search  of  briefs,  appears  to  have  dis- 
covered, at  last,  that,  though  court-syco- 
phancy may  be  hereditary  from  the 
grand. father,  talents  for  the  law  are  not  j 
and  he,  therelore,  instead  of  getting 
upon  the  betich,  has,  through  the  in- 
terest of  his  Borough-patron  brother, 
the  Earl  of  Haidwicke,  secured  for  life, 
3,000  pounds  a  year  as  Clerk  of  the  Pells 
in  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  to  the 
Bench  of  which  Court,  at  least,  he  once 
aspired. 

I  could  go  much  further,  and  shew, 
that,  in  fact,  it  is  the  Borough-families 
that     have    done    all  the     mischief.—" 
But,    you,    my   friends,    must   see    that 
it  is   so.     In  one  character   or  another 
they     have     swallowed    up      the     for- 
tunes of  some,  and    the  very  bread   of 
others.     No  wonder  that  they  are  loath 
to  part  with  their  power,  which   power 
places  all  the  earnings  of  the  people  in 
their  hands.     No  wonder,  that  they  have 
called  us  revolutionists^  JacobinSt  and  se- 
ditious dogs,  for  praying  to  them  to  give 
us  up  our  right  to  choose  one  of  the  Houses 
of  Parliament,     They  talk  o{  checks  &nd 
balances  in   the   Constitution ;  and,  yet, 
they  have   now  upon  their  Table  a  peti- 
tion presented  by  Lord  Grey,  in  1793, 
offering   to  prove  at  the  Bar,    that  one 
hundred  and  thirty  peisons  of  the  Up- 
per   House    sent    a    majority    into    the 
Lower  House  !  W hat c.^ec^,  what  balance^ 
can  there  be  in  such  a  state  of  things  ? 
If  Jack,  Will  and  Dick  have  the  joint 
power  of  making  laws;  if  all  questions 
be  decided  by  a  majority  of  votes  ;  and 
if  Jack  nominates  Will  and  makes  him 
vote   as  he  pleases  ;   is  it  not  Jack  who 
has  the  absolute  power  of  making  what 
laws  he  pleases;  and,  is  it  not  an  insult 
to  poor  King  Dick  and  to  the  common 
sense  of  mankind  to   talk  about    checks 
B.nd  balances  ?     What  we  wanted  was  a 
House  chosen  by  the    Commons,  that  is 
to  say  the  People  at  large*     There  is  a 
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Lord's  House f  and  we  wanted  a  CoinmorCs 
House.       Then,    indeed,    there    wou!d 
have  been  real  checks  and  balances ;  and 
the    King  would    have   had    some   rea' 
power  of  his  own.     But,  eo  show  that  he 
has  nnne,  a«  Uiings  are  now,   we   have 
only    to   copipaie    the  sums   which   his 
sons  receive  out  of  the  public   money 
•with    the   sums    received    by    many   of 
the    Borough  Gen  lemen.      Lords   Ar- 
den,     Cnmden,    Buckingham,    and   se 
vera!    pfliers,    have,    f'»r    many    years, 
bef-n  receiving  twice  as  much  a  j/ear  as 
three  of  the  king's   sons  receive.     I  be- 
lieve   that    the  family    of  GrenviUe^    in 
all  its  branches,  received  before  the  death 
of  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham,  wzyre/^er 
annum   than  the  Roval  Familj/,   leaving 
out    -he  King  and  Queen.      I   believe 
thai    the  Seymour  family ^  or  the  Man 
Tiers  famili/i  ei'.her  of  the'n  receive  more 
noxo.     Could   this  be    the  case,    if   the 
King  had  h'sduv  share  of  rea/ authority  ; 
Or,  could  this  be  the  case  for  one  single 
hour,  if  there  were  a  Commons  House  of 
Parliament?   No:   and  this  the  Borough 
Gentlemen  know  full  well ;   and,  there- 
fore, we   need  not  wonder  at  'he  efforts 
they  make,  yt  the  shameful  and  desperate 
deeds  they  resort  to,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  existence  of  such  a  House.  Leases  of 


deal  with,  whom  they  will  nevev  sub- 
due:  that  is  the  DEBT,  which,  of 
course,  h  otir  true  and  faithiul  friend. 
The  wars  ajjainst  America  a^id  France, 
fhe  chief  objt-ct  of  both  of  which  was 
to  prevent  a  Reform  of  Parliament, 
could  not  be  carripd  on  wtthont  loans^ 
'H  ibithout  the  giving  up  of  the  emolu* 
merits  6cf ore-mentioned^  and  to  retain, 
theju  was  the  obj^c'  in  preventing  a 
Reform.  Yet,  it  was  impossible;  to 
raisij  money  enough  in  taxes  to  cpn. 
'inue  these  emoluments  and  to  carry  ' 

n  the  wars  top.  Hence  the  Debt,  the 
Funds,  the  Paper-Money,  and  those 
rivals  of  the  Borough  Gentlemen  the 
Fundholders .  This  is  a  serious  business 
for  the  high-blooded  order;  for  either 

i\ey  must  give  up  their  emolumev.ts 
and  their  estates  into  the  bargain, 
'>r,  the  Fundholders  must  go  unpaid ,  in 
■art  at  least.  1  his  is  the  real  state  of 
ine  thing  at  this  moment.  The 
B()roi>gh  System  api^ roaches  its  crisis. 
Have  paticncp,  my  worthy  Country- 
men ;  only  a  little  patience^  and  you 
vill  see  that  these  borrowers  a,ud  thtse 
lenders  will,  at  last,  do  like  most  other 
borrowers  and  leiiid«trs  ;  that  is  to  siy, 
come  to  an  opiii  quarrel,  alter  having  , 


Crowri  Lands  is  a  mons;rous  thing.  Onlv     'ong  cursed  each  other  in  their  hi  arts, 
think  of  the  Dukt  af  Portland's  lease  in         Tl>at  will  be  (he  day  for  the  People^ 


Marj/bone  Parish  /  In  short,  they  have 
a// the  real  power;  and.  of  course,  they 
will  cut  and  caive  for  themselves. 

But,  they  have   now  an  enemy  to  j 


ynd,  in  anxious  expectation  of  that 
lay,  I  remain  most  sincerely  your, 
friend, 

Wm.  CobbettJ 


CnrcuU  at  fc)tationersf'  l^ali. 
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TO 

THE  BOROUGHMONGERS, 

On  the  scceral  symptom^  of  their 
approaching  fall ;  and  on  the 
prospect  before  them,  in  case  of 
that  falL 

North  Hampstead,  Long  Island, 
July  16,  1817. 

BOROUGHMONGERS, 

It  is  not  only  natural,  but  it  is 
right,  for  men  to  rejoice  at  the 
confusion  of  their  oppressors ;  and, 
assuredly,  few  men  have  ever  felt 
more  sincere  joy,  than  I  now  feel 
at  perceiving  the  confusion,  in 
which  you  actually  are,  and  the 
much  greater  confusion,  into 
which  you  will  be  plunged.  The 
four  corners  of  the  earth  will  exult 
at  your  fall  ;  but  in  all  the  four 
corners  of  the  earth  there  will 
not  be  found  a  man  to  rejoice  so 
heartily  as  I  shall.  The  hungry 
and  the  naked,  the  widow  and  the 
fatherle-ss,  the  captive  and  the 
slave,  the  dying  innocent,  and  the 
reputation  of  the  murdered,  all 
cry  aloud  to  Heaven  for  ven- 
geance on  you.  Your  existence 
is  a  curse  to  mankind ;  and  the  day 
of  your  destruction  will  be  the 
day  of  universal  deliverance. 

That  that  day  is  at  no  great 
distance  every  symptom  tells  me. 
I  perceive,  from  the  London 
newspapers,  just  received,  that 
the  Ah  solute- Power  of  Imprison  - 
ment  Act  is  intended  to  be  renewed. 
It  is  done  before  now,  I  dare  say ; 


and,  I  told  the  people,  before  my 
departure,  that  it  would  be  done. 
It  is,  probably,  renewed  until  the 
next  Meeting  of  Parliament ;  that 
is  to  say,  until  there  are  persons 
assembled  ready  to  renew  it  again. 
And  so  it  will  go  on  ;  for,  never 
will  there  be  even  the  shadow  of 
liberty    in    England    any    more, 
until  the  House  of  Commons  shall 
be  reformed.     No  one  but  a  most 
profound  hypocrite  could  pretend 
to  believe,  that  this  act  ever  would 
be   repealed    until    the    time   of 
real  Reform   should  come.     This 
act,  which,  in  fact,  is  the  all-in-alL 
of  the  present    system,  was   ab* 
solutely  necesssary,  if  Reform  did 
not  take  place.    It  was,  therefore, 
most  ridiculous  in  any  one  to  pre- 
tend to  disapprove  of  this  Act,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  to  disapprove 
of  Reform  ;  seeing  that  one  of  the- 
two  must  absolutely  take  place  ; 
and  I  am  astonished,  or,  I  should 
be  astonished,  if  I  did  not  so  w  ell 
know  the  whole  history  and  mis- 
tery  of  the  thing:,  at  hearing  such 
men  as  Lords  Grey  and  Holland 
and  Mr.  Brand  and  Mr.  Bennett 
opposing  the  renewal  of  the  Act, 
while  they,  at  the  same  time,  op- 
pose a  Reform  that  shall  gi/e  the 
people  who  pay  taxes  a  right  to 
vote  for  those  who  are  to  impose 
those  taxes.     Do  such  feeble  men 
as  Mr.  Brand  think  that  they  can 
ever  persuade  the  people  to  be  sa- 
tisfied   with    any   thing  short   of 
their  full  rights  ?     Do  such  men 
imagine,  that  the  speakers  at  the 
several  Reform  Meetings  are  to 
be  made  content  with  the  rejection 
of  what  Mr.   Brand  called  their 
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zdld  projects  ^\f  No;  they 
may  he  well  assured,  that  eveis  if 
Sir  Francis  Surdptt  were  to 
be  intimidated  into  an  association 
with  these  'Mnoderate''  gentie- 
men,  the  People  would  only  be- 
come the  more  resolved  not  to 
yield  a  particle  of  their  rights. 

The  Act  will  conlinne  in  force 
as  long  as  money  can  be  raised  to 
give  the  a,  pearance  of  paying  the 
interest  of  the  Debt.  One  would 
wonder  what  the  views  of  the 
l^arliamcnt  could  be  in  this  mea- 
sure. They  imagine,  that  the 
Act  will  keep  the  people  quiet, 
"  ''till  things  come  ahout^''  J  sup 
pose.  But,  if  any  thing  could  add 
\(>  the  impediments  to  things  com- 
ing about ^  it  would  be  this  Act  it- 
self. Things  cannot  come  about 
any  more  than  the  Thames  can 
come  al>out,  and  run  back  to  Ox- 
fordshire. The  very  root  of  na- 
tional prosperity  is  arrested  in  its 
progress.  It  is  dried  up  by  tax- 
ation ;  and  the  plant  will  daily 
and  hourly  become  feebler  and 
feebler.  The  People  have  nothing 
to  do  but  to  wait  with  patience. 
They  will  suffer.  They  must  suf- 
fer. Bui,  they  will  not  die  by 
millions  to  please  Mr.  Malthus 
and  his  savage*  disciples  of  thje 
high-blooded  orders.  They  must 
have  something  to  eat.  Let  the 
People  only  wait  with  a  little  pa- 
tience, and  they  will  see  '^things 
come  about  ^'  in  reality. 

It  was  in  order  thatl  and  my  fa- 
mily might  wait  with  patience^ 
that  I  came  hither;  (or,  patient  I 
could  not  have  been  in  silence,  and 
they  would  not  have  been  patient 
while  I  was  in  a  dungeon.  The 
sort  of  treatment,  which  was  in 
reserve  for  me,  may  be  easily 
judged  of  from  the  following;  ac- 
count, which  I  find  in  the  London 
papers,  relative  to  the  treatment 


oftheStijte  Prisoners  at  Reading, 
in  Berkshire : — 

'Mn  consequence  of  the  acting  ma- 
'^  gistrates  for  the  county  of  Birks 
"  having  been  refused  admittance  to 
^^  the  state   prisoners   in  the  gaol    of 


*•  Reading  (though  they  were  in  the 
'•  constant  habit  of  visiting  that  gaol) 
•'  they  addressed  Queries  to  the  Secre- 
''  tary  of  State  for  the  home  depart- 
'"'  ment  on  the  subject,  and  received 
"  answers.  The  following  is  a  copy 
"  of'the  Queries  and  Answers. 

"  (COPY.)— The  Visiting  Magis- 
"  trates  of  Reading  Gaol  wish  for  An- 
"  swers  to  the  undermentioned  Ques- 
"  tions  from  the  Right  Honourable 
*'  Secretary  of  State: — 

'^  Q.  May  Magistrates  generally  of 
'*  the  county  of  Berks  visit  the  State 
"  Prisoners  in  common  with  other 
"  prisoners,  which  they  are  privileg- 
"  ed  to  do,  and  ask  questions,  and  en- 
"  ter  into  conversation  with  them  ?— 
'^  A.  No,  except  upon  special  reasons 
"  being  assigned,  which  must  be  sub- 
''  mitted  to  and  be  judged  of  by  the 
"  Secretary  of  State. 

'*  Q.  If  State  Prisoners  may  have  a 
"  copy  of  Official  Directions  to 
'"  Gaolers  ?— A.  No. 

'*  Q.  If  they  may  have  a  free  use  of 
"pen,  ink,  and  paper,  under  certain 
"  restrictions,  as  ordered  by  the  offi- 
"  cial  Directions  ? — A.  Vide  OtTicial 
*'  Directions,  which  must  be  strictly 
''  observed. 

"  Q.  If  they  may  read  the  Public 
"  London  or  Provincial  Newspapers, 
"  under  certain  restrictions? — A.  No. 

*'  Q.  If  they  may  have  books  to 
"  read  from  Circulating  Libraries  ? — 
"  A.  Such  books  as  are  approved  of 
"  by  the  Visiting  Magistrate. 

"  Q.  If  they  may  have  wine,  err 
"  strong  beer,  or  ale,  in  limited  quan- 
'^  titles,  at  their  own  expence,  or  that' 
*'  of  government  ? — A.  What  quan- 
'*  tity  is  desired  ? 

"  Q.  If  through  the  day  they  be 
"  confined   in   solitary   cells,    and  at. 
"  night  in  better  apartments,  if  such 
"  can  be  procured  by  Magistrates  for 


709] 


September.  6,  18 1 7. 


[710 


"  them  ? — A.  To  be  confined  in  such 
"  manner  as  has  been  usual,  and  in 
*'  such  apartments  as  have  been  here- 
'*  tofore  allotted  to  Sfate  Prisoners. 

*'  In  consequence  of  new  directions 
"  sent  down,  the  three  prisoners  were 
''  confined  in  separate  rooms,  after 
*'  haviiifij  been  left  all  tos^efher  in  one 
*•  apartment  for  a  fortnight !" 

Ah !    Borouo'hmongers !    It  is 
much  pleasanter  to  sit  here  under 
the   shade   of  trees,  loaded  with 
fruit,  and  only  wanting^  hands  to 
gather  and  mouths  to  eat  it,  tbnii 
to  be  begging  of  Lords  Sidmouth 
and    Castlereagh    permission    to 
breathe    the    sweet  air !      Much 
better  amusement  is  it  to  be  dry- 
ing- fruits  in  the  Sun  to  please  my 
little    boys  and  girls  when   they 
come,  than  to  be  peeping  through 
the  iron  grates  and  bars   of  the 
jails  and  listening  to  hear  whether 
their  prayers  have  obtained  them 
access  to  my  damp  and  dreary  ca- 
vern.     Much  better  to  be   jfiere, 
laughing  at  you,  and  teaching  the 
world  at  once  to  hate  and  despise 
yon,  than  to  be  hearing  the  dis- 
tant cries  of  those  children,  who 
will  live  to  see  vengeance  on  you 
or  on  yours.     Here  I  can  read  all 
the  Loudon  news-papers,  without 
Lord  Sidmouth's  leave ;    nor  are 
his  magistrates  to  select  my  books 
for    me.      No    wonder  that  your 
Courier  was  enraged  at  my  de- 
parture!     I   am   at  once  i\\   full 
view  of  you  and  beyond  the  reach 
of  your  dark  and  deep  malignity. 
1  am  looking  down  upon  you   as 
upon  a  nest  of  insects,  destined  to 
have  all  your  works  defeated  and 
to  be  crushed,  at  last,  amidst  your 
fancied  security.     I  see  you  hard 
at   work,    digging    the    pit,   into 
which   you  yourselves  are  to  be 
tumbled;     and   I    anticipate    the 
pleasure  of  being   one  of    those 
who  are  to  tumble  you  into  that 


pit.     What  the  treatment  of  the 
unfortunate  men,  now  shut  up,  is, 
the  world  will  easily  judge,  from 
the  above  document.    The  ma-'jis- 
trates  even  are  not  to  see  thein 
and  converse  with  them,  without 
special  permission   of  the  Secre- 
tary of  Slate,    upon  special  rea- 
sons beii)g  assigned  !      How  hap- 
py I  must  have  been  to  bf^  an  ob- 
ject of  the  kind  interference,  of  the 
Magistrates!      How   comfortable 
my  family  must  have  felt  at  seeing 
a  man  like  me  an  object  ofc9mpa$' 
sion  with  thea^>  MorshipTuI  gentry, 
amongst  whom  are  the  GifTords, 
the  Bowb'ses,    the   Watsons,    the 
Bainesps,  the  Willises,  (lip  Gene- 
ral Porters,  the  Sinecure  M  inching, 
the    Col.    Fletchers,    the   Parson 
Powisrs,  the  Sellons,  and  the  like! 
Oh,  no !    my  good   Boroughmon- 
gers,  Tknew  what  was  coming  too 
well  to  let  my  body  remain  within 
the  run  of  Sidmouth's  and  Ca.tle^ 
reagh's    warrants.        That     peri, 
which  had  thrown  you   into  con^ 
sternation  was  not  to  be  stopped 
without  an  effort  on   my  part  to 
keep  it  in  motion.    1  was  resolved 
to  do  all  that  I  could  to  enable  me 
to  combat  you  at  home;  but,   at 
any  rate,  while  there  was  an  inch 
of  free  country  left  in  the  world,  I 
was  resolved  still  to  combat  you. 
And,  to  this  dilemma  I  again  tell 
you   that  you   are   reduced;    ths 
laws  of  England  must  still  conti- 
nue a   dead   letter;     the  people 
must  all  be  exposed  incessantly  to 
arbitrary  imprisonment;  in  short, 
the  things  which  now  is,  and  which 
I  need  not  name,  must  continue^  or y 
my  writings  must  have  their  free 
course,  and  I   njust  have,  as  the 
just  reward  of  my  own  talents,  a. 
greater    fortune    than    the    most 
of  you  have  from  those   estates, 
which  you  inherit  from  your  an- 
cestors.      Provoking    as    this   Is 
to  you;    mortifying   as   it  is   t';^ 
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your  insolent  pride,  you  cannot 
help  yourselves;  nor  can  you 
show  your  resentment  in  any  way, 
which  will  not  make  a  fresh  expo- 
sure of  your  folly  and  baseness. 

In  what  1  have  said  above,  I 
by  no  means  wish  to  be  under- 
stood, as  meanin"',  that  there  are 
none  amon^j^st  the  magistrates, 
whose  compassion  one  might  not 
wish  to  have.  The  Magistrates 
in  Monmouthshire^  those  at  Read 


^n^y 


and 


a  Col.    JVilliams  in  Lan- 
cashire,   have   shown,    that  they 
still  retain  some  sense   of  shame 
for  the  situation  of  their  country. 
They,    doubtless,   begin   to  per- 
ceive, that  the    present   state  of 
things  is  not  to  be  temporary,  if 
it  be   meant  to  remain,   until  the 
People  shall  be  content  without  a 
reform.     They  may  begin  to  re^ 
fleet,  that,  in  fact,  all  this  abro- 
gation ot  the  law  is  iov  ijour  sakes, 
and  not  for  the  sake  of  the  peace 
of  the  country  and  the  safety  of 
the  Throne.     Men  may  be  har- 
dened up  by  their  prejudices  and 
their  political  anger  ;   but,  a  time 
comes  for  re/lection  ;   and,  if  the 
Gentlemen  of  England  reflect,  they 
will  soon  perceive,  that  they  are 
the  first  to  be    sacrificed,  seeing 
that  You  and  the  Fundholders  will 
cling  to  each  other  to  the  last  pos- 
sible moment ;  because,  as  I  be- 
lieve at  least,  and  as  I  most  anx- 
iously     hope,'     your      existence 
wholly  depends  on  each  other. 

The  project  for  relieving  the  dis- 
tresses of  the  nation  out  of  those 
very  taxes,  the  raising  of  which  is 
the  cause  of  those  distresses,  is  a 
strong  symptonj  of  the  desperate- 
ness  of  your  situation.  The  young 
patriotic  Boroughmongers  of  Ta- 
vistock and  Bedford  may  prate  as 
long  as  they  please  about  a  ^'  mo- 
''  derate  Reform^'  ;  but,  they  will 
find,  that  there  must  be  no  middle 


course  pursued  to  put  an  end  to 
the  distresses,  which  now  press 
upon  the  nation,  aind  in  which 
the  great  mass  of  the  People  will 
become  every  day  more  and  more 
cool  as  spectators.  These  dis- 
tresses will  take  away  the  fortunes 
of  the  gentlemen  who  remain  not 
ruined;  they  will  sweat  down  the 
bsg  and  merciless  yeomen  ;  they 
will  empti/  out  completely  every 
half-beggared,  insolent  fallow, 
who  has  been  living  upon  war. 
The  mass  of  the  people  must  live. 
They  all  hate  you  to- a  man;  and, 
in  that  hatred  they  will  ^ere  long 
be  joined  by  many,  who  now  eling 
to  your  cause.  All  men  say,  that 
there  is  something  wrong  some- 
where ;  and,  every  man  will  soon 
find  out  where  it  is. 

In. the  Debate  of  the  28th  of 
April,  on  a  Petition  from  Dun- 
fermline, there  were  some  cu- 
rious observations  relative  to  the 
interest  of  the  Debt;  and  the  whole 
passage  is  so  important,  that  I 
shall  transcribe  it  here  for  the  pur- 
pose of  putting  it  upon  record. 

**  Lord    Cochrane    said,    during 
"  many  years  he  had  resided  in  the 
"  neighbourhood  of  Dunfermline,  and 
*'  then  those  persons  who  were  now 
"  petitioning,  maintained  themselves 
"  by    the   manufactures  which  were 
*^  established  in  that  part  of  the  coun- 
"  try  ;  but  now,  in  common  with  so 
'*  many  other  manufactures   in   this 
country,  they  had  fallen  into  de- 
cay, in  consequence  of  the  burden 
of  Taxation,   till  at  last  the  wages 
of  the  workmen  were  altogether  in- 
adequate to  their  support.     Unless . 
a    diminution    of    taxation  should 
take  place   it  was  impossible  that 
the  people  could  be  relieved,  and 
so    long   as    places    and    pensions 
should   be   the  reward    of    subse*-- 
viency,  so  long  would  the  burdens 
continue  and  those  persons  remain 
unrelieved.        It    was    necessary, 
therefore,  that  Parliamentary  Re- 
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**  form  should  take  place — that  that 
*'  House  should  be  purged — that  its 
*'  Members  should  cct  for  the  benefit 
**  of  the  country  at  large,  and  not 
"  with  a  view  merely  to  the  circum- 
**  stances  of  their  own  families,  or 
**  the  rewards  which  might  be  given 
**  to  them.  All  assistance  by  way  of 
*'  issue  of  Exchequer  Bills,  whether  to 
^*  the  extent  of  t'.vouiillionsor  fifty  mii- 
*'  lions,  would  be  found  unavailing; 
**  all  came  out  o(  the  pockets  of  the 
**  people.  Agriculture  must  be  reliev- 
**  ed,  and  comnnerce  revived  by  re- 
**  moving  the  burdens  which  threaten- 
*'  ed  ail  ranks  of  the  country  with  des- 
*'  truction.  He  had  been  down  lately 
*'#into  tlie  county  of  Kent,  v.here  he 
<'  could  noi  help  being  struck  with 
<«  seeing  the  mansions  of  the  country 
<«  Gentlemen  almost  all  deserted,  and 
('  to  be  let  or  sold,  tlie  families  having 
«<  left  the  country.  The  only  relief 
<«  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
<'f  quer  could  grant,  was  a  diminution 
('  of  taxation — all  other  remedies 
<«  were  futile.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
<*  Exchequer  would  find  himself  before 
«<  two  years  were  expired,  and  before 
t'  long,  perhaps,  compelled  to  reduce 
*<  the  interest  of  the  Nationol  Debt. 
i^  And  what  would  be  the  injury? 
<<  Had  they  not  seen  the  value  ot  land 
<*  reduced  one-half,  and  all  other 
<*  property  reduced  in  value  ! — They 
*<  I'ound  it  at  present  necessary  to 
«*  issue  Exchequer  Bills  to  support  an 
*'  enormous  Military  Establishment — 
«'  and  for  what  ? — to  keep  down  the 
^^  peojAe,  icho  were  SKjJering  nnder  an 
'*  insupportable  taxation.  The  only 
«^*  re  ief  which  they  were  to  obtain  was 
<*  the  Cottage  Tax.  1 'ley  did  not 
*'  think  of  relieving  them  from  the 
*'  other  heavy  and  grinding  taxes — 
<'  from  the  Salt  Tax  for  instance, 
<*  which  took  20*.  a  year  from  every 
*'  poor  man  in  the  Kingdom.  By 
*'  the  Malt  and  Salt  Taxes  alone, 
**  the  people  paid  more  than  all 
*'  the  higher  classes  twice  told. 
"  It  was  perhaps  unnecessary  to  pe- 
"  tition,  but  still  if  tliey  did  not 
**  do  so  now,  it  would  soon  be  too 


"  late,  for  there  was  a  point  beyond 
^*  which  sulTering  could  not  be  borne. 
"He  had,  since  coming  home,  seen 
"  many  people  in  a  state  of  starva- 
"  tion — he  had  seen  many  in  such  a 
"state  before  —  and  while  in  tiie 
"  country  he  had  seen  people  lying 
"  starving  about  the  hedges  and 
"  ditches.  That  the  higher  ranks 
"  were  unable  longer  to  bear  the  bur- 
"  den,  was  proved  b}"  the  measure 
"  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
"  quer  was  about  to  propose.  That 
"  measure,  however,  would  not  re- 
"  lieve  that  class  of  men  by  whom 
'^  the  present  Petition  was  presented, 
"  and' with  respect  to  industry,  good 
"  morals,  and  religion,  the  conduct 
"  of  no  class  of  men  was  more  praise- 
"  worthy  than  that  of  the  present 
'*  Petitioners. 

"  Mr.  Grenfell  rose,  to  call  the 
"  attention  of  the  House  to  the  circmn- 
"  stance  thatthe  Koble  Lord  had  offered 
"  a  third  time  to  them,  a  proposition 
"  which  WQs  neither  more  nor  less 
"  than  that  the  House  should  bo 
"  guilty  of  a  breach  cf  public  faith. 
'•  [Hear,  hear,  hear!]-  it  was  not 
"  likely  that  the  proposition  should 
"  make  much  impression  on  them,  or 
"  on  the  good  sense  of  the  people  of 
"  this  country.  It  was  now  the  third 
"  time,  however,  that  the  Noble 
"  Lord  had  submitted  to  them  a  pro- 
"  position,  to  do  that  which  would  be 
"  as  ruinous  to  the  public  interest,  as 
"  it  was  at  variance  with  every  prin- 
*'  ciple  of  good  faith. 

"  Lord  Cochrane  observed,  that 
"  when  he  brought  forward  the  motion, 
'*  which  it  was  his  intention  to  submit 
*'  to  ihe  House  on  this  subject,  it 
"  would  be  then  seen  whether  there 
"  was  any  thing  derogatory  to  na- 
"  tional  honour  in  the  reduction  of 
"  the  interest  of  the  National  Debt. 

*•  Lord  Milton  would  not  have 
'^  risen  ij  these  sentiments  were  conjmed 
'Uo  the  JS^oble  Lord;  but  the  Noble 
"  Lord  was  not  the  onlij  person  who. 
"  euif^rtained  them,  and  it  was  to 
"  guard  against  their  spreadinjj,  that 
"  it  became  the  House  to  estpress  their 
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condemnation  of  them.  He  thoiig^ht 
with  iiis  Honourable  Friend  (Mr. 
Grenfeil)  that  aw/ reduci ion  of  the 
Interest  of  the  NaUonal  Debt  was  a 
breach  oj  public  faith ^  and  such  a 
measure  could  not  (ye  resorted  to 
till  we  tvere  arrived  at  a  m<!ch  greater 
degree  of  distress  than  that  which 
now  prevailed  in  this  counthj.  Tlie 
Funiiholders  would  have  rnwch  to 
coin  pin  in  of,  if  any  thing  like  the 
proposition  of  the  Noble  Lord 
were  entertained. 

*'  Mf.  Wm.  Smith  said,  having 
already  thrown  out  hints  oi  his 
opinion  on  the  subject,  he  should 
think  himself  deficient  in  political 
courage  if  he  remained  altogether 
silent  on  the  present  occasion.  Ke 
did  not  think,  however,  that  the 
subject  ought  to  come  before  the 
House  in  a  bye  way;  he  thought 
this  a  most  improper  mode  of  en- 
tering on  a  question  of  this  sort, 
which  he  wished  to  .see  taken  up  at 
large  on  its  own  grounds.  What- 
ever opinion  he  entertained  on  the 
subject,  he  should  hav«  no  objec- 
tion to  deliver  it  when  the  question 
came  before  the  House." 

The  sublime  Lord  Milton 
has  here  declared,  that,  to  reduce 
the  interest  would  be  a  breach  of 
national  faith.  No,  my  Lord, 
"  the  nation's  best  hope,"  as  the 
hired  Burke  called  you  ;  it  would 
be  no  breach  o{ national  faith  ;  for, 
it  has  not  yet  been  shown,  that 
the  nation  has  borrowed  the 
money.  But,  be  this  as  it  may, 
it  will  be  a  breach  in  the  Borough 
system,  and  that  you  think,  I  dare 
say ;  for,  to  suppose,  that  the 
grant  to  Burke's  executors,  and 
that  the  pensions  to  the  Elliots 
could  continue  to  be  paid,  when 
it  was  found  impossible  to  pay  the 
interest  of  the  Debt  in  full^  is  too 
absurd.  l\\  short,  the  Debt  and 
the  Boroughs  mutually  depend 
on  each  other. 
This  sublime   Lord,    howeyerj 


who  harps  upon  Mr.  Croker's 
250  pounds,  while  he  says  notiiing- 
of  the  thousands  upon  thousands, 
pni4  to  Burke's  execuivrs,  does 
seem  to  speak  on  this  tremulous 
subject  with  some  litiie  qualijica- 
lion.  He  says,  that  ''  !?ucti  a  meH- 
''  suie  could  not  be  resoried  to, 
"  'till  we  were  arrived  at  a  muc/i 
''  greater  degree  of  dislresi'  than 
'•  l/ial  which  now  prevailed  in  this 
*'  country  y  8o  !  ''  The  naiion's 
"  best  hope"  docs,  then,  allow, 
that  there  may  be  such  a  measure 
adopted,  when  the  nation  has  ar- 
rived at  a  much  i^r».'ater  degr-e  of 
distress  !  This  is  the  pinching* 
point !  This  Debt,  contracted  ior 
the  putting  down  of  freedom  in 
Frcince  and  for  the  endeavour 
to  put  it  down  in  America;  this 
Debt,  a  great  part  of  which  can  be 
traced  to  the  pockets  of  you,  the 
Boruughmongers  and  your  depen- 
dents ;  this  Debt,  this  friendly 
Debt,  will,  at  last,  give  our  coun- 
try freedom. 

The  very  talk  of  the  matter,  in 
this  way,  is  a  very  ominous  symp- 
tom.   This  Debt,  my  Lord  Milton, 
is  not  to  be  gagged.     Only  two 
years    ago   you    expressed    your 
eager   desire  to    "  come  to  close 
"  quarters  with  the  Reformers  /" 
but,    the    moment   tliey    accept- 
ed   your   challenge,    you    called 
in    the    genscTarrnerie,    and    not 
only   bound    them    to   keep    the 
peace,  but  gagged  them  into  the 
bargain  ;  and  your  beautiful  aid- 
de-camp,  instead  of  answering  our 
arguments,  called  them    *•'  weeJclt/ 
"  venom^^^   and  reported  the  ne- 
cessity of  new   laws   to  make  us 
hold    our    tongues  !      This    was 
just  what  Burke  did   before  him. 
He  wrote  a  book ;  and,  when  his 
book  was  answered,  and  shown  to 
be  full  of  falsehood  and  of  folly, 
the  pension-hunting  slave  called 
upon  the  Attornej/' General  to  re- 
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£ly  to  his  adversary  !     But,  great 
lOrd  Milton,  you  cannot  silence 
the  Debt  in  this  way.     There  is 
no  gag  that  will  fit  this  devouring 
•friend  of  Reform  ;  and,  the  nio- 
•  ment  its  demands  are  unsatisfied, 
'it  will  set  to  work  to  inquire,  who 
it  is  that  has  received  the  money 
that  was  lent ! 

For   my  part,   I    never   would 

consent  to  reduce  the  interest  of 

'  the  Debt  one  single  fraction,  until 

*  a   refunding   had   taken  place  on 
'the  part  of  all  those  who  have, 

without  services,  been  pocketing- 

the  public  money  for  the  last  forty 

or  fifty  years;  and,  I  would  make 

'  them  give  up  interest  as  well  as 

*  principal.      This  is   so   reasona 
ole  ;  it   is    so  just;   it   is  so  ob- 
Tiously    necessary  to   a  fair    and 
honest  settlement  of  the  account, 

t.that  it  always  strikes  every  man 

*  as  soon  as  the  reduction  of  the 
interest  of  the  Debt  is  mentioned. 
And,  this  it  is  that  alarms  the  Bo- 
roui»hmong:ers  whenever  that  re- 
duction  is  the  subject  of  discus- 
sion.     Discussed,   however,    the 

*  .subject  must  be  ;  and  that,  too,  in 
\  a  very  short  period. 

It  was  discovered  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Lords,  that 
the  character  of  the  People  had  be- 
come   changed,    since    they    had 
,  taken  to  reading  certain  cheap  pub- 
'  lications.      This    is    a    very    bad 
'  symptom  for  the  Boroughmongers. 
V,  Jt  must,  according  to  all  common 
estimate,   have   changed  for    the 
betterj     or    else,   what    becomes 
^  bfthe  thousands  of  printed  state- 
>  ments  of  the  g(»od  effects  of  the 
wondrous  circulation  of  Bibles  and 
,of  Cheap  Tracts?    Here  has  been 
such  a  clutter  about  schools  and 
about  mending  the  morals  of  the 
poor  byjthe  means  o{ reading,  that 
one  almost  expected  to  see  noth- 
inglike vice  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 
And,  all  of  a  sudden,  the  govern- 


ment is  taken  as  it  were  in  ^jit,  at 
the  sight  of  a  two-penny  pamph- 
let!  .  And  every  po(Ver  that  can 
be  put  into  motion  is  exerted  to 
prevent  reading!  The  truth  is, 
th  it  there  is  but  too  much  rv^ason 
to  suspect,  that  all  the«e  plans  for 
teaching  the  pc  ople  what  is  called 
morality',  had  their  orii;in  in  the 
fear  of  their  reading  vvS»at  might 
tend  to  render  them  realli/ enlight- 
ened. It  was  perceived,  that  the 
spirit  of  reading  was  abroad.  It 
was  perceived,  that  the  people 
would  read  ;  and,  the  object  of  the 
Bible  Societies  and  other  ruch  like 
combinations  was  to  prevent  them 
from  reading  politics.  It  was 
hoped,  that  by  feeding  the  cliildren 
with  little  books  about  religion 
anJ  morality,  as  they  are  called, 
they  won  id  be  prevented  from  seek' 
ingfarther.  This  wa^  the  four?da- 
tion  of  all  thess*  Educating  .Socie- 
ties ;  and,  the  total  failure  of  their 
objfct  is  one  of  the  wor-t  symp- 
toms for  you  ;  for,  it  is  impossi- 
ble for  your  usjurpaiioiis  to  be 
long  tolerated  by  a  really  enlight- 
ened people. 

The  People  are  now  reduced  to 
silence ;  but,  i\  has  been  done  by 
force — by  mere  force.  'j'here 
were  no  combinations  a<rainst  the 
form  of  government.  There  ex- 
isted no  desire  to  overthrow  the 
Ufovernment  in  King,  Lords,  and 
Commons.  There  was  no  ground 
for  fear  on  the  score  oi  revolution- 
ary views;  but,  there  was  gi eat 
and  solid  ground  for  fear  on  the 
score  of  the  Boroughmongers  and 
their  families  ;  for  the  people 
were,  and  are,  bent  upon  a  reform 
of  this  evil.  The  talents,  too, 
which  the  People  discovered,  upon 
all  occasions  when  they  came 
forward,  were  such  as  to  astound 
you.  You  called  them  rabble^  and 
their  speeches  and  resolutions  )0u 
called  trash;  but  you  had  sense 
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enough  to  see,  that  this  trash  was 
such  as  you  were  unable  to  come 
up  to.      You  saw    that  political 
knowledge  of  the  highest  order 
was  possessed  in   abundance  by 
those  whom  your  insolent  pride 
had  placed  in  the   "  Lower  Or- 
ders ;"  that  the  leaders  in  the  cause 
of  Reform  had  eloquence  as  well  as 
knowledge  at  command;  and  that 
it  was  impossible  any  longer  to  keep 
the   people  in  the  dark.     While 
political  discussions  were  confined 
to  Palace  Yard  and  to  the  Guild- 
hall, where  a  few  persons,  long 
in  the  habit  of  addressing  the  peo- 
ple, repeated,  time  after  time,  the 
old  common-place  complaint   a- 
gainst  Corruption,  and  where  the 
business  of  the  day  generally  end- 
ed in  some  vague  statement  of  pub- 
lic wrongs;    as  long   as  political 
discussions  were  thus  confined  in 
their   influence,   you  laughed  at 
the  efforts  of  the  Reformers.  But, 
when  you  saw  the  speeches  and 
papers    from   Nottingham,   Man- 
chester, Bristol,   Glasgow,  Pais- 
ley ;  when  you  read  those  eloquent 
speeches  and  papers,  abounding  in 
information  of  all  sorts,  exhibit- 
ing novelty  of  idea,  force  of  ex- 
pression, depth  of  thought ;  when 
you  saw  at  these  and  various  other 
places,  men  lamenting  their  want 
of  education^  far  surpassing  in  elo- 
quence  and   political   knowledge 
any  of  the  cocks  of  the  House  of 
Commons  ;  when  you   saw  them 
seizing  hold   of  and  clearly  dis- 
playing all  the  causes,  near  and 
remote,  of  the  nation's  miseries, 
then  you   became  alarmed  for  the 
safety    of   your    emoluments,    of 
which  emoluments  I  spoke  in  the 
last  Number  of  this  work. 

The  nature,  extent,  and  effect 
of  the  Debt ;  the  transactions  of 
the  Bank  of  England  ;  the  curious 
works  of  the  East-India  Company ; 


the  effects  of  the  changes  in  the 
value  of  the  Paper-money  ;  the 
amount,  distribution,  causes  and 
effects  of  the  taxes  ;  the  origin, 
progress,  and  result  of  pauperism. - 
These  were  matters,  of  which 
you,  and  even  the  College  Doc- 
tors, your  Schoolmasters,  had  only 
a  vague  notion.  They  were  mat- 
ters, to  understand  which  required 
not  only  thought,  but  clear  heads 
to  think  with.  What,,  then,  was 
your  surprize  and  your  affright, 
when  you  saw,  that  they  were  all 
well  understood  by  those  whom 
you  called  the  "  Lower  Orders^^^ 
and  whose  capacities  you  had 
thought  to  be  hardly  sufficient  to 
the  clear  comprehension  of  the 
story  of  the  Babes  in  the  Wood  ! 

There  were  not  wanting  men  to 
envy  this  proof  of  talent  in  the 
people  at  large,  instead  of  seeing 
it  with  delight,  as  might  have 
been  expected  in  them.  It  seems, 
that  they  could  not  find  in  their 
hearts  to  part  with  their  mono- 
poly of  talent  of  this  kind !  A 
most  reprehensible  weakness  !  It 
has,  however,  done  no  harm  to 
the  people's  cause.  It  seemed  to 
be  too  much  for  these  persons  to 
endure,  to  see  rising  up,  all  of  a 
sudden,  hundreds  of  men  of  greater 
talent  than  themselves.  They  saw, 
all  at  once,  the  public  papers  filled 
with  new  names.  They  saw  the 
highest  applause  accompanying 
those  names.  Their  own  names 
they  seldom  saw  in  print.  They 
sickened  at  the  sight  of  the  crowd 
of  intruders.  They  felt  conscious 
of  their  own  want  of  capacity  to 
retain  their  former  planet-like 
station.  They  hecame jroward and 
Itfkewarm,  They  not  only  silently 
consigned  over  the  Reformers  to 
your  tender  mercy  ;  but,  as  I  ve- 
rily believe,  they  secretly  rejoiced  1 
at  the  silencing  of  their  rivals,  and 
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that  their  joy  surpassed  even  that 
of  the  sons  and  daughters  of  Cor- 
ruption. 

These  envious  persons,  too,  look 
forward f  and  calculate  upon  the  con- 
sequences of  a  Reform  to  themselves. 
They  clearly  see,  in  spite  of  their  va- 
nity, that,  if  a  Ref6rm  were  actually 
to  take  place,  talents  would  predo- 
minate, and  that  names  would  soon 
sink  out  of  sight.  They  feel,  that  it 
would  be  impossible  for  them  to  be  at 
the  head  of  a  real  Common's  House  of 
Parliament;  and,  therefore,  it  better 
suits  them  to  have  things  in  such  a 
state,  that  they  shall  always  have 
something  to  complain  of.  Protected 
from  your  fangs  by  their  wealth  or 
station,  they  can,  with  impunity,  deal 
out  their  invectives  against  you,  while 
men  of  greater  talent  are  reduced  to 
silence.  This  is  precisely  the  state 
of  things  which  suits  their  views. 
However,  the  time  for  putting  their 
sincerity  to  the  test  is  now  come. 
There  are  great  numbers  of  men  ac- 
tually in  prison  under  the  Absolute- 
power-of-imprisonment  Act.  If  the 
men,  whom  I  rather  more  than  suspect 
of  secretly  rejoicing  at  this,  now  come 
forward,  not  with  vague,  loose  ge- 
neral charges  against  Ministers,  on 
this  score,  but  with  specific  proposi- 
tions, naming  the  individuals  who  are 
in  prison;  defending  their  conduct 
manflilly;  demanding  inquiry;  and 
stating  all  they  have  heard  as  to  each 
individual  case;  if  they  spend  the 
time  of  the  prorogation  in  visiting  the 
spots  where  the  prisoners  have  been 
said  to  have  committed  crimes,  and  in 
conversing  with  and  succouring  their 
parents  and  their  wives  and  children  ; 
and  if  they  meet  the  Ministers  at  the 


opening  of  the  next  session  with  dis- 
tinct statements  upon  each  case,  ia 
the  form  of  resolutions,  or  otherwise ; 
if  they  make  diligent  and  personal  in- 
quiry into  all  the  cases  where  the  Ma- 
gistrates have  bound  men  over,  or 
sent  them  to  prison,  on  the  authority 
of  Lord  Sidmouth's  Circular;  if  they 
succour  those  men,  or  their  parents  or 
wives  and  children;  and,  if  they  bring 
forward  all  their  cases,  with  the  names 
of  all  the  parties  concerned,  and 
cause  (as  they  may  if  they  choose)  a 
record  of  all  these  facts  to  be  made, 
in  the  form  of  resolutions,  in  the  Jour- 
nals of  the  House  of  Commons;  if 
they  do  these  things,  or,  at  least,  if 
they  perform  this  sacred  duty  to  the 
utmost  of  their  power,  then^  I  shall 
declare  my  perfect  conviction  of  their 
SINCERITY.  But,  if  they  do  none 
of  this  ;  if  they  deal  in  loose  genera- 
lities; if  they  content  themselves  with 
pouring  forth  declamatoi-y  charges 
of  oppression  and  tyranny  against  the 
Ministers;  if  they  wait  for  the  sup- 
plications of  the  prisoners  or  their  fa- 
milies; if  they  suffer  those  supplica- 
tions to  lie  unopened  upon  their  table 
for  weeks;  if  they  amuse  themselves 
with  playing  at  fives,  with  shooting, 
or  with  fox-hunting,  while  the  poor 
prisoners  are  groaning  out  their  last 
breath  in  jail,  and  while  their  wives 
and  children  and  parents  are  perish- 
ing in  despair ;  then  I  shall  be  quite 
certain,  that  my  suspicions  of  their 
INSINCERITY  are  well  founded;  I 
shall  treat  with  scorn  and  contempt 
all  the  professions  of  these  men  of 
th^ir  love  of  liberty  and  of  justice; 
and  shall  set  them  down  amongst  the 
basest  of  hypocrites.     . 

I  have  recommended  nothing  here 
which  is   not   practicable,  and   even 
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easy  of  performance.      A   tour  of  a 
month  would  complete  the  business; 
two  thousand  pounds  would  succour  all 
the  distressed  parties.     And,  besides, 
this  would  inspire  life  into  the  droop- 
ing hearts  of  these  people,  who,  being 
closely  related  to  the   suffering  pri- 
soners, ought  not  to  be  considered  as 
common   paupers.     I  have  here  re- 
commended nothing  that  I  would  not 
do  myself.     I   should  be  ashamed  to 
think  of  enjoying  amusement y   or  of 
amassinff  money,  while  men  were  suf- 
fering  for   having    acted    upon    the 
principles  which  I  had  almost  abused 
them,  for  years,  for  not  acting  on. 
Nothing  is  so  great  a  consolation  to  a 
man,  who  is  shut  up  in  a  prison,  as  to 
Jcnow  that  his  case  is  fairly  stated  to 
the  world,   and  especially  to  know, 
that  it  is  placed  upon  record  in  a  way 
that  gives  him  a  chance  of  finally  ob- 
taining justice.    Nothing  is  more  easy 
than  for  any  Member  of  Parliament 
to  obtain  all  the  facts  relative  to  the 
case  of  each  of  the  State  Prisoners. 
Industry  and   honest   zeal   only   are 
wanted  to  put  these  in  the  form  of 
Resolutions,  which  any  Member  may 
move,  and  which,   if  only  seconded, 
must  be  put  on  the  Journals  of  the 
House.     Is  it  not,  therefore,   a  base 
desertion  of  duty  to  leave  this  un- 
done, if  a  man  has  health  and  talent 
sufficient  for  the  task,  and  if  he  pro- 
fess to  hold  in  abhorrence  the  power 
under  which  the  prisoners  are  suffer- 
ing? 

Distant  as  I  am  from  the  scene,  and 
narrow  as  my  means  may  be,  it  is 
still  in  my  power  to  do  more,  in  this 
respect,  than  I  am  afraid  will  be  done 
by  any  bodj'  else,  though  I  most 
anxiously  hope  that  my  fear  may  be 
groundless.     In  order  that  I  may  do 


all  that  I  am  able,  I  hereby  request 
every  man  who  is,  or  may  be,  shut 
up  under  the  Absolute-Power-of-Im- 
prisonment-Act;  every  man  who  may 
be  imprisoned,  or  held  to  bail,  under 
the  authority  of  Lord  Sidmouth's  Cir- 
cular; every  man  who  may  have  suf- 
fered under  the  Hawkers  and  I'ed- 
lar's*  Act  for  selling  my  writings; 
every  nian  who  may  have  suffered 
under  the  Sedition  Bill;  or,  the  rela- 
tions, or  friends,  of  every  such  man, 
to  make  out  a  full  statement  of  his 
case,  to  relate  the  whole  story,  and 
to  state  all  times  and  names  which 
occur,  and  which  it  may  be  useful  to 
have  upon  record. 

1.  The  name  of  the  suffering  party. 

2.  The  name,  or  names  of  any 
Magistrates,  or  others,  concerned  in 
the  taking  of  him  into  custody. 

3.  The  place  where  the  suffering 
party  resided,  and  the  place  and  time 
of  his  being  apprehended. 

4.  The  jail  where  he  is,  or  was 
confined,  if  imprisoned. 

6.  The  sort  of  treatment  he  has 
received. 

6.  The  amount  of  any  fine,  or  bail. 

7.  Whether  he  has  a  wife  and  chil- 
dren, or  aged  parents. 

8.  His  trade,  or  calling. 

9.  The  circumstances  of  his  family 
or  parents. 

10.  The  nature  of  the  offence  al- 
ledged  against  him,  if  any  has  been 
alledged, 

1 1 .  The  name  and  place  of  abode 
of  the  person  who  makes  the  state- 
ment. 

12.  If  there  be  any  persons,  who 
can  give  evidence  as  to  the  facts, 
their  names  should  be  put  down,  that 
we  may  one  day  or  other,  call  upon 
them. 
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When  the  statement  is  made  out, 
let  it  be  sent,  by  a  private  hand,  it 
possible,     to     The   Publisher   rf  mv 
Pamphlet  in   London,  sealed  up  and 
directed  to  William  Oobbett.  These 
statements  will  then  reach  me,  in  no 
very  long  time,  and  the  parties  shall 
hear  from  me  without  any  expence  to 
them.     There  are  good  men  in  Eng- 
land yet.  who  have  hearts  and  purses 
too,  and  who  think  that  the  suffering 
State  Prisoners  ought  to  be  as  dear 
to  them  as  the  Prussians  and   Hano- 
verians, who  were  so  liberally  relieved 
by    English    Subscriptions.      I    can 
write  to  some  of  these  men.     I  can 
send  them  lists  of  the  sufferers.  There 
isone  in  particular,  whom  I  never  heard 
of  till  I   arrived  in  this  Island,  and 
who  has  most  generousl}^  offered  me 
pecuniary  aid,  in  case  I  stand  in  need 
of  it.     To  this  worthy  gentleman  I 
have  only  to  say,   that  whatever  he 
may  be  pleased   to  give  in  order  to 
comfort  the  State  Prisoners,  or  their 
relations,  I  shall  look  upon  as  given 
to  myself.    I  have  waited  with  some 
impatience    to    see     a     Subscription 
ppened  in  London  for  this  purpose. 
And  unless   it  be  done,  the  sufferers 
^i\\  at  any  rate,  knoAv  that  they  have 
nobody  to  thank.     For  my  own  part, 
it  is,  at  present^  quite  uncertain  what 
means  I  shall  have  at  my  disposal. 
But,  I  know,   that  f  shall  have   my 
liberty^  and  full  scope  for  my  industry, 
untaxed  and   untithed.      So  will  my 
sons;  and  we  are  not  at  all  afraid  of 
having  some  little  matter,  which  great 
frugality    will    enable   us   to    spare; 
and,    next,    after    those  who  imme- 
diately depend  upon  us  for  food  and 
raiment,    the    persons   suffering  un- 
der the   above-mentioned   acts  have 
a  claim  upon  us;  and,  as  our  means 


shall   enable  us,  we  will  afford  them 
and  their  relations  succour.      There- 
fore, I  hope,  that  none  of  these  parties 
will  neglect   to  comply  with  mv  re- 
quest in  forwarding  their  statements  in 
the  manner  before  mentioned.     I  see 
by  the  London  papers,  that  Mr.  Ben- 
bow  of  Manchester,  is  imprisoned  un- 
der the   Absolute-po    er-of-imprison- 
mentAct.  Iknow  Mr.BENBOwtobean 
honest,  zealous,  loyal  little  fellow.  So 
far  from  his  being  disposed  to  any  acts 
oi^  treascn,  I  know  thnt  he  was  gohig' 
to  l^ord  Sidmouth  to  state  to  him  the 
real  situation  of  the  poor  in  Lancashire^ 
and  to  beseech  hirn  lo  do  something  to 
cherr  them  and  to  pr  vent  their  being, 
tlirown    into  confusion  by  despair.     I 
myself  advised  him  not  to  go,  know- 
iufif    that   it    would   be    useless.      Mr. 
Benbow  is  not  a  married   man,   I  be- 
lieve ;  buf,  he  may  have  an  aged  father 
or  mother;  and  if  that  aged  parent, 
or  any   friend   of   Mr.  Benbow,   will 
write    to  me,  and   tell   me    how   the 
money  is  to  be  conveyed,  I  will  take 
care  that  he,  or  his  parent,  cr  friend, 
for  him,  shall  receive  twenty  guinras. 
Mr.  Knight  of  Manchester  also  is,  it 
'^eems,   in  prison.     1  shall  be  glad   to 
hear  from  any  relation,  or  friend,  of 
his ;  and  to  know  whether  I  can  be  of 
any  service  to  them,  in  any  way,  or  to 
Mr.  Knight  himself.     These  worthy 
men    I   look    upon    as  having  a  claim 
upon  me  for   anything  that    I  can  do 
for  there,  even  though   ioconvenience 
and  some  degree   of  suffering  should 
thereby  be  produced  to  myself  and  my 
family.     I  niysclf  am  in  safety,  thanks 
to   this    wise   government    and    brave 
people;  but,  1  never  can  think,  that  I 
am  not  bound  to  feel  for,  and  to  assist 
to  the  utmost  of  my  power,  those  oi 
my  countrymen,  who  have  fallen  with- 
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in  that  grasp,  from  which  t  had  the 
good  fortune  to  escape.  I  should  look 
upon  it  as  unfeeling,  and  even  as  cri- 
minal, if  1  were  to  enjoy  any  thing  be- 
yond mere  necessaries,  while  they  and 
their  wives  and  children  are  in  want 
and  misery. 

For  these  reasons  I  most  earnestly  beg 
them  to  make  known  to  me  their  situa- 
tions, in  the  manner  before  pointed 
out.  Besides,  it  is  necessary  to  collect 
the  facts  now,  w  hile  all  the  parties  are 
alive.  Some  of  these  poor  souls  will, 
I  dare  say,  die  in  prison  ;  but,  by  hav- 
irg  their  names  and  all  the  circum- 
stances on  record,  we  shall,  at  any 
time,  be  able  to  bring  their  cases  for- 
ward, and  to  obtain  justice,  one  day 
or  other,  on  any  one,  who  may  have 
acted  illegally  towards  them.  The 
statements  will  all  remain  safe  in  my 
possession,  to  be  brought  forth  when- 
ever (he  proper  time  shall  arrive  ;  and, 
if  I  should  not  then  be  alive,  my  sons, 
or  one  of  them,  1  dare  say,  will ;  and, 
I  trast,  that  neither  of  them  will  fail 
\o  act  as  their  father  would  have  acted. 
The  writers  of  the  several  statements 
may  rely  upori  their  names  not  hems. 
made  public.  Their  papers  will  all  reach 
me  in  spite  of  every  thing  that  can  be 
done  to  prevent  it.  I  will  arrange  them  all 
properly,  and  will  prepare  the  several 
cases  for  being  brought  forward  when 
the  time  for  doing  it  shall  arrive.  The 
statements  should  mention  the  names, 
not  only  of  i}\e  parties  immediately 
concerned  in  doing  the  things  above- 
mentioned,  but  also  the  names  of  any 
persecuting  individuals y  who  may  have 
aided  or  encouraged  men  In  any  op- 
pressive acts.  The  importance  of  col- 
lecting and  preserving  these  facts  is  so 
obvious,  that  1  will  not  suppose  it  ne- 


cessary to  say  any  more  upon  the  sub- 
ject. 

Another  branch  of  information  is 
also  to  be  attended  to  :  that  is,  the 
conduct  of  the  several  Benches  of  Ma- 
gistrates, or  of  particular  Magistrates, 
with  regard  to  Lord  Sidmouth's  Cir- 
cular. It  will, be  valuable  for  us  to 
possess  the  Speeches  of  Chairmen  of 
Quarter  Sessions,  and  their  Charges  to 
Grand  Juries,  upon  the  subject  of  that 
Circular.  If  these  be  inserted  in  Pro- 
vincial Papers,  they  may  be  forwarded 
to  my  Publisher.  Otherwise  sketches 
of  them  may  be  sent  in  writing.  Be- 
sides these,  it  will  be  desirable  to  pos- 
sess the  names  and  place  of  abode  of 
any  individuals,  who,  by  the  turning 
off  of  tradesmen,  workmen,  or  by  any 
other  acts,  have  shown,  or  shall  show, 
themselves  to  be  persecutors  of  the 
People,  and  aiders  and  abettors  of  the 
Boroughmongers. 

I  should  be  very  much  obliged  to 
afly  one,  who  would  forward  to  me, 
through  the  same  channel,  the  Christ- 
ian and  Surnames  of  all  those  per- 
sons, who  have  been  Governors  and 
Directors  of  the  Bank  of  England  and 
of  the  East  India  Company  since  the 
year  1792 ;  and,  if  possible,  of  all 
those  who  have  been  army  Contractors 
since  that  period.  7'hese  will  be  ne- 
cessary to  a  true  history  of  these 
times;  and,  I  pledge  myself  to  give  them 
'all  their  suitable  place  in  that  history. 
And  now,  my  good  Boroughmongers, 
in  returning  from  this  lortg  digression, 
let  me  ask  you  what  you  flatter  your- 
selves will  be  your  lot  at  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  grand  drama  ?  You  will 
retort,  perhaps,  and  ask  me,  what  I 
think  it  will  be?  To  which  I  answer, 
that  I  cannot  precisely  say,  what  it 
will  be  j  but  that  I  do  really  believe 
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it  will  be  rather  ^'unsatisfactory,^* 
You  must  efface  all  traces  of  recol- 
lection from  the  mind  of  the  People 
of  England  before  yoa  can  hope  to  be 
forgiven.  You  have  been  the  cause 
of  more  misery  than  sword  or  pesti- 
lence ever  produced.  I  looked  upon 
the  lightening,  on  board  the  Importer, 
which  threatened  us  all  with  jnstant 
death,  as  more  kind  and  friendly  to- 
wards us,  than  you  have  been,  and 
are,  towards  the  people  of  that  coun- 
try, Which  was  once  so  happy,  and  is 
now  so  miserable.  There  is  very  lit- 
"  tie  distinction  to  be  made  between 
you.  There  are  some  of  you  who 
play  the  farce  of  pretending  to  disap- 
prove of  the  present  state  of  coer- 
cion. But,  how  can  you  disapprove 
of  the  Act  of  Power  of  Imprison- 
ment, while  you  hold  boroughs?  You 
must  be  hypocrites  in  this  respect : 
for,  it  would  be  impossible  to  hold  the 
boroughs  for  any  length  of  time, 
without  an  army  such  as  now  exists, 
and  without  the  absolute  power  of 
imprisonment,  lodged  in  the  hands  of 
somebody.  It  was  not  main  force 
that  you  had  to  dread;  not  open  in- 
surrection ;  not  open  battle  in  arms ; 
but,  it  was  the  force  of  argument,  ithe 
powers  of  reasoning,  the  operations 
of  the  mind  of  the  nation.  These 
were  what  you  had  to  dread ;  and 
these  were  all  advancing  against  you 
so  fast ;  they  were  surrounding  you 
on  every  side,  and  circumventing  you 
in  every  root,  with  such  force,  that 
you  could  not  have  stood  another 
year,  without  the  recent  measures. 
This  you  saw  very  clearly  ;  and,  there- 
fore, for  any  of  you  to  pretend  to 
disapprove  of  those  measures  must  be 
down  right  hypocrisy,  unless  your 
disapproval    had    been   accompaivied 


with  an  offer  to  surrender  your  bO" 
roughs.  When  I  hear  the  Russelis 
and  Bennets,  at  the  Westminster 
Dinner,  professing  their  abhorrence 
of  the  recently  passed  Acts  of  Par- 
liament; when  I  hear  them  exclaim- 
ing against  Gags,  I  should  like  to  ask 
them,  whether  they  are  ready  to  ap- 
prove of  the  giving  up  of  the  bo- 
roughs? Whether  they  are  ready  to 
rely  solely  upon  the  unbought  voice  of 
electors  for  their  seats  in  parliament? 
Whether  they  are,  in  short,  ready  to 
vote  for  a  law,  which  shall  give  to 
every  man  a  vote  who  pays  a  tax  ? 
Whether  they  are  ready  to  vote,  ac- 
tually vote,  for  a  law,  that  shall  leave 
the  Nobility  nothing  but  what  really 
belongs  to  them  ;  that  is  to  say,  their 
hereditary  legislatorship,  and  that 
shall  give  up  the  Common's  House  to 
the  fair  and  impartial  race  of  integrity^ 
and  talent?  I  should  like  to  put  this 
question  to  them;  and,  if  they  an- 
swered that  they  were  ready  to  do 
all  this,  I,  on  my  part,  sliould  be 
ready  to  confess,  that  1  was  most 
agreeably  surprised  !  Oh,  no!  This  is 
not  what  they  mean.  They  merely 
mean  to  make  the  People  believe, 
that  they  WMsh  for  what  the  people 
wish  for ;  and  this  we  have  a  right  to 
conclude  against  every  one  who  talks 
about  being  a  friend  to  the  liberties  of 
the  country,  and  who  still  holds  a  bo- 
rough; for,  indeed,  what  can  be  more 
ridiculous,  than  to  profess  an  indig- 
nation against  robbery,  while  the  party 
has  not  only  a  part  of  the  stolen  goods 
in  his  possession,  but  while  he  perse- 
veres in  keeping  it  ?  '*  Restitution,  or 
*'  Damnation,**  is  the  maxim  of  the 
Catholic  Priests  in  the  taking  of  the  ^ 
confessions  of  thieves  and  fraudulent 
persons.      But,   these  repentant   Bo- 
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roiiglimongers  seem  to  expect  to  se- 
cure their  salvation  without  making 
restitution.  They  will  be  deceivi'ii  ; 
for  now-a-days,  there  is  not  a  singlv 
man  in  all  Kjigland  who  does  not  well 
know,  that  it  is  the  borough  system 
i;i  which  the  nation  owes  all  its 
miseries. 

Is  it  possible,  that  such  a  nation  can 
have  been  reduced  to  such  a  state  with- 
out a  cause?  What  is  it  that  has  pro- 
duced that  universal  beggary,  that 
starvation,  those  suicides  and  untime- 
ly deaths,  those  innumerable  theft;3 
and  murderSy  which  now  afflict  and 
disgrace  the  land  ?  It  is  the  poverty 
of  the  great  mass  of  the  people;  this 
has  been  produced  by  the  taxes ;  these 
are  demanded  by  the  Army  and  the 
Debt ;  and  these  have  been  created  by 
your  influence.  You,  therefore,  have 
been  the  real  cause  of  all  the  calami- 
ties ;  and  this  is  now  as  well  known 
and  understood  as  the  cause  of  the 
blood  proceeding  from  a  cut  by  a  knife. 
It  is  clear  to  every  man,  that,  if  the 
.people  had  been  fully  and  fairly  re- 
presented, this  Army  and  this  Debt 
would  not  now  have  existed.  There 
was  no  motive,  other  than  that  of  se- 
curing your  power  for  any  of  the  wars 
of  the  last  56  years.  This  country, 
America,  must  have  become  indepen- 
dent in  the  course  of  ages,  but,  it  was 
your  oppressions  that  accelerated  the 
«vent;  and  which  thereby  produced 
tl  new  power  in  the  world  to  face  Eng- 
land upon  the  seas.  Taxation  with" 
vut  representation  was  what  you  then 
contended  for;  and  it  is  what  you 
contend  for  now.  We  are  now  en- 
gaged in  the  old  quarrel  with  you, 
and  you  are  endeavouring,  for  the  first 
^ime,  during  profound  peace,  to  defeat 


us  by  a  suspension  of  all  the  remain- 
ing liberties  of  the  country. 

In  this  country,  there  are  men, 
heartily  devoted  to  our  cause,  who, 
nevertheless,  despair.  But  these  men 
Ao  not  perceive  the  tiovelty  of  your 
situation.  They  say,  that /or/wer  ef- 
forts against  you  have  b.I\  failed.  This 
is  not  correct.  The  efforts  against  you 
in  this  country  did  not  fail.  Besides, 
though  men  have  written  and  talked^ 
for  a  great  many  years  past,  against 
you,  when  did  they  write,  or  talk, 
with  such  effect  as  of  late  ?  When 
were  there  eloquent  and  well-inform- 
ed men  before  rising  up  in  crowds 
amongst  the  people  themselves,  with- 
out any  participation  of  tho^e  who 
call  themselves  the  ''  Higher  Orders'"  7 
When  did  a  million  and  a  half  of  men 
before  petition  for  a  Reform,  and  trace, 
in  their  petitions,  all  their  calamities 
io  this  source  ?  When,  before.,  were 
yon  compelled  io  resort  to  measares, 
such  as  are  now  in  force,  in  order  io 
stifle  the  voice  of  the  People  ?  When 
did  the  Parliament  before  pass  laws 
upon  such  Reports  ?  When  was  the 
press  before  subjected  to  any  thing  so 
near  to  direct  Bourbon  Censorship  ? 
When  was  the  Parliamept  before  com- 
pelled to  issue  Exchequer  Bills  in  aid 
of  the  Poors-Rates?  When  were 
there,  before.^  a  Debt  requiring  44  mil- 
lions annually  to  pay  the  interest,  and 
an  Army  in  time  of  peace  requiring 
nearly  20  millions  more  annually,  with 
a  revenue  falling  short  of  40  millions, 
and  daily  decreasing  ? 

These  are  all  novelties  in  your  situ^ 
ation.  They  are  all  so  many  cir- 
cumstances hostile  to  you,  an^i,  pf 
course,  favourable  to  the  People,  vvhx) 
have  nothing  to  do  but  to  remain 
tranquil  for  a  year  or  two,  and  let 
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you  proceed.  The  thing  will  cure 
itself.  Corruption  will  eat  out  Cor- 
ruption. One  class  after  another  will 
fall  into  misery,  'till,  in  a  short  time, 
the  state  of  things  will  be  such  as  for 
it  to  be  impossible  to  hold  the  system 
together.  Those,  who,  from  folly,  or 
false  pride,  noy  hang  on  to  your 
skirts,  will  be  shaken  off,  or,  rather, 
they  will  drop  off  from  their  feeble- 
ness. You  will  daily  find,  that  such 
persons  begin  to  discover,  that  they 
have  been  sacrificed  for  ^our  sakes 
only  and  that  of  your  associates,  the 
fundholders,  contractors,  and  loan- 
jobbers.  'Till,  at  last,  you  will  have 
nobody  but  yourselves,  and  those 
whom  you  are  able  to  purchase,  to 
support  your  cause.  In  short>  the 
question  still  is,  whether  you  can 
carry  on  your  system  after  the  Fund- 
ing System  is  destroyed ;  for  the 
time  of  its  destruction  must  come. 
This  is  the  question ;  and,  to  know 
how  this  question  is  to  be  decided, 
there  only  wants  time  ;  and  that,  too, 
no  very  long  time. 

There  are  some  men,  in  America, 
and  great  numbers,  too,  who,  from 
father  to  son,  have  always  been  what 
is  called  friends  of  England.  These 
men,  from  a  spirit  natural  to  every 
opposition,  have  constantly  con- 
founded the  English  Government  with 
the  English  JVation.  The  whole  put 
together,  they  have  called  England. 
Their  opponents  have  also  fallen  into 
a  like  confusion  of  ideas.  The  for- 
mer have  contended  that  all  was 
always  right  in  England;  and  the 
latter  the  contrary.  But,  there  has, 
of  late,  been  a  great  change  in  the 
language  of  the  former.  Loose  com^ 
plaints  and  invectives  had  no  weight 


with  them.  They  easily  reconciled 
their  minds  to  Acts,  however  severe, 
against  "  the  friends  of  Bonaparte;"*^ 
against  ^^  Jacobins  and  Atheists.''''  But,' 
now,  when  they  kno v/  that  Napoleon 
is  a  captive  in  our  hands;  now, 
when  we  have  put. an  end  to  all  war 
and  all  danger  of  var ;  now^  when 
we  are  at  peace  with  all  the  world; 
now,  to  see  the  present  system 
adopted,  a  thoL'sand  times  more  se- 
vere than  at  any  period  of  war;  nowi. 
when  it  is  quite  impossible  for  any 
man  to  pretend,  that  we  have  one 
grain  of  freedom  left ;  or  that  it  is 
probable  that  a  time  will  ever  come 
for  the  restoration  of  our  freedom ; 
now,  when  the  Ministers  have  the' 
absolute  power  of  punishing  and 
when  even  tke  inferior  Magistrates 
have  a  like  power,  without  any  trial 
at  all,  to  say  nothing  about  trial  by 
jury ;  NOW,  these  men,  hereditarily 
the  obstinate  defenders  of  all  the  acts 
of  the  English  government,  behold 
these  things,  and  when  they,  wha 
are  generally  by  nature  compassion- 
ate, see,  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
Parliament  itself,  the  undeniable 
proofs  of  the  people  of  their  favourite 
England  being  reduced  to  a  state  ot 
misery  such  as  never  before  afflicted 
the  heart  of  humanity  ;  NOW,  these 
men  begin  to  confess,  that  there  is 
SOMETHING  AMISS  !  They  are 
loath  to  join  their  adversaries  in 
condemning  you ;  but,  at  the  least, 
they  cease  to  defend  you.  They 
keep  silence,  shrug  up  their  shoulders, 
hope  that  the  calamity  and  disgrace 
are  but  temporary  ;  but,  at  the  bottom 
of  their  hearts,  repent  of  ever  having 
been  your  friends  and  eulogists. 
This  is  the  commencement  of  a  most 
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material  change  in  this  important 
part  of  the  world,  ^vhich  has  its  in- 
fluence on  every  other  part,  and 
which  change  is  precisely  of  the  sanie 
sort  as  that,  which  is  going  on  at  this 
moment  amongst  the  good  men,  in 
England  itself,  who  have  confounded 
your  interests  with  those  oithe  King  and 
the  People,  who  have  hitherto  thought 
that  loyalty  and  love  of  country  con- 
sisted in  those  principles  and  acts, 
which  really  had  for  their  object  and 
end  solely  your  exclusive  benefit  and 
aggrandizement. 

Thus,  as  your  pecuniary  means  will 
decrease,  your  friends  will  also  de- 
crease, and  you  will  find  your  trou- 
bles and  your  dangers  daily  grow 
upon  you,  until  the  day  will  arrive, 
when  you  will  have  reason  to  repent, 
that  you  did  not,  in  time,  yield  that 
which  never  was  your  own.  The 
Reformers  have  nothing  to  do  but  to 
wait  with  patience.  Abote  all  things 
not  to  suffer  themselves  to  be  cajoled 
into  any  acquiescence  in  what  are 
called  moderate  Reforms.  Not  to  be 
deceived  by  [specious,  high-sounding 
te/^  from  those  who  e/o  nothing.  Not 
to  be  the  tools  of  the  tools  of  artful 
pretenders  to  public-spirit.  Let  them 
watch  the  actions  of  men.  Let  them 
keep  their  eye  upon  what  men  do, 
and  not  lend  their  ear  to  what  they 


say.  Let  them  see  who  it  is  that  suc- 
cours the  Prisoners  and  their  families^ 
and  who  brings  forward  their  cases  in 
a  plain  and  bold  manner,  and  causes 
them  to  be  put  upon  record ;  and  let 
them  not  give  their  honest  and  cre- 
dulous hearts  to  the  utterers  of  big 
words  about  oppression  and  tyranny, 
who,  in  quitting  the  forum,  retire  to 
the  fives-court  in  Bond-street,  to  the 
Gaming  Houses  a  little  lower  down, 
or  to  the  jovial  Fox-chase,  or  Shoot- 
ing Party,  while  the  poor  sufferers 
are  pining  out  their  souls  in  a  jail, 
without  knowing  the  cause  of  their 
imprisonment,  or  being  able  to  guess 
at  the  time  of  their  delivenance. 

Let  the  People  act  thus,  an  d  lie 
quietly  upon  their  oars.  Let  them 
join  in  no  sham  Whig  meetings  ;  give 
their  sanction  to  none  of  those,  who 
would  slacken  the  cords  in  order  to 
take  afresh  purchase  and  bind  them 
up  for  ever.  Let  them  suspect  the 
sincerity  of  every  one,  who  talks  of 
any  thing  short  of  annual  parliaments 
and  a  vote  for  every  sane  man  twenty- 
one  years  of  age.  Let  them  yield  not 
one  jot  of  their  rights,  and  to  them,  to 
you,  and  to  all  parties,  complete  jus- 
tice will  be  (lone  in  a  scty  very  few 
years. 

W.  COBBETT. 
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A  HISTORY 

OF 

THE  LAST  HUNDRED  DAYS  OF 
ENGLISH  FREEDOM, 

Ending  with  the  Passing  of  the  Abso- 
lute-Poicer -of- Imprisonment    Act,    in 
the  Month  of  March,   1817. 

addressed  to 

Mr.  Joun  Goldsmith,  of  Hamble- 

BON,   AND  Mr.  Richard  Hinxman, 

OF  Chilling, 

WHO  WKRE 

The  Chairman  and  Seconder  at  the 
Meeting  of  the  People  ef  Hampshire 
on  Portsdo^vn  Hill^  in  the  Month  of 
February  1817,  to  Petition  for  a 
Redress  of  Grievances,  and  for  a  Re- 
form in  the  Commons  House  of  Par- 
liament. 


LETTER  lY. 

On  the  Extraordinary/  Conduct  of 
Sir  Francis  Burdett^  during  the 
last  Winter — on  his  Motion  for  a 
Committee — and  on  his  Speech 
.  at  the  Westminster  Dinner,  on 
the  23d  of  May  last. 

North  Hampstend,  JUnng  Tslofid, 
July  «3,  1817. 

My  Worthy  and  Beloved  Friends, 

In  my  last  I  treated  of  what 
passed  in  the  Parliament  at  its 
opening  in  January  last.  It  was 
Ay  intention,  in  this  Letter,  to  go 
toto  the  history  of  the  proceedings 


of  the  Green-Bag  Committee;  but^ 
upon  reflection,  I  choose  rather, 
first  to  examine,  a  little,  the  mys- 
terious    part,    which    our    great 
Leader,  Sir  Francis  Burdett, 
acted  upon  that  memorable  occa- 
sion ;   and,  in  the  pursuing  of  this 
course,  I  am,  in  a  greater  mea- 
sure,  determined  by  the  account 
which  has  reached  me  of  his  mo^ 
lion  on  the  subject  of  Reform  of  the 
20th  of  May  last^  and  which  mo- 
tion was  precisely  tho  thing  which 
the  Reformers  disliked, and  against 
which  they  have  uniformly  pro- 
tested for  years  past,  and  of  which 
I  shall  speak  more  fully  by-and- 
And  here  let  me  observe,  that 
the  past  conduct  of  no  man,  how- 
ever meritorious,  ought,  for  one 
moment,  to  be  put  in  competition 
with  the  good  of  our  country.     It 
is  our  duty  to  examine  freely  the 
acts  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett  as  Well 
as  the  acts  of  Castlereagh  himself. 
Indeed,   the  plain   truth   is   this, 
that  a  clear  statement  relative  to 
the  conduct  of  Sir  Francis,  during 
the  last  winter,  is  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  rescue  the  character  of 
all  the  Reformers  from  the  charge 
of  folly  approaching  to  madness. 
And,  it  now  plainly  comes  to  this  : 
either /le  does  not  belong  to  us,  or  we 
are  the  most  incoyisistent  of  human 
beings,  and  our  prayers  are  worthy 
of  not  the  smallest  degree  of  at* 
tention. 

I  am  well  aware  of  the  ten 
thousand  calumnies,  that  the  per* 
formance  of  this  duty  will  give 
rise  to.     I  am  aware,  that  i  sha},l 
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be  accused  of  dipping  my  pen  in 
poison  to  inflict  a  deadly  wound 
on  the  man,  whose  services  to  his 
country  I  have  so  often  extolled. 
And,  thoug*h  it  be  my  intention  to 
inflict  no  wound  ;  though  I  shall 
have  the  most  respectful  and  most 
kind  feelings  towards  ihe  indi- 
vidual constantly  in  mj  heart; 
though  I  shall  say  not  one  word, 
which  truth,  which  the  good  of 
my  country,  and  which  justice  to 
my  own  character,  do  not  all  im- 
periously call  for;  though  I  shall 
deny  myself  every  aid  that  I  might 
derive  from  private  communica- 
tions ;  though  nothing  which  has 
passedbetween  Sir  Francis  and  me, 
orothers.pn'rfif^c/y,shall  be  brought 
in  to  enforce  any  thing  that  I  may 
have  to  say  ;  still  I  am  aware  that 
I  shall  be  charged  with  every 
thing  that  the  tongue  of  calumny 
can  utter.  But,  even  this  shall 
never  induce  me  to  imitate  the 
example^  which,  in  the  minds  of  a 
great  majority  of  mankind,  would 
fully  justify  me  in  making  public 
all  that  has  ever  passed  between 
us. 

I  jvill  resort  to  the  statement  of 
no  fiicls^  which  are  not  already 
well  known  to  numerous  persons,  | 
and  which  the  public  might  not  j 
Lave  known  as  well  as  L  I  shall  | 
very  ciearJy ,  or,  at  least,  as  clearly  | 
asl-ariiable,  ^tYii  ax!  aceouist  ofi 
tkis  gentiertiati's  co^ndssct^  doring  \ 
the  time  that  I  lia^e  meBtioned;  j 
and  f  shall  inquire  very  fceU'| 
into  tbe  Molixes  4br  tlkat  <aEM-iiiseL    J 

That  I"  h&ve  a  rigM  to  «la  &w  is ' 
emdtn%  asid  I  tliiak  It  wMi  m^n . 
appi^avj  ihoii  it  is  udi^it^'  sm  i-v^.  as  j 
a  rig'ht*     1 1  is  a  dii>.y  i&wmds  siv*  j 

with  the.  sl'^ij^  whmk  I  &we  ^yi^ 
coiiiitry :  a^s^d  wMcli  F  -€^9^  in  a  ] 


their  attachment  to  me  by  every 
piark  within  their  power!  But, 
here  again  will  come  the  old 
charg(  of  my  "  inconsistency,'''' 
My  '''' change  of  opinion''^  will  be 
again  bla  zoned  forth.  What 
change?  The  change  is  not  in 
mjy  opimon^  but,  as  I  shall  show, 
in  the  conduct  of  the  person, 
spoken  of.  Othello,  in  one  act 
of  the  play,  praises  [ago  for  his 
honesty,  fidelity,  and  knowledge  ; 
but,  at  the  close  of  the  drama,  he 
exclaims:  "  perfidiousj  damned 
Iago  !"  No  critic  has  ever 
thought  of  accusing  Othello  of 
either  inconsistency  or  injustice. 
The  Merchant,  who,  to  day,  con- 
fides the  keeping  of  his  strong 
box  to  his  Clerk,  and  who,  to- 
morrow, accuses  him  of  theft  and 
pursues  him  to  the  gallows,  is 
never  accused  of  inconsistenci/*  It 
was  Iago  who  was  inconsistent ; 
it  is  the  Clerk  who  is  inconsistent ; 
and  not  Othello  and  the  Merchant. 
Besides,  it  is  not  my  inten- 
tion to  deal  in  accusations  against 
Sir  Francis  Burdett.  I  impute  to 
him  no  crimes;  I  charge  him 
with  no  perfidy ;  I  insinuate 
nothing  foul  against  him.  His 
conduct  I  impute  io  those  weak- 
nesses in  man's  nature,  which, 
the  far  greater  part  of  mankind 
will  be  ready  to  excuse;  hnt^ 
those  weaknesses  m«ist  he  stated, 
or  tbe  cfearacter  of  Reiorai  and  of 
ih^  lleisrmers  must  be  tblackeeed^ 
latter,  Bateire  as  •well  an 
3nea®is-3s  CTf  al^siti  m  my  !i€a,rE  ansi 
tell  523«5  ^lisit,  if  I  hiv^  ths  |K>wer 
t^  preg-^mt  ii^  I  ^(.m^M  mit  to  per- 

z^  t-«  iefece  Sir  FsTSLnsK'is  j&®  retora 
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his  jealousies  and  of  his  envies^  of 
which    I    complain;    and    of  all 
these  a  man  niaj,  by  an  effort 
of  which    any  man    is    capable, 
easily  cure  himself. 

The  "  good  of  the  cause^''  I  shall, 
by  some,  be  told,  demands  silence 
and  oblivion;  that  the  common 
enemy  will  be  pleased  to  see  this 
disunion.  But  the  disunion  has 
taken  place^  and,  this  was  known 
to  the  Boroughmongers,  and  this 
it  was  that  rendered  them  bold. 
So  that  the  question  is  simply 
this :  shall  the  cause  of  the  Peo- 
ple be  sacrificed  to  the  whims,  or 
the  indecision,  or  the  jealousies, 
or  the  envies,  or  any  other  of  the 
weaknesses  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett, 
or  shall  it  not?  I  answer  in  the 
negative;  and  upon  that  ground 
I  now  proceed  to  inquire  into  his 
conduct,  during  the  last  winter. 

It  is  very  notorious,  that  the 
Reformers  looked  up  to  Sir  Fran- 
cis Burdett  as  the  man  who  was 
to  be  the  great  advocate  of  their 
cause  in  parliament.  Indeed,  the 
calls,  which  he  had  been  making 
upon  the  People^  for  so  many 
years,  to  come  forward  in  a  hody^ 
naturally  led  to  the  universal 
opinion,  that  he  would  be  trans- 
ported with  joy,  when  he  found, 
that  they  had  actually  come  for- 
ward in  far  greater  numbers  and 
with  demonstrations  of  greater 
knowledge,  zral  and  resolution 
than  he  ever  could  have  anticipat- 
ed. Strange  to  say,  the  reverse 
was  the  fact,  and  that  in  the  pre- 
cise degree,  that  he  perceived  the 
People  to  wax  warm,  he  appeared 
to  wax  cold;  and  to  see  nothing 
but  obstacles  in  the  pursuit  of 
that,  to  the  full  accomplishri«ent 
of  which  he  had  ahvays  declared, 
that  nothing  but  the  hearty  and 
unanimous  good  will  of  the  Peo- 
ple was  wanting.  While  all  was 
life  and  hope  amongst  the  lie- 


formersj  he  remained  as  it  were 
entombed  at  Brighthelmstone  anc^ 
at  Hastings,  amidst  a  circle  of  that 
very  Standing  Army,  the  bare  ap- 
pearance of  which  one  would  have 
thought  was  enough  to  blast  his 
sight. 

There  he  remained  until  late  in 
December,   or,    rather,    early  in 
January ;  while  millions  of  men 
were    anxiously    looking,     from 
every  corner  of  the  country,  to 
know  what  he  meant  to  do,  and 
how  he  meant  to  proceed  in  bring- 
ing forward  their  cause  to  a  de- 
cision.     People  were  surprized, 
that  no  Meeting  took  place  in  West* 
minster.       What !    Palace  Yard, 
which  had  been  the  very  focus  of 
Reform,  and  which  had  been  send* 
ing  forth  its  burning  rays  so  long, 
NOW,  when  all  the  rest  of  the 
nation  was  in  a  blaze,  to  become 
dead  and  cold  as  a  horse-pond! 
The  holding  up  of  his  finger  would 
have  produced  a  Meeting  at  West- 
minster.     And  yet   no    Meeting 
took   place,  though  it  was  very 
eagerly  called  for  by  many  most 
respectable  persons,  and  though 
an  occasion  loudly  called  for  it, 
independent  of  the  cause  of  Re- 
form ;  namely,  the  imprisonment 
of  my  LoRp  Cochrane.     It  was 
anxiously  desired,   that  3.  public 
Meeting,  and  not  one  at  a  Tavern^ 
should  have  taken  place  upon  that 
occasion.     Preparations  were  ac- 
tually made  for  such  a  Meeting. 
Nay,  the  Requisition  for  it  was 
sent    to    the  High  Bailiff.     But, 
strange  to  tell,  the  Meeting  dwin- 
dled into  a  Tavern  size  b/  the  re- 
fusal of  Sir  Francis  to  attend  it* 
This  fact  soon  became  public,  and 
a   most    injurious    effect   it   had. 
Lord -Cochrane  had  acquired  great 
and   well-founded  popularity  for 
his   most   manly  conduct   at    the 
London   Tavern,    when  he  blew 
the  sinecure»soup  project  into  air. 
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The  real  causes  of  his  sufferings 
were  now  become  known  to  every 
man  ;  and  his  gullant  perseverance 
and  disregard  of  sufferi'iig  had 
gained  him  tvonderful  applause. 
The Fenn^^ubscription  set  on  foot 
to  pay  his  fine  had  excited  an  en- 
tliusiasrn  that  never  was  surpassed, 
and  in  which  all  rankg,  except 
tax-eaters,  participated  There 
was  never  such  a  Meeting  in  West- 
minster as  that  would  have  been. 
And,  was  it  patriotic  in  Sir  Fran- 
cis to  prevent  that  Meeting  ? 
Would  his  popularity  have  suffer- 
ed because  another  man  received 
marks  of  popularity  ? 

When  Sir  Francis  came  to  Lon- 
don early  in  January,  then^  at  any 
rale,  we  expected   to  learn  what 
were  his  precise   intentions.     In 
this,   however,   we    were    disap- 
pointed ;  though  it  was  impossi- 
ble for  us  to  believe,  that  he  would 
not,  at  the  opening  of  the  Session, 
give  notice  of  his  intention  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  for  a  Reform.     The  idea 
of  a  motion,  for  the  dozenth  time, 
for  a  Committee  to  enquire  about 
the  necessity  oj   a   Reform^  was 
scouted  by  us  all,  not  only  as  ri- 
diculous in  itself,  but  as  manifest- 
ly deceptions  and  mischievous  in  its 
tendency.     But,  of  this  more  by 
and  by.  We  could  have  no  doubt, 
that  a    Bill  was  intended;    and, 
though   we  had  great  reason  to 
complain    of  the  sluggishness  of 
our  Chief,  none  of  us  doubted,  a8 
yet,  that  he  would,  in  the  distinct 
terms  of  a  Bill,  move  for  what  we 
wanted,  and  what  we  were  pray- 
ing for.     It  was  not   more  long 
speeches  that  we  wanted.     It  was 
something  to  the  point ;  something 
that  we  might  ralli/  round  'till  we 
obtained  our  object. 

There  was,  at  the  period  now 
alluded  to,  a  degree  of  hope  and 
of  euHiusiasm,  prevailing,  such  as 
liad  9 ever  before  beeD  witnessed. 


Like  a  salamander  in  the  fire,  Sir 
Francis^  appeared  untouched    by 
the    blaze   of   public    spirit    that 
shone  around  him,  and  the  ardour 
of  which  was  all  directed  towards 
himself   He  appeared  like  a  lover, 
who  hj^d  pass<;d  the  honey-moon; 
or,  rather  like  Vainlove,  in  one 
of   Congreve's   Plays,  who,  as 
another  character  terms  it,  delight- 
ed in  springing  the  covey,  and  then 
abandoning  the  sport ;  for,  instead 
of  being  at  his  house  in  Loudon  to 
answer   the   numerous   eager  in- 
quiries of  zealous  and  honest  men 
from  all  parts  of  the  country,  he 
was,   we   were   told,    hunting  in 
Surrey  with  the  hounds  of  Maber- 
ly,  the  ARMY  TAYLOR !     This 
circumstance  alone,  which  I  found 
to    have  been   truly   stated,  was 
enough  to  excite  suspicion;  and, 
it  did  excite,  in  my  mind,  very 
strong  suspicions;    or,  rather,   it 
confirmed  those  suspicions,  which 
(for    reasons    by   and    by  to   be 
stated)  I  had  conceived  before  he 
came  to  London. 

As  the  day  for  opening  the  Par- 
liament   approached,    his     house 
was,  of  course,  more  and  more  re- 
sorted to  by  Reformers  from  all 
parts   of  the  country;    and,  this 
was  precisely  the  time,  these  mo- 
mentous days  were  precisely  those 
days,  which  he  selected  ybr  spend- 
ing  in  Leicestershire  a  fox-hunt* 
ing!     Why!  I  loved  the  country 
and  hated  London  quite  as  cordi- 
ally  as    he  did.      I  could    have 
written,  too,atBotley,  justas  well 
as  in  London ;    but,  I  thought  it 
my   duty,   or,   rather,    I    thought 
nothing  about  the  matter ;  I  feltj 
that  I  could  not,  at  such  a  time,  be 
absent  from  the  place  of  grand  re- 
sort   without  committing    some- 
thing very  little  short  of  a  crime. 
If,  indeed,  he  had  been  fixed  in 
his  purpose  to  bring  in  the  Bilh 
his  absence  might  have  been  pru- 
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dent  to  avoid  solicitations  on  the 
otlier  side.  But,  the  real  motive 
of  so  perfectly  voluntary  an  ab 
sence  became  but  too  apparent  in 
the  sequel  :  that  is  to  say,  to 
avoid  our  itnportunities  to  keep 
up  to  the  mark  of  our  wishes ;  a 
niotiye  which  became  the  more 
obvious,  when.it  was  considered, 
.  that  he  had  ]ei\  his  Son,  whose 
iiiness  had  'till  then  been  the  os- 
tensible cause  of  his  absence,  and 
had  also  left  all  his  family,  in  Sus- 
sex, while  he  took  his  line  of 
march  to  the  North. 

The  day  of  the  Meeting  of  Par- 
liament was  now  at  hand.  The 
Town  was  crowded  with  new  faces 
and  anxious  hearts  trom  all  parts 
of  the  kingdom.  He  being  ab- 
sent, and  no  one  being  able  to  tell 
when  he  would  return,  the  houses 
of  Major  Cartwright  and  myself 
became  the  scenes  of  inquiry  and 
information.  In  answer  to  the 
eager  questions  about  Sir  Francis, 
we  held  out  a  confident  reliance 
upon  his  coming  in  time  to  carry 
down  the  Petitions  and  to  give 
his  Notice  to  move  for  leave,  to 
bring  in  a  Bill.  The  Major  really 
expected  this,  and  though  1  did 
not,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  hold 
out  hope  to  the  last  possible  mo 
njent.  In  the  meanwhile  the  De- 
puties^ called  together  by  a  paper, 
signed  hy  Sir  Francis  himself y  met, 
came  to  certain  resolutions  as  to 
what  sort  of  a  Bill  it  ought  to  be ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  resolving, 
that  they  had  so  entire  a  confidence 
in  the  integrity  and  wisdom  of  Sir 
Francis,  that  they  were  willing  to 
leave  the  details  of  the  bill  to  him. 

Day  after  day  passed,  and  no 
news  from  Leicestershire  \  The 
eve  of  the  Parliament's  Meeting 
brought  no  Sir  Francis !  Nay,  the 
morning  brought  no  comfort:  no- 
thing to  cheer  the  half  distracted 
crowds  of  bearers  of  Petitions,  who 


I  had  come  up  in  full  expectation  of 
being  received  by  him  with  open 
arms,  and  who  longed  even  for  a 
riii>ht  of  him.  In  this  state  of  things, 
tiud  at  about  ten  o'clock  in  the 
Hiorning  of  the  day  of  opening,  I 
went  to  Major  Cartwright's,  who 
had  about  a  dozen  of  the  bearers 
of  Petitions  in  the  room  with  him, 
and  who  had  told  them,  thpt  he 
liad  received  a  letter  I'rom  Sir 
Francis  saying  that  Ife  would  be 
with  him  that  morning,  and  that 
he,  the  Major,  expected  him  to  ar- 
rive every  minute.  ''  Sir,"  said  I, 
"  I  will  not  disguise  tmm  these 
*'  gentlemen  my  real  opinion. 
•'  I  have,  for  some  weeks  sus- 
'^  pected,  and  I  have  told  you 
'*•  my  suspicions,  that  Sir  Fran- 
"  cis  Burdett  will  not  give  Notice 
•'  of  a  Bill,  and  that  he  wili  make 
'-^  no  great  and  bold  effort  in  our 
'^  cause.  And  I  do  not  now  be- 
"  lieve,  that  he  will  call  upon  yoa 
*•  to  day ;  I  do  not  believe,  that  he 
"  will  carry  down  any  Petitions 
''to-day;  I  do  not  believe,  that 
''  he  will  make  any  stand  for  us  in 
''  the  House ;  and  I  advise  these 
"  gentlemen  to  carry  their  Peti- 
''  tiohs  to  Lord  Cochrane,  who, 
"■  I  have  authority  to  say,  will 
''  give  Notice  of  a  Bill,  if  Sir  Fran- 
'^  cis  does  not  " 

The  audience  were  astounded 
at  my  words.  Many  of  th^m  had 
received  positive  instructions  to 
deliver  their  petitions  into  the  hands 
of  Sir  Francis  Burdeit  alone.  They 
were  at  a  loss  what  to  do.  But,  at 
last,  as  many  of  them  as  could  be 
found,  assembled  at  Charing-Cross, 
in  the  manner  described  in  my  last 
letter  to  you,  and  proceeded  with 
their  Petitions  to  the  House  of 
Lord  Cochrane,  who,  as  i  have 
there  described,  was  carried  into 
Westminster  Hall  with  the  Bristol 
Petition  in  his  arms,  and  with  the 
resolution  in  his  mind  to  give  No* 


747]  History  OF  the  Last  Hundred  Days  of  English  Freedom.  [748 


ike  of  a  Bill^  if  Sir  Francis  Bur- 
dett  did  not. 

Here  I  should  observe,  that  his 
Lordship,  who  is  timid  only  when 
there  is  no  real  danger^  and  hold 
only  when  there  is    real  danger^ 
for  a  long  time  resisted  our  impor- 
tunities to  give  Notice  of  a  Bill, 
chiefly  upon  the  ground,  that  it 
vi^ould  be  done  with  so  much  more 
and  so  much  better  effect  by  his 
colleague.      But,    answered    we, 
your  Lordship  is  convinced  that  it 
ought  to  he  done;  that  our  only 
chance  of  success,  at  this  time,  de- 
pends upon  this  one  act,  done  in  a 
bold  manner;  and  will  you  suffer 
the  cause  of  the  People  to  be  de- 
prived of  this  chance,  rather  than 
not  do  the   thing  yourself;    that 
People,  who  have  shown  so  much 
zeal  in  ^our  cause ;  who  have  re- 
sented so  boldly  all  your  wrongs ; 
who  have  been  ever  ready  to  stand 
by  you  to  the  last?    Does  your 
Lordship  think  it  just^  that  the 
cause  should  wait  the  good  plea- 
sure, the  leisure  hours,  or  the  whim 
of  any  man  living  ?    Do  you  think, 
that  the  thousands  of  men,  any  one 
of  whom  would  do  the  thing,  were 
they  in  Parliament,  as  ably  as  Sir 
Francis  Burdett,  will  be  satisfied 
withyourdecliningtodoit,  merely 
out  of  deference  to  him  ?  Do  you 
think,  that  the  People  of  West- 
minster,  who  have  placed  it  in 
your  power  to  do  so  much  for  the 
country,  will  be  satisfied  with  your 
doing  nothing,  because  your  col- 
league will  do  nothing? 

His  Lordship  was  convinced, 
that  it  was  his  duty  to  do  it;  and, 
liow  he  came  not  to  do  it  remains 
to  be  explained,  and  forms  the  most 
curious  part  of  this  most  curious 
history.  When  ray  Lord  Cochrane 
arived  in  the  House,  Sir  Francis 
was  there^  and  had  GIVEN  A  NO- 
TICE, but,  of  what  sort  Lord 
Cochrane  could  ijiot,  probably,  dis- 


tinctly  learn.   Sir  Fr antcis,  who, 
as  I  had  predicted,  Iiad  not  called 
upon  Major  Cartwright,  had  taken 
also  such  special  care  not  to  come 
in  contact  with  any  Reform er,  that 
he  actually  came  in  a  straight  line 
from  Leicestershire  to  the  door  of 
the  Honourable  House  in  a  post 
chaise,  and  passed  by  the  end  of 
New  Palace  Yard  just  at  the  time 
when  the  thousands  of  people  were 
carrying    Lord   Cochrane   to  the 
other  door  of  that  House!    He 
would  naturally  expect,  from  this 
indication,  that  his  Lordship  had 
been  chosen  to  occupy  his  place  as 
to  the  Bill,  about  which  we  were 
so  anxious ;  and,  hefore  his  Lord- 
ship, who,  on  account  of  the  crowd, 
moved  slowly,  could  arrive  and 
take  his  place,  he,   Sir  Francis, 
had  given  his  Notice  for  a  Com- 
mittee;  that  is  to  say,  for  whaM:  the 
French  call  a  parler  pour  parler, 
and  what  we  call  a  talk  for  talk 
sake;  or,  in  this  case,  for  a  giving 
the  ihiug  the  go 'hi/ !  When,  there- 
fore,  Lord  Cochrane,  agreeably  to 
his   promise,   asked    Sir  Francis 
whether  he  was  about  to  give  his 
notice^  the  latter  answered,  that  he 
had  given  it.     After  this  for  Lord 
Cochrane  to  give  any  Notice  upon 
the  same  subject,  would  have  been 
at  once  to  proclaim  a  division  be- 
tween them ;    and,  therefore,  he 
did  not  do  it. 

I  am  loath  to  call  this  acting  the 
part  of  the  dog  in  the  manger;  and 
I  beg  of  you,  my  goocT  friends, 
who  have  been  as  great  admirers 
of  Sir  Francis  Burdett  as  any  in 
the  kingdom,  to  give  to  this  act 
the  most  mild  association  of  epi- 
thets and  terms  that  your  justice 
will  permit  you  to  employ.  But, 
willing  as  I  should  be  to  6top 
short  of  direct  censure,  it  is  im- 
posssible  for  me,  without  first  di- 
vesting myself  of  all  feeling  for 
the  suffering  »ation  and  its  cause, 
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to  speak  in  any  terms  short  of  di- 
rect censure  ot"  the  greater  part  of 
Sir  Francis's  condnct  subsequent 
to  this  epoch. 

We  have  ^een,  in  former  letters, 
that  the  Prince's  Speech  had,  for 
its  main  object,  to  reprobate  the 
Reformers*   and    to    produce  new 
laws  to  put  them  down^  or,  at  least 
to  teduce  them  to  silence.    The  fo]- 
Jowini;  words,  at  the  close  of  tho 
speech,  could  leave  no  doubt   of 
this  in  the  mind  of  any  man  living. 
I   hjvve   quoted    thesr   words   be 
fore,    l>ut  they  u'Ust  find  a  place 
here,  in  order  to   a  clear  nnder- 
standino'  of  what  is  to  follow  : — 
'^  In  considering  our  internal  si- 
"  tuation,  you   will,  I  doubt  not, 
*'  feel   a  just  indignation   at    tb" 
*^  attempts  which  have  been  made 
^'  to  take  advantage   of    the    dis- 
/'  tresses  of  the  country,   for  the 
^'  purpose  of  exciting  a  spirit  of 
'^  sedition  and  violence. — I  am  too 
*'  well    convinced    of  the   loyalty 
^'  and  good  sense  of  the  great  body 
^^  of  his  Majosty's  subjects,  to  be- 
^'  lieve  them  capable  of  being /7er- 
*'  verted  hy  the  arts  which  are  em- 
"  ployed  to  seduce  them  ;  but  I  am 
^^  determined  to   omit  no  precau- 
'^  tions   for  preserving  the  public 
^'  peace,  and  for  counteracting  the 
*'  designs  of  the  disaffected:  and  I 
*'  r/sly  with  the  utniO=t  confidence 
''  on  2/our  cordial  support  and  co- 
*'  operation  in  upholding  a  system 
*'  of   lam   and   goveriiment^  from 
^'  which   we   have   derived  inesti- 
^'  mable  advantages^  which  has  en- 
*'  abl.  d  us   to  conclude,  with  nn- 
*'  exampled      glory,     a     contest 
*'  whereon  depended  the  best  in- 
^'  terests  of  mankind,  and  which 
*'  has  been   hitherto  felt  by  our- 
*^  selves,  HS  it  is  acknowledged  by 
*'  other    nations^    to   be  the  mo^t 
^'perfect    that    has    ever    fallen 
"to    the   lot  o{  any  people.'*' — 
Was  it  not  of  the   yery  first  im- 
portance, that  these  assertions  and 
these  propositions,  should   be  in- 
stantly  met  with  flat  contradiction 


and  with  decided  reprobation?    Did 
not  all  the  world  see,  the  moment 
they    saw   this  speech,   what   the 
Ministers  were  driving  at?    Could 
Sir  Francis  Burdett,  then,   have 
any    doubt     upon    this    subject? 
Must  he  not  have  been  certain^ 
that  Gagging  Bills  were  intended 
in  order  to  silence  those,  whom  he 
had  for  many  years  been  reproach- 
ing for  their  silence  upon  this  very 
subject  ?     And  yet  he  suffered  a 
two-day's  debate  upon  this  speech 
to  pass  over,  without  ever  saying 
07ie  single  word  in  disapprobation 
of  any  part  of  it!     Though,   as 
every  man  must  have  seen,  this 
was  the  time,  and  the  only  time, 
to  meet  and  rebut  the^>e  unfounded 
charges    against    the  Reformers, 
and  to  give  the  alarm  as  to  the 
measures  about  to  be  hatched  and 
brought  forth.     During  this  long 
debate   there   was  ho   species   of 
abuse  that  was  not  heaped  upon 
the  Refonners;    their  meetings, 
their    petitions,    their    speeches, 
their  publications.     All  these  were 
called  venomous,  seditious,  blas- 
phemous,  rebellious.      And,    all 
this  he  heard  without  uttering  one 
single    word     in     our     defence  i 
Nay,  what  is,  if  possible,  worse, 
he  declined,  or,  rather,   refused, 
to  say  one  word  in  our  defence, 
when  a  proposition  to  do  so   was 
offered  to  be  brought  forward,  and 
actually  was  brought  forward  by 
another  ! 

Duringthedebateonthe  Speech, 
Lord  Cochrane,  seeing;  no  one 
willing  to  make  a  stand,  or  even 
to  utter  a  word,  in  our  defence, 
and  knowing,  as  every  man  must 
have  kaowu;,  what  the  close  of  the 
Speech  aimed  at,  moved  the  fol- 
lowing amendment  to  the  address. 
*^  That  this  House  has  taken  a 
"  view  of  the  public  proceedings, 
"  throughout  the  country,  by 
"  those  persons,  who  havp  met  to 
^'  petition  for  a  Reform  of  this 
^'  House,  and  that,  in  justice  to 
"  those  persons  as  well  as  to  the 
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''  people  at  large,  and    for    the 
''  purpose  of  convincing  the  peo 


*'  pie  that  this  House  wishes  to 
''  entertain    and     encourage    no 
""  misrepresentation   of  their  ho- 
*^  nest    intentions,     this     House 
*^with  great  humility,  beg  leave 
^'  to  assure  his  Royal  Highness, 
."  that  they  have  not  been  able  to 
*'  discover  one  single  instance,  in 
*'  which  meetings  to  petition  for 
*' Pari  iamentary Reform  have  been 
^'  accompaoied  with  any  attempt 
''  to  disturb  the  public  tranqui!- 
^' liiy ;    and   this    House  further 
**  beg  leave  to  assure  his  Royal 
^'  Highness,  that,  in  order  to  pre- 
^'  vent  the  necessity  of  those  rigo- 
^^  rous  measures,  which  are  con- 
*'  templated  in  the  latter  part  of 
*'  the  Speech  of  his  Royal  High- 
*'  ness,  this  House  will  take  into 
*^  their    early    consideration  the 
^'  propriety    of   abolishing   sine- 
*'  cures  and  unmerited  pensions 
*'  and  grants,  the  reduction  of  the 
*'  civil    list,  and   of   all  salaries 
*'  which  are  now  disproportion- 
*'  ate    to    the    services,    and  es- 
**  pecially,  that  they  will  take  into 
*'  their  consideration  the  Reform 
^^  of  this  House,  agreeably  to  the 
^' laws  and  constitution   of    the 
*'  land,  this  House  being  decided- 
*'  ly  of  opinion   that  justice  and 
^^  humanity,   as  well    as    policy, 
*^  call,  at  this  time  of  universal 
*'  distress,  for  measures  of  con- 
*' ciliatioH,  and    not    of   rigour, 
*'  towards    a    people   who    have 
''  made  so  many  and  such  great 
'^  sacrifices,    and    who    are   now 
*'  suffering,    in    consequence    of 
"  those  sacrifices,  all  the  calami- 
*'  ties   with  which  a  nation   can 
"  be  afflicted." 

Now,  though  it  is  very  well 
known  that  this  amendment  would 
not  have  beencfln7ec/,itis  also  well 
known,  that  a  debate  would  have 
grown  out  of  it,  in  which  debate 
would  have  come  naturally  under 
review  all  the  conduct  of  the  Re- 
formers, all   their  Petitions  and 


Publications,  and  that  here  might 
have  been  fought  a  glorious  battle 
affainst   the    intended    measures. 
In  short,  if  this  battle  had  been 
fought  by    Sir    Francis    Burdett 
with  resolution  and  boldness,  the 
Ministers  would  have  been  check- 
ed  at  the   out-set.     The  People 
would    have    been     encouraged; 
they  would  have  petitioned  against 
the  measures  that  followed  upon 
the  heels  of  the  Speech  ;  and,  I 
verily   believe,      that    the    State 
Dungeons  would  now  have  been 
empty,  and  that  I  should  not  have 
been   in  exile.      But,  instead  of 
fighting  a  battle  upon  these  grounds 
so  fair  and  so  advantageous.  Sir 
Francis  Burdett  did  not  even  second 
the  motion,  so  that  it  dropped  dead 
without  ever  being  put  from  the 
chair  !     And  what  was  his  excuse 
for  not  having  seconded  this  mo- 
tion, upon  which,  perhaps,  the  li- 
berties of  the  country  hung?  Why, 
that   he  was  out  in   the   gallery 
when  it  was  put,  and  was  going 
home.     This  he  told  you,  People 
of  Westminster,  in  Palace  Yard; 
but,  he  did  not  tell  you,  that  he 
had  seen    the    motion  before^  and 
that  he  knew  it  was  going  to  be 
made !     True  he  was  absent  when 
the  motion  was  made;  but  WHY 
was  he  absent  ? 

This  is  not  the  way,  in  which 
Sir  Francis  Burdett  has  been 
treated  by  the  PEOPLE.  He  has 
been  put  into  Parliament  by  a 
subscription,  not  of  the  Russells 
and  others,  of  whose  acquaintance 
and  support  he  now  boasts,  but  of 
the  Reformers  all  over  England! 
Did  the  people  treat  him  thus, 
when  he  stood  for  Middlesex  ? 
Did  they  treat  him  thus,  when  he 
was  sent  to  the  Tower;  or,  when 
he  came  out  of  the  Tower  ?  Have 
they  ever  abandoned  him  for  one 
single  moment?  Have  they  ever 
drawn  off  from  him,  when  his 
enemies  have  called  him  vio- 
lent and  seditious?  And,  as  to 
the  publications  of  the  Reformers, 
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which   he   tacitly  suffered  to    be 
loaded  with  every  species  of  abuse, 
has  he  ever  be^n  abandonedhy  those 
publications  ?     Have  those  publi- 
cations ever  been  silemt  when  he 
was  an  object  of  calumny?     Yet 
he  could  sit  out  two  whole  debates 
silent  as    a   mouse  in   a  cheese, 
while  these  publications  were  re- 
presented as  "  venoiUy^  and  while 
their  authors  were  marked  out  as 
fit  objects  for  the  dungeon!     Let 
us  hope,  if  we  can,  that  his  future 
conduct  may  be  such  as  to  cause 
this  to  h^  forgiven  ;  but  I  frankly 
avow,  that,  by  me,  it  can  never 
be  forgotten.     1  refrain  from  im- 
puting this  silence,  upon  such  an 
occasion,   to  ingratitude^  because 
thatistheblackest  of  crimes;  but, 
to  what  am  I  to  impute  it?     To 
talk  of  '^  indolence  f''"*    to  talk  of 
''  sluggishness  /"  to  talk  of  "  in^ 
advertence  ;'^   to    talk   of    any   of 
these,  in  such  a  case,  is  to  insult 
common  sense  in  the  manner  the 
most  gross.     The  poor  creatures 
in    the    }31ack-Hole  of  Calcutta 
were  obliged  to  submit  to  suffoca- 
tion, because  the  Vizir  was  asleep^ 
and  no  one  dared  to  disturb  his 
repose!      But,  was  it  thus,  that 
the  People  of  England  were  to 
suffer,  because  "Sir  Francis  Bur- 
dett,  who  owed  them  so  much, 
was    not    disposed    to  open    his 
mouth?     When  charged  with  this 
neglect  of  duty,  at  a  subsequent 
Meeting  in  Palace  Yard,  he  said, 
that  he  had  often  heard  of  Mem- 
bers being  blamed  for  what  they 
had  done;   but  that  he  never  be- 
fore heard  of  any  Member  being 
censured  ybr  zejAfl/  he  had  not  done. 
No :    but,  surely,  he  must  often 
liave  heard  of  men  being  not  only 
blamed,  hut  punished,  for  not  hav- 
ing done  certain  things;    and  he 
will  find,  I  believe,  that  not  to  de- 
nounce a    treason,   of  which    we 
have  knowledge,   is  a  crime  pu- 
nishable with  death  by  the  law  of 
the  land.     So  that  this  was  an  at- 
I  tempt  to  parry  the,  charge  by  a 


mere  turn  of  expression.    What! 
in  the  caJtaJogue  of  offences  against 
our  country,  does  no  such  thing 
as  a  neglect  of  didy  find  a  place? 
And,   when   Sir  Francis  Burdett 
was  elected  for  Westminster,  did 
not   the  patriotic  people  of  that 
City,  expect  him  to  do  something 
for  them  ?  Yes,  they  expected  him 
to  be  the  great  champion  of  the 
cause  of  liberty,  and  more  especi- 
ally of  the  cause  of  Reform.    Was 
not  this  the  case?    Will  any  man 
deny,  that  this  was  the  ground  of 
all  our  exertions,  our  votes  and 
subscriptions?    And,  was  he  not 
bound,  then,  to  act  agreeably  to 
this  clearly  understood  compact; 
or,  to  resign  his  seat  ?    He  cannot 
give  us  a  Reform  of  the  Parlia- 
ment.     I   know   that   very   well. 
Our    plan    of    Reform,     though 
standing  upon  the  \evy  principles, 
which  he  has  so  long  inculcated, 
he    might   not  now    approve  of. 
But,  could  he  not  have  opened  his 
lips  in  defence   of  our  conduct, 
when  that  conduct  was  so  perfect- 
ly  legal,   that  the  Law  Officers  of 
the  Crown,  with  their  two  pair  of 
sharp  eyes,  could  find  nothing  in 
that  conduct  to  prosecute  ?   Well ! 
but  suppose  us  Reformers  to  have 
become  too  violent  for  his  more  so- 
ber years.    Was  the  per^^onal  free- 
dom of  all  the  rest  of  the  nation  of 
consequence  not  sufficient  to  call 
forth  a  word  from  him?     He  did 
oppose  the  ^\\\^  afterwards  ;  and 
so  did  Lord  Milton   w!io  was  one 
of  the  Green  Bag  Committee,  and 
who  voted   for  new   laws  in  that 
Coiiimiltee.     Oh,  no  !  It  was  not 
subsequent    harangues    that    were 
wanied.     It  wasag;illant  fiiihi  at 
the  outset;  and,  besiiies,   never, 
from    first   to   last,   though   sjuch 
n  numerous      opportunities      were 
offered,    did    he   utter  one  single 
Si/ liable  in   our  defence;  bu<,  on 
1  the  contrary,  by  de  iling  in  vague 
j  generalities,  seemed  to  allow, ///a^ 
•  our  conduct  was  nat  to  he  defended, 
j  Let  us  hope,  my  good  friends  in 
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En 2:1  and,  that  we  shall  live  to  see 
the  day,  when  we  shall  not  stand 
in  need  oihim  for  a  defender  !  If 
lie  did  not  toss  us  down  to  be 
worried  bj  the  Ministers,  he,  at 
any  rate,  stood  and  looked  on  as 
an  uninterested  Spectator. 

Doubt.tss,  there  would  have 
been  Bi!ls  of  some  sort  passed,  in 
spite  of  all  that  he  could  have 
done.  But,  is  it  likely,  that,  if  he 
had  fought  our  battle,  in  the  man- 
ner that  it  might  have  been 
fought,  and  that  he  was  so  well 
able  to  light  it ;  is  it  likely,  that  if 
this  had  been  done,  the  same  mea- 
sures would  have  been  proposed  ? 
At  any  rate,  he  was  in  a  place 
where  he  dared  speak  out ;  where 
he  ran  no  risk  in  describing 
those  measures  in  their  true  co- 
lours; where  he.  could  have  pro- 
posed ResolutiojiSy  which  he  was 
sure  would  be  seconded ;  and 
where  he  could  have  p.aced  iipon 
indelible  record  the  infamous 
conduct  of  our  enemies.  And, 
was  it  not  a  neglect  of  an  im- 
perious duty  not  to  do  this? 
There  were  hundreds  of  those 
men,  whom  he  thus  abandoned  to 
the  rage  of  the  Boroughmongers, 
who  would  have  done  all  this, 
and  more  than  all  this,  and  who 
would  have  done  it  well  too.  This 
he  knows ;  and  sorry  I  am  to  say, 
that  1  believe,  that  this  knowledge 
led  him  to  see  without  any  great 
regret,  if  not  with  inward  satis- 
faction, ani/  measures  adopted  that 
were  calculatc-d  to  keep  those  men 
from  being  his  competitors  for  po- 
pularity and  for  renown.  > 

Other  motives  have  been  ascrib- 
ed; but  we  AidW  find,  I  believe, 
upon  a  fair  examination  of  his 
conduct,  that  all  the  indications 
of  those  other  motives  resolve 
themselves  into  so  many  concur- 
rent presumptive  proofs  of  this 
all  devouring  and  destructive  mo- 
tive. It  was,  indeed,  subject  of 
wonder  and  of  astonishment,  when 
his  only  son  became  an  officer  in 


that  very  standing  army,  against 
the  practices  in  which,  and  against 
the  very  existence  of  which,    the 
father  had,  all  his  life  long,  been 
so   loudly   inveighing.      For   my 
part,  when  I   first  heard  of  the 
fact,  I  treated  it  as  one  of  the  lies 
of  the  day,   intended  for  twenty 
four  hours,  to  injure  the  charac- 
ter of  Sir  Francis.     What,  then, 
was  my  astonishment;  w'hat  was 
my  sorrow,  whea  I  riot  only  found 
that  his  son  was  in  the  Standing 
Army,   but,   that   he   was   in   the 
Princess  own  Regiment ^  and  serv- 
ing under  one  of  those  very  Ger- 
7nan  Officers,  to  employ  whom  in 
such  a  car»acity  is  notoriously  a 
daring  violation  of  the  law!  Had 
the  son,  led  away  by  the  military 
madness  of  the  day,  and,  possibly, 
decoyed    by    some    of  his    com- 
panions amongst  tlie  aristocracy, 
who   would    materially  wish    to 
give   pain  to,    and  excite    suspi* 
cions  respecting  the  father,  dashed 
into  the  ranks  in  time  of  war,  in 
search  of  "  honourable  scars" — 
Even   in  that  case,   the  circum- 
stance must  have  awakened  some 
degree  of  suspicion.     But,   here 
is  a  joining  of  the  Standing  Jrmt/ 
in  time  of  peace^  the  very  existence 
of  which  the  father  has  reproba- 
ted in  every  term  of  reprobation. 
The  commission  might,  possibly^ 
be  dated  before  the  close  of  the 
war;  but,   Mr.  Burdett  did    not 
join  his  regiment  till  peace;  ahd, 
besides,  there  was  no  law  to  com- 
pel him  to  remain  in  it,  and  to  be 
liable  to  be  ordered  out,  at  any 
moment,  to  draw  his  sword,  and 
order  his  men  to  fire,  upon  the 
People.     This  very  young  man, 
when  six  years  younger,  saw  his 
fiither   dragged   from   his  house, 
and    escorted  to  the  Tower,  by 
a    part    of   this  '  very    Standing 
Army.     Nay,  the  youth  himself 
accompanied    the    father   in    the 
same  coach,   on   that  memorable 
occasion.     We  were,  at  that  time 
told,  in  the  public  prints,  that, 
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«'  at  the  moment  when  the  soldiers  j  paid  for  the  insertion.    Oh,  Lord  f 
'' forced  tlte  doors  of  the  housn,!  no!  Not  they!    But,   whether  the 


"  Sir  Francis  was  standih*^  read 
"  ing  Magna  Chdrta  to  his  son 
''  in  Latin.^'  One  would  have 
thought,  that  these  circumstances 
would  have  been  imprinted  in  the 
mind  and  on  the  heart  of  this 
young  man  to  his  latest  breath. 
One  would  have  thought,  that  he 
would  have  begged  his  bread  from 
door  to  door,  rather  than  have 
served  in  that  same  Standing 
Army,  and  that,  too,  under  the 
sway  of  the  very  same  set  of 
Ministers. 

But,  you  will  say,  **  might  not 
*'  the  son  enter  the  army  without 


scheme  succeeded  or  not ;  or  whe-' 
ther  thore  really  ever  vvns  s.ich  a 
schc  ne,  I  am  not  certain  :  but,  of 
the  fact  of  tl:e  Duke  ol  York's  vi' 
sits  the  news-papers  took  care  to 
inform  us  in  as  pronuiient  a  way 
as  even  Mr?.  Coutts  herself  could 
have  wished.  Th'»se  vehicles  in- 
fornjed  us,  too,  that  Lady  Burdett 
and  Sir  Francis  did  not  visit  the 
new  Mother  in-law  ;  but,  ihat  Sir 
Francis's  son  did  visit  her,  and,  it 
is  gf  iieraiiy  umler.-tood,  that  that 
son,  who  is  the  heir  at  law  to  Sir 
Francis's  title,  and  to  a  great  part 
of  his  immense  estates,   i^  also  tp 


*^  the  father's  consent,  and  even]  be  the  possessor  of  the  far  greater 
*^  in  spite  of  his  remonstrances  ?"    part  of  Coutts's  perhaps    a  half 

million  of  money  ;    but,    this,  of 


Undoubtedly  he  might,  and,  though 
.  I  know  nothing  of  the  matter^  I  real  1  y 
believe,  that  the  step  never  re- 
ceived the  father's  consent.  The 
account,  which  some  very  zealous 
political  friends  of  Sir  Francis  give 
•  of  the  matter  is  this.  They  say, 
that  the  wife  of  Coutts,  the  Bank- 
er, who  is  Sir  Francis's  Father- 
in-law,  obtained  the  consent  of 
the  Duke  of  York  to  dine  at  her 
house,  along  with  a  parcel  of  his 
army-people,  as  a  sort  of  giving 
the  sanction  to  the  Great  to  visit 
her,  she  having  lately  quitted  the 
avocation  of  play-actress,  and  hav- 
ing, from  ardour  of  affection,  no 
doubt,  married  Coutts  not  many 
days  (less  than  twenty,  I  believe) 
after  the  mother  of  Lady  Burdett 
was  cold.  Whether  this  scheme 
of  introducing  her  to  the  Great 
succeeded,  or  not,  I  never  inquir- 
ed; though  I  should  rather  sup- 
pose, that  it  did  not,  seeing  what 
numerous  news-paper  paragraphs 
we  have  read  in  praise  of  the  La- 
dy's acts  of  charity  y  which  acts,  of 
course,  the  sharp-sighted  news- 
paper people  discovered  of  them- 
selves, ana  blazoned  forth  to  the 
world  from  a  mere  sense  of  mo- 
rality and  religion,  and  without 
the  smallest  desire  of  ever  being 


course,  must  depend  wholly  on  th« 
pleasure  of  Coutts,  or,  perhaps, 
partly  on  that  of  Mrs.  CoutfSv 

Now,  it  is  said  by  the  friends 
of  Sir  Francis  (for  1  never  heard 
a  word  from  his  lips  on  the  sub-» 
ject),  that,  at  one  of  tbece  visitsi 
of  the  Duke,  the  Commission  was 
offered  to  Mr.  Burdett,  and  that 
he  accepted  oJF  it  without  his' 
father's  consent,  and  even  without 
his  knowledge.  All  which  is  so 
natural  and  so  probable,  that  I 
never  hesitated,  for  one  moment, 
to  give  it^my  entire  belief.  It  is 
so  obvioim,  that  the  Duke  of  York 
and  even  the  Prince,  whose  con- 
sent must  have  been  ol>tained, 
because  he  is  the  Colonel  of  the 
Regiment,  would  wish  to  have  this 
young  man  in  their  hand,  that 
thfrtf  weeds  not  one  word  on  the 
subiect  of  the  reasons  for  that 
wis'j.  And,  on  the  other  hand,' 
ft  is  impo>isible  not  to  see  thou- 
sands of  reasons  for  Sir  Francis's 
shuddering  at  this  destination  of 
his  only  son. 

As  we  are  proceeding  upon  the  sup- 
posilion  of  a  non-consenting  fiither, 
we  must  carry  along  \\\(\\  us  the  idea 
of  an  undiitiful  so?i.  Yet,  let  us  not 
judge  too  hastily.    The  advice  of  a 
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woman,  who  had  been  able  so  com- 
p]f  fely  to  subdue  thf  heart,  and,  what 
is  more,  open  the  hand,  of  a  thrift) 
b^ik  rin,  I  believe,  the  seventy  riinth 
^»*ai  of  his  age,  together  with  the  affa- 
ble liindiu  ys  of  R(»yaliy,  whose  notice, 
even  in  the  way  of  a  bare  look,  so 
man)  civet,  may  well  be  th^M'ght  too 
powerful  for  the  h*  ad  of  air»ost  any 
youiiti*  man  of  fashion.  Therefore, 
"when  Mr.  B')!d"tt  was,  inconsequence 
of  his  fall  from  a  gig,  lying,  as  wa 
supposed,  "it  dea'h's  door  at  Brighton  , 
it  was  natur  1  for  his  father  to  i\y  t(» 
him,  hcwt  ver  much  h.  might  bt  dis- 
pleased with  his  conduct ;  tor,  if  we 
can,  as  1  sirc^rely  d",  see  fair  «;.'0!ind 
of  poiogy  for  this  young  man,  how 
readily,  and  especially  at  such  a  mo- 
Bfifu*,  would  apologies  crowd  into  <he 
jnind  of  a  tender  father !  And  a  father, 
too,  who,  in  spite  of  his  apparent  cold- 
ness, yields,  I  am  well  persuaded,  to 
T.er}  tew  men  in  »he  world  in  kindness 
of  hf'art.  Speaking  of  him  as  a  man  in 
private  life,  there  never  was  a  more  sin- 
cerely compassionate  man  than  Sir 
Francis  Burdett  There  is  nosutfering 
creature  tor  whom  he  does  not  feel.  To 
regard,  therefore,  his  long  continuance 
in  the  hated  Barracks  at  Brighton, 
where  he  had  a  child  to  be  saved  from 
death;  to  regard  this  as  an  indication 
of  his  having  consented  to  his  son  be- 
coming part  of  the  Standing  Army  in 
time  of  peace,  is  to  be  guilty  of  great 
injustice.  Nor,  while  his  son's  life 
was  in  danger,  do  I  think  that  any 
blame  attached  to  him  j^  his  total 
neglect  of  all  public  affairs.  If  we 
readily  excuse  a  Labouring  man  for 
being  abent  from  his  work,  when  he 
has  a  child  at  the  point  of  death,  why 
should  we  not  excuse  Sir  Francis  Bur- 
dett, whose  mind  must  have  been 
wholly  taken  up  with  this  one  object  ? 
Therefore,  every  unfavourable  conclu- 
sion, drawn  from  this  absence  at  Brigh- 
ton, I  set  down  as  unjust,  except  in  as 
much  as  that  absence  was  c^  ntinued 
long  after  Mr  Burdett  was  recovered, 
and  a  part  of  the  time  of  which  con- 
tinued absence,  as  the  news-papers  in- 
formed us,  was  occupied  in  the  diver- 
sion of  hunting  'with  the  Princess 
hounds^  while  the  Reformers,  in  all 
parts  of  the  country  were  in  motion, 


and  were  burning  with  impatience  to 
know  what  measures  Sir  Francis  had 
resolved  on,  in  ©rder,  that  all  might 
pull  together,  as  offering  the  only 
ground  of  hope  of  success. 

This  absence,  and  the  total  silence 
that  accompanied  it  gave  rise  to  many 
suspicions,  and  the  circumstance  of 
the  son's  being  in  the  army,  and  in  the 
Prince's  own  regiment,  was  now  dwelt 
npon  by  every  one  as  a  symptom  of  a 
fatal  change  in  (he  father's  mind  ;  for, 
in  the  distant  parts  of  the  country,  the 
hont^st  Reformers  knew  no  more  about 
Couits  and  his  Wife  than  they  did 
about  th^  Old  Man  in  the  moon  ;  nor, 
indeed,  quite  so  much;  for  they  did 
know,  thnt  they  had  heard  their  grand- 
mothers say,  that  there  was  such  a 
man  as  the  nian  in  the  moon,  and  they 
ha<)  nev'^r  heard  that  there  was  such  a 
man  as  Coutts.  They  judged,  as  they 
naturally  would,  and  as  they  had  a 
right  to  do,  fr«'.m  tY^e  naked  fact.  They 
had  undoubted  proof,  that  Sir  Fiancis 
Burdf^tt's  son  was  gone  info  the  Stand- 
ing Army;  they  found  Sir  Francis 
absent,  hunting  with  the  Prince's 
hounus,  and  silent  as  to  the  subject  of 
Reform.  And  how  were  they  to  draw 
any  o^/ier  conclusion,  than  that  he  had 
given  his  consent  to  the  taking  of  a 
commiision  by  his  son  ? 

Ready  as  I  am  to  acquit  Sir  Francis 
of  having  given  this  consent ;  ready 
as  I  am  to  apologize  for  the  conduct 
ol'his  son,  I  must  not,  however,  forget, 
that  there  is  a  duty  here  which  was 
due  from  Sir  Francis  to  his  country, 
regarding,  as  he  did,  the  cause  of  Re- 
form the  cause  of  his  country.  It  was 
his  dutj,  and  his  bounden  duty,  to 
make  known  to  the  nation,  that  he  had 
not  given  his  consent.  Will  be  say, 
that  the/>w6/^chad  no  right  to  demand 
an  account  of  any  of  his  family  af- 
fairs ?  This  would  be  going  very  far, 
even  if  the  affair  >vas  a  family  one. 
For,  it  is  possible  to  suppose  a  case,  in 
which  a  mere  family  affair  might  be 
dee  ly  interesting  to  a  public  cause. 
Suppose,  for  instance,  Castlereagh 
were  to  become  a  widower,  and  that 
Sir  Francis,  (God  forgive  me  for  the 
supposition!)  were  to  bestow  the 
hand  of  one  of  his  daughters  upon 
the  Noble  Viscount !     This  would  be 
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purely   a  family   affair.     And  yet  I 
imagine,    that  no  one  will  attempt  to 
deny,  that  the   People  must   be  ex- 
tremely doltish,  if  they  thought  it  of 
no  consequence   to    them.     Suppose 
my  two  eldest  sons  were  now  to  go  to 
England,  and  that  one  of  them  were 
to  become   under   secretary   to  Sid- 
mouth  and  the  other  one  of  his  Police 
Justices,    and    were,    as,    of  course, 
they  would,  to  set  to  work  to  carry 
the   Gagging    Bills    into    executioq; 
and,   suppose  I  were  to  remain  silent 
upon  the  subject.     What  would  you, 
my   goods    friends,  think  of  me?     1 
dare  not  attempt   to   describe   your 
thoughts  ;    but,  1   know,  that  the  ut- 
most stretch  of  your  kindness  would 
be    required  to    induce  you  to  con- 
tent yourselves  with   saying,    that  I 
should  do   well   to   say   not   another 
word  about  my  love  of  country,  'till 
this  m^  sterious  matter  was  cleared  up. 
Well,  then,  if  this  is  what  the  kindest 
of  my  kind  friends  would  say  to  me  ; 
in  virtue  of  what  moral  principle,   o^ 
what  rule  of  right,  of  what  exemp- 
tion or  privilege  known  amongst  men, 
is  the  nation  not  to  say  the  same  to  Sir 
Francis  Burdett  ?    But,  still  th«  cases 
are,    by  no  means  analogous.     The 
nation's  claim  upon  Sir  Francis  is  far, 
very  far,  superior  to  any  claim  that 
even  any  portion  of  the  nation  has 
upon  me.      You,  my  good  friends, 
and  all  my  countrymen  in  a  body, 
have  a  claim  upon  me  for  that  attach- 
ment, which  is  due  to  my  country, 
and  which  unsophisticated  nature  bids 
every  man  bear  towards  his  country ; 
and  this  attachment  you  have  a  right 
to  call  upon  me  to  shew  by  the  exer- 
tion of  my  talents,  as  far  as  is  con- 
sistent with  the  safety  of  myself  and 
my  family.     But,   besides  this  claim, 
which  the  nation  has  upon  all  of   us, 
the  whole  nation,  and  the  Reformers 
in  particular,  have  special  and  pecu- 
liar claims  upon  Sir  Francis  Burdett, 
who  has  entered  into  a  p<bSitive  com- 
pact with  them ;  who  has  been  sup- 
ported in  his  puMic  character  by  their 
votes  and  by  their  subscriptions,  and 
who,  in  return,  has  a  thousand  times 
pledged   himself  to    maintain    their 
cause.     I  am  bound  by  no  such  ties ; 
and  y«t,  in  the  fiag«  above  suppoied> 


you  would,  I  am  sure,  regard  an  ex* 

planaiion  from  me  as  a  btyi  nden  duty. 
All  I  ask,  thereiure,  iS  that,  in 
taking  the  most  lenient  ourse,  you 
will  decide  on  the  conciuct  of  Sir 
Francis  Burdett,  in  this  respect,  as 
you  would  decide  on  my  conduct. 

As  to  the  story,  in  January,  aoo'jt 
Sir  Francis  being  about  to  be   caJed 
up   to  the    iiouse  of  Peers,    or,    at 
least,  that,  in  case  ot  his  refusal,   hig 
Lady    was  to  become  a  Countess  in 
her  own  right  with  remainder  to  her 
son,    it  was  a  story,  which,  though 
naver  publicly  contradicted,  I  never, 
for   one   moment,   believed ;    for,  at 
old  Whitfield  once  told  his  congre- 
gation,  "  no  man  prays  to  be  damn" 
*'  giiy"  and,  as  (or  forcing  the  thing' 
upon  him,  or  upon  Lady  Burdett,  as 
BoiLtAu's  bishop  flung  his  blessing, 
out  of  pure  spite,  at  a  Jesuit,    who 
had  crept  under  a  bench  in  the  church 
in  ©rder  to  avoid   it,  the  thing  was 
too  ridiculous  not  to  make  the  nation 
choak  with  laughter. 

Nevertheless  1  do  believe,  that  th« 
courtly   air   of   Brighton  had     tome 
effect  upon   Sir  Francis.     Ihe  very 
purlieus  of  a  court  Barrack  are  pesti- 
lential as  to  political  principle.     Sur- 
rounded  by    crafty    courtiers   in  th« 
garb  of  frank  and  thoughtless  military 
officers.     Listening  to  the  praises  be- 
stowed on  a  beloved  son,  about  whos*  , 
health  he  was  so  anxious ;  and  receiv- 
ing,   perhaps,    personal    condolence 
from  the  Prince  himself.     Under  such 
circumstances,  and  in  moments  of  in- 
caution,  men  commit  themselves  be- 
fore   they  reflect  on  what  they   ar# 
doing,  and  they  are,  by  slow  degrees, 
led  to  do  things,  which  they  would, 
at  first,  have  shuddered  but  to  think 
of.     It  was  just  at  this  moment,  that 
the  blaze  of  Reform  bursted  forth ; 
and  that,  in  every  part  of  the  country, 
knosvledge  and  talent  seemed  to  be 
possessed  by  almost  every  man  that 
opened  his  lips  at  a  public  meeting. 

Sir  Francis  Burdett  is  a  sensible 
man.  No  man's  character  was  ever 
more  misunderstood  generally  than 
his.  He  ift  a  sober,  reflecting,  and 
even  profound  man ;  and  his  love  to 
his  country  would  be  exceeding  that 
of  any  man  I  ever  knew,  except  the 
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btay*?,  0>v  Majpr  CaiitwtigiAt,  vyene,/ 
tioilii^i-  Uis  ill- judged  Jiiii;. a U'O.     Th;.^ 

i&epepwiiy  in  th^  capacity  *pi  ofa$t)r^ 
in  which  he  iuils  bearfath  so  liianp^ 
many  hundieds.  1  fo*  get,  who  it  is 
that,  v/rites  >a  tiible  aoout  the  thanks- 
givings, of.  the  animals  to  Jupiter. 
The.  Pes  cock  returned  thanks  lor  his 
sweet  voice ^  the  hog  tor  his  cleanliness, 
the  viper  for  his  karmiess  nature:,  and 
so  on.  And,  it  ooes  treqi'ently  hap- 
pen, that  nature;  in  her  tretks,  inakes 
men  so  perverse  as  to  tiiink  little  of 
.the  talents  which  they  really  possess, 
and  to  think  uncon;sion«biy  iiigliij  of 
talents,  in  which  every  one  but  them- 
jselves  can  see  that  they  are  deficient. 
It  has  always  been  the  passion  of 
Sir  Francis  Burdett  to  bs  at  head,  and 
not  only  at  the  head,  but  to  have 
no  degrees  of  approach  toi{ards  him, 
and  especially  in  the  capacity  of 
Speech-maker,  a  talent  beneath  no- 
tice, when  compared  with  the  great 
and  solid  powers  oi  mind  which  he 
possesses.     To  hear  him  by  the  side 


?eipressed  precisely  the  same  opinion. 
Btit,  why  did  i  never  say  this  before? 
if  any  one  a«KS  tnis  silly  question, 
my  answer  is,  that  these  are  things 
which  brotiiers  do  not  say  to  brothers ; 
and,  as  to  saying  it  to  the  public,  one 
reason,  amongsc  i.  thousand  others,  is, 
that  it  would  hav^  done  harm  to  our 
cause.  Nor  should  I  have  said  it  now, 
if  I  had  not  regarded  the  saying  it  as 
necessary  to  our  own  defence  in  ex- 
plaining the  real  motives  of  him,  by 
whom  we  have  been  abandoned.  t 

This  propensity  to  shine  as  the  one 
great  man  and  great  speech-maker 
has  led  to  all  that  I  complain  of.  He 
sa\v,  that  a  blaze  of  talent  had  burst 
forth.  He  saw,  that,  if  a  Reform 
really  took  place,  he  would  be  nothing 
in  that  line  of  talent .  He  could  not 
endure  the  idea  of  standing  amidst 
a  cro  vd  of  second  or  third  rates. 
Therefore  he  began  to  halt.  To  con- 
sider, 'io  hesitate.  To  damp.  We 
were  going  too  fast ;  we  exceeded  his 
bounds,  who,  before,  had  no  bounds. 
Till  now  he  had  been  the  undisputed 


of  his   breakfast  table;  to  hear  the    chief ;  that  pleased  him  well,  and  he 


fine  and  consequent  reasoning,  the 
profound  remarks,  and  the  simple  and 
strong,  language  that  cpmes  from  his 
lips;  and,  in  a  few  hours  afterwards 
to  find  all  this  as  it  were  wholly  forgot- 
ten, and  to  hear  him  labouring  'till  he 
is  out  of  breath,  in  the  utterance  of 
sentences  two  minutes  long,  each  con- 
taining in  its  belly  two  or  three  paren- 
thesises, and  each  of  these  two  or  three 
little  ones  one  within  another,  as 
Swift  calls  it,  *'  like  a  nest  of  pili- 
**  boxes,"  while  the  sentence  closes,; 
at  last,  without  any  memory  being 
,  able  to  collect  its  ideas  into  any  rati- 
onal point  or  conclusion,  and  leaving 
no  other  impression  upon  the  minds  of 
his  hearers,  than  that  which  is  pro- 
duced by  declamatory  rant;  to  hear 
him  thus,  in  these  two  different  situa- 
,tions,  is  enough  to  make  aii}^  sensible 
man  avoid  the  rock  of  misguided  am- 
bition. Sir  Francis  Burdett  may  be 
well  assured,  whatever  some  per- 
sons may  say  to  this,  that  this  is  the 
opinion  of  every  man,  who  is  sin- 
cerely enough  his  friend  to  lament 
his  misconception  of  his  talents.  I 
could  name  a  score  offhand,  who  have 


zealously  and  sincerely  strove  for  the 
victof^^  But,  when  he  found  the  vic- 
tory, if  won,  would  leave  him  a  dis- 
puted truncheon,  he  stopt  shert;  and 
left  us  to  the  mercy  of  our  foes, 
choosing  rather  to  eke  out  his  life 
as  the  chief  of  an  unsuccessful,  than 
to  live  an  associate  in  a  successful, 
cause. 

Let  us  hope,  that  be  will  be  disap- 
pointed in  the  former,  and  that  his 
cond  ct  will  be  such  as  to  give  him  a 
large  share  of  his  country's  gratitude 
in  the  accomplishing  of  the  latter.  But, 
if  I  am  to  judge  from  his  recent  con- 
duct; that  is  to  say,  his  prominent 
acts  since  I  left  Engx  nd,  there  is^  I  am 
sorry  to  say  it,  vei  j  little  ground  for 
such  hope.  These  acts  are  his  motion 
of  the  2Uth  of  May,  for  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  to  inquire  on  the 
subject  of  Reform.  I  observed  before, 
that  this  was  a  measure  against  which 
the  Reformers  all  protested  in  the  most 
decided  manner.  Indeed,  we  were 
of  opinion,  that  such  a  step  would 
amount  to  a  tacit  abandonment  of 
our  cause.  For,  what  did  such  a  mo- 
tion argue?    Why,  that  tee  doubted, 
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or,  that  there  was  raom  for  doubt ^ 
upon  the  subject.  When  we  all  de- 
clared, that  the  justice  of  our  demand 
was  **  as  notorious  as  the  Sun  at  noon- 
day.^^  And  he  ?  What  had  he  said 
to  justify  his  motion  of  inquiry  ?  He 
had  a  thousand  times  publicly  de- 
clared, in  ihe  House,  as  well  as  out  of 
it,  that  it  was  notoriously  no  represent 
tative  of  the  People.  He  had  said, 
that  he  hated  to  go  to  the  House  for 
two  reasons:  first,  because  he  dis- 
liked bad  company,  and  next  because 
he  disliked  late  hours.  He  had  told 
the  people  in  Palace  Yard,  that  they 
ought  never  to  call  it  by  the  name  of 
the  House  of  Commons ;  and  in  his 
speeches  in  that  same  Palace  Yard, 
he  called  it  "  the  Room  over  the 
way,"  loading  the  whole  body  indis- 
criminately with  every  epithet  and 
term  expressive  of  baseness  in  them 
and  of  abhorrence  in  him!  Nay,  he 
had  even  gone  so  far  as  distinctly  to 
recommend  to  the  people  "  not  to 
petition  the  Room'^  any  longer,  seeing 
that  the  said  Room  consisted  of  ''a 
band  of  notorious  Oligarchs''' ,  Was 
it  not,  then,  an  insult  to  the  People, 
after  ail  this  to  move  this  same 
**  RoonC  to  form  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  relative  to  the  sub- 
ject of  Reform !  It  was  about  fourteen 
years  that  he  had  been,  occasionally, 
making  these  talk-for-talk's  sake  mo- 
tions ;  and  the  Reformers  thought  it 
high  time  to  see  something  clear  and 
specific  proposed,  especially  as  they 
had  always  been  told,  that  no  one 
could  tell  what  it  was  they  wanted. 
His  reason  (the  only  one  that  I  ever 
heard  of)  for  preferring  the  motion  for 
a  Committee  was,  that  it  would  be 
presumption  in  him  to  attempt  to 
dictate  to  the  House  what  sort  of  a  Re- 
form should  be  adopted.  What !  **  the 
Room''  become  **  the  House'''  all  at 
once,  and  a  body,  too,  ibo  respectable 
and  so  wise  (as  evinced  by  the  happy 
iresuk  of  its  25  years  meas?ires,  I  sup- 
pose) as  to  make  it  presumption  m 
him  £o  appear  to  dictate  to  them, 
though  \i  is  done  two  or  three  hundred 
times  in  every  session ;  that  is  to  say, 
every  time  any  member  moves  for 
leavp  to  hxmg  m  any  Bill.    But,  what 


modesty  prevented  him  from  risking 
the  imputation  of  dictating  to  "  tho 
*'  Room,'*  it  was  not  sufficient  to  pre* 
vent  him  from  dictating  to  tha  People^ 
whom  he  had  formerly  taught  to  des- 
pise '^  the  Room."  A  million  and  a 
half  of  men  asked  for  a  BUi  and  for 
Universal  Suffrage  f  and  he  made  a 
motion  for  a  Committee  and  v.ould 
stop  at  the  Suffrage  of  Householders  >• 
so  there  was  he,  who  had  hundreds 
and  hundreds  of  times  declared,  that 
the  People  ought  to  instruct  their 
representatives,  presenting  petitions 
and  acting  in  open  defiance  of  th» 
prayers  of  those  Petitions  ! 

It  is  said  (for  the  paper  containing 
the  report  of  the  debate  has  not  yet 
reached  me,  though  papers  to  the  24th 
of  May  have, )  that  he  had  one  third 
of  the  Members  present  to  vote  with 
him  for  a  Comtnittee.  To  be  sure  he 
had  !  This  just  suited  his  views  and 
also  the  views  of  the  Ministers.  He 
Avanted  support  at  the  end  of  a  long 
speech,  and  they  wanted  the  appear- 
ance of  a  fair  discussion  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  a  delusive  procrastinatioa 
put  into  practice.  *'  Oh,  well !  Come  ! 
'*  one  third  vote  with  Sir  Frahcis. 
"  More  will  vote  with  him,  perhaps, 
**^  another  time.  If  14  years  of  mo- 
"  tions  give  one  thirds  another  eight 
'^  years  (only  eight  years!)  will  pro- 
"  duce  a  majority  f^  When  old  cant- 
ing John  talked  of  his  "  erums  of 
'^  comforts  for  the  chickens  of  the 
"  Covenant,"  he  was  answered  by  a 
fellow  in  the  Aisle  of  the  Chapel,  by 
an  observation,  that  it  would  be  much 
better  to  give  them  the  whole  loaf  at 
once.  *'  No,"  said  John,  "jfor  chickens 
"  are  very  silly  things,  and  would 
"  not  know  what  to  do  with  it."  So 
appears  Sir  Francis  to  think  of  the 
Reformers.  But,  I  can  assure  him 
and  the  Boroughmongers  too,  that 
the  People  are  net  now  to  be  deluded 
and  noodled  along  by  any  such  means. 
The  People  know  as  well  as  he  does, 
that  the  voting  for  a  Committee  is  not 
voting  for  a  Reform;  but  that,  in 
fact,  it  is  voting  against  a  Reform  y 
and,  when  we  come  to  look  at  the  list . 
of  this  famous  one  thirds  we  shall  find 
it  chiefly  composed  of  Borough- 
mojigers,  grthQ  b^irs  or  repregeata- 
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tives  of  Boroughmongers ;  and,  that 
there  were  but  two  or  three  men,  who 
would  really  vote  for  a  Reform.  Nay, 
I  am  sure  I  shall  find  men  voting  for 
the  Committee,  who,  in  their  speeches 
reprobated  the  Reformers,  and  de- 
clared their  abhorrence  of  what  alone 
we  cull  Reform.  What  a  despicable 
farce,  then,  was  the  exhibition  upon 
this  occasion !  And  how  heartily 
muii  the  People  despise  it  I 

The  other  prominent  Act,  to  which 
I  have  alluded  above,  is  Sir  Francis's 
Speech  at  the  Westminster  Dinner  on 
the  23d  of  May,  being  the  anniversary 
of  his  first  election  for  Westminster. 
This  Dinner,  of  the  original  occasion 
of  which  I  shall  another  time,  perhaps, 
find  it  necessary  to  give  the  real  his- 
tory, and  as  to  which  I  shall  only  say, 
at  present,  that  a  full  proof  was  then 
given,  that  Sir  Francis  would  possess 
no  eminence  as  the  associate  of  an- 
other  ;  this  Dinner  is  ordered  and  ar- 
ranged by  a  Committee  of  persons, 
who  are  in  the  constant  practice  of 
consulting  Sir  Francis  as  to  all  their 
acts  in  that  capacity.  Therefore,  last 
year,  when  I  made,  at  this  Dinner,  a 
„sort  of  proposition  to  defeat  the  in- 
trigue going  on  between  the  Com- 
mittee and  Mr^  Brougham,  and  which 
did  defeat  it  too,  I  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  say  io  Sir  Francis  before  we 
went  into  the  dining-room :  "  I  am 
"  going  to  do  something,  and  if  I  do 
*'  not  tell  you  what  it  is,  it  is  because 
^'  I  wish  to  keep  you  clear  of  being  a 
''  party  to  it,  and  to  beg  that  you  will 
"  do  in  it  just  what  you  please,  with- 
"  out  any  considerations  with  regard 
«  to  myself." 

Upon  looking  over  these  Dinner 
Proceedings  again,  I  perceive  that  I 
cannot  do  justice  to  tbem  in  the  rem- 
nant of  a  letter.  I  will,  therefore,  re- 
serve them  for  another  Number,  in 
my  next  Letter  to  you  ;  and  shall  only 
add  here,  that  nothing  in  the  world 
would  give  me  so  much  satisfaction  as 
to  find,  that  Sir  Francis  Burdett'sjpro- 
teclion  of  the  imprisoned  men.^  or  their 
families,  has  compensated,  in  some  de- 
gree, for  his  abandonment  of  us  alK 
But,   that  protection,   to   satisfy  me, 


must  be  real  and  efficient.  Vague,  de- 
clamatory speeches,  however  long  and 
however  loud,  are  not  the  things  that 
are  wanted.  What  ought  to  be  done, 
I  have  pointed  out  in  my  last  number: 
what  is  there  proposed  is  barely  what 
justice  demands  :  it  is  in  the  power  o^ 
ani/  Member  of  Parliament,  who  has 
two  thousand  pounds  and  who  has 
very  moderate  talents ;  and,  if  it  be 
not  done  by  this  gentleman,  I  shall 
entertain  not  the  smallest  hope  of  any 
thing  good  from  him. 

I  am  always  your  faithful  friend, 

Wm.  Cobdett. 

P.  S,  I  have  ?2orcjust  received  Eng- 
lish Papers  to  the  29(h  of  May.     But, 
I  am  told,  that  papers  of  the  Qth  or 
\Oth  of  June  have  been   received  at 
Philadelphia,  and  that  they  give  an  ac- 
count of  the  acquittal  of  Mr.  WooLER, 
the  author  of  "  the   Black  Dwarf 
If   the    circumstances    are    correctly 
stated  to  me,   this  is  a  most  glorious 
triumph  indeed,  in  more  respects  than 
one.     It  shows,  *  that,  where  a  jwry  is 
ventured  upon,  all  is  not  yet  lost.     It 
shews,  that  the  public  feeling  is   not 
yet  wholly  benumbed.     Those Jwry- 
men^   whose    honoured   names   I  am 
anxious  to  see,  deserve  more  at  our 
hands  than  ten  thousand   makers   of 
flaming  and  vague  and  pointless  and 
fruitless  harangues.    Th«  event  is,  too, 
of  vast  importance  as  Mr.  Wooler  is, 
it  appears,  another  of  the  "  Lozcer 
OrdersJ*^     I  am  told  that  he  is  a  prin- 
ter, and  has  been  a  common  sailor^  as 
I  was   a  common  soldier.     His  de- 
fence, I  am  told,  was  a  most  noble  one 
and  also  a  most  able  one.     His  being 
angry  with   me  for  what  his  anxiety 
led   him  to  view  as  a  "  desertion'^  I 
fexcuse ;  and,  I  hope,  that  he  is  before 
now   convinced,  that  I  took  the    pa- 
triotic as  well  as  the  prudent  course. 
Be  this  as  it  may,  I  hold  his  exertions 
and   his   talents   in   honour;    and,    I 
trust,  that  he  is  destined  to  see  inso- 
lent pride  and  powerful  cruelty  crouch- 
ing at  his  feet.     He  has  youth,  and,  if 
he  take  care  of  his  health,  this  h©  will    || 
certainly  live  to  see. 


(EntereD  at  ^tatfonec^'  lijalU 
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NOTICE. 


The  Communication  intended  for 
the  present  Numbei  is  postponed^  in 
ordijr  to  expedite  the  publication  of 
Mr.  Coebett's  Petition  to  the  House 
of  Commons.  This  Petition  was  of- 
fered to  Lord  Folkestone,  with  a 
view  to  its  being  presented  to  the 
House  ;  but  his  Lordship,  after  peru> 
sal,  returned  it  :  at  the  same  time 
giving  permission  to  state,  that  the 
uniform,  or,  at  least,  usual  rejection 
oi  Petitions,  when  extending  through 
several  sheets  of  paper,  was  his  only 
reason  for  declining  to  present  it. 


To  THE  Honourable  the  Com- 
mons OF  THE  U:nited  King- 
dom OF  Great  Britain  ^nd 
Ireland,  in  Parliament  as- 
sembled. 

^  The  Petition  of  William  Cohhett, 
of  Botlei/^  in  the  County  of 
Hants,  now  residing  at  North 
Hampstead,  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  this  20th  daj/  of 
November^  1817, 

Humbly  sheweth, 

That  your  Petitioner,  always 
tremblingly  alive  to  those  feelings 
of  respect,    reverence    and  awe. 


which  the  character  and  conduct 
of  your  Honourable  House  are 
so  well  calculated  to  excite  and 
perpetuate  in  the  breasts  of  all 
mankind,  could  not,  though  there- 
unto urged  by  a  sense  of  imperi- 
ous duty,  have  been  induced  thus 
to  venture  to  beseech  even  one 
moment's  attention  from  your 
Honourable  House,  had  he  not 
been  sustained  by  reflectinir  on 
the  well-known  indulgent  and 
benign  deportment  of  your  Ho- 
nourable House  towards  all  his 
Majesty's  subjects,  and  more  es- 
pecially towards  those  who  ap- 
proach you  with  their  petitions. 

Your  Petitioner,  though  living 
in  safety  and  happiness;  though 
in  no  danger  of  arbitrary  arrests ; 
though  in  no  danoer  of  chanerino- 
his  house  for  a  dungeon  and  his 
own  clotlies  for  a  criminars  garb; 
though  surrounded  by  his  family 
who  can  lay  their  heads  on  their 
pillows  unhaunted  by  the  ap- 
prehension of  seeing  him  no  more  ; 
though  there  is  no  fiscal  extor- 
tioner to  wrest  from  him  his 
money,  and  no  spy  to  sell  his 
blood:  though  thus  happily  si- 
tuated, under  the  protection  of  a 
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Government,     founded    on     the  r  submit  to  jour  Honourable  House 


Common  Law  of  England,  and 
carried  on  by  men,  amongst  whom 
bribery,  corruption,  vote-selling 
and  seat-selling,  are  not  only  not 
as  notorious  as  the  sun  at  noon 
day,  but  are  wholly  unknown  and 
almost  unintelligible  in  point  of 
meaning;  though,  as  the  natural 
consequence  of  this  just  and  wise 
Government,  your  humble  Peti- 
tioner sees  around  him  no  starva- 
tion, no  beggary,  and  scarcely 
hears  he  of  any  of  those  acts 
"wlrich  the  law  regards  as  crimes; 
though  his  eyes  are  never  shocked 
by  those  erections,  exhibitions  and 
circumstances  inseparable  from 
the  ignominious  exit  of  malefac- 
tors, and  though  his  ears  are  never 
annoyed  and  his  heart  wounded 


by  the  cries  of  the  fatherless  chil- 
dren and  the  widows  of  men,  who 
have  sought  shelter  from  the  sham  e 
of  pecuniary  ruin  in  death  inflict- 
ed by  their  own  hands;  though, 
in  short,  your  Petitioner  is  in  the 
midst  of  a  state  of  things,  where 
all  is  order,  content,  peace  and 
good  will,  yet  the  calamities  of  his 
native  country  are  ever  present  to 
his  mind,  and  that  true  and  faith- 
ful allegiance  which  he  bears  to 
his  lawful  king,  together  with  the 
unalterable  attachment  which  he 


his  opinions  as  to  the  causes  of 
those  calamities  and  his  prayer  as 
to  the  remedy  to  be  adoptr^d,  all 
which,  however,  he  doe*  with  sen- 
timents ol  deference  the  most  com- 
plete and  of  humility  the  most 
profound. 

Powerful  as  are  the  motives,  by 
which  your  Petitioner  is  actuated, 
the  contemplation  of  the  dignified 
character  and  of  the  renowned 
wisdom  of  your  Honourable 
House  produces  in  his  mind  so 
complete  a  conviction  of  his  utter  | 
insignificance,  that  it  would  be 
altogether  impossible  for  him  to 
support  himself  under  the  thought 
of  becoming  an  object  of  the  dis- 
pleasure 6r  contempt  of  your 
Honourable  House,  a  thought, 
however,  which  is,  happily  for 
him,  wholly  removed  from  his 
mind  by  that  great  indulgence, 
that  kind  condescension,  that  ex- 
treme candour,  that  charitableness 
of  interpretation,  that  scorn  to 
listen  to  abuse  of  persons  who 
have  no  power  to  answer,  that 
magnanimous  disdain  of  taking 
advantage  of  involuntary  error, 
that  fairness  in  representing,  that 
abhorrence  of  foul  play,  and  that 
raore-than-maternal  tenderness  for 
a  petitioning  people,  which  have, 


as  the  nation  and  the  world  so  well 
l>€ars  to  his  country,  impel  him  to    know,  invariably  marked  the  pro- 
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ceediii^s     of    your    Honourable 
House. 

Emboldened  by  reflecting  on 
these  facts,  not  Jess  important  to 
him  than  thej  are  notorious 
throughout  the  world,  jour  Peti- 
tioner, though  still  filled  with  a 
sense  of  his  insufficiency  for  *the 
performance  of  so  arduous  a  duf y^ 
will,  with  all  humility,  proceed 
to  submit  to  jour  Honourable 
House  his  opinions  as  to  the  prin- 
cipal causes  of  the  calamities, 
under  which  his  native  country  is 
now  suffering,  calamities  which 
have  already  swept  away  whole 
classes  of  the  community,  and 
which,  if  not  speedily  arrested  in 
their  course,  appear  to  your  Peti- 
tioner likely  to  produce  a  total 
dissolution  of  society. 

In  pursuance  of  this  object  your 
Petitioner  humbly  begs  to  be  per- 
mitted to  state  to  your  Honourable 
House,  that  he  has  seen,  in  docu- 
ments of  high  authority,  but  to 
which  documents,  from  his  pro- 
found respect  for  the  sacred  privi- 
leges of  Parliament,  he  refrains 
from  directly  referring;  in  these 
documents  your  humble  Petitioner 
has  seen,  that  the  calamities  of  the 
nation  have,  in  great  part,  at  least, 
been  traced  back  to  the  Poor- 
Laws^  operati-ng,  as  here  laid 
down,  so  as  to  create  a  redundant 
population^  a  population  exceeding 
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a  proportionate  exertion  of  labour 
and  productron  of  lood. 

Your  Petitioner    most  humbly 
beseeches  your  Honourable  House 
to^permit  him  to  express  his  sur- 
prize, that  this   doctrine  should 
have  ventured  to  show  its   face, 
while  the  Statute  Book  of  your 
Honourable   House    proves,  that 
the  Poor-Lawshave  existed  near- 
ly t^hree  hundred  years,  and  while 
the  fiicts  are  undeuiable,  that,  dur- 
ing those  three  hundred  years  the 
nation  has,  for  long  spaces  of  time, 
enjoyed  the  highest  degree  of  pros- 
perily,  and  that,  until  now,  a  re- 
dundant population  has  never  been 
regarded  as  amongst  the  effects  o^ 
that  now-reprobated  code  ;   and, 
if  your  Petitioner  be  indulged  by- 
your  Honourable  House  in  a  per- 
mission to  express  his  surprize  as 
to  this  novelty,  he  fears  not  that 
your  Honourable  House  will  re- 
fuse to  permit  him  to  express  his 
astonishment,  and,  if  he  may  pre- 
sume, in  your  presence,  to  exe"r- 
cise  such  a  feeling',  even  his  iudi<r- 
nation,  at  the  doctrine  of  an  aug- 
mented and  augmenting  popula- 
lation  being  an   evil,  when   it  is 
well  known,  that   the  records  of 
your  Honourable  House  contain 
volumes  upon  volumes  of  details, 
collected   and    arra?iged   at  great 

expeixc,  to  establish  the  fact  of  4 
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greatly  augmented  and  augment-  i  feeble  as  is  his  voice,  insignificant 
ing  population,  as  an  incontestible 
proof  of  greatly  augmented  and 
augmenting   national   prosperity, 
wealth,  and  power. 

With  not  less  surprize,  and  with 
scarcely  less  indignation,  can  your 
Petitioner  hear  the  calamities  of 
the  country  ascribed  to  a  surplus 
of  mouths  exceeding  the  quantity 
of  the  produce  of  the  exertion  of 
labour,  when  not  only  is  your  Pe- 
titioner sure  that  your  Honour- 
able House  is  well  aware,  that  the 
food  produced  by  the  labour  of  one 
labourer  is,  on  an  average,  more 
than  sufficient  to  sustain  a  hun- 
dred persons,  but  when  the  Sta- 
tute Book  and  other  Records  of 
your  Honourable  House,  of  not 
more  than  twenty  months  stand- 
ing, prove  to  the  world,  that  your 
Honourable  House  imputed    all 
the  distresses  of  the  country  to  a 
superabundant  quantity,    not    of 
mouths,  but   of  food;    and  that, 
upon  this   very   ground,    clearly 
and  formally  expressed  in  several 
solemn  Reports,  your  Honourable 
House  proceeded  to  j»ass,  and  ac- 
tually did  pass,  and  now  keep  in 
force,  a  law,  the  real  as  well  as 
the  avowed  object  of  which  was 
to  raise  the  price,  by  diminishing 
the  quantity,  of  human  food. 
Impotent  as  is  your  Petitioner, 


as  he  knows  his  means  \.o  be,  he, 
nevertheless,  humbly  begs  to  be 
allowed  to  express  his  hope,  that 
your  Honourable  House  will  not 
disdain  and  treat  with  scorn  the 
jealousy  which   he  feels    for   the 
consistency,  nay,  for  the  common 
sense,  of  your  Honourable  House, 
at  which  qualities  in  your  Honour- 
able House  these  new  doctrines 
appear  to  your  humble  Petitioner 
to    be    aiming   a   mortal    blow ; 
for,  though  your  Petitioner  is  too 
well   aware  that  the   wisdom   of 
your  Honourable  House  is  invul- 
nerable to  all  sorts  of  assault,  yet 
the  pride  with  which,  as  an  Eng- 
lishman, he  must  necessarily  con- 
template the  spotless  character  of 
your  Honourable  House,  and  the 
zeal  which  he  feels  for  your  re- 
nown, urge  him  to  resent,  with  all 
the  hostile  feelings  of  his  heart, 
the  affront  offered  to  your  Ho- 
nourable House  in  the  formal  and 
authoritative  promulgation  of  doc- 
trines   directly  at  war  with  the 
records  and  acts  of  your  Honour- 
able House. 

Were  it  the  misfortune  of  your 
humble  Petitioner  to  be  addressing 
himself  to  an  assembly  ignorant 
of  such  subjects  from  the  nature 
of  its  component  parts,  or  ren- 
dered such  by  a  disregard  of  every 
thing  not  connected  with  the  gra- 
tification of  a  desire  to  amass  pri- 
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vate  wealth  by  base  and  corrupt 
means ;  were  your  humble  Peti- 
tioner addressing  himself  to  an 
assembly  of  this  low  and  disgrace- 
ful description,  he  should  think  it 
necessary  to  endeavour  to  prove 
the  absolute  impossibility  of  the 
Poor- Laws  and  of  a  Surplus  of 
Mouths  having  produced  the  cala- 
mities under  contemplation  ;  but, 
having'  the  good  fortune  to  be 
addressing  himself  to  your  Ho- 
nourable House,  not  less  famed 
for  your  profound  knowledge  of 
all  the  various  branches  of  poli- 
tical science  than  for  your  extreme 
disinterestedness  and  matchless 
purity,  he  dares  not  to  seem  to 
suppose  such  proof  to  be  neces- 
sary, more  especially  as  all  the 
propositions  of  the  innovators  al- 
luded to  stand  decidedly  negatived 
in  the  Reports,  the  Resolutions, 
and  in  the  venerated  Acts,  of  your 
Honourable  House;  and,  there- 
fore, your  Petitioner  will,  without 
longer  trespassing  on  the  great 
indulgence  of  your  Honourable 
House,  proceed,  though  with  in- 
expressible deference  and  humi- 
lity, to  submit  to  your  Honourable 
House  a  brief  exposition  of  what 
he  deems  to  have  been,  and  to  be, 
the  real  immediate  causes  of  the 
nation's  calamities,  of  which  cala- 
mities your  humble  Petitioner  and 
his  family  bear  their  full  propor- 
tionate burthen. 


Your  Petitioner  is  confident,  that 
your  Honourable  House  will  not 
withhold  your  candid  and  ready 
acquiescence  from  the  following 
undeniable  propositions;  to  wit: 
That  the  Poor-Laws  continued  in 
operation,  from  their  first  enact- 
ment, two  hundred  and  seventy 
years, without  producing,and  with- 
out ha  ving  imputed  to  them, any  na- 
tional calamity ; — that,  in  all  ages, 
there  have  been  alternately  times 
of  scarcity  and  times  of  plenty, 
times  of  high  price  and  times  of 
low  price,  and  that  never,  until: 
now,  a  want  of  employment  accom-: 
panied  adverse  seasons  any  more 
than  favourable  seasons; — that  it  is 
manifest,  that  the  want  of  employ- 
ment, which  is  the  great  symptom 
of  the  present  national  disease, 
and  which  is  altogether  peculiar 
to  the  present  times,  has  not 
arisen  from  bad  seasons,  or  high 
prices  of  food,  it  being  notorious 
that  it  began  to  be  severely  ex- 
perienced in  1814,  and  has  con- 
tinued to  increase,  under  all  cir- 
cumstances of  good  seasons  as  well 
as  of  bad  seasons,  and  of  low 
prices  as  well  as  of  high  prices; — 
that,  in  1815,  the  advocates  for 
the  Corn  Bill  all  proceeded  upon 
the  principle,  taken  by  them  for 
granted,  that  the  low  price  of  farm 
produce   was    the    cause   of  the 
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want  of  employment  and  of  the 
national  distress: — that,  the  Board 
of  Agriculture,  and  that  a  Com- 


House  will  not  hastily  refuse  your 
assent;  to  wit:  that,  though  it 
be  possible,  that  the  case  may  in 


mitteeof  your  Honourable  House,    nature  occur,  that  national  cala- 


made  reports  containing  an  asser- 
tion of  this  principle; — that  the 
numerous  Reports  made  to  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  to  prove, 
that  want  of  employment,  a  great 
increase  of  pauperism,  and  wide 
ruin  amongst  farmers  and  traders, 
had  taken  place  along  with  a 
great  reduction  in  the  price  of 
food; — that  it  was  then  held,  by 
all  those  who  soui^ht  the  enact- 
ment  of  a  Corn  Bill,  tliat  high 
prices  were  necessary  in  order  to 
reuiove  the  prevalent  want  of  em- 
ploT/menty  and  in  order  to  di- 
minish pauperism  and  to  prevent 
the  total  ruin  of  landlords,  far- 
men-,  and  traders; — and  that,  it 
T^as  upon  the  ground  of  these 
principles  and  of  the  evidence 
produced  in  support  of  their  truth, 
that  your  Honourable  House 
passed  the  Corn  Bill,  the  real  as 
well  a<  the  decla^-Tpd  object  ot 
whi<h  w  !S  to  raise  and  keep  up 
the    price  of  tlie  produce  of  the 


To  thes(*  propositions,  wliich 
tire  aUogether  undeniable,  your 
Petitioner  begs  leave  to  add  some 
others,  to  tlie  truth  of  which  he 
also  believes    your    Honourable 


mitj  may  arise  from  a  superabund- 
ance of  population,  such  calamity 
can  never  arise  from  this  cause 
while  the  alreadv- enclosed  lands 
of  the  country  are  imperfectly 
cultivated; — that  the  already  en- 
closed lands  of  the  kingdom  ad- 
mit of  a  great  quantity  of  ad- 
ditional labour  being  profitably 
employed  upon  them; — that  this 
proposition  has  been  maintained 
in  several  Reports  sanctioned  by 
your  Honourable  House; — and 
that,  therefore,  it  is  an  obvious 
conclusion,  that  it  is  not  the  want 
of  materials  whereon  to  employ 
labour,  but  the  want  of  means  to 
pay  for  that  labour,  from  which 
the  now-deeply-felt  want  of  em- 
ployment has  arisen. 

That  this  want  of  employment, 
together  with  all  the  dreadful 
calamities,  of  which  it  is  only  one 
characteristic,  should  have  arisen 
from  a  sudden  transition  from  war 
to  peac€y  is  in  such  direct  hos- 
tility to  the  experience  of  the 
world  as  well  as  to  the  dic- 
tates of  reason,  that  your  Pe- 
tiiioiter  is  sure  that  the  wis- 
dom of  your  Honoiirable  House 
will    treat  with    scorn    the    ad- 
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vancing  of  a  doctrine  so  pre- 
posterous ;— that  the  transitions 
from  war  to  peace,  being  changes 
from  one  state  to  another,  which 
states  are  directly  opposite  in  their 
natures  and  can  by  no  possibility 
co-exist  in  any  degree,  must  al- 
voays  he  sudden;, — that  ciianges  of 
this  sort  have  taken  place  in  all 
the  civilized  nations  in  the  world 
a  great  number  of  times,  and  that 
never,  until  now,  ha§  it  happened, 
that  such  a  change  has  produced 
great  and  general  national  cala- 
mity; — that  a  transition  from  war 


of  the  calamities  of  war  and  the 
blessings  of  peace  as  they  speak  of 
the  torments  of  hell  and  the  erijoy^ 
ments  of  heaven. 

That,  besides  what  has^  in  the 
above  propositions,  been,  by  your 
Petitioner  most  humbly  submitted 
to  the  wisdom  of  your  Honour- 
able House,  he  begs  permission 
to  add,  that  even  the  experience 
of  the  present  case  affords  ample 
ground  for  asserting,  that  a  tran- 
sition from  war  to  peace  has  not 
been  the  cause  of  the  nation's  disr 
tresses  and  calamities,  in  proof  of 


to  peace  has,  in  all  former  cases,    which  your  Petitioner  has  only  to 


if  accompanied  by  success  or  by 
no  loss  of  dominion,  in  war,  in- 
variably been  attended  by  a  re- 
turn, or  an  increase,  of  national 
prosperity  and  happiness  ; — that, 
from  the  nature  of  things  this 
must  be,  seeing  that  peace  natur- 
ally restores  to  productive  labour 
the  eiijoymentof  alarge  part  of  that 
which  war  requires  to  be  given  to 
unproductive  labour,  seeing  that 
peace  naturally  renders  certain 
many  things  which  war  keeps  in 
a  state  of  uncertainty,  and  seeing 
that  a  great  mass  of  individual 
bodily  and  mental  suffering  is  re- 
moved by  a  change  from  war  to 
pea<ee,  on  all  which  and  numerous 
other  gjroundsj  all  Inankind  speak 


remind  your  Honourable  House, 
that  the  want  of  employment  and 
all  the  other  symptoms  of  national 
pressure  began  to  assume  their 
present  character  in  the  autumn 
of  the  year  1813,  and  that  the  pro- 
gress of  the  calamity  through  war 
and  through  peace,  through  high 
prices  and  through  low  prices, 
through  plenty  and  through  scar- 
city of  food,  has  been  undeviating 
from  that  time  to  this,  though,  at 
particular  periods,  its  pace  has 
been  rendered  quicker  or  slower 
by  the  tftlventitious  circumstances 
of  seasons  or  of  foreign  commerce. 
In  the  face  of  these  undeniable 
propositions,  these  notorious  facts; 
in  the  face  of  the  experience  of 
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all  civilized  nations  in  all  ages ; 
in  the  face  of  reason  and  of  na- 
ture :  in  the  face  of  these,  no  one 
will,  jour  Petitioner  would  fain 
hope,  have  the  hardihood  to  in- 
sult your  Honourable  House  by 
persevering  in  imputing  the  cala- 
mities of  the  nation  to  causes  so 
perfectly  imaginary,  and,  if  they 
were  real,  so  entirely  inadequate 
to  the  producing  of  such  tremend- 
ous effects. 

That  no  effect  can  proceed  from 
an  inadequate  cause  is  a  proposi- 
tion not  necessary  to  be  stated  to 
your  Honourable  House,  and,  it  is 
not  less  obvious,  that  the  cause  of 
great  and  general  national  cala- 
mity, bordering  on  an  extermina- 
tion of  the  people,  must  be  not 
only  powerful  in  its  nature  but  all 
searching  in  the  objects  of  its  ope- 
ration and  influence:  in  v'^hort, 
your  Petitioner  scruples  not  to 
express  his  conviction,  that  when 
"your  Honourable  House  shall 
deign  to  turn  your  great  contem- 
-plative  powers  to  the  amount  of  the 
taxes  and  the  operation  of  the 
^aper-money  si/stem,  you  will  seek 
no  farther  for  a  cause  of  'the  cala- 
mities of  the  country,  and  that  the 
remedj/  will  not  long  remain  hid- 
den from  your  sight. 

It  is  so  well  known,  it  must  be 


so  obvious  to  common  sense,  that 
the  welfare  of  every  community 
must  depend  on  productive  la- 
bour receiving  just  remuneration ; 
that  labour  is  property,  and  that 
not  to  pay  for  it  when  received, 
or  to  take  from  it  its  produce,  is 
to  destroy,  or  set  at  nought,  the 
vital  principles  of  property  ;  that 
to  take  from  those  who  labour  and 
give  to  those  who  do  not  labour, 
is  to  put  a  band  round  the  arms 
and  prevent  the  blood  from  flow- 
ing into  the  hands,  while  the  hands, 
thus  benumbed,  are  called  upon  to 
produce  food  for  the  body  ;  that  in 
whatever  degree  a  mun  pays  with' 
out  receiv'iugto  his  oz:)n  use  \he  worth 
in  return,  he  is  the  poorer;  that 
what  a  man  pays  in  taxes  has  no 
channel  whereby  to  return  to  him 
other  than  the  channels  by  which 
he  may  expect  the  return  of  mo- 
ney lost  by  him  at  the  gaming- 
table or  on  the  highway  :  these 
things  are  so  well  known,  they 
are  truths  so  obvious,  that  your 
Petitioner  begs  your  Honourable 
House  to  be  assured,  that  he  states 
them  merely  to  show  his  great 
anxiety  to  keep  clear  of  all  con- 
clusions, absurd  in  themselves,  or 
in  anywise  offensive  to  your  Ho- 
nourable House,  without  whose 
kind  indulgence  he  is  but  too  con- 
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scious     that     he     is    less     than 
nothini?. 

Deeply  penetrated  with  this 
sense  of  his  own  weakness,  but 
feeling;  i^trong  in  his  reliance  on 
thecherislnn^a;  countenance  of  your 
Ilonouiable  House,  your  humble 
Petitioner  proceeds  to  express  his 
conviction,  that,  as,  in  ivhatever 
decree  a  man  pays  without  re- 
ceiving to  his  own  use  the  worth 
in  return  he  must  in  that  degree 
be  poor,  it  inevitably  follows,  that, 
in  whatever  degree  the  great  mass 
of  the  people  pay  without  receiv- 
ing to  their  use  the  worth  in  re- 
turn, they  must  also  be  the  poorer  ; 
and  he  begs  leave  to  think,  that 
from  these  premises  it  again  ine- 
vitably follows,  that  taxes,  in  pro- 
portion to  their  amount,  produce 
straightened  means  in  some  of  the 
classes  of  society,  poverty  in  other* 
classes,  actual  want  of  a  suffici- 
ency of  food  and  raiment  in  a  third, 
and  extreme  misery  bordering  on 
starvation  and  accompanied  with 
numerous  crimes,  and  occasional 
madness,  and  death,  in  the  lowest 
and  most  numerous  class  of  all; 
whence  it  has  come  to  pass  in  our 
unhappy  country,  that  Taxes,  Pub- 
lic Debts,  Standing  Armies,  Mili- 
tary Staffs  and  Colleges,  Lists  of 
Place-men  and  Place-women  and 
Pensioners,  Police  Establishments, 


Penal  Laws,  Poor-houses,  Jails, 
and  new  mode"^  and  me;ins  of 
Hanging  and  Transporting,  have 
all  gone  on  increasing  togetlier. 

The  thought  of  appearing  to 
prefer,  in  any  respect,  any  coun- 
try in  the  world  before  his  own 
country,  would  be  too  painful  for 
your  Petitioner  to  endure,  and 
he  trusts  that  your  Monourable 
House,  in  your  well-known  jus- 
tice, will  not  suppose  him  to  en- 
tertain such  a  thought,  merely  be- 
cause he  states  to  your  Honour- 
able House,  that,  in  the  country, 
which  now  affords  him  protection 
against  dungeons  and  dealers  in 
human  blood,  there  are  few  taxes, 
and  those  in  amount  so  iiisi'»nifi- 
cant  as  for  their  very  existence  to 
be  unknown  to  the  far  greater  part 
of  the  people;  and,  that  the  con- 
sequences are,  that  instances  of 
misery  and  of  crijnes  are  so  rare 
as  to  be  a  subject  of  wonder  ;  that 
ease,  happiness  and  content  every 
where  abound  ;  and  (hat  an  in- 
crease of  population  is  regarded 
as  a  blessing  and  not  as  a  curse.  - 

Mai»ifest,  however,  as  your  Pe- 
titioner humbly  presumes  your 
Honourable  House  will  perceive 
i(  to  be,  that  taxes,  in  proportion 
to  their  amount  mu^t  necessarily 
occasion  poverty  and  all  the  evils 
attendant  on  poverty,    and  that 
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tUe,  amount  of  the  taxes  in  the 
IJK^hj^doin  is  calculated  to  produce 
such  <  fft^cts  in  an  unprecedented 
dei»ree,  \i4  he  vti) lures,  under  the 
indu licence  of  your  Honourable 
liquse,  to  express  his  conviction, 
that  \  his  caHS<}  of  evil  has  received 
^I'eat  addilional  and  most  niis- 
nhi^'NOu^  force  from  the  co-opera- 
tion afa  paper -money  ^  force  d.ir*.  to 
circuhition  and  acceptance  by  cii- 
rersartiul  and  unjusi  contrivances, 
and  changeable  in  its  value  at  the 
ple,a<sure  ot  those  bj  whom  it  has 
be^i)  nuide,  isfjued  and  managed. 
Your  Petitioner  fears  not  to 
state,  that,  if  your  Honourable 
House  uill  be  pleased  to  refer  to 
Ifee  iAi*U>i*V  ^'f  i'i6  calamities  and 
coi'vnUiQiifj  5  v^hic  1  have  taken 
place  in  civilized  states,  during 
the  ia-t  hundred  and  tvi'enty  years, 
you  vvili  find,  that  one  of  the  most 
power.iui  of  the  causes  has  been  a 
fofat^j;  <>F  Sctilious,  money,  under 
th^. denomination  of  Bills,  Notes, 
Assiguats,  and  others,  and  always 
€OKpo.ied  of  Paper,  bearing  on  it 
a  promise  to  pay  such  or  such 
5uei«  to  the  bearer  or  possessor  of 
m^li  paper.  In  France,  many 
years  ago,  a  scheme  of  this  des- 
cription spread  ruin  far  and  wide, 
^aml,  of  late  yei^rs^  it  has  actually 
produced,  by  i^s  co-operation  with 


distinct  and  sanguinary  revolu- 
tions. In  some  of  those  colonies 
of  North  America,  which  are  now 
the  United  Stiites,  a  colonial  par 
per- money,  introduced  more  than 
sixty  years  ago,  spread  ruin  and 
beggary  amongst  a  people,  who 
appeared  to  be  so  happily  situated 
as  to  have  no  want  ungratiiied. 
In  the  States  of  Austria,  in  Den- 
mark, in  Sweden,  aiid  in  every 
other  country,  where  &uch  a  sys- 
teiM  of  fiction  has  prevailed,  ruia 
•aj)d  misery  have  always,  sooner 
or  later,  been  its  fruits,  of  which 
fruits  the  United  States  thenv- 
selves  have  not,  as  your  Petitioner 
will  hereafter  beg  leave  to  be  per- 
mitted to  show,  wholly  escaped 
the  bitter  (aste. 

The  chief  reason  of  this  uni- 
versally evil  effect  of  such  fictions 
is  not  less  evident  than  the  effect 
itself  is  notorious.  Money  beings 
the  universal  standard,  by  compa- 
rison with  which  tU0  value  of  all 
things  bought  and  sold  is  ascer: 
tained  ;  or,  being  the  si^li,  whiph 
represejtts  the  value  of  all  thiags 
which  men  buy,  sell,  or  with  re- 
i;ard  to  which  they  enter  into  con? 
tracts  of  loan,  or  otherwise,  in  a 
pecuniary  way;  such  being  the 
character  of,^  or  the  office  per- 
form/sd   by,    nioiiey,   and  money 


heavy  aud  vexatious  taxes,  two  {being  inseparable  from  the  daily 
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concerns  of  every  man  from  the 
Prince  to  the  Ploughman,  it  is 
obvious,  that  when  money,  when 
this  standard  of  value,  is  change' 
ahk^  whether  at  pleasure  or  from 
accident,  and  especially  it'  the 
changes  be  sudden  as  to  time  and 
great  in  degree^  a  real  violation 
of  contracts,  a  transfer  of  proper- 
ty unjustly  froiu  one  to  another, 
and  ruin,  misery  and  confusion 
must  ensue. 

It  is  out  of  those  just  notions 
of  the  sacredness  of  money,  as  a 
standard  of  value  and  as  the  vital 
principle  of   contract'^,   that    the 
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If  your  humble  Petitioner  were 
addressing  himself  to  a  body  less 
enlightened  than  your  Honourable 
House;  if  he  had  the  misfortune 
to  have  to  offer  his  opinions  and 
prayers  to  men  so  pvotoundly  ig- 
norant of  all  the  priaciples  of  poli- 
tical economy  as  to  hope  to  cure 
the  national  calamities  by  volun- 
tary contributions,  or  by  setting* 
labourers  to  dig  holes  one  6zj 
and  to  fill  them  np  the  next;  if 
he  had  the  mortification  to  be  ad- 
dressing his  prayers  to  men  of  this 
shallow  and  vulgar-minded  des- 
cription, he  might  think  it  neces- 


law  has  arisen  which  considers  to  j  sary  to  illustrate  his  representa^ 
be  treason  the  counterfeiting  of  tions  by  supposing  the  number  of 
the  coin  of  the  realm,  such  act  of  [  cubic    inches    of  the   Winchester 

bushel,  or  the  number  of  ounces  of 


counterfeiting  being  to  strike  at 
the  very  root  of  society  itself; 
and,  a  syourPetitiQnerhunil:)ly  pre- 
sumes to  bebeve,  counterfeiting  is 
neither  more  nor  less  than  r/  chano-^ 
ing  of  the  value  of  money,  an  ope- 
ration, which,  when  it  takes  place 
partially  and  in  a  small  degree, 
produces  injuries  in  a  similar  ex- 
tent; but,^  when  such  changing  of 
the  standard  of  value  is  general^ 
sudden^  and,  with  regard  to  the 
community,  as  secreili/  performed 
as  the  works  of  the  traitorous 
coiner,  then  it  becomes  a  scourge 
more  mortal  than  the  pestilence 
1*at  walketh  by  day  and  the  arrow 
that  flieth  by  night. 


k 


the  pound  weight,  or  the  number 
of  longitudinal  inches  of  the  foot 
measure,  to  be,  all  of  a  sudden, 
changed  in  a  great  degree,  and 
without  any  previous  notice  to  tho 
public;  and  he  is  certain  that  even 
the  most  stupid  as^sembly  that 
ever  disgraced  the  forms  of  legis- 
lation would  perceive,  that  suck 
chancres  Avould  cause  a  real  viola- 
tion  of  innuiwerable  contracts,  and 
that  distress  and  -ruin  to  innumer- 
able persons  must  inevitably  fol- 
low; but,  liaving  the  uawppak-' 
able  felicity  to  be  addressing  him* 
self  to  vour  Honourable  House, 
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whose  fame  for  profundity  is  sur- 
passed only  by  your  fame  for  can- 
dour and  purity,  your  Petitioner 
has  no  need  to  resort  to  illustra- 
tions of  any  kind,  and,  therefore, 
hastened  on  by  the  fear  of  abusing 
the  well-known  indulgence  of 
your  Honourable  House,  he  pro- 
ceeds to  trace  to  your  Honourable 
House  the  progress  of  this  unre- 
lenting scourge,  called  Paper 
Money. 

In  the  early  stages  of  its  exis- 
tence this  mortal  enemy  of  human 
happiness  and  freedom,  was,  like 
the  first  fibres  of  the  cancer,  felt 
only  in  occasional  twitches  ;  but, 
as  it  advanced  in  bulk,  its  effects 
became  more  and  more  regularly 
and  severely  felt,  'till,  at  last,  it 
has  produced  all  the  deadly  effects 
now  before  our  eyes.  For  a  long 
series  of  years  its  visible  effects 
were  a  regular  increase  of  gam- 
bling, of  fraud,  and  of  all  the 
vices  engendered  by  a  dependence 
on  trick  rather  than  on  industry 
and  talent;  and  its  visible  effects 
were  a  gradual  changing  of  the 
real  property  of  the  country  from 
the  hands  of  the  ancient  owners 
into  the,  hands  of  the  dealers  in 
Pa  per- Money,  a  gradual  under- 
mining of  that  natural  magistracy 
which  is  ever  the  best  bond  of 
society,     a    consequent     gradual 
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hardening  of  the  penal  laws,  and 
finally  a  gradually  produced  dis- 
location of  all  tlie  joints  and  liga- 
ments which  held  together  with- 
out grudging  and  without  violence 
all  the  orders  of  that  admirable 
community  that  formed  the  people 
of  England.  As  the  powers  of 
Paper-Money  increased  real  pro- 
perty naturally  grew  into  larger 
parcels,  small  farms  became  gra- 
dually less  numerous,  'till,  at 
last,  they  became  wholly  extin- 
guished, while  their  industrious 
and  virtuous  cultivators  sunk 
down  into  a  state  of  labourers, 
and  while  (he  labourers,  seeing 
no  hope  of  ever  acquiring  any 
share  of  the  profits  of  their 
labour,  became  less  and  less  desi- 
rous of  abstaining  from  demands 
on  the  parish  rates. 

Such,  as  your  Honourable 
House  must  have  perceived,  were 
amongst  the  effects  of  this  bale- 
ful system  of  Paper-Money  pre- 
vious to  the  year  1797,  when  it 
assumed  a  bolder  and  more  des- 
perate character;  for,  at  that 
period,  the  makers  and  issuers  of 
this  fictitious  representative  of 
value,  who  had  amassed  to  them- 
selves, in  exchange  for  their 
paper,  large  portions  of  the  real 
wealth  of  the  nation,  under  pro- 
mises to  exchange  the  paper  into^ 
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gold  at  the  pleasure  of  the  holder, 
did,  all  of  a  sudden,  and  by  an 
act  unparalleled  in  its  extent  as 
well  as  in  its  wickedness,  fulfil 
to  the  very  letter  the  predictions 
of  that  Great  Political  Writer, 
who  had  foretold,  only  a  year 
before,  that  such  would  be  their 
conduct.  Thence  forward  these 
makers  and  issuers  poured  forth 
their  fictitious  money  so  as  to  en- 
hance prices  to  an  astonishing 
degree,  and,  when  they  had 
given  their  paper  in  exchange  for 
men's  real  property,  for  their 
estates  in  fee,  or,  more  generally, 
in  exchange  for  mortgages  or 
other  securities,  they  suddenly, 
and  without  any  previous  notice, 
so  diminished  the  quantity  of  their 
paper  in  circulation  as  to  lower 
prices  one  half  in  nominal  amount, 
to  lower  the  nominal  value  of  real 
property,  of  stock  in  trade  and  of 
labour;  and,  they  thus,  by  a 
changing  of  the  standard  of  value 
at  their  own  arbitrary  will,  ac- 
quired a  legal  demand  upon  all 
borrowers  to  double  the  real 
amount  of  the  sums  lent. 

When  your  Honourable  House 
reflects,  that  it  is  in  the  class  of 
borrowers  that  you  see  all  the 
greatest  motives  to  exertion,  all 
the  most  active  and  most  enter- 
prising part  of  the  persons  en- 
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gaged  in  agriculture,  trade,  ma- 
nufactures, and  commerce;  when 
your  Honourable  House  reflects 
on  this  circumstance,  and  sees 
clearly,  as  your  Petitioner  humbly 
presumes  you  will,  the  mortal 
blow  that  this  numerous  and  ac- 
tive part  of  the  communify  must 
have  received  from  this  arbitrary 
change  in  the  standard  of  value, 
he  is  quite  sure  that  your  Honour- 
able House  will  need  seek  no  far- 
ther for  the  cause  of  a  want  of 
employment  and  great  national 
misery;  and  yet,  in  this  sweep- 
ing violation  of  all  private  con- 
tracts, in  this  ruinous  oppression 
of  private  borrowers,  in  this 
stab  into  the  heart  of  individual 
industry^  enterprize  and  hope, 
your  Petitioner  is  convinced  that 
your  Honourable  House  will  per- 
mit him  to  say,  that  there  is  seen  a 
part  only  of  the  cruel  effects  of 
this  arbitrary  changing  of  the 
standard  of  value  ;  for,  it  must  bs 
manifest  to  your  Honourable 
Plouse,  that,  if  the  private  bor- 
rower must  inevitably  be  ruined 
by  this  fraudulent  operation,  the 
bare  possibility  of  which  never 
could  have  entered  his  mind  at 
the  time  of  receiving  the  loan, 
the  whole  nation,  except  the 
lenders  to  the  public  and  except 
those  persons  who  derived  emolu- 
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TOcnt  from  (lie  taxes,  must  also 
be  ruine<i  by  the  same  operation, 
hj  which,  in  fact,  the  sums  re- 
quired in  taxes,  great  as  those 
sums  were,  were  doubled  in  real 
amount. 

Herethen,  and,  as  your  Petition- 
er presumes  humblj  to  express  his 
belief,  here  only,  is  the  real  im- 
mediate cause  of  the  present 
frightful  calamities  of  the  nation; 
for,  when  jonr  Honourable-House 
reflects  on  the  numerousness  of 
the  class  of  borrowers,  on  thei 
great  portion  of  the  productive 
labour  of  the  country  which  this 
class  sets  and  keeps  in  motion  ; 
when  you  reflect  on  the  vast  pro- 
portion of  the  product  of  la* 
bour  which  the  taxes  take   away 

from  those  who  labour  and  con- 
vey to  those  who  do  not  labour; 
^hen  you  reilect  that  the  total 
ruin  of  many  borrowers,  the 
■straightened  means  of  others,  and 
:^he  discouragement  of  all,  must 
necessarily  cause  the  money  raised 
in  taxes  and  paid  to  the  lenders  to 
be  retained  in  a  state  of  compara- 
tive inactivity,  and,  in  numerous 
instances,  transferred  in  loans 
|)ublic  and  private  and  in  other 
investments  to  foreign  countries; 
w]i e  n  your  H  o  d  o  u  r abl  e  House' 
Reflects  on  these  circumstances,: 
your  Petitioner  is  sure  that  your 


Honourable  House  will  here 
find  the  real  immediate  cause  of 
the  nation's  calamities,  and  that 
all  the  uew  notions  of  the  injuri- 
ous effect  of  the  Poor-Laws,  of 
a  Surplus-Population,  and  of  a 
Sudden  Transition  from  War  to 
Peace,  will,  at  once,  railisb,  and, 
'Mike  the"  baseless  fabric  of  a 
'^  vision,  leave  not  a  wreck  be- 
"  hind." 

Could  it  be  possible^  however, 
(or  a  doubt  still  to  remain  in  the 
mind  of  your  Honourable  House, 
the  experience  of  the  United 
States  of  America  must,  as  your 
Petitioner  confidently  believes, 
wholly  remove  that  doubt;  for, 
though  the  whole  of  the  principal 
of  the  Public  Debt  in  this  country 
does  not  exceed  in  amount  the 
annual  interest  of  the  Debt  with 
which  our  country  is  unhappily 
burthened  ;  though  the  taxes  here 
be  so  light  as  for  their  very  exist- 
ence to  be  absolutely  unknown  to 
the  great  mass  of  the  community ; 
yet,  from  a  sudden  diminution  of 
the  quantity  of  Paper -moneT/  w  hich 
had  been  in  circulation  previously 
to  1815,  ruin  and  misery  were 
spread  far  and  wide  ove?%ll  the 
commercial  part  of  the  commu- 
nity, a  consequent  stagnation  of 
trade  ensued,  and,  for  the  first* 
time  in  the  history  of  the  country, 
a  want  of  employment  and  paupe- 
rism and  soup-shops  began  to  rear 
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their  hideous  heads,  and  to  pro- 
duce what  in  their  very  nature 
they  must  produce,  idleness,  men- 
dicity, and  crimes.  A  wise  and 
economical  system  of  Govern- 
ment, an  absence  of  standin^^ 
armies,  a  reliance  on  the  hearty 
good  will  of  the  people  for  the 
defence  and  due  execution  of  tlie 
laws,  a  retnrn  in  peace^to  all  the 
habits  and  diminished  expences 
of  peace,  Avill,  it  is  hoped,  wholly 
eradicate  the  evils  produced  by 
the  Paper-Money,  and  which  evils 
tad  been  confined  to  the  commer- 
cial towns  and  their  immediate 
environs;  but,  if  a  country,  si- 
tuated as  to  pecuniary  matters, 
and  governed,  as  the  United  States 
are^  could  feel  sensibly  a  blow 
from  a  sudden  changing  of  the 
Standard  of  value ;  if  a  country, 
in  which  there  is  scarcely  any  such 
thing  as  a  lease  of  lands,  where 
mortgages  are  comparatively  un- 
known, and  where  borrowing  for 
purposes  of  agriculture  and  trade 
in  general  is  carried  to  so  triHing 
an  extent;  if,  in  such  a  eouniry, 
the  chanffin^   of  the  standard    of  iinamfestiy  is  the  taxes  which  drain 


cause,  similar  in  its  nature  but  a 
thousand-ioid  grenler  in  decree, 
has,  as  it  neceKsarily  mu-t  hnve, 
produred  proportionate  eahmiities 
in  England. 

Therefore,  as  your  humble  Pe- 
titioner has  the  unutterable  hap- 
piness to  be  confident  that  he  shall 
be  honoured  with  the  concurrence 
of  your  Honourable  House  as  to 
the  great  immediate  cause  of  the 
nation's  manifold  sufferings,  so  is 
he  not  less  confident,  that,  \vl 
seeking  for  a  remedi/^  your  Ho- 
nourable! House  will  reject,  as 
the  vision  of  weak-minded  dream- 
ers, any  project  for  altering  the 
Poor-Law*,  and  that  you  wiil  treat 
w^ith  ineffable  contempt  and  j^eorn 
all  the  schemes  for  collecting  the 
savings  of  a  starving  people,  ^ot 
preventing  the  labouring  classes 
from  marrying,  and  for  causing 
holes  to  be  dug  one  day  and  filled 
up  the  next;  but,  that,  following^ 
the  dictates  ofyour  own  instinctive 
energy  and  wisdom,  you  wiil  puf: 
an  end  to  the  evil  by  removing 
the  cause;   and  that,  as  that  cause 


value  could  be  felt  as  a  blow  at 
its  pi^j^sperity,  and  could  produce, 
even  in  the  smallest  d>?grf5e,  a 
want  of  emploT/ment^  Vthile  the 
richest  of  land  is  calling  for  cul- 
tivators, your  Honourable  House 
iviil  not,  your  Petitioner  is  cer- 
tain, entertain  any  doubt  that  a 


away  from  productive  labour  so 
large  a  portion  of  its  fruits  to  be, 
as  above  stated,  conveyed,  by  the 
hands  of  the  lenders  of  Paper- 
Money,  into  unproductive  or  fo- 
reign depositories,  you  will  largely 
reduce  the  proportion  of  the 
money  so  raised  and  so  conveyed 
away. 
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Therefore,  your  Petitioner,  full 
of  confidence  in  the  well-known 
justice  of  your  Honourable  House, 
and  fe  ring  that  he  may  already 
have  trespassed  beyond  the  bounds 
even  of  that  great  patience  and 
induljo^ence  which  are  traits  so 
pronnnent  in  the  now-well- 
esiabli'h^ii  character  of  your 
Honourable  House,  proceeds, 
with  ail  humility,  distinctly  to 
pray,  that  your  Honourable 
House  will  be  pleased,  by  mea- 
sures, which,  to  your  great  wis- 
dorr.  may  seem  meet,  to  cause 
the  inti-rest  of  the  Public  Debt 
to  ])e  reduced ;  to  cause  all 
salaries,  pensions  and  pay  of 
every  (inscription  proceeding  from 
the  public  money  to  be  reduced; 
to  cause  a  revision  of  contracts 
between  lenders  artd  borrowers 
and  letters  and  renters:  so  that 
the  nation  at  large  and  that  indi- 
viduals in  their  several  particular 
cases,  may  receive  from  the  hands 
of  your  Honourable  House  pro- 
tection from  that  injustice,  which 
h^s  been  done  them  by  an  arbi- 
trary change  in  the  Standard  of 
Value,  and  which  change  has  pro- 
duced such  dreadful  and  so  noto- 
rious caJj^mities. 

To  this  his  humble  and  earn- 
est prayer  your  Petitioner  begs 
leave  only  to  add  a  representa- 
tion, that,  long  fore-seeing  the 
calamities,  which  have  now  fallen 


upon  his  country  with  such  as- 
tounding force,  your  Petitioner 
has,  during  eleven  years,  omitted 
no  means  within  his  humble  sphere 
and  capacity  to  produce  the  adop- 
ti(m  of  measures  such  as  those 
now  humbly  submitted  to  the 
transcendant  wisdom  of  vour  Ho-' 
nourable  House ;  and  that,  upon 
several  occasions,  he  has  earnest- 
ly besought  Members  of  your 
Honourable  House  to  aid  him,  by 
proposing  resolutions  or  other- 
wise, in  the  discharge  of  this  im- 
portant public  duty;  but,  that, 
whether  from  indolence,  indeci- 
sion, or  some  other  cause  to  your 
Petitioner  unknown,  he  has  never 
been  able  to  obtain  any  thing  be- 
yond repeatedly  broken  promises 
of  such  aid  ;  and,  therefore  it  is  that* 
your  Petitioner,  in  whose  breafet 
no  time,  no  distance,  no  calamity, 
no  injuries,  can  ever  extinguish, 
or  damp  the  ardent  love  which  he* 
has  always  borne  his  native  coun- 
try, has  now  ventured,  though 
with  great  deference  and  humi- 
lity, to  address  directly  to  your 
Honourable  House  the  exposition 
and  prayer  contained  in  this  his 
most  humble  Petition. 

And  your  Petitioner, 
As  in  all  duty  and  humility  bound, 
Will  ever  pray. 

Wm.  COBBETT. 


(Bntercti  at  &tationec0'  !^aU. 
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